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Therefore … lead a 
life worthy of your 
calling, for you have 
been called by God.
Ephesians 4 : 1 (NLT)



Pastors’ 
Message

PASTORS’ MESSAGE

Rev Gabriel, Rev Kenneth & Pastor Zhi-Hui

Last, but not  least, we praise God and are extremely happy that  Mr Poh Zhi-Hui has 
been appointed as Assistant Pastor of KKMC with effect from 1 Aug. Pastor Poh is 
home-grown, joining our church in his teenage years through the ministry of the 2nd 
Boys’ Brigade Company at Victoria School that our church sponsors, and he has been 
faithfully serving as a member of our Pastoral Team the last two years after completing 
his Master of Divinity degree at Trinity Theological College. He is married to Pearlene. 
We warmly welcome them to KKMC!

To God be the Glory!

Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew & Pastor Poh Zhi-Hui
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IN & INVOLVED

about the church – fulfilling our part

along the streets – looking at, and out, for others

across the seas – going and doing missions

Dear Members and Friends of KKMC 

Over several months, we have heard sermons based on the Sermon Series of “Church 
According to Ephesians” where we were reminded just who God’s People are, and 
how we can live as God’s People, if we are to truly experience and manifest all that 
God wants for those who turn to Jesus in faith, both as individuals and as a church.

As a quick recap, in studying the Letter to the Ephesians, we considered the meaning 
of “God's Blessing upon His People”, “Earnest Praying for Others”, being “Alive in Jesus”, 
“God's Plan for Humanity”, “The Privilege of Ministry”, “Really Knowing God's Power & 
Love”, “Effective Church Life”, “Living Together as Christians Can”, “The Privilege of 
Marriage”, “Relationships According to God” and “Spiritual Realities in Daily Life”. 

It is our earnest prayer that all of us at KKMC will have received God’s word for our 
lives, and that we learnt better how to walk worthily of the calling we have received 
from God (Ephesians 4:1). 

Then, also at OIKOS 2016 (our church camp) held from 8 to 11 June in Malacca, 
those present were challenged to make a real difference for God wherever we find 
ourselves in the different arenas of our lives – whether at work, at school, at home, 
in our neighbourhoods, etc – by “LIVING REAL in the REAL WORLD”. We were clearly 
reminded that we could do so even when facing the challenges of modern living, for 
God is with us. And so, we have Him to help us as we pray to Him, remembering that 
every time we pray, we are in fact declaring our faith in the Living God. We were also 
encouraged to recognise the dignity of work, for God was “working” while creating 
“the “heavens and the earth” (Genesis 1), and to be responsible, and so be regarded 
as trustworthy, when carrying out our duties at work.

In short, we were encouraged as KKMC congregation members, in the midst of 
everyday life, to BOTH be TRUE to, and do RIGHT for, God, so as to bear witness and 
fruit for Him, wherever He places us to serve Him.

So, as we move into the second half of 2016, with all we have learnt so far this year, 
may God our Father continue helping us to grow as Disciples of Jesus or Lord, as we 
keep being filled with the Holy Spirit, resulting in us faithfully being
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FEATURED SERMON

Featured 
Sermon The Privilege of Marriage Eph 5 : 21 – 33

21Be subject to one another out of 
reverence for Christ.

22Wives, be subject to your husbands 
as you are to the Lord. 23For the 
husband is the head of the wife just 
as Christ is the head of the church, the 
body of which he is the Saviour. 24Just 
as the church is subject to Christ, so 
also wives ought to be, in everything, 
to their husbands.

25Husbands, love your wives, just 

Out of respect for Christ, be 
courteously reverent to one another.

"Wives, understand and support your 
husbands in ways that show your 
support for Christ. The husband 
provides leadership to his wife the 
way Christ does to his church, not by 
domineering but by cherishing. So, just 
as the church submits to Christ as he 
exercises such leadership, wives should 
likewise submit to their husbands.

Husbands, go all out in your love for 

Marriage is a PRIVILEGE!  
It brings two people into new roles and 
responsibilities in nearly an instant – 
based upon the solemn exchange of 
promises, vows and rings, the man 
becomes a “husband” and the woman 
becomes a “wife” in the eyes of God 
upon the declaration by the Pastor 
solemnising the marriage, and in the 
eyes of the State upon the signing of the 
Marriage Certificate by the couple, their 
witnesses and the Solemnising Pastor 
acting as the Authorised Registrar.

And from this instant change, 
a life-long journey of loving 
commitment begins on the part 
of the husband and of the wife to 
rightly grow into their “roles” and to 
faithfully carry out their respective 
“responsibilities” to each other. And 
they must again see it as a privilege 

as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself up for her, 26in order to make 
her holy by cleansing her with the 
washing of water by the word, 27so 
as to present the church to himself 
in splendor, without a spot or wrinkle 
or anything of the kind—yes, so that 
she may be holy and without blemish. 
28In the same way, husbands should 
love their wives as they do their own 
bodies. He who loves his wife loves 
himself. 29For no one ever hates his 
own body, but he nourishes and 

your wives, exactly as Christ did for 
the church—a love marked by giving, 
not getting. Christ's love makes the 
church whole. His words evoke her 
beauty. Everything he does and says 
is designed to bring the best out of 
her, dressing her in dazzling white 
silk, radiant with holiness. And that 
is how husbands ought to love their 
wives. They're really doing themselves 
a favour—since they're already "one" 
in marriage.

No one abuses his own body, does he? 

tenderly cares for it, just as Christ 
does for the church, 30because we 
are members of his body. 31“For this 
reason a man will leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and 
the two will become one flesh.” 32This 
is a great mystery, and I am applying 
it to Christ and the church. 

33Each of you, however, should love 
his wife as himself, and a wife should 
respect her husband.

No, he feeds and pampers it. That's 
how Christ treats us, the church, since 
we are part of his body. And this is 
why a man leaves father and mother 
and cherishes his wife. No longer two, 
they become "one flesh." This is a 
huge mystery, and I don't pretend to 
understand it all. What is clearest to 
me is the way Christ treats the church. 
And this provides a good picture of 
how each husband is to treat his wife, 
loving himself in loving her, and how 
each wife is to honour her husband."

Ephesians 5:21-33 (NRSV) – NT pg 186 & 187

Ephesians 5:22-33 (The Message)

to do so to and for each other, and 
not a right they demand of each other, 
or else they will already have shown 
that they have totally misunderstood 
why they are getting married in the 
first place. So, how do they really do 
so? How does a wife truly ‘submit’ or 
‘respect’ her husband and how does 
a husband truly ‘love’ his wife as 
required by Eph 5:22-33?

FIRSTLY by both of them 
remembering to have the proper value 
in their hearts that is commanded 
by God in v21, of “Be subject to one 
another out of reverence for Christ.” 
(NRSV) or as the Message puts it, “Out 
of respect for Christ, be courteously 
reverent to one another.” In other 
words, both need to be truly 
humble toward each other and 
earnestly thinking of the best 

of each other, out of sincere 
love for God!

The problems can start right from 
the very beginning of the marriage if 
both husband and wife do not have 
this value of mutual loving submission 
in their heart – of thinking the other 
better than themselves (Phil 2). And 
it will show eventually for example, 
the husband is supposed to be to 
his wife a Prince, Protector, Provider, 
Priest, Physician, etc but without the 
value of mutual loving submission 
in his heart, he will soon be to his 
wife Painful, Problematic, Perplexing, 
Procrastinating, Pot-bellied…well, we 
get the idea. 

And if wives sometimes wonder why 
their husbands seem to be quite “bird-
brained”, that could well be because 

Rev Kenneth Huang
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the misprint of Eph 5:22 of the 1944 
Edition of the KJV of the Bible may 
be speaking the truth, “Wives, in the 
same way, submit yourselves to your 
owl husband”. It should have been of 
course “your own husbands”. 

Now, for the wife, she is supposed 
to be Sweet, Smiling, Simple, Saving, 
Serving, etc but without the value of 
mutual loving submission in her heart, 
she will soon be to her husband Sour, 
Saddening, Severe, Scary, etc…and 
we get the idea here too. And when 
this happens, often it will lead to the 
husband being “silenced”. 

A story is told of a boy who runs home 
after school and tell his dad, “I’ve got 
a part in the school play – I’m playing 
a man who has been married for 30 
years!” His Dad immediately said sadly 
to him, “Oh, bad luck, son! Don’t 
worry. Maybe next time you’ll get a 
speaking part!!!”

To prevent what I described from 
happening, let both husband and 
wife firstly and foremost be both 
truly humble toward each other and 
earnestly thinking of the best of 
each other, out of sincere love for 
God by having the value of mutual 
loving submission in their hearts!

By the way, this value of mutual loving 
submission is the necessary core for 
every relationship in life and not just 
between husband and wife. It is also 
for the rest of the relationships of 
Parent & Child and Master & Servant 
(Employer & Employee) that Paul the 
Apostle writes about in Eph 6 and will 
be preached on the next 2 Sundays.

Now, the SECOND answer to “How 
does a wife truly ‘submit’ or ‘respect’ 
her husband and how does a husband 
truly ‘love’ his wife as required by 
Eph 5:22-33?” is that husbands and 
wives should actually live as vv22-
33 prescribes for each of them. And 
all the more so since, in the words 
of a commentator, “The marriage 
relationship is now set out as being a 
reflection of the relationship between 
God and his church. This is to raise 
it (the marriage relationship) to an 
unimaginably lofty level.” (EBC)

SO, let’s start with the husband 

– how is he to truly ‘love’ his wife? As 
Eph 5:25 says, “Husbands, love your 
wives, just as Christ loved the church 
and gave himself up for her”, that is, 
he is to “go all out in your love for 
your wives, exactly as Christ did for 
the church—a love marked by giving, 
not getting.” 

In other words, a husband is to love 
his wife with a sacrificial love – i.e.: he 
always thinks of, and acts for, the well-
being of his wife first before his own 
interest, and always wants the best for 
her in all things, especially in helping 
her become the Christ-like person that 
God intended her to be – holy and 
without blemish/blameless. Exactly as 
Christ wants and does for the church, 
as stated in v27, “Everything he (Jesus) 
does and says is designed to bring the 
best out of her (the church), dressing 
her in dazzling white silk, radiant with 
holiness. And that is how husbands 
ought to love their wives.”

A husband cannot stop physical 
wrinkles and blemishes from 
appearing on his wife as she ages over 
the years, but he will be surely be able 
to help stop spiritual and character 
“stains, wrinkles and blemishes” from 
appearing in the wife’s character and 
life as he loves her with a sacrificial 
love. This is because she will be 
helped to mature correctly as a person 
by this kind of selfless love, which as 
stated in v28, “nourishes and tenderly 
cares for” her.

Besides a sacrificial love, Eph 5 also 
teaches a husband to love his wife with 
a prioritized love. Verse 31, "And this 
is why a man leaves father and mother 
and cherishes his wife. No longer two, 
they become ‘one flesh.’" The husband, 
as a dutiful son to his parents, will 
continue to love and care for his 
parents, but his wife is to always be the 
Number ONE love of his life:  

Bob, a new husband, had just 
married his childhood sweetheart 
Joanne. Then, as he rose to give 
his speech at the reception, Bob 
said how pleased he was that 
finally he and Joanne were one. 
When Bob sat down, Joanne leaned 
over to whisper in his ear, "Yes, 
Bob, and remember, I'm the one! 
The only one!"

Remember that the wife must be the 
ONLY one – there must be no hint of a 
third party at all.

SO, husbands, remember to love 
your wives with a sacrificial, and a 
prioritized, love!

Now how about for the WIFE – how 
is she to truly ‘submit’/‘respect/
honour’ her husband? Eph 5:22-24 
states: “Wives, understand and support 
your husbands in ways that show 
your support for Christ. The husband 
provides leadership to his wife the 
way Christ does to his church, not by 
domineering but by cherishing. So, just 
as the church submits to Christ as he 
exercises such leadership, wives should 
likewise submit to their husbands.”

