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Do nothing out of selfish 
ambition or vain conceit. 
Rather, in humility value 
others above yourselves, not 
looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the 
interests of the others. 

Philippians 2:3-4 (NIV)
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The last three months have been a busy but meaningful period of ministry for our 
church. We held:

1) Our 10th Community Blessing Effort on Saturday, 25 May where we move out 
once again to bless the community residing around KKMC with a small gift, 
whilst taking a short survey of how KKMC could further be a blessing to them. 
We are processing the returns and will be acting on requests/suggestions that 
we can respond to.

2) Two other major Celebratory Events for the 125th Anniversary of KKMC, where 
we saw God’s blessings upon us:

a) 6 – 9 Jun 2019 (Thu – Sun) – OIKOS Combined Family Camp at Swiss Garden 
Hotel, Malacca. It was a time of fun, fellowship, family, and feeding on God’s 
Word (as we studied the Letter to the Philippians) as well as the various 
cuisines of Malacca. The 260 or so campers learnt why we have reason 
to “Rejoice in the Lord Always” as believers wanting to grow as faithful 
disciples. 

b) 20 & 21 June 2019 (Fri and Sat) – Youth Evangelistic Musical “Hill Valley 
High” at PLMGSS Agape Concert Hall. The hard work put in by our youth 
(with help and guidance from our older members) for this production was 
truly blessed by God. Our youth have become stronger in their faith in Jesus 
as they learnt the lesson that they could do all things through Christ Jesus, 
who strengthens them. They also have become closer to each other as a 
community of disciples.

As we move into the second half of 2019, we look forward to the final Celebratory 
Event of the 125th Anniversary of KKMC, which is the Christmas Community 
Blessing at and around KKMC on 21 Dec 2019 (Sat) from 3pm to 9pm, which will 
be known as “Christmas Blessing @ Little India”. It is meant to bring Christmas 
joy and blessings to those living around our church, and to migrant workers who 
visit Little India. 

May we all pray for this event, and plan to participate in it, as we will need many 
to help out! More details will be released in due course. And as we do so, we 
will find it easier to be “Faithful Disciples in Authentic Community engaged in 
Loving Outreach and Bold Witness” to the Glory of God.

God Bless
Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew and Rev Tay Kay Leong

 PASTORS’ MESSAGE 

KKMC IDENTITY
We at KKMC will be

“Faithful Disciples in Authentic Community
engaged in Loving Outreach and Bold Witness”

to the Glory of God!
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Featured Sermon Worship God in Spirit  and Truth
Preached by Rev Tay Kay Leong on Sunday 2 June 2019 at the English Services

FEATURED SERMON  

Text : John 7:1-52

• We need water
According to our pulpit series on 
worship God in Spirit and Truth, 
the passage for this morning is 
taken from John 7:1-52.

When I started work at KKMC in 
January, I noticed that the sun 
makes my office hotter than my 

home. Though the air-conditioning helped to cool down 
the office, my throat told me that the room was very 
dry. I started adding plants and a humidifier to make the 
room more humid.  I noticed it helped, and my body is 
well-adjusted.

Our body needs water. Besides drinking a lot of water, 
our skin needs water. The ladies will tell you that our face 
needs water.

In today's passage, Jesus went even further to remind us 
that our soul needs living water. Not only do our physical 
body need water, but our eternal soul also needs living 
water. We need water. 

• Scripture:  John 7:1-52 
Please turn with me to your Bible, John 7:37-44 

37 On the last day of the festival, the great day, while 
Jesus was standing there, he cried out, "Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to me, 38 and let the one who believes in 
me drink. As the scripture has said, 'Out of the believer's 
heart shall flow rivers of living water.' "39 Now he said 
this about the Spirit, which believers in him were to 
receive; for as yet there was no Spirit because Jesus was 
not yet glorified.