A wife is to love her husband with a 
helping love – that is what it means 
to ‘submit’ / ‘respect’/ ‘honour’ him. 
That is, helping him to become the 
best person he can be in Jesus so that 
he can help lead her [and all the kids 
that God may bless them with].

And she is not to do so just 
passively agreeing with all that her 
husband says [which is the common 
misconception of ‘submission’ and 
‘respecting’]. A wife is to instead 
actively and willingly work with her 
husband, just as the church actively 
and willingly obeys Jesus, its Lord. And 
as a wife does so, her husband will 
know that his wife truly “understands 
and supports” him as his “help-mate”. 

As Chuck Swindoll, the famous 
American Christian pastor and author, 
shared what he learnt from his wife 
– she reminded him that she was not 
designed to just be his echo but his 
counterpart – his “help-mate”. From 
my own experience as a husband of 
soon to be 25 years to my wife, I need 
all the help that I can get to help lead 
my family – and that help best comes 
from my help-mate: Jacqueline, my wife! 

In addition to a helping love, a wife is 
to love her husband with a forgiving 
love! Why? Obviously because while 
her husband is compared to Jesus 
(even as she is compared to the 
church) her husband is definitely not 
Jesus and unlike Jesus who will not 
make any mistakes in His leading of 
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FEATURED SERMON

the Church, her husband, as hard 
as he tries not to, will definite make 
mistakes on and off in his leading of 
her and their family, despite his very 
best efforts and her very best efforts 
to help him. 

There will be times when her husband 
will be stubborn and even pig-headed 
and unreasonable! That is why a wife 
must also have a forgiving love for 
her husband. And part of a forgiving 
love is having tolerance. When Prince 
Philip, husband of Queen Elizabeth II 
of England, was asked to give advice as 
to how they have had such a successful 
marriage, he answered, “Tolerance is 
the one essential ingredient. You can 
take it from me that the Queen has the 
quality of tolerance in abundance!”

But even better than just having 
tolerance, which undoubtedly is 
helpful in a marriage, is learning 
to communicate clearly with each 
other to avoid misunderstandings in 
the first place, which in turn will help 
to avoid the need to forgive. It will be 
helpful to remember that "Forgiveness 
is a repair kit for marriage, but good 
communication prevents the damage 
from happening in the first place." –
Kent Crockett 

SO, wives, remember to love your 
husbands with a helpful, and a 
forgiving, love!

Let’s recap: husbands, remember 
to love your wives with both a 
sacrificial love and a prioritized 
love, and wives, remember to love 
your husbands with a helpful love 
and a forgiving love! 

One useful piece of advice from Paul 
Tillich who said, “The first duty of 
love is to listen.” And before husbands 
and wives start yelling/telling each 
other, “I told you so!”, please help 
check whether you are individually 
doing your utmost in the following 5 
things as advised by marriage experts:    

1. Not yelling at each other, unless 
the house is on fire. 

2. Remembering that it takes two 
to make an argument. The one 
who is wrong is the one who will 
be doing most of the talking. 

3. If you feel you must criticize, do 
so lovingly.

4. Not having the memory of an 
elephant and bringing up a 
mistake of the past.

5. Not letting the day end without 
saying at least one complimentary 
thing to your spouse.

A 6th thing that is advised is that 
spouses hold hands, even when they 
are arguing, because, to quote, “they 
see marriage as a team sport, where 
they are on the same team as their 
spouse”. Good if that is really the 
reason but I thought they hold hands 
even when arguing to prevent their 
spouse from pinching them!!

In Closing, for husbands and wives, 
remember that out of the 7 billion 
people in this world, God has specially 
chosen husbands and wives, like you, 
to look after each other for a life-time, 
and to bring out the best in each 
other in Jesus for the Glory of God! 
Remember that this is why marriage 
is such a privilege – we get to be 
involved in the growth of the very 
person we love, and this privilege is 
best honoured by husbands and wives 
faithfully fulfilling their God-given 
roles and responsibilities, with the 
help of God.

Then, Eph 5:33 will be an everyday 
reality where, “Each of you (ie: 
husbands)…should love his wife as 
himself, and a wife should respect her 
husband.” and marriage will truly be 
appreciated for the PRIVILEGE that it 
truly is! 

PRAYER: 
LORD JESUS, grant that each husband and wife may 
have a true and understanding love for each other. 
Grant that they may both be filled with faith and 
trust in You and each other. Give them the grace to 
live with each other in peace and harmony. 

MAY they always bear with one another’s weaknesses 
and grow from each other’s strengths. Help them 
to forgive one another’s failings and grant them 
patience, kindness, cheerfulness and the spirit of 
placing the well-being of each other ahead of self. 

MAY the love that brought them together grow and 
mature with each passing year. Bring them both ever 
closer to You through their love for each other. Let 
their love grow to perfection. Amen

Source: Anonymous
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH IN WORLD WAR II

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church in World War II
Dr Denis Nyam

On 8th December 1941, Japanese troops landed in 
Peninsular Malaya and on 15th February 1942, Singapore 
fell to the Japanese. The Japanese fell on 12th September 
1945 and Singapore was officially returned to British 
rule. This period is known as the Japanese Occupation of 
Singapore in World War II.

Despite  the harsh living conditions, the Japanese regime 
were deceptively keen for economic and social life to go 
on. Torture and cruelty was directed towards the section of 
the population, especially the Chinese who were suspected 
to be anti-Japanese and had been active in assisting China 
in her resistance against Japanese aggression.

On 20th January 1942, the Japanese carried out air raids 
on Singapore. Rev Hobart Amrstutz described an eye 
witness account of the bombing around the Kampong 
Kapor Straits Chinese (Bickley Memorial) Church: “Bombs 
had fallen on either side of the church. They blew off 
many of the roofing tiles, smashed all the window glass 
and most of the asbestos sheet ceilings. The pastor, Rev 
Goh Hood Keng, and his family were sheltering in the 
garage, a brick building that had a sandbag shelter fixed 
inside. A bomb fell in the road drain outside, hardly 10 
feet from where they were. The blast strangely enough 
did not blow the brick wall in but out, and apart from 
shock and some minor cuts, they were all safe.” The 
church building and fittings at 3, Kampong Kapor Road 
were not defaced or damaged in any way. On 14 February 
1942, Rev Goh Hood Keng’s son was killed in the midst 
of bomb explosions. He was temporarily buried in a lot 
next to the church and his body was dis-interned on 16th 
February 1942.

Except for the duration of the Japanese Occupation, the 
BB 2nd Company was active since its founding in 1931.

There is a lack of primary source documents during this 
period, in part, caused by their destruction and loss 
during the Japanese Occupation and also loss of records 
during the major renovations of the church. These gaps 
may never be closed as most of those who endured those 
treacherous years are advancing in age and diminishing 
in memory. I am extremely indebted to Mrs Happy Chen 
and Mr and Mrs Arthur Tan who gave their valuable 
time and patience over tea to try and recall as I slowly 
attempted to understand the situation of the Church and 
the activities during the time of the Occupation.

During the war years, Rev Goh Hood Keng was the pastor 
in charge of KKMC. There was a parsonage above the 
church where he and his family stayed. Being a single 
clergy ministry during those challenging times was 
difficult. Many a times, concerned members of the 
congregation would pack dinner and bring it over for the 
Goh family. In the absence of the missionaries who were 
interned or evacuated, the local clergy and church leaders 
had to step in to take up the leadership. The experience 

of leading their flock helped build up the belief that the 
Asian clergy were ready to assume responsibilities and 
thus hastened the church’s process towards becoming 
self-supporting and self-led.

Church Services in the War Years
There were two morning services on Sundays, one in 
Peranakan and the other in English. In addition, there 
was an evening 5.15pm English service. The presence 
of Japanese soldiers in their uniform at the back of the 
church sanctuary was a routine scene. Whether they 
were there out of curiosity or with the intention to learn 
more about Christianity or just monitoring the Church’s 
activities was left to speculation but one suspects it to 
more likely be the latter. However, by and large, their 
presence was peaceful.

A Wedding in the War Years
Mrs Happy Chen happily reminisces about her wedding 
that was held in 1943. ‘I was nineteen and my husband 
said, ”It’s war-time. What’s there to wait for? Let’s get 
married!” They were married in the sanctuary of KKMC 
and a lunch reception was held in the social hall following 
the ceremony. A few soldiers self invited themselves 
and plonked themselves at the end of the church. After 
that they helped themselves to the food. There were no 
problems. Not every soldier was bad I suppose’, she added.

The Music Ministry
The singing tradition in the church goes back to its earliest 
days in 1890s. This continued throughout the World War 2 
years when Mrs Happy Chen’s dad was the Choir master. 
During this time, there were both Peranakan and English 
choirs that sang during the services.1

Sunday School
Sunday School appears to have continued throughout 
the war years. This was probably seen by the Japanese 
as part of Sunday worship services and were allowed to 
continue. Mrs Happy Chen’s dad was the Sunday School 
Superintendent and her mum was a Sunday School 
teacher. The Sunday school was held at the adjoining 
badminton hall next to the sanctuary.

Youth Activity
The Epworth League, the predecessor to the Methodist 
Youth Fellowship continued during the Occupation years. 
This was vividly remembered by Mr Arthur Tan who 
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KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH IN WORLD WAR II / OIKOS

Oikos 2016  Living Real in the Real World

was envious as he was still in Sunday School and not 
old enough to join the League. In addition, its activities 
during the war years were referred to by Emeritus 
Bishop TR Doraisamy. Other regular activities included 
a youth band and gatherings. It seemed to appear that 
the Japanese were only suspicious of older Chinese who 
could have supported China in the Sino-Japanese war. 
Younger children below 18 were allowed to live a fairly 
‘normal’ life. The central social activity may have been 
playing badminton in the church court. Both interviewees 
remember badminton as a common reason to meet in 
church during the weekday evenings.

The doors of the Church were opened during the day. 
It felt safe as the punishment for theft in those days 
was severe and occasionally death. No one in their right 
minds would steal, not even from the Church.

Home Visits
Mrs Chen also remembers going on House Visits with her 
dad to the homes of the needy. The pastor was busy, so 
those families who could would visit and help those in need.

Towards the end of 1943, the food situation in Singapore 
deteriorated significantly. Starvation and diseases due to 
deficiencies like beri-beri and scurvy were common. In 
order to address these issues the Japanese government 
decided to relocated the population to settlements 
around Peninsular Malaysia. Many Chinese Singaporeans 
including family members of both Happy Chen and Arthur 
Tan were resettled in Endau, Johor. Most Singaporeans 

returned home to Singapore at the end of the war.

1 Editor : In KKMC’s centennial book Lest We Forget, p 39, it said, 
“It was regrettable that the Japanese occupation restricted the 
Sunday worship service which was devoid of music and singing.
Dr Denis Nyam explains, “From what I can gather, the tolerance 
of the Japanese waxed and waned. Initially they were open until 
the joint session of the two Annual Conferences in Malaya which 
was held in Singapore from 25-27 September 1942. After which it 
seems they wanted individual small gathering but not combined 
big gatherings. Later they became more open as a Minister 
of religion was appointed. I am guessing that it was during the 
intermediate time when music and singing were restricted.” 
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The Christian lives in the real world 
with all the exciting possibilities and 
immense opportunities to live out 
God’s love and point people to God’s 
grace.

At OIKOS 2016, KKMC members 
were challenged to be true and to do 
right for God, to bear witness and be 
fruitful for God wherever He places 
them, in the midst of everyday life.

Over 3 sessions, the speaker Mr 
Lawrence Ko drew from the bible stories 
and inspiring current day examples 
to show how biblical characters and 
contemporary Christians can be living 
real in the “divine milieu”.

The Church cannot be like a castle 
that periodically lets down the 
drawbridge for her inhabitants to go 
out into the community. The Church 
is to live real in the real world – to be 
channels of blessings.

How then can we restore faith in the 
real world? Through a greater sense 
of spirituality.

We can practise the presence of God 
in the created world by moving from 
silence and solitude to prayer. Prayer 
is a possibility because God is with us 
(Colossians 1). 
 
• Praying is proclaiming God's 

Kingdom.
• Praying is a response to God 

because He first addressed us.
• Praying is an act of obedience.

p Oikos Speaker Mr Lawrence Ko
q Worship session

Lyndon Gan (extracted from notes made by Yeo Oon Chye)

7

– KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH



OIKOS

The highest calling for a believer may 
not be to become God's clergy or full-
time worker but to be salt and light 
in the world. We have to discover 
our life's calling and purpose. Mr 
Lawrence Ko drew from the book of 
Nehemiah to show how a follower 
of God can respond to God’s calling 
while serving in the secular world.

Nehemiah was serving the Persian 
king and lived in the comforts of a 
palace (Nehemiah 1). Yet even in his 
comfort zone, he was curious about 
the world (v.2-3). His curiosity about 
the world led him to learn about 
the dire straits of his homeland 
Jerusalem. This was no time for 
apathy. Instead Nehemiah, burdened 
and broken, poured out himself to 
cry to God for the people. His prayer 
before the throne of God moved him 
to grasp a transcendent perspective 
(v.4-7).

Nehemiah asked what God wanted 
him to do. In so doing Nehemiah 
showed that prayer is dialogue and 
action: God's response and our 
response to God's call (v.5-11).

God responds to our prayers, and 
as we respond, God responds to our 
response in return. Prayer is an act 
of faith. It brings the reality of the 
world to God and is integral to history 
making. Prayer is action before the 

action. We need to act in response to 
our own prayer. Prayer must lead to 
action with courage.

In response to God’s call though, 
Nehemiah went from being cupbearer 
to the king to being a governor of 
Jerusalem. He gave up the comforts 
of the palace for a rough life in 
reconstructing the wall for 52 days, 
and rebuilding the people for 12 
years (Nehemiah 2-13).

Living Real in the Real World starts with 
a communion with God. In prayer we 
encounter a real God and that enables 
us to live real in the real world.

In the closing session, Pastor Kenneth 
said that the real point of “Living 
Real in the Real World” is whether a 
Christian bears fruit for God, faithfully 
living out the glory of God and walking 
worthy of the calling we have received.

Pastor Kenneth gave some practical 
ways where KKMC members can live 
real in the real world: 

Be a responsible employee.
Pray for your boss and colleagues as 
you start work, and for yourself. 
Be a trustworthy and caring boss. 
If you are the boss, pray for your 
employees. 

Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the 
Lord, not for human masters, since 
you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 
serving. Colossians 3:23-24.

As a church, help each other to live 
faithfully.
• Attend and contribute in and through 

church whole-heartedly, regularly and 
effectively. 

• Pledge fully for the new financial year. 
• Join a LifeGroup because we cannot 

journey alone. 
• Join the Disciple Bible Study starting 

August 2016. 
• Serve in the Community Blessing 

Events (the next one is on 19 
November 2016). 

• Come for Prayer Watch on 1 January 
2017 from 1am to 3am after the 
Watchnight Service on 31 December 
2016.

We should be IN and INVOLVED: 
About the church, Along the streets, 
Across the seas.

p Mandarin Ministry members taking part in the 
Fun Nite games

q Bible Quiz winners: Dennis, Shuling and Timothy. 
Bernice (left) helped to organise the quiz

p Kegan (with balloon hat) leading the balloon 
sculpting workshop

q Zumba led by Fiona (in green top, 6th from left)

p Winners of the Fun Night games
q Discussion Groups

p Eunice being “arrowed” during the ice-breaker games

t Praying for one another at Oikos
q Closing Holy Communion Service
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p Youths Celeste, Everi and Juliet helping at the Toddlers Creche
{ Aunty Pat wowing the toddlers with a magic show

Toddlers Creche

Children’s Programme

This year’s OIKOS camp was the 
first time a toddlers’ creche was 
organised, with the purpose of 
keeping the toddlers occupied during 
the daytime talks in a separate 
room. The I/Cs were mostly from 
the Parenting Lifegroup as many 
of us had children of toddler age. 
Pearlyn held the fort with the Noah’s 
Ark story and games while Janice 
and Salome did balloon sculpting 
and animal mask craft. The Noah’s 
Ark theme culminated in an animal 

30 children aged 7 to 12 years old 
came for the OIKOS camp this year and 
joined in the Children’s Programme. 
The Children’s Programme for OIKOS 
2016 aimed to help the children to 
know:

Truth Point 1: God is the Creator 
of the world. God takes care of His 
creation.

In the first session, after some ice-
breaker games to help the children 
and the teachers get to know one 
another, the children were led in 
activities to help them learn about 
God being the Creator.

They were led through the Creation 
story in Genesis 1 and as the story 
unfolded, the children got the 
chance to participate in the story 
by making the various elements 
listed in the 6 days of creation. 
They made trees using twigs and 
painted sponges, the sun and the 
moon, and creatures in the sea, the 
air and on the land using animal 
3-D puzzles. And all these they 
placed in a beautiful 3-D backdrop 
representing the Garden of Eden.

The children then played a game 
which required them to mould 
shapes of objects for their friends 
to guess the objects.

Memory verse for this session (Fill 
in the blanks with your child):
Genesis 1:1 “In the _________  ___  
_______ the _______ and the _____.”

parade game. We are so thankful that 
we were assisted by several others 
who came by without our asking, and 
surprised us with their hidden talents. 
These were youths like Celeste, Everi 

and Juliet, who lent a hand during the 
craft session. But the star of the show 
was really Aunty Pat, who wowed the 
toddlers and adults alike with her 
impromptu magic tricks!

Truth Point 2: God created us in His 
image. We help the world to know 
God.

The second session saw the 
children playing a game called 
“Listening Maze”. A play area was 
created with plastic balls strewn 
throughout the play area. The aim 
of the game was for each team 
of children to navigate through 
the play area to reach and obtain 
an item on the floor, without 
touching any of the plastic balls. 
The children moving in the play 
area were all blindfolded and had 
to rely on the directions of their 
team member outside the play 
area who was the only who could 
see. 3 teams played in each round. 
You can imagine how noisy it can 
be. The children learnt at the end 
of the game that because we are 
created in God’s image, we have to 

listen to His voice to tell us who we 
are and what we should do. Many 
times, there will be some other 
voices trying to distract us (e.g. 
friends calling us names or asking 
us to do bad things), but we only 
have to listen to God’s voice that 
tells us we are precious to Him and 
the right things to do.

Then they were engaged in a quiz 
that involved a “word search”, a 
“crossword puzzle” and questions 
which required them to look 
for answers by referring to and 
reading Scripture.

Memory verse for this session (Fill 
in the blanks with your child):
Genesis 1:27 “God created _______ 
in His own _____, in the image of 
___ He created them; ____ and 
______ He created them.”

Children’s Programme Team:
Front L-R: Judith Mosomos, Lai Kar Yam with son Ryan, Poh Zhi-Hui, Paul Huang with Jon Lim, Kimberly Chia
Back L-R: Kenneth and Ghin Ee Boen, Philip Chew, Pearlene Poh, Luther Yap, Karen Bau, Timothy and Elsie Tan
Not in Photo: Cheryl Lee and Audrey Sim

Salmon Sim
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Our Best Oikos Family Camp

Michelle Tan

Truth Point 3: We can follow God 
courageously because God is with us.

In session 3, the truth that each 
child is made in the image of God 
and is precious in His sight was 
reinforced in a craft activity. Each 
child got to make a photoframe 
using recycled cardboard (pre-cut 
to shape) and coloured yarn. On 
the frame, they wrote the words 
with markers and glitter glue “In 
God’s Image” and their names. 
An instant photograph of each 
child was taken and they could 
then attach their photos onto their 
respective frames.

We then watched a short animated 

movie on the story of Daniel and 
the Lion’s Den (Daniel 6) and 
learnt that we can courageously 
stand up for what is right in the 
world because God is with us and 
will help us. For those who went, 
do ask your children to sing to 
you the song, “Be Bold, Be Strong”, 
which they learnt to help them 
remember this truth.

Memory verse for this session (Fill 
in the blanks with your child):
Joshua 1:9 “Be ______ and 
__________! __ ___ be afraid or 
discouraged. For the Lord your 
God __ with ___ wherever ___ go.”

The 3 sessions were rounded up 

with a mini-worship service which 
led them in reflecting on what they 
have been taught during our time 
together, and praying for God’s 
work in the world, the church and 
themselves.

Praise God for the children of the 
church and the joy, fun and laughter 
that the children had as they learnt 
these truths on which to live their 
lives by! Praise God for the teachers 
who selflessly volunteered their 
time, energy and spiritual gifts in the 
planning, preparation and running of 
the programme, for the children to 
grow in the knowledge of God and 
their identity in Him and His call in 
their lives – all to the glory of God!

In humble faith, Mama (Mrs Ng) and I signed up for OIKOS 2016 Family 
Camp in December last year in view of us being octogenarians, at an age 
filled with ups and downs. To our joy, our daughter Rosita joined as a last 
minute registrant, her first OIKOS Camp.

Thank you, Camp Commandant Adrian and the OIKOS committee, for 
placing Rosita adjacent to our room, which was equipped with built-in 
supporting bars for the elderly in the shower room. Thank you for the 
wheelchair made available for Mama upon our arrival. 

Mr Lawrence Ko’s sessions were so inspiring that I re-read all the chapters 
in Nehemiah at night in the hotel room while Mama was asleep.

At the last session on Friday, Mama was stricken with sudden pain. Three 
KKMC doctors (Dr Clarence Tan, Dr Chong Shu Ling and Dr Ang Shiang Hu) 
attended to her.

I completed the hotel evaluation form with heartfelt appreciation for the 
personalised tray of special porridge for breakfast sent up by the hotel staff.

To cap it all, on the last day at Camp, Brother Donald Ting at breakfast 
offered a hospitality lift from Sister Teagan Chua and her mum so that we 
could follow them back to Singapore in a privately arranged 8-seater car.  
We thanked God for such angelic timing for Mama’s comfort.

God willing, we shall be at the next OIKOS Camp.

Papa Ng Fook Kah Mr and Mrs Ng Fook K ah 
Back Row (L-R) Lawrence Sia, Chang Sooi Noh, 
Ca rinne Goh, Law Whee Bean

Preacher Pau sha ring the ta lk in 
Mandarin to Mandarin Speakers

Discussion group L-R: Sa lly Ng, Goh 
Sock Hua, Avorie K oh, Lim K ar K eat, 
Shirlyn K o, Alice a nd Eric Ho
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两年前的某个礼拜天，
在女儿女婿的带领下到
KKMC 教会参加崇拜,
认识了主耶稣！

今年六月八日，参加了
教会所举办的两年一次
家庭营，这是我人生中
第一次与教会的弟兄姐
妹们共度了四天美好时
光。领受了神的恩典！

我们每天一起用完早餐
后就聚在礼堂崇拜赞美
主；之后进入小组分享
见证！感觉上帝的爱是
非常微妙的。只要信靠
祂,无论在何时何处，
都 能 与 神 同 在 。 从 静
默和独处到祷告,祂无
所不在、无所不能、无
所不知！我深深的感受
到，凡事祷告；在神没
有难成的事！

美好的时光往往都是过
到很快！期待下一个家
庭 营 的 到 来 ！ 求 主 蒙
恩！赞美主！

虽然结束了六月教会家庭营，可
是 却 让 我 记 忆 犹 新 ， 回 忆 着 步
上马六甲四天三夜的旅程。我期
待 再 次 旅 游 的 机 会 ， 也 向 往 新
的体验，因为这是我第一次参加
教会家庭营。 况且也是第一次
去到马六甲，几乎整个教堂的弟
兄姐妹们，连同他们的家人，扶
老携幼，包括我的男朋友，他的
母亲，和我的一位女性朋友，也
兴奋地参与，符合了家庭营的目
标，团结就是力量!