40 When they heard these words, some in the crowd 
said, “This is really the prophet.” 41 Others said, “This is 
the Messiah.” But some asked, “Surely the Messiah does 
not come from Galilee, does he? 42 Has not the scripture 
said that the Messiah is descended from David and 
comes from Bethlehem, the village where David lived?” 
43 So there was a division in the crowd because of him. 
44 Some of them wanted to arrest him, but no one laid 
hands on him. 

• The setback of Jesus
After Jesus had declared that I am the bread of life, three 
things happened: 1) We are told in John 6:66, many of his 
disciples turned back and no longer followed Him. 2) In 
John 7:1, the Jewish leaders in Judea were looking for a 
way to kill him. 3) And in v.5 even his own brothers did 
not believe in him.

• Jesus never gives up
One disaster after another, Jesus was going through a 
very tough time in ministry. But He did not throw in the 
towel.  Instead, we are told in v.10 that “after his brothers 
had left for the festival, he also went, not publicly, but in 
secret." In other words, Jesus risked His safety as He went 
up to Judea for the festival.

• Jesus exposed Himself
When Jesus was at Judea, He did not hide in secret. Instead, 
we are told in v.14, “Not until halfway through the festival 
did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach."

• Jesus exposed the Crowd 
In His teaching, Jesus spoke the truth of their spiritual 
condition: 
1) Jesus deliberately exposes the hypocrisy of the law-

abiding Jews.  He said in v.19, “Has not Moses given 
you the law? Yet not one of you keeps the law. Why are 
you trying to kill me?”

2) Jesus went on to expose their biases as He pointed out 
in v.23 “Now if a boy can be circumcised on the Sabbath 
so that the law of Moses may not be broken, why are 
you angry with me for healing a man’s whole body on 
the Sabbath? 24 Stop judging by mere appearances, 
but instead judge correctly.”

3) The most offensive part of His teaching was in v.28 
when Jesus cried out, ‘Yes, you know me, and you know 
where I am from. I am not here on my own authority, 
but He who sent me is true. You do not know Him, 29 
but I know Him because I am from Him and He sent 
me.” Jesus said it to their face, “You do not know Him.” 

• Jesus risked His life
Can you imagine, toward the most religious, the most 
privileged, the most well-taught people in the world, the 
people with the revelations of God, the Jewish Bible — 
Jesus said to them, “you do not know God.” In Hokkien, we 
said, "不怕死,” meaning Jesus is not scared to die. It was 
like Jesus purposely walked into a lion’s den and shouted 
at the lions, “Wake-up.” Jesus is asking for trouble.  

• The Ministry of the Gospel
But, that's our Lord Jesus. He is prepared to risk His life 
for the gospel. For the sake of saving souls, Jesus took 
the risk to speak the truth. He boldly exposes our sins 
so that we may repent and return to God for eternal life.  
Jesus awakens our soul's need for eternal salvation. In a 
nutshell, that’s the ministry of the gospel.

In His honesty, Jesus pointed out the dead religion of the 
Jews. Likewise, we may have our church system for centuries, 
and we may be in church for decades. If our values and 
conducts do not match with our belief, we are in danger of 
disconnecting with God. When our religion does not reflect 
our relationship with God, we may not know God.  
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FEATURED SERMON

Jesus implies that a dead tradition needs the living God. 

• A divided crowd of listeners 
The teaching of Jesus was so radical that it divided the 
crowd.  

On the one hand, 1) the crowd was angry and shouted at 
Him in v.20, “You are demon-possessed.” 2) In v.27, they 
refused to believe Jesus is the Messiah. 3) In v.30, they 
tried to seize Him.  

On the other hands, we are told in v.31, many in the crowd 
believed in Him. They said, “When the Messiah comes, will 
He perform more signs than this man?”  

The responses were so extreme that the crowd was 
drastically divided. But it didn’t affect Him. The teaching 
of Jesus was not dictated by how they feel or what they 
say. Instead, Jesus was waiting for the opportunity to 
offer them the gospel invitation for their salvation.  

• The climate of the Gospel invitation
We are told in v.37, “On the last and greatest day of the 
festival, Jesus stood and shouted in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come to me and drink. 38 Whoever 
believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water 
will flow from within them.” 