在湾景酒店的第一晚，在赞美敬
拜 开 幕 礼 上 ， 主 任 牧 师 分 享 过
后，我们有小组趣味游戏。我们
众伙玩拼字游戏，各自写一个喜
爱的英文子母贴在身上，然后组
成适合的字词。我们的组还得到
冠军，奖品呢，非常好的支配和
团体精神!

讲座主题信息很深入地探讨《真
实的话在现实的世界里》。丘人
杰牧师细说由来，都可以用来做

参考。当然，身为基督徒的我们应
该对主耶稣在圣经说的话语、爱和
承诺铭记于心。我们身为教会，
也是耶稣的肢体，耶稣的手、脚、
口，应该去祝福我们周边的人。无
论是在工作岗位，对家人或朋友，
我们可以和他们分享我们认识主的
过程与经历，帮助在我们周围有需
要有困难的人，尽我们的本份与能
力，宣扬主爱。祷告的力量来自耶
稣。有主在，必无难成的事，阿们!

第二天，我们有一些自由活动的时
间，所以大伙人都兴高采烈，去了
一趟购物商场。马六甲的商店品牌
几乎与新加坡的一样。一些友人也
趁机购物，因为价钱来的比新加坡
便宜。 

第三天，我们有较多的时间继续逛
街，参观《颠倒屋》。 因为初次看
见客厅，厨房，房间和厕所的家具
都悬挂在屋顶，迫不及待摆姿势拍
了许多有趣的照片。

然候，我们又去了马六甲鸡场街
文化坊，在 "三叔公" 那里品尝有
名的 "榴梿cendol"，买了一些纪念
品和零食回去。

组员们在三天里的赞美敬拜与主
题 讲 座 中 ， 看 法 和 讨 论 都 很 一
致，也互相为彼此祷告。

结束整个行程时，我们都增进了
解做为神子女的关系，而我也对
卫理公会甘榜加卜华语堂有了更
好的认识。

在 这 趟 旅 游 过 程 中 ， 有 一 些 感
动 ， 感 激 一 些 友 人 ， 特 别 是 嘉
傑，淑华auntie, Sally, Victor, 
Huimin, Katherine, Lois, Sharon, 
Dona ld，谢谢他们的照顾、帮
忙，感谢主保守我们出入平安，
顺利地到达目的地，也促进队友
们的相亲相爱!

总结就是不虚此行，期待下一个
教会家庭营!

玉冰姐妹 (Alice Ho)

莲珠姐妹 (Avorie Koh)

第一次参加家庭营

p Mandarin Ministry campers with the speaker Lawrence Ko and his wife Shirlyn
q Mandarin Ministry campers at the Magic 3D museum – turn the picture upside down to see the effect
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Reflections of camp participants

Adrian Goh, Oikos Camp Commandant

Eugenia Chioang
Kimberly Chia

Lai Kar Yam

OIKOS church camps are special moments: we make new friends, get to 
know each other better, and add some extra kilos to our bodies! This 
year, it was an added joy being an OIKOS camper, as well as the camp 
commandant. By God's grace, we were very blessed to welcome around 
220 campers.
 
How has this OIKOS camp helped us grow in faith and discipleship? Well, I 
believe in at least three ways:

1. Time for Fellowship
From the youngest camper just 18 months old, to our pioneer generation, 
we started each day praising and worshipping God together, in English 
and Mandarin. We lifted up our voices and sang “How great thou art”. 
Indeed, God is great! We also celebrated the birthdays of three campers, 
and had fellowship over meals together every day at camp. 

2. Time to Honour God
Many campers came forward to help and serve e.g. in prayer ministry 
and music ministry, to organise the children’s and toddlers’ programme, 
manning the tea counter, being bus-in-charge persons, and medical 
doctors. These acts of service are about how we are “Living Real in the 
Real World” and being “In and Involved”. These acts of service honour God. 

3. Time for Reflection
The teaching sessions and group discussions helped us to reflect on how 
we could make a real difference. I was reminded that we are called to 
‘know Him and to make Him known’: at home, at work, and where God 
has placed us in society. 

Thanks to the Pastoral Team and the Camp Committee, and everyone who 
came to make OIKOS camps worth coming back for!

Some of my best memories have been 
made in Church Camps. KKMC OIKOS 
2016 was no different. This was 
our first KKMC camp. We are fairly 
new in KKMC and desired to get to 
know more people in church. It was 
a great opportunity of fellowship, 
“cheem” teaching, fascinating group 
discussions, exciting games and 
fabulous makan. Pastor Kenneth 
would point out which dessert was 
nice at the buffet table. Karen Tan 
would ensure my son, Ryan, was 
consistently fed outside at the coffee 
table (*Thank you!*). Ryan enjoyed the 
youth group and even joined in the 
children’s ministry when he had time.

We are happy we got to know our 
KKMC family better.

OIKOS is FAMILY. I signed up not 
really knowing what to expect and by 
the end of the camp my heart was full; 
it showed me what a BIG family KKMC 
is – inclusive, caring, and loving.

The sharing sessions by the camp 
speaker Mr Lawrence Ko, small 
group discussions on LIVING REAL 
IN THE REAL WORLD were real, 
unpretentious, and relevant. As a new 
member to KKMC, I enjoyed myself 
immensely and look forward to 
signing up for the next OIKOS camp!

My first OIKOS experience was a really blessed one. I was struck by how 
friendly and welcoming people were, which made a huge difference because 
I went for OIKOS without knowing many people in KKMC! It is these little 
things, such as church members intentionally saying hello, finding out more 
about one another, and fully participating in the OIKOS activities, that helped 
me see that KKMC is indeed a really loving church. 

My time with the Children's Ministry was also a fruitful one: I thank God for 
the team which worked really well together, and for giving us the stamina 
to carry out 3 meaningful sessions with the children! Amidst the running 
around with the children, it was very heartening to see the children looking 
out for one another during the games and craft sessions, regardless of age. 
It was especially great to see that they had fun while still learning more about 
who God is and that they are made in God's image -- in their words, God is 
cool! 

I am thankful for OIKOS being an 
opportunity for me to meet so many 
people in KKMC -- from the really 
young, to the youthful at heart -- and for 
leading me to want to continue growing 
and serving in this church. 

Oikos 2016 Committee. Adrian Goh (right) 
chaired the committee

Kar Yam and Ryan @ Oikos

Marie, Kimberly and Eugenia taking 
part in the Bible Quiz
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OIKOS / THE ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE

Yeo Oon Chye 

Gareth Ong  

Lynette Lim

Our family went for the June church camp. At the camp, there were many 
people who were cordial and open to talk with us about topics that far 
extended from polite greetings. They were willing to share experiences with 
us and listen to us as well. In the optional organised activities and shopping 
trips, the church members welcomed us enthusiastically and encouraged us to 
participate, so we all felt extremely comfortable in KKMC.

The teaching sessions, held by Mr Lawrence Ko, had a title easy enough to 
understand “Living Real in the Real World”, but were covered in depth, ranging 
from prayer to the demise of Israel’s kingdom. A lot of the sessions helped 
give practical advice on how to be a better church and individual, such as to 
have greater involvement within the church and to help fill the needs of other 
people through actions. After each session was a group discussion, where 
discussion question were asked, then each person would get the opportunity 
to listen to other people’s opinions, and share about theirs too.

We are grateful to be part of this church camp, re-energising us to be of service 
to God in whatever place He has set us.  

We decided as a family to attend OIKOS this year, and as it had been some 
time since we attended church camp, we looked forward to it as the main 
highlight of the June school holidays.

As with previous OIKOS church camps, this one did not disappoint. We were 
blessed to have had the fellowship of some of our church members from the 
moment we met with our convoy at the Singapore Jurong Bird Park before the 
drive up to Malacca, up to the moment we were all able to check that our 
fellow travellers had returned home safely, after the four days of camp.

The feeling of belonging to one wider family, was prevalent throughout our 
few days together - we are grateful to the camp organisers who worked hard 
to ensure that the camp participants were all well looked after and well fed, 
and also to the volunteer teachers and caregivers who did a wonderful job 
teaching the children and keeping them busy (enabling the parents to focus 
on the teaching and sharing sessions). It was especially nice to share in the 
worship and games sessions, and the last teaching session with our Mandarin 
congregation members - for me, worship in both English and Mandarin led by 
our very able worship leaders and musicians provided an added dimension 
to the worship experience, and it was great to enjoy the company of church 
members whom I don't often meet. I also appreciated the enjoyable and open 
sharing by members of my group, which has helped us to deepen relationships 
and to form new friendships.  

From our speaker who provided much spiritual insight and food for thought, 
I am reminded firstly to practice the presence of God through prayer, not 
through my efforts alone, but through the Spirit given to us by God, which 
draws us to Him. Secondly, I am challenged to live out my faith by, as Mr 
Lawrence Ko aptly put it, "integrating personal piety and social holiness in my 
calling". Both works-in-progress I must admit, but that is all the more reason 
I am thankful for this community of believers in KKMC who are helping me in 
this, my life's journey.

I always look forward to OIKOS for 
learning and reflection, Christian 
fellowship, getting to know more 
people, and just having good food 
and fun together. This year, I was 
given the added privilege of serving as 
one of the group leaders. My task was 
made all the easier because everyone 
in my group was so cooperative and 
participative. In my group, I got to 
know 11 more adults from the KKMC 
family, in addition to knowing three 
others better than before the camp.

“Living Real in the Real World” was 
a very practical and useful topic, 
especially since living in a world that 
is growing more hostile to Christian 
values by the day, it is very easy for 
me to forget what our faith calls us 
to do. Having to facilitate the three 
group discussions for my group 
brought me extra benefits. I had to 
give more careful attention to the 
lessons, and digest what I heard a 
little more deeply, so that I would be 
able to better lead in the reflection 
and application discussions.

Thank God for OIKOS – for all the 
effort put in by the organisers, and 
for the edification I received.

R-L: Garath, Margaret, 
Gaven and Bernard

Lynette Lim's family

The Alpha Marriage Course 
Karen Bau

The Alpha Marriage Course in KKMC started with four 
couples attending seven sessions in 2014. The following 
year saw five couples graduating from the course. This 
year, another four couples graduated from the course. 

Participants of the Alpha Marriage Course : June & Chee Kheng, 
Zan & Veronica, Ps Kenneth, Daniel & Iris, Alex and Winnie with 
baby Alexandria
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Women's Society of Christian Service (WSCS) Hi Tea

At the Alpha Marriage Graduation ceremony on 23 April 
2016, there was plenty of laughter when participants 
shared about their experiences. 

“After 32 years of marriage, the husband becomes a bit 
like the furniture,” quipped Chee Kheng, adding that, 
“because when I come home from work, it would be the 
TV, the internet and the bed… and sometimes what I 
wear camouflages me and merges with the furniture!” 
Speaking about his wife June, he remarked, “My wife is 
like a magician – by magic, the laundry gets done… by 
magic, the floor is cleaned and by magic, there’s food on 
the table. I didn’t take her for granted but through my 
action, it appeared to be so… because we’re so familiar 
with each other.” He added that, “she knows a lot more 
about me than I know about myself, but after 32 years I 
still know nothing about her because I don’t know what 
she’s thinking most of the time.”

As for June, when she saw a notice in the church bulletin 
encouraging couples to sign up for the Alpha Marriage 
Course, she asked her husband if he’d like to attend it and 
his response was “you say what, what lah”, meaning “I’ll do 
what you say”! And so began their “amazing” journey. As 
Chee Kheng noted, “The people that helped us through the 
course are truly amazing – the atmosphere was fantastic 
and the food was good. We really had an amazing time. I 
discovered that it was a 3 R experience.”

Another couple, Zan and 
Veronica, quipped that “we never 
thought that our marriage would 
come to a point where we had to 
take a course, but then we’re so 
glad that we attended it!” Zan, 
who recently became a Christian, 
described the difference in the 
way that he speaks with his wife 
now: “God became the central 
figure in terms of helping us 
express our love, so we use loving 
words such as “God bless you”, 
“May God always look after you” 
and even words like “I love you”.” 

Veronica noted that their own children could see the 
difference that the course had made in their marriage. 
She commented: “It’s very strange because during this 
course we’ve discovered that there’re many things we took 
each other for granted in the past 38 years. We’ve also 
discovered that we didn’t show affection towards each other 
in public. Maybe it was because we’ve grown-up children. 
But we realised that we do kiss and hug our children, so 
why weren’t we also displaying affection as husband and 
wife? Now, we’re glad to hold each other’s hands in public 
and hug each other before we leave for work.” 

The Alpha Marriage graduation ceremony ended with a 
renewal of marriage vows for the four couples, and it was 
led by Pastor Kenneth Huang.

The 3 R experience involves three components – Revisit, 
Review and Renewal. During the course, Chee Kheng and 
June revisited the days of their youth. He described how 
he courted June by waiting at the bus-stop for her and 
walking her home. “That was quite romantic,” he recalled. 
But when it came to the part on Review, he found it tough 
because they needed to adjust to each other’s differences. 
“For example, her love language is talk, while my love 
language is food. When we’re eating out, we don’t talk to 
each other. So to me, it’s an amazing night but to her, 

A Saturday afternoon was set aside for the WSCS members and other KKMC ladies to meet and learn how we can 
be a more God-confident lady through Rev Jennie Ho-Huan’s sharing in a tea room setting on 23 April 2016. 
This is what some of the ladies who attended the event have to say:

we’ve not talked. Thus, in the course of the review, we 
come to terms with some of the things that we need to 
do,” he said.
 
The final R, Renewal, points to a renewal of their 32 
years of married life together, giving thanks to God for 
His blessings of love, peace and joy. The Lord’s grace and 
mercy will see them through the next 30 years!

Mrs Joscelyn Foo, President WSCS

I am thankful for the opportunity to learn from Rev Jenni Ho-Huan at the 
KKMC WSCS annual Hi Tea Affair. From her talk on "From self-confidence 
to God-in-me confidence", her prayer with me: "Lord, watch over my 
thoughts. Alert me to thoughts that take me away from you, that make 
me vulnerable to sin and rob me of my life and peace." After being told 
to write our personal prayers for our thought life, we prayed individually. 
My prayer is that my thoughts concerning every person and situation 
encountered each day will be directed by God to be in line with the mind of 
Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit, so that my responses to people 
and situations will be pleasing to Him.

THE ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE / WSCS

p Zan and Veronica renewing 
their marriage vows]

Laura Liew

The Furniture and the Magician

Love Language

The 3 R experience

From Self-confidence to God-in-me Confidence
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Youth Ministry Games Day
On the afternoon of 28 May 2016, youths from the Youth 
Ministry (YM), Tamil Ministry, Mandarin Ministry and 
the Boys’ Brigade Second Singapore Company gathered 
for a time of fun and games. Our church Social Hall was 
transformed into an arena for life-sized adaptations of 
“old-school” games like “Tic-Tac-Toe”, “Table Ice-Hockey”, 
“Hungry Hippos” and “Pac-Man”. Our youths had a great 
time of fellowship with much excitement and laughter. 

It was a joy to see youths coming together for wholesome 
fun through the ministry of the church. Such experiences 
challenge the prevalent culture that sees “fun” as involving 
violence, sex or the grotesque, or that “fun” can be had 
only through hand-held devices that bring you into a virtual 
world. 

It was also a joy to see youths from different groups and 
sub-cultures interacting and having fun with one another. 
That gave us a taste of what being in God’s community is 
like. Praise God for the joy of Christian fellowship in such 
times of fun! May our youths also experience the joy of 
Christian fellowship in trying times. 

Through the fellowship of the church, may they experience 
God as their heavenly Father who has drawn them into His 
family of love, joy and peace. 

Poh Zhi-Hui

WSCS / YOUTH MINISTRY 

The testimonies (especially Maureen's and Irene's) were good reminder of 
God's faithfulness.

Maureen was very brave in sharing her personal experience and her testimony 
reminded me of what we learned from Rev Jennie Ho i.e. we only need to 
depend on God, He is our desire and our strength. There is nothing He cannot 
do for us; all we need to do is depend on Him.

The preacher Rev Jenni Ho was very lively and what she preached was a good 
reminder for me i.e. remove, repair and reveal. I liked the 'fill in the blank' 
type of presentation that helps us to keep awake and the discussion session. 

Prov 31:25 - Strength and honor are her clothing; She shall rejoice in time to 
come. This gives me an insight to what we, as women, should look forward 
to - strength and honour. Coincidentally, or perhaps not so coincidentally, the 
next day's sermon also touched on this. What a reminder from God for me to 
depend on Him for strength and to always remember to honour Him.

The event was edifying and 
uplifting.  It reinforces a sense 
of self-worth, a sense of security 
because God watches over us, a 
sense of purpose in my life, and a 
sense of peace as Satan cannot fill 
my thoughts because the Holy Spirit 
takes control.  Another highlight 
was the encouraging testimonies 
of the ladies regarding their service 
and their spiritual journeys, and 
how their influence has made a 
difference in the spiritual lives of 
people around them.

Maureen Fong

Tan Yew Tin

At the Youth Ministry Games Day, I really 
enjoyed myself and had loads of fun! I 
was really looking forward to it as I felt 
that I would really enjoy myself and I did! 
If there is another Games Day, I would 
surely go for it!!! I really bonded with my 
friends and we all had fun!! And with 
God’s grace, I got to know new friends!!! 
The games were really very cool and 
creative. Thank you!

It was very enriching to see how the youths 
from the Youth Ministry along with the Boys 
from the Boys’ Brigade had a really fun 
time. My Youth Lifegroup really bonded during 
the Games Day and we had a blast! I made 
new friends with youths from the Tamil 
Ministry and Boys’ Brigade. Without a doubt, 
I would surely go for the next Games Day!

Samantha Yeo

Jon Sim
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YOUTH MINISTRY

At the end of last year, a few of us began toying 
with the idea of organising a session of fun and 
games for our youths to bond over. The Youth 
Ministry Games Day was organised to be an avenue 
for our youths to get to know one another better, 
especially in a setting different from our weekly 
worship and Bible study sessions. We thank God 
that the event served its purpose well for those 
who came.

The process leading up to this day of fun, however, 
wasn't without hurdles, especially since it had 
been a long time since we last organised such an 
event for our youths. But in each encounter of an 
obstacle, we saw God's hand at work. 

For starters, through a series of reasons 
beyond our control, the date for the event was 
changed several times. In the end,  the date of 
the Games Day ended up quite close to another 
event which the youths were involved in. This 
generated a concern that the 2 events would 
unintentionally be “competing” for our youths’ 
time and both events may suffer a lower turnout. 
Instead, the attendance at both events was not 
significantly affected by the proximity of the 
dates. Furthermore, the date of the Games Day 
allowed it to unexpectedly become part of a Boys’ 
Brigade (BB) 2nd Company’s camp programme. The 
participation of the boys from 2nd Coy added to 
the lively atmosphere of the event, and our youths 
had a surprising added opportunity to interact 
with the BB Boys.
 
We also had some difficulty securing a suitable 
venue for the event. As a result, we adjusted the 
games and held it in our Social Hall. Our Social Hall 
proved just big enough to house the activities we 
had planned for the day. With groups of youths 
engaged in the games, a table full of snacks, and 
music playing in the background, it was quite a 
sight to see our Social Hall being used in a way 
that I haven't seen since my days as a youth, 
almost a decade ago.

Praise the Lord for the smooth running of this 
event, for safety and the fun that the youths had, 
and for helping us experience once again that life 
in a Christian community is not a joyless routine, 
and there is much room for the celebration of 
God’s blessings and His gifts of friends, fun and 
laughter. Please also continue to pray with us 
that our youths will continue to grow as a godly 
community and be a blessing to our BB and GB 
companies.

The Youth Ministry (YM) Games Day was 
a fun and unique experience. It provided 
the church youths with a chance to bond 
closer with one another. We also had the 
opportunity to make more friends from 
the students of Victoria School. Through 
the games, I feel I got to know YM members 
better while getting to know some new 
faces too.

The Youth Ministry Games Day was a very 
memorable and enjoyable event for me 
as I got to spend time together with my 
Youth Lifegroup, forging greater bonds. 
I also got to interact with new people 
through the wide variety of interesting 
games.

Kegan Ang – Youth Ministry Games Day Committee Chairman Chris Lim Hongxi

Alyssa Ting
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Sunday
KKMC celebrated God’s gift of youths to the church on 
the annual Youth Sunday on 26 June 2016. As in previous 
years, the youths and leaders in our church’s Youth 
Ministry were involved in leading the 8.00am, 9.30am and 
11.30am worship services. Inspired and empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, this year’s Youth Sunday saw our youths 
being involved in more aspects of the worship service and 
church’s fellowship, adding to the vibrancy of the church’s 
worship and helping our youths’ spiritual formation. 

The youths took the lead in manning the Audio and Visual 
equipment, assuming the roles of musicians and worship 
leaders, the prayer leaders, ushers and dancers for the 
offertory. 

In the Social Hall, tables were set up where church members 
could take an “Encouragement Card” and write a note to a 
youth. There were also Prayer Bookmarks to help church 
members pray for our youths. Over at the Joy Stall, Sarah 
Low baked some goodies for the breakfast crowd.

Here are some of our youths’ reflections on their 
involvement in the worship services on Youth Sunday.

Joycelyn Tan 
(Youth Lifegroup 6) 
- Pianist 

Dylan Chew 
(Youth Lifegroup 3) 
- Prayer Leader

Benjamin Cheong 
(Youth 6 Lifegroup) 
- Helper at 
Encouragement 
Cards & Prayer 
Bookmarks booth

Seth Lim 
(Youth Lifegroup 1) 
- Audio-Visual 
Operator

Alyssa Ting 
(Youth 2 Lifegroup) 
- Dancer

Samantha Goh 
(Youth Ministry Leader) 
- YM Youth Sunday 
CoordinatorThe thought of playing 

the piano in front of the 
whole congregation was 
terrifying, to say the least. 
I was worried that I would 
mess up and play a wrong 
note. However, in the 
days leading up to Youth 
Sunday, God showed me 
that worship is more than 
just being able to play 
good music. Worship is 
about showing God how 
much we love and adore 
Him. It doesn't matter if we 
play the occasional wrong 
note, or even if we can't 
sing with absolute perfect 
pitch. As long as we have 
a heart of worship, I think 
that God will be pleased. I 
truly enjoyed serving Him 
this Youth Sunday and 
would gladly serve again 
next year.

Giving out the prayer 
bookmarks and cards at the 
table in the Social Hall was 
a good experience for me. 
It was really encouraging to 
see many people from the 
different services coming to 
take the cards to write their 
prayers and encouragement 
for the youths. Some people 
wrote to encourage specific 
youths that they knew 
while others even wrote 
to encourage the youth 
ministry as a whole. Quite 
a few people even asked 
who had designed the cards 
as they looked really nice. 
Overall I think it was great 
and many youths have been 
encouraged through it, 
including me.

Initially I thought that 
operating the AV system 
during worship service was 
a very simple task. But when 
the music started playing, 
Oliver and I became super 
anxious because we had 
to switch the screens from 
the cameras to the different 
slides. This made us really 
nervous that we may mess 
up. However, Kaye Cheong 
from the church AV team 
helped us to go through 
the services with barely any 
errors and made us more 
confident while operating 
the AV system. We should 
not take the people handling 
the AV system on Sundays 
for granted and thank them 
for helping out every week.