In the right time at the right place, Jesus invites anyone 
who is thirsty to come and drink from Him. Besides, Jesus 
promises those who believe in Him, out of their heart will 
flow rivers of living water. Jesus is calling His people to 
look beyond our physical and temporal needs. He points 
us to our eternal need for God. Our physical body thirsts 
for water, but our eternal soul thirsts for God. No other 
animals thirst for God, except human beings, because 
we are created in the image of God. We look for God to 
worship, and that’s the thirst of our eternal soul.

A)  The Gospel invitation of Jesus Christ
• Anyone is Invited
The gospel invitation is for anyone who is thirsty. Regardless 
of Jews or Gentiles; regardless of race, language, gender, or 
vocation; as long as you are a human being, the invitation 
is for you. The gospel invitation is for anyone, but we need 
to respond in faith on three conditions.

1) Thirst for Jesus (v.37) 
The first condition is to thirst for Jesus. 

Last month, we brought my mum to Taipei to visit my sister. 
The food in Taiwan was amazingly good. But on the second 
last day, I was down with stomach upset. I could not eat 
anything, except plain porridge. Mum, looked at me, shook 
her head, and said, "贪吃"，meaning "Ate too much, greedy!”

Likewise, some people are always hungry; they eat and 
eat non-stop.  

Some people thirst for material satisfaction; they chase 
after it with all their heart and strength. 

Some people thirst for money; they spend all their life 

doing anything possible to accumulate wealth.  

Like the Jewish leaders, some people thirst for power; 
they plotted to hunt down anyone in order to climb to the 
top of the corporate ladder. 

Some people thirst for sexual fulfillment, husbands 
leave their wives for other women, wives leave their 
husbands for other men, and they hop from one 
relationship to another.

Today, many people thirst for information and 
communication; they spend most of their time reading 
and interacting with others on hand-phone.  

• Legitimate Thirst
All these thirsts may sound unspiritual or carnal. But 
money, power, sex, or social media are not the root 
problem. It is the love of these things that perpetuates 
the problem. However, the root of the problem is our 
thirst - we are thirsty.    

As we probe deeper, we will notice people thirst for 
approval, we thirst for significance, we thirst for security, 
we thirst for a better life, and we thirst for love.

• Satisfied at the Wrong Well
We are thirsty with legitimate needs. But we often 
externalize the process of getting that thirst satisfied.  
Meaning we run to an external source to satisfy our soul 
thirst.  Suddenly, life is about busily getting more stuff, 
higher status, and getting the approval of people.  

As a result, we sink into a vicious cycle, wasting our whole 
life drawing water from a polluted well that can never 
satisfy the inner thirst of our crying soul.  

We are getting our thirst satisfied at the wrong well. The 
wrong well leads us away from God; and the wrong well 
leads us to sin and eventually death.  

I thirsted for worldly satisfaction for 20 years until I met a 
near-death event. It was a wake-up call for me to rethink 
the meaning of life. It was then I heard a voice saying to 
me; “Son, it is time for you to come back.” As I diverted my 
thirst from the world to the word, I found true satisfaction 
of life in Jesus Christ.
 
• We have a thirst
My dear brothers and sisters, we have a soul thirst 
because we are created to be connected forever to the 
eternal God, our Creator.  

King David expressed it so well in Psalm 42:1, “As the 
deer pants for streams of water, so my soul pants for you, 
my God. My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.”

• Thirst for Jesus
My dear brothers and sisters, instead of thirsting at the 
wrong well that will destroy us, we should thirst for Jesus. 
No other people or places can satisfy us, except Jesus 
Christ; because He is the source of life, the living bread 
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FEATURED SERMON

and the living water. It is in Jesus that our legitimate thirst 
is permanently satisfied. 

But, do you thirst for Jesus?

2) Come to Jesus (v.37) 
The second condition is to come to Jesus. 
This means that our conviction should lead us into action 
for change. Instead of going back to the old ways of living, 
we must come to Jesus and discover a new way of life.