Being part of the Youth 
Sunday dance was a great 
and meaningful experience 
for me. I not only got to 
praise GOD through my 
dancing but also got to 
make new friends and 
share the spirit of youth. 
Even though it was not 
easy going for practices 
every week, it was worth it 
as I was able to experience 
the joy of dancing in the 
house of the Lord. If given 
the chance I would be 
more than happy to dance 
for GOD again.

Youth Sunday each year 
reminds me that small 
things can make big impacts. 
More than just another 
opportunity to serve, it was 
an encouragement to me 
to see God's work manifest 
in the excitement, energy 
and passion of each and 
every one of the youths who 
stepped up to contribute this 
year. I believe that the faith 
and ministry of the youths 
touched the congregation 
in a special way. I continue 
to be inspired by how the 
youths committed their 
anxieties about their various 
roles in the worship services 
to God and the joy of 
fellowship that was exhibited 
and experienced by the 
youths in the course of their 
preparation for their roles in 
Youth Sunday.

When I was first presented 
the opportunity to lead 
the corporate prayer, I 
felt elated at the prospect 
of serving God and the 
church. At the same time I 
was apprehensive as I was 
not eloquent by nature. 
However, I reasoned that 
if I trusted God everything 
would be fine. The night 
prior to Youth Sunday, I 
experienced a sense of 
overwhelming anxiety about 
leading the corporate prayer 
the next day, but I trusted 
God to deliver me through 
the prayer because I knew it 
was Him who was in charge. 
Everything went well in the 
end and I would definitely 
do it again, knowing that 
God is always with me.

Dancers: Front row: Megan Tay, 
Alyssa Goh, Alyssa Ting, Juliet Yong
Back row : Joann Chia, Samantha 
Goh, Everi Yeo
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Mandarin Ministry Prayer Sunday

Young Adults' Retreat

Lois Lam

The retreat was a good time for me to take a break from my busy 
school life. It happened to fall within a rare two-week school holiday. 
So I had a good opportunity to rest in the presence of God during 
the retreat and I didn’t have to worry about doing any back-to-school 
assignments. 

It was a wonderful time to recharge in the things of God as I had 
missed out on most church activities because of school work. I really 
gained a lot from listening to those invited speakers at the retreat. 

I could connect with the speakers and identify with their real-life 
experiences. I felt especially inspired listening to Mr Jason Wong, a 
former prison officer. One of the key points in his message is that 
when we’re aware of our identity in Christ as Sons and Daughters of 
God, we can be sure that we’ve a destiny and a purpose found only 
in our relationship with God.

I truly appreciate everything that the planning committee had done 
in making this retreat a meaningful one. Praise God for a blessed 
time at Changi Cove!

MANDARIN MINISTRY

For the past few years, KKMC 
Mandarin Ministry has participated 
in Global Day of Prayer (GDOP) that 
brings together Christians from 
all over the world to pray for their 
country. Following the SG50 Jubilee 
Day of Prayer that was held at 
Singapore Sports Hub on 5 July 2015, 
there was no large scale national-
level GDOP this year. However, our 
Mandarin Ministry felt prompted by 
the Holy Spirit to continue praying 
with the global Christian community 
on 15 May 2016, the day that GDOP 
was observed in other countries. The 
Mandarin Ministry committee decided 
to observe a Day of Prayer for 
Singapore, Malaysia, Indonesia, China 
and Taiwan as our congregation 
members are from these countries.

The primary purpose of the GDOP is 
to have a process of Repentance and 
Prayer in asking the Lord: 
• To forgive our sins 
• For the restoration of the Church 
• For the healing of the nations 

We stand united in repentance, prayer 
and worship for the glory of Christ 
and the blessing of the nations. We 
seek God’s forgiveness and exalt 
His Son because He is worthy. We 
look forward to the coming of His 
kingdom. The key verse used by the 

GDOP movement is: 

2 Chronicles 7:14
If my people, who are called by my 
name, will humble themselves and 

pray and seek my face and turn 
from their wicked ways, I will hear 
from heaven and will forgive their 

sins and restore their land.

Therefore, we’re called to intercede 
for the nations that are still in 
darkness, lawlessness and poverty. 
We trust God to forgive and heal the 
land. We seek to be transformed into 
the image of Christ, and to be light 

and salt to the world that’s dying and 
deceived without the knowledge of 
the glory of the Lord.

Habakkuk 2:14
For the earth will be filled with 

the knowledge of the glory of the 
Lord, as the waters cover the sea.

We trust that our Abba Father will 
continue to quicken our spirits to be 
aligned with His Spirit as His return 
draws near. May we as a church rise 
up to what He is doing in our midst 
to be ‘In and Involved’ as one body 
of Christ!

Surrender

Praying for the nations represented in our Mandarin Ministry

Nanyi
Guest Speaker Jason Wong, (front row, right), with 
the MM Young Adults
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Relationships and friendships play a crucial role in our faith 
community. They’re our anchors and support especially when 
we feel alone in this world. I’m happy to have forged a deeper 
bond with some young adults who attended the retreat. Most 
of the young adults in our Mandarin Ministry are busy with 
either their studies or work, hence we don't have the luxury 
of time to communicate with and understand one another 
better. It wasn’t enough to meet up with each other for just a 
few hours every Sunday. We need friends who’ve time to lend 
a listening ear and above all, to pray for one another.

During the retreat, four Christian sisters came together for a 
time of sharing that lasted close to four hours. That evening, 
before some of us parted to take a rest, we concluded 
that "God has shown us that we’re not facing issues in life 
by ourselves. We’re His children and we’ve a big Christian 
family. No matter what we’re facing, we’ve the family of 
God to confide in and to receive support from. I believe that 
friendship and relationship among God’s children are closer 
than with our other friends."

During the retreat, we listened to the story of changes in 
the career goal of Mr Jason Wong, who founded the Yellow 
Ribbon Project. His testimony made me realise that God 
has given us a greater purpose and plan in our workplaces 
than simply fulfilling obligations to our employers. We’re 
not working for just money and reputation but to be a 
marketplace minister, a missionary of God to show His love 
and spread His peace to those who may not be experiencing 
all these. Believing in that “Thy Kingdom come on earth as it 
is in heaven”, I’m motivated to seek God for new goals in my 
career, and I pray for God's kingdom to be prominent in my 
life wherever I am placed.

The retreat was a time of testing and moulding of my 
character – the way in which I react in certain situations. 
I’m thankful for the committee that had invited Mr 
Wong, who shared that God’s kingdom dwells wherever 
we’re placed and whenever we acknowledge Him. The 
sharing has also challenged me to love the “unlovable”, 
especially when I’m facing difficulties accepting the 
“unlovable sides” of my colleagues at work. 

As Jesus calls us to be the salt and light of the world, 
these questions resonated within me – How do I exercise 
that in the corporate world? Have I forgiven much? Do I 
display Jesus' character when I speak? Do I trust God 
to deal with my situation or do I depend on my own 
strength and wisdom? Have I loved my Mustard Seed 
Fellowship youth members? Did I spend time to know 
them better?

An incident happened during the second day of the 
retreat. I tore a part of my contact lens (hard lens) in the 
sink and I became very upset, thus negative thoughts 
filled my mind as I couldn't accept the situation. But God 
reminded me, “I will provide”, and asked, “Will you still 
rest in me even when it means a high cost in replacing 
your lens?”

When we allow negative thoughts to consume us, it 
corrupts us from the inside out. But if we know how to 
practise focusing on and trusting in God, it strengthens 
us from within – which makes a huge difference as His 
words of truth encourage and empower us. It’ll be a 
continuous learning journey for me to build up my faith 
in the Lord. All glory belongs to Him!

MANDARIN MINISTRY / TAMIL MINISTRY

AnQi Fiona Ng

Tamil Ministry Children’s Retreat 
21 May 2016Chris Irene Leo (Sunday school student)

“For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, 
“plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to 
give you hope and a future.” Jeremiah 29:11

It was indeed great fun to be with church friends 
enjoying a day of spiritual retreat. 

We started off with prayer in a pleasant and windy 
park. Cerlin Aunty taught us songs to start the day. We 
had a very good time bonding with friends, teachers, 
and church elders. It gave us a big opportunity to 
understand the importance of spiritual life. 

I personally felt it was a great time to reconnect with 
God as we had our group discussion in a beautiful park 
where we could enjoy nature. We prayed for each other: 

Bodies: Pray for health, strength and healing
Learning: Pray for all children in church
Employment: Pray for material and financial needs
Seeking: Pray for hearts that seek God
Social: Pray for strong family and community 
relationships 

We also had snacks and a mouth-watering lunch in 
between the sessions. Time flew by and soon the retreat 
came to an end. The lovely memories stayed with me 
and I cannot wait for another awesome retreat like this 
with my friends.
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p Junior class led by Anita Joseph
q Primary class led by Nancy Andrews

Start children off on the way they should go, and even when they are 
old they will not turn from it. 

Proverbs 22:6 NIV 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
him who brings good tidings. 

Isaiah 52:7(a) 

Nancy Andrews         

Arunkumar

Tamil Ministry Vacation Bible School 2016

Tamil Ministry Mission Trip Visit to our Indian Mission Fields

TAMIL MINISTRY / TAMIL MINISTRY MISSION TRIP

This verse aptly described what 
happened at the KKMC Tamil Ministry 
Vacation Bible School (VBS). This is the 
fourth year that we are conducting VBS 
during the June school holidays.

The VBS was held over six days from 
20–25 June, from 9.30am to 1.00pm, 
at KKMC. This year, 28 children 
participated, including a few from other 
churches.

The children were split into 4 groups: 
Beginner, Primary, Junior and Inter. 
The theme for VBS 2016 was “Gates Be 
Lifted Up”. The theme was expanded 
into 6 distinct topics: “A Welcoming 
Gate; A Gate for the Sheep; A Beautiful 
Gate; A Narrow Gate; A Warning Gate; 
and A Gate for Heaven”. These topics 
helped lay a strong spiritual foundation 
for the children. 

The kids glorified God by singing songs, 
learning bible stories and listening 
to the story from the book Pilgrim’s 
Progress. This book by John Bunyan 
tells of a dream where a man named 
Christian sets out on a pilgrimage from 
the city of destruction to the celestial 
city. In his journey, he encounters many 
troubles and difficulties. How Christian 
eventually made it to the celestial city 
was an inspiration to the children. In 
addition, biblical values were taught and 

emphasised through skits and games.

After the VBS concluded on Saturday, 25 
June, the children returned on Sunday 
26 June to give a special presentation 
during the Tamil worship service. The 
children presented what they had learnt, 
and glorified God. We hope the children 
would eagerly look forward to the VBS 
next year.

Special thanks to:
• Pastor Kenneth, who shared his 

greetings with the children and 
encouraged them to make use of this 
opportunity effectively.

• The VBS team directors Mrs Malathi 
and Mrs Cerlin.

• The VBS teachers Mrs Anitha Jaison, 
Mrs Infanta Niksan, Mrs Nancy 
Andrews, Mrs Anita Joseph and Mrs 
Stella Albert.

• The VBS volunteers Mr Sudhakar, Mr 
Prince, Mr Albert, Mr S. Rajkumar, Mr 
A. Prabu, Mr D. Joseph, Mr Muthu, 
Mr Vijayaraja, Mr Stanley, Mr Jebaraj, 
Master Eben Joseph, and Mr William. 

• Pastor Rev D. Vethanbu for his 
guidance and prayer support. 

Glory be to God!

The KKMC Tamil Ministry team was blessed with the 
wonderful opportunity of visiting the Indian Missionary 
Society (IMS) mission fields. We have been aware of 
the church’s mission work in India, and have also 
been supporting the mission through our prayers and 
contributions. But this time, the Lord opened the way for 
us to go and see what He is doing in the mission fields in 
India. The team comprised Rev Vethanbu, Mr D. Joseph, Mr 
Julius, Mr Koilpitchai, Mr Adaikalaraj and Mr Arunkumar.

We visited our missionaries in two locations: Rev Samuel 
Abraham and Ivy (in Malkangiri, Odisha) and Mr Manickam 
and Rosemary (in Bramhapuri, Maharashtra). 

Before we visited them, we prepared ourselves by praying, 
and the congregation prayed with us.

Malkangiri
Malkangiri is one of the most backward places in India. By 
God’s grace and through the work of our missionaries, there 
has been much improvement.

IMS started their ministry in Malkangiri 50 years ago. 
Today, there are many ministries being carried out 
there: evangelism, church planting, education, childcare, 
missionary training and bible translation. Rev Samuel 
Abraham coordinates all of these ministries. We can see 
God’s hand on every work they do.

The dedication and the hard work of our missionaries, 
Samuel Abraham & Ivy, and the new missionaries, 
impressed us.

This mission field is growing and many are being added to 
the fold. Their systematic planning is an added strength to 
their ministry. During our stay there we heard the inspiring 
testimonies of the missionaries. The children from the hostel 
also presented a programme which helped us to understand 
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p Village congregation at MV3 
{ Boys’ Hostel at Malkangiri. The girls are housed in a separate building.
q School at Malkangiri where Ivy is the Principal 
y Church at Malkangiri

p Fellowship meal at Malkangiri

p Manickam family receiving the team 
L-R : RoseMary, Manickam, Rev Vethanbu, Mr Arunkumar, Mr D.Joseph,
Mr Julius, Mr Koilpitchai, and Mr Adaikalaraj
q Sunday Worship Service presently takes place in the hall of the rented 

house that Manickam and RoseMary are staying in.

p	The team with missionaries Rev Samuel Abraham and Ivy (right and 2nd 
from right) 

q	Land at Bramhapuri to be developed into a mission centre.
y IMS General Secretary Rev Kingsly crossing and laying the foundation 

stone at the land we bought in Bramhapuri. 

(Shown on map) – Route Mission team took to Malkangiri and Bramhapuri 
(map uses alternative spelling)

TAMIL MINISTRY MISSION TRIP

the culture of the different people groups. A village visit 
to MV3 on 15 June 2016 was a good experience. We were 
surprised to hear the tribal believers singing familiar hymns 
but in the Santhali language.

On behalf of our church, we hosted a fellowship meal for all 
students, missionaries and lay leaders in the field on 14 June.
 
Bramhapuri
Our own missionary couple, Mr Manickam and Rosemary, are 
doing good work at Bramhapuri. Through their ministries, 
several worship groups have been raised in and around 
Bramhapuri.
 
We visited Changli, a village in Bramhapuri. The believers in 
the worship group were enthusiastic and they had a Spirit-
filled worship session there. Our church hosted the meal 
which was served there. We also visited the piece of land 
we are purchasing to develop the mission field, through the 
construction of a church, missionary quarters and hostels for 
poor children.

By the grace of God, the foundation stone for the church was 
laid during our visit. The participation of IMS general secretary 
Rev Kingsly John Stephen, National Field Coordinator Rev 
Daniel Rajamoni, and Regional Coordinator Rev Selvaraj 
was very encouraging. It was also a joyful time for the team 
members to see Mr Manickam and his family's ministry there.

Manickam and Rosemary were also very much encouraged by 
our visit.

As a team we are grateful to God for making this visit 
possible and for the great blessing to all of us. We came 
back highly motivated to do great things for God in whatever 
ways we can. The team members also felt that we should 
continue this visit in the coming years. When we shared our 
experiences with the congregation after we returned, many 
members also expressed their interest in visiting in the 
future. We also thank our Pastor-in-charge and other Leaders 
for their encouragement to visit the mission fields. TO GOD 
BE THE GLORY.
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Homework Centre - June School Holiday Tour To The Farms

Community Blessing Events 

The sounds of children having fun 
punctuated the tranquil Kranji area as 
students from the KKMC Homework 
Centre spent a day at Jurong Frog 
Farm. During the excursion on 22 June 
2016, a group of 10 boys and girls 
from the centre enjoyed themselves 
playing with frogs. The activity was 
part of their “hands-on” show-and-tell 
session at the farm. The bolder ones 
among them caught the frogs with 
their bare hands, while the others 
used nets to catch tadpoles. The more 
playful ones threatened to throw the 
frogs that they had caught, at their 
friends who were screaming away at 
the top of their voices. 

The farm visit was a practical science 
lesson for the children. They were 
taught about the life cycle of a frog 
by the farm’s friendly guide. They 
took turns to have their photographs 
taken with a fully grown American 
bullfrog, which sat on a straw hat that 
was placed on their heads. At first, 
they were frightened of the frogs and 
were reluctant to be near one but 
after they became acquainted with the 
amphibians, they thoroughly enjoyed 

playing with the frogs. Meanwhile, 
our volunteers had a closer encounter 
with the frogs as they sat down to 
enjoy a plate of deep-fried frog legs!
 
Earlier that day, the children had 
made their first stop at Hay Dairies, 
a goat farm. The farm’s education 
officer briefed the children on the 
goat milking process and the benefits 
of drinking goat’s milk. The children 
had a chance to pet the kids (young 
of goat) and tasted some fresh 
goat’s milk. In between visits to 
the goat and frog farms, our group 
managed to squeeze in a short walk 
at the Sungei Buloh Wetland Reserve. 
While walking along the coastal 
trail, I told the children of possible 
crocodile sightings. You could see the 
apprehension on some of their faces! 
Truth be told, I couldn’t imagine a 
crocodile charging out of the water 
towards 10 screaming children. 
Would that send them scattering in all 
directions or would the crocodile be 
driven away by the children’s noise? 
I didn’t have the answer as there 
was no sign of any crocodile on that 
beautiful morning.

Lai Kar Yam

A walk a long the Sungei 
Buloh Wetla nds Reserve

Catching 
tadpoles

Visit to Hay 
Dairies

Visit to 
the Ju rong 
Frog Fa rm

Christine Tan
This was the first time I participated in Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church’s (KKMC) 4th Community Blessing Event 
(CBE).  I had initially planned to take part in one segment 
of the CBE, but little did I know God would move my heart 
and lead me to participate in all 3 segments! 

The 3 segments comprised of
• Community Blessing Event on 14 May, 1-3pm where 

KKMC members would visit the homes of the community 
around the church. 

• Community Health Screening Exercise on 21 May (Vesak 
Day), 8-11am, KKMC Social Hall

• Health Report Collection on 18 June, 9-11am, KKMC

The objective of the CBE, was to get to know the 
community around KKMC and bless them. To that end, 
this round of CBE included a free Basic Health Screening 
for the first time, held in conjunction with the Health 
Promotion Board (HPB) on 21 May Vesak Day.

Community Blessing Event, 14 May
On that Saturday afternoon, 200 KKMC members and 
friends braved the rain as they visited the flats around the 
church, bearing a simple gift of dried berries and a flyer 
inviting residents for a free Basic Health Screening on 21 

May at KKMC.

I joined a team that included Dyfrig Wilson, Lyndon Gan 
and his son Jed Gan. Before we set off for the house visits, 
all the teams gathered in the church sanctuary for a time 
of worship, prayer and briefing.

When our team visited the first house on the list of 
households assigned to us, I was rather nervous because 
I am quite shy. Even though I am fluent in English, 
Mandarin and Cantonese, I felt a little anxious conversing 
with the residents and inviting them to the free Basic 
Health Screening. So my team members chipped in to help 
whenever they could.

As we visited the houses assigned to us, I was thankful 
that we didn’t encounter any hostility from the residents 
and that about 70% of them were at home. Most received 
our gift of a packet of dried berries with thanks, and were 
pleasantly surprised when we told them the Basic Health 
Screening would be free-of-charge and that it would be 
held in KKMC, near their homes. 

When all the teams returned to KKMC after completing the 
house visits, we had a short debrief, followed by a time of 
thanksgiving, food and fellowship.

The house visits was a good experience for me as I learnt 
that the CBE is about relationship-building, not just 
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between KKMC and the residents, but among the CBE 
team members as well, as I got to know the residents and 
our team members better.

Community Health Screening Exercise, 21 May
On this Saturday morning, 100 residents came for the free 
Basic Health Screening conducted in KKMC’s Social Hall. 
Professional staff from the HPB, assisted by volunteers and 
even nurses from our Tamil congregation. I helped out by 
befriending the residents who came for the screening.

I was again nervous about being in the frontline, but this 
time, I was better prepared because I was reminded by the 
Holy Spirit that “The LORD himself goes before you and will 
be with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you. Do not 
be afraid; do not be discouraged.” (Deuteronomy 31:8)

After the residents had completed their health screening, 
they were each given a cup of Milo and some biscuits. As 
they ate and drank, I chatted with them to get to know 
them better.

They said they were very happy that the Health Screening 
was held near their homes. This saved them much time 
and money as they did not need to travel far. Also, they 
appreciated the packet of dried berries we gave them 
during the house visits the previous Saturday, as they 
found it healthy and tasty.

As they shared about their lives, families, work and 
problems, I listened and tried to give them some 
encouragement and emotional support. I was grateful for 
the opportunity to chat with them.

After the free Basic Health Screening ended, all the 
volunteers from HPB and KKMC were treated to a packet 
lunch of nasi lemak and drinks.

Health Report Collection, 18 June
On that Saturday morning, 50 residents turned up at 
KKMC to collect their Health Report in KKMC’s Social Hall. 
As for those who did not turn up to collect their Health 
Report, the church mailed it to their residential address.

Once again, professional staff from the HPB were present. 
I resumed my role of befriending the residents who came 
to collect their health report.

I recognised a few familiar faces such as Mr Tan, who 
also recognised me and remembered who I am, as I had 
a pleasant conversation with him during the Basic Health 
Screening.

After the residents had collected their Health Report, they 
sat down for a free Health Talk specially organised for 
them. The speaker explained how they are to interpret 
the numbers in their Health Report, and also taught them 
how to live a healthy lifestyle through eating right and 
exercising right. Nurses were on site to help explain to 
each individual the results of his/her Health Report. 

In conclusion, I am thankful to have been able to 

participate in all the 3 segments of this CBE. The grace of 
God enabled me to overcome my shyness so that I could 
do His work of reaching out to the community, to show 
them His love and care for them.

Praise God for His blessings upon this 4th CBE, that all the 
3 segments went well and were warmly-received by the 
community. A series of follow-up Health Talks for Seniors 
aged 50 and above conducted by the HPB was held over 6 
Saturday mornings from 9 July – 13 August 2016 at The 
Unfailing Light.

The next CBE will be held on Saturday 19 November 
2016, 11am – 1pm, with a follow-up on Saturday 26 
November 2016. Look out for more details in the church 
announcement and participate.

Pradeep 
I always had the urge to do social service and contribute 
to the society. However, this desire was happening only 
in my thoughts and I never put it into action. Kampong 
Kapor Methodist Church gave me that opportunity to put 
into action my wish to help people through the community 
health screening on 21 May. 

I had volunteered myself for the health screening but was 
clueless about what I had signed up for. Zillion things 
were running inside my head when I came to church on 
the community health screening day. I was bit nervous 
thinking about what I would be assigned to do and how 
I would be able to do it well. However, when I came to 
church Pastor Kenneth and other church members spoke 
to me and encouraged me and made me feel comfortable. 