We have to decisively turn away from the wrong well, and 
come to Jesus, the source of living water. Coming to Jesus 
is a personal encounter with Jesus.

• A Personal Encounter
In today’s passage, the living water is offered to anyone. 
But in chapter four, the living water was offered personally 
to the Samaritan woman. Jesus went to her and met her 
alone at the well. The encounter changed the entire 
outlook of her life.  

At the encounter Jesus exposed her thirst for love at the 
wrong well. Jesus said to her, “You have had five husbands, 
and the man you now have is not your husband.”  

If I may put it in a plain language, Jesus was saying to her, 
“You cannot go on thirsting for love by sleeping with one 
man to another.” The woman was thirsty, but she went to 
a wrong well that resulted in a vicious cycle of sins.

But it was at the same encounter Jesus offered Himself 
as the living water that would permanently satisfy her 
thirst for love. That day, she found the love of God, and 
she became a changed person. We are told in John 4:39, 
“Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Jesus 
because of the woman’s testimony.”

After my near death experience, I concluded that 
ultimately, life is in the hand of God. The first thing I did 
on that Sunday was to walk into a church. It was in church 
that I found Jesus. I treasured the personal encounter 
with Jesus when He took time to challenge me, correct 
me, and change me.    

My dear brothers and sisters, regardless of your past 
experience, Jesus is inviting you to come to Him. Turn 
from your old ways and come to Jesus.  He desires to have 
an intimate relationship with you. He desires to quench 
your thirst. 

But you must first come to Jesus.

3) Drink of Jesus (v.37) 
The third condition is to drink of Jesus. 
Meaning we have to take Jesus into our life.  

• 1st aspect - Believe
Jesus said in John 6:35, “I am the bread of life. Whoever 
comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes 
in me will never be thirsty.”  

How many of you like to eat bread?  Do you eat bread to 
quench thirst? Usually, I will eat bread with a cup of cereal. 
The word “eat” or “drink” here is a figurative speech. Jesus 
means, “Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.”  

Likewise, in today’s passage, Jesus said, “Let anyone who 
is thirsty come to me, and let the one who believes in me 
drink.” To drink of Jesus is to believe in Jesus.  

Therefore, to take in Jesus is more than eating the bread 
and drinking the cup at the communion table. It is about 
believing and embracing Jesus into our life as our Lord 
and Savior.  

• 2nd aspect – His Word & His Spirit
Besides, John 1:14 says “The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us.”  And in today’s passage v.39 “By 
this, he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
Him were later to receive.” Therefore, to drink of Jesus 
is to believe in Jesus by taking in His Word and His Spirit 
into our life.  

As far as the Bible is concerned, no one can have His Word 
without embracing His Spirit. Likewise, no one can have 
His Spirit without embracing His Word. The Holy Scripture 
and the Holy Spirit are never meant to be segregated. To 
drink of Jesus is to take in both the Holy Scripture and the 
Holy Spirit.

Having come to the church and found Jesus, I began 
to thirst for the word of God. I realized the teaching of 
Jesus is so different from the way I lived. It challenged my 
values and lifestyle.  

Many times I doubted His teaching. “Is it true? Will it 
work?” Many times I fell back to my old ways of life, but 
the Holy Spirit kept reminding me of the dangers.  

Somehow there is this still small voice encouraging me to 
give it a try. By faith, when I put it into practice, I noticed 
the outcome is so different.  

A year later, I was baptized. The obvious change in my life 
is my hunger and thirst for the word of God. I spent a lot of 
time reading the Bible. The Bible is with me most of the time.

My mum would testify that since I was young, I didn’t like 
to read books and I only liked to play. But, amazingly, 
after coming to Jesus, I love to read.  

- The more I read, the more I know that God is the 
answer to all my thirsts.  

- The more I pray, the more I am assured that I am not 
alone, He is with me, and in me.