Pastor Kenneth and Mr Ivan Ho instructed me to interact 
with the residents after they finish their health screening 
and while they are sipping their Milo. That was my forte 
because I love interacting with people. Initially, residents 
were bit hesitant to talk to me but I told them that as a 
church we didn’t want to be confined ourselves but to go 
out and contribute to the society. That was why we have 

p House visit teams: Jed, Christine, Dyfrig, Elaine, Claire, Eddie and Faith
{ Time of fellowship after the CBE house visits. Christine is 2nd from left 

next to Ps Gabriel.
q Mandarin Ministry at the Community Blessing Event
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Feeding The Community

taken the initiative to do the health screening. Slowly, they 
started opening up and started talking to me. After that 
we reminded them to come back on 18 June to collect 
their test results.

On 18 June, those who had gone for the health screening 
came to church and collect their results and watch a video 
about maintaining good health. Although the number of 
people who came was less than the number who were 
screened, I had a chance to spend more time interacting 
with each resident. For a few of the residents, I read out 
their medical report and encouraged them to have a 
healthy diet. Also, I invited them to enrol to a series of 
free health talks to be conducted in our church premises 
at The Unfailing Light. Many of them registered and 
expressed their willingness to attend the sessions. There 
was an elderly couple who were so kind to invite me to 
their home and now they have become good friends. I am 
praying for them and hope soon they will come to our 
church and give their life to Jesus.

All those who came for the tests were so glad that in their 
neighbourhood such welfare activities is taking place and 
our church is reaching out to people irrespective of their 
religion and race. I could see the gratefulness in many 
residents’ faces when I spoke to them.

Jesus said “Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one 
of the least of these brothers of Mine, you did for Me.” 
I felt so blessed and content after getting involved in 
the community service. I thank God for giving me this 
wonderful opportunity and to be a blessing to the society.

I thank from bottom of my heart to Pastor Kenneth for his 

encouraging and comforting words, Mr Ivan Ho for his support 
and special thanks to Mr Lyndon Gan for always holding my 
hand and cheering me up to go extra mile for God.

The Lord whom we serve is so compassionate that he 
prayed for those who were nailing him on the cross then 
we as his followers, how compassionate we should be to 
our fellow human beings!!! 

I would like to urge our church members to get involved 
in church activities, especially when it comes to mingling 
with non-Christians, so that we all could be fisherman of 
men and work for glory of the kingdom of God.

p Pradeep befriending some people who came for the Community Health 
Screening Exercise

{ Shyla Rajkumar, a nurse worshipping in our Tamil Service volunteered as 
one of the health care professionals at the Community Health Screening 
Exercise

q Irene explaining how to use the Faecal Immunochemical Test (FIT) to 
test for colorectal cancer

p Rev Vethanbu (right) 
interacting with migrant 
worker enjoying a meal at 
the KKMC social hall.

u WSCS ladies giving our food 
during the Feeding The 
Community programme on 
3 July 16

3 July 2016

KKMC started the Feed the Hungry programme in 2009 to 
help migrant workers who had fallen to difficult times.

Over the years, as the economic climate improved, we have 
found that there were less and less migrant workers who were 
in dire straits. However, the Feed The Hungry programme had 
built a lot of goodwill in our community and it gave KKMC an 
opportunity to connect with migrant workers and people in 
our ‘kampong’. From merely feeding those who were hungry, 
this programme has given us the platform to befriend migrant 
workers and minister to their other needs.

On 2 July 2016, we renamed the programme Feeding the 
Community to better reflect the current state of this ministry. 
Ladies from the WSCS joined members of the Tamil ministry 
to distribute 500 packets of food and to chat with the migant 
workers. The 'muscle men' from the Tamil ministry helped 
to move tables, bottles of water and food boxes to the front 
porch of the church while the ladies handed out the food and 
drinks.

Migrant workers were invited to eat their meal in the church 
social hall where Rev Vethanbu and other Tamil Ministry 
members were on hand to interact with them.
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HIV/AIDS Ministry

Iftar at Turkish Cultural Centre

Can You Drink The Cup? 

Rev Gabriel Liew

Rev Gabriel Liew

Andrew Cheong

KKMC was invited by the Turkish Cultural Centre to partake in the “Iftar” on 18 
June 2016, an evening meal to break the fast at the end of the day. Our Pastor-
in-Charge, Rev Kenneth Huang, his wife Jacqueline, daughters Anne and Grace, 
Ivan Ho and Andrew Cheong represented KKMC. Guests included people from all 
the three Abrahamic faiths. We have a good in time interacting, building trust, 
enjoying the meal and making new friends. 

This year, the Muslim fasting month, Ramadan, was from 5 June to 6 July. Muslims fast during the 
day and break fast at sunset. They have a meal early in the morning before sunrise. Throughout 
the day they refrain from any food or drink. At sunset, Iftar is usually a joyous family affair. 
Muslims may observe Iftar at home, in a restaurant and or at the mosque. Iftar is a simple ritual 
where the majority of the people would eat an Arabian date or just take a drink of water when 
they hear signal to end the fast in the form of a short prayer broadcast over the radio.

Iftar can also be celebrated among friends in an informal setting. The fasting month is also a 
good time to show hospitality to people of all faiths, and to develop friendship and trust. The 
evening meal may also be shared with the needy in society.

Mercy is the first attribute of God. The name of God 
is mercy. There are no situations we cannot get out 
of, we are not condemned to sink into Quicksand.

- Pope Francis -

We need to offer a helping hand to others in need.
- Rev Kenneth Huang -

People living with HIV/AIDS (PLHIV) today are similar to 
the biblical lepers. Both are outcasts of society. As Jesus 
ministered to the lepers, His Church and disciples must 
follow His example to minister to those with PLHIV.
 
Currently, KKMC is working with the Medical Social Workers 
from the Singapore General Hospital to provide financial 
support to PLHIV.
 
Meanwhile, we are continuing to work with the Catholic 
Aids Response Effort (C.A.R.E.) We visited and shared a 
meal with the residents of C.A.R.E. on 25 May 2016. We 
also presented them some NTUC vouchers as a gift.

p Mr Lim Siam Mong doing a magic show for the residents of C.A.R.E.
{ Mr Milton Chan singing and leading the residents in a sing-a-long 

session.

p Thuja Home visit - joyful volunteers from KKMC
{ Pastor Gabriel enthralling the residents with a Gospel Magic presentation

Jesus asks his friends James and John, the sons of Zebedee, 
“Can you drink the cup that I am going to drink?” (Matthew 
20:20-23). When we minister to others, the cup of sorrow 
and joy becomes the cup of blessings. Father Henri Nouwen, 
at the height of his career as professor at Yale and Harvard 
Universities, left to become the pastor of the L’Arche Daybreak 
community in Toronto. There, he shared the remaining years 
of his life with people with mental disabilities. He wrote a book 
about his experience entitled, “Can You Drink the Cup?”. In 
this book, Nouwen uses illustrations from his work with men 
and women with mental disabilities to get at an appreciation 
of what it means to drink both the cup of sorrow and the cup 
of joy. He also writes about gratitude and celebration – those 
times we lift up the lives of individuals near and dear to us.

KKMC’s monthly visit to the Thuja Home is like what Nouwen 
writes about, an integral part of our Spirituality. Thuja Home 
provides residential care for 260 female destitute persons 
admitted by the Ministry of Social and Family Development 
(MSF). Apart from the long time volunteers form the English 
congregations, Mr and Mrs Albert Ananda Kumar and Mr 

Stanly Kumaradhas from the Tamil Ministry have also become 
our regular members of the visitation team .

On 7 May 2016, our WSCS members joined in the visit. Ms 
Joscelyn Tan, president of WSCS wrote:
“It's heartening to see the residents volunteer to sing their 
favourite songs and dance with Ms Mary Gan and Ms Connie 
Leong so happily. Mr  Kelvin Tan, our accompanist did a good 
job of strumming the guitar to give the song and dance the 
beat when the CD player broke down. Pastor Gabriel did some 
gospel magic conveying Jesus loves them and will restore 
their lives. It was an afternoon well spent to see the ladies 
happily singing and dancing in the affirmation of life.”

Please contact Ms Jane Long @96442890 if you wish to join 
the next visit.
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My name is Pradeep and I have been 
attending Kampong Kapor Methodist 
Church since I moved to Singapore in 
December 2015 from London,where 
I had been working.

In London, I had heard about the 
Alpha Course. But I had the notion 
that the Alpha Course was for non-
Christians and not for believers like 
me. So, when the announcement was 
made in church about joining the 
Alpha course, I was not interested.

One week before the course was to 
start, one of the church members 
nudged me to attend the course and 
asked me to bring my friends along. 
I brushed off the idea and gave a 
standard reply, “I will try to come.”  
But I never expected that person 
would be so persistent in urging me 
to attend the Alpha Course. So I gave 
the excuse that I did not have any 
friends whom I could bring along to 
the Alpha Course. The same church 
friend said I could bring myself and 
that was more than enough. Again, 
I gave my standard response, “I 
will try to come.”  Then she started 
messaging me on ‘WhatsApp’ 
asking me to attend the introduction 
session. Finally, I couldn't take her 

pestering so I gave in, planning to 
give an excuse to stop attending 
the course after the introduction 
session. 

I attended the introduction session 
on 4 March and watched the Nicky 
Gumbel video and found it quite 
interesting. So I thought, “Let me 
attend one more session and see 
how it goes.”

Slowly, I started attending all the 
sessions and I started enjoying the 
course. The questions raised during 
the group discussion sessions were 
especially helpful. It was like an 
eye- opener since I was born and 
raised in a Christian family, and had 
taken many things for granted. It 
was fascinating to hear what a non-
believer thinks about Jesus. At one 
point, it was like God slapping me on 
my face and telling me that He had 
given me a wonderful opportunity 
to share my testimony and the good 
news of Jesus to non-believers. The 
Alpha course helped me to look at 
Jesus with much more reverence and 
better appreciate His presence in my 
life. I know much more deeply now 
that He cares for me.

Pradeep, back row 4th from left, with his Alpha discussion group.

Alpha Course?  I was not at all interested….
Later, my LifeGroup leader, Lyndon 
asked me if I was interested in 
attending the Alpha Facilitators 
training course. I was interested 
and attended the training. I never 
knew there was so much preparation 
involved just to conduct an Alpha 
discussion group, and how to 
respond to sensitive or thought-
provoking questions. After attending 
the training, I am now better 
prepared to share the gospel with 
my friends. I have also volunteered 
to help in the next Alpha Course 
in church starting on 2 September 
2016.

I thank God for giving me an 
opportunity to attend the Alpha 
Course and the Facilitators training 
course. I am grateful to Lyndon for 
his encouragement and helping me 
to get closer to the Lord. Also, I am 
thankful to Jamie Goh for nagging 
me to attend the course. J

Today, I urge church members 
to seize the opportunity to share 
the gospel whenever it arises. 
Please do bring your family and 
friends to our next Alpha Course. 
Your perseverance could change 
someone's life.

The next Alpha Course begins on Friday 2 September with the Alpha Intro Dinner. It will be conducted in
English and Mandarin. Please contact Lyndon @ 6293 7997 or lyndon@kkmc.org.sg to register or to enquire.
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Journey with the Lord  
We’re on a journey, through unknown country;

Be with us dear Lord, each step we trod.

Walk close alongside, what ere betide;

Be guardian, friend, till journey’s end.

When tempests rage, grant strength and courage,

Remove our fear, and know you’re near;

To journey on, till break of dawn,

When godly sight, dims fear of night.

We pledge allegiance, and firm obedience;

To walk with you Lord, in one accord.

We give you glory, Lord God almighty;

Praise and authority, through eternity.

7 Be strong and very courageous. Be very careful to obey all the law my servant Moses 
gave you, do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that you may be successful 
wherever you go.  

8  Do not let this Book of the Law depart from your mouth, meditate on it day and night, so 
that you may be careful to do every everything written in it. Then you will be prosperous 
and successful.

9 Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be 
discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you go.

Joshua 1:7-9

Leong Kwok Thye

Tune : Beyond The Sunset
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