I don’t know how to explain further. But you need to 
experience it for yourself. You must come and drink of 
Jesus! You must believe in Jesus and take in His Word and 
His Spirit.

• Keep on believing 
How many of you like to drink water? How many of you 
drink water once a day? I drink a lot of water every day.
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In today’s passage, all the 4 actions “verbs” in the Greek 
grammar are in the present continuous tense.   

- The verb “Thirst” means keep on thirsting, 
- The verb “Come” means keep on coming.
- “Drink” means keep on drinking.
- “Believe” means keep on believing.

Therefore, the gospel invitation of Jesus is not a one-
time event. If I may rephrase it, Jesus is saying, “If 
anyone keeps on thirsting, let him keep coming to Me 
and drink from Me. Whoever keep on believing in me, as 
Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 
within them.”

My dear brothers and sisters, the gospel invitation is 
not a one-time invitation. We have to keep on believing 
in Jesus. It is the same in John 3:16, “Whoever believes 
in me will not perish.” Jesus means, “Whoever keeps on 
believing in me will not perish.” Therefore, believing in 
Jesus is not a one-time thing, but  is an ongoing process. 

When we stop thirsting for Jesus, we stop believing in 
Jesus, and our walk with God becomes stagnant. The 
church is dying without Jesus.

For the church to come alive, we have to keep on thirsting 
for Jesus, keep on coming to Jesus, and keep on drinking 
from Jesus. Amen. 

B) The Great Promise of Jesus Christ:
The gospel invitation comes with the great promise of 
Jesus Christ.

Jesus said, "Let anyone who is thirsty come to me, and let 
the one who believes in me drink. As the scripture has said, 
'Out of the believer's heart shall flow rivers of living water.'

Jesus boldly declares that He is the fulfilment of the 
prophecy in the scripture. Those who believe in Him will 
not only take in the living water, but out of their heart will 
also flow rivers of living water.

Twenty years ago, my wife and I went for our first 
mission trip. Eleven of us lived in a small wooden 
house in the village. There was only one shower room, 
and we reserved it for the ladies. When the sky turned 
dark, 3 of us went to the neighbour’s well at the open 
area. The well was equipped with a hand pump to draw 
water. I was fascinated by the hand-pump.  We took 
turns to pump out the water so that all of us could have 
water to shower.  

For the hand-pump to draw out water from the deep 
well, they had to sink a very deep pipe to the water table 
underground. When the water level reaches the water 
table, no matter how hard you pump the handle, no water 
will come out. You need to fill the pipe with water to the 
brim. When the infilling water reaches the brim of the 
pipe, the moment you push the handle the well water will 
gush out.  

In other words, the infilling of water into the pipe is 
essential for the outflowing water to gush out.  

• Infilling & Outflowing of the Spirit 
Likewise, the great promise of Jesus Christ is the same. 
Those who thirst for Jesus, come to Jesus, and drink of Jesus; 
they will receive the infilling of the living water into their life. 
After which, out of their heart will flow rivers of living water.  

It was clarified in v.39, “By this Jesus meant the Spirit.” 
The living water is the Holy Spirit. To be more precise, the 
great promise of Jesus Christ is the infilling of the Holy 
Spirit and the outflowing of the Holy Spirit.  

1. Infilling of the living water.
The 1st aspect of the great promise is the infilling of the 
Holy Spirit.

• The Spirit of Christ
Jesus said in John 14:17, “The Spirit lives with you and will 
be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you.” The Spirit is the Spirit of Christ. 

And in Romans 8:9, the Apostle Paul reiterates, “If anyone 
does not have the Spirit of Christ, they do not belong to 
Christ.” The Spirit is the Spirit of Christ.

• The Presence of Christ
Therefore, the promise of the infilling of the Holy Spirit 
is the promise of the presence of Christ in us. Christ's 
resurrected body is in heaven, but His Spirit is here with 
us and in us. Jesus Christ by His Spirit is present in us.
 
Last week I conducted a wake service for the late Mdm 
Theng. Our choir came and presented a few hymns. 
The singing was so awesome it felt like I was in heaven 
enjoying the worship of the angles in the presence of God.

Where God is present, it is heaven. That should be our 
goal. All that we do in the church has to be for the purpose 
of ushering people into the presence of God.  

• Declutter your heart 
But individuals, we need to empty our heart and welcome 
the presence of Christ into our life. We need to declutter 
our heart from all distractions. We need to get rid of our 
old self and our worldly desires.

My dear brothers and sisters, when was the last time you 
felt the presence of Christ in you?  When was the last time 
Christ spoke to you? We should crave for the presence of 
Christ in us. It is more than feeling; it is so real.  

When you declutter your heart to welcome the presence 
of Christ, you will experience the promise of the infilling 
of the Holy Spirit.

2) Outflowing of the living water.
The 2nd aspect of the promise is the outflowing of the 
Holy Spirit.
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The Holy Spirit brings Christ to us so that we can bring 
Christ to others. The river flows from us to others.  

Therefore, the Christian life is never meant to be a 
reservoir that only keeps God’s blessings. Instead, the 
Christian life should be a conduit that always overflows 
with God’s blessings to others.  

I am encouraged by 150 of you who turned up for the 
Community Blessings Effort last Saturday. I noticed the 
residents are generally quite open to our visit. Instead of 
talking to us with the gate closed, some of them open the 
gate to talk to us. They are more open for the church to 
bless them.  

This is a result of your constant effort to visit them.  
- You gave your time to bless the residents.  
- You gave your strength to walk, to climb, and to 
knock at doors.  

- You gave your love and concern as you talked to them, 
- And you forgave them, though some may give you the 
cold shoulder.  

The Lord takes delight in your effort to be a channel of 
blessings to others.  This is a sign of the outflowing of the 
Holy Spirit. Keep it up.

Likewise, faithful disciples of Jesus are not self-centered.  
- Has God blessed you? Then bless others.  
- Has God been kind to you? Then be kind to others.  
- Has God shown grace to you? Then show grace to others. 
- Has God forgiven you? Then forgive others. 

It is in this way that we become rivers of living water for 
others who will, in return, witness the glory of God.  

• Conclusion
When I came to KKMC, because of me, the church needed to 
retake the photo of the three pastors. That morning when 
we came into the sanctuary, I saw a chair at the centre of 
the aisle right in front. Interestingly, when the sun shined 
through the stained glass from the back of the sanctuary, I 
saw a reflection of a rainbow on the seat of the chair. 

• Zachariah 4:6
The rainbow was a reflection of the stained glass. On 
the stained glass, we are reminded of Zachariah 4:6, 
“‘Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit,’ said the 
Lord Almighty.”

This was the origin of the Methodist movement in 
Singapore. This was the scripture text when the first 
Methodist missionary, James Thoburn, preached his first 
message at the first meeting in Singapore.

Our stained glass and our Methodist heritage should 
remind us of the importance of the Holy Spirit working in 
us and through us.  

The rich heritage should awaken our desire for the infilling 
and outflowing of the Holy Spirit.  
But, 

- Will you keep on thirsting for Jesus?
- Will you keep on coming to Jesus?
- Will you keep on drinking from Jesus?
- Will you?

Oikos 2019 Koinonia! Fellowship with God and His people during OIKOS 2019 
brought us much joy. Although going with 2-year-old Debbie 
this year resulted in one parent missing some teaching sessions, 
God showed us the blessedness of koinonia in many other ways. 
We worshipped together with our KKMC family, spent precious 
moments with the camp group, and witnessed the joy and 
investment of the pre-school helpers led by Bernice Gan. God taught 
us about His joy, not only through the theme talks (Philippians) 
but also in and through our KKMC family. The extra time together 
outside of busy Sundays meant we could have unhurried meals and 
chatter (And of course... being in Melaka, we ate a lot!) 

Dennis and Shu-Ling Leong

The thoughtful discussion group mates 
made all the difference, and I was 
inspired by their modelling of patience, 
perseverance, and love extended 
through the ministry of listening.

Grace Ee
Illustration by Favian Ee
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OIKOS

"Today is the day You have made! I 
will rejoice and be glad in it!"

This chorus echoed in the Hibiscus 
Ballroom at Swiss Garden Hotel 
Malacca every day from 6 – 9 June 
as the KKMC church body celebrated 
OIKOS 2019.  In three days, we spent 
a fun-filled and spiritually-charged 
time in Malacca, renewed through 
exciting games, revitalising sermons 
and electrifying worship.

For my family, it was our first time 
attending church camp.  In the hustle 
and bustle of everyday life, attending 
OIKOS was never really on our radar.  
This year, however, since it was the 
church’s 125th Anniversary, we 
decided that this was a good time to 
refresh our spirits and spend more 
time with the church, strengthening 
existing bonds and creating new ones. 
A side benefit was the opportunities to 
try some Malaysian delights!

When we first arrived at the hotel, 
we weren’t sure what to expect.  We 
naturally gravitated towards people 
that we already knew in church, 
faces of familiarity in an unfamiliar 
environment. However, when we 

began icebreakers with our assigned 
group, we got to know our other 
brothers and sisters better, and 
realised that there were an abundance 
of personalities making for interesting 
and fun discussions whenever we met. 
This was the seedling of relationships 
that we were to make during the camp.

There were many events that took 
place during OIKOS which were 
significant and enjoyable.  Despite all 
of these, one of the most meaningful 
events for me was an unlikely one.  On 
the night of the first day, after a well-
spent time of worship and a hearty 
dinner, we gathered in the ballroom for 
another activity, called “The Imitation 
Game”. This game was a competition 
between all the groups - we were to 
recreate the poses from the pictures 
shown on screen, and whoever best 
imitated the pictures won the round.  
It was a simple game, but it soon led 
to much laughter and amusement as 
our groups banded together to copy 
the challenging positions. Personally, 
although this activity was simple 
enough, it really helped to lay the 
foundations of our bonds in camp. 
Being in a group of strangers didn’t 
just help us know more people, it also 

gave us more companions to walk 
with in our faith.

In the book of Acts, we learnt that 
no Christian was an island. The early 
church “broke bread” and “praised 
God” together. In the book of 
Philippians which we studied during 
camp, the fellowship of the Christians 
at Philippi bore fruit as they supplied 
Paul in his journeys. Paul himself calls 
it a “fragrant offering, an acceptable 
sacrifice, pleasing to God” (Philippians 
4:18). OIKOS reminded me that 
fellowship like this not only existed in 
the past, but continues to do so in this 
present day and age. 

We will definitely return for camp 
again!

Timothy Ang

Timothy (left in red and white) with his 
oikos group.

Goh Lee Cheng at Oikos

Sharon and I had to join Oikos mid-way due to work commitments. I was 
initially hesitant about going but we decided that showing up for the 
weekend would be better than not showing up at all. Also, the programme 
had a free afternoon that gave me some time to catch up on work. 

The most memorable part of Oikos was the discussion group led by 
Clarence and Mona. It was good that the group comprised people of 
different ages as it gave different perspectives on the same issue. 

For me, the main lesson to take away was what Rev Gordon Wong said on 
Sat – The most important thing is to make the most important thing 
the most important thing. This punchline was easy to remember and was 
straight to the point.

Andrew Tan

My favourite part of the camp was, 
without doubt, the food! Although 
I am not really a food lover, I found 
a lot of the food delectable. I went 
to Oikos, seeking to know the Lord 
better, and I believe my goal has 
been achieved. I look forward to 
attending another camp with my 
fellow KKMC members as part of 
the body of Christ.

Joshua Wong

I was made a group leader in 
the Children’s programme at 
Oikos. At first I thought Oikos 
was just a holiday and a time to 
play. But I learnt more about our 
Creator and I grew closer to God 
as I praised God daily at Oikos. 
I hope the next Oikos will bring 
more people together.

Gareth Ting, DK5

Although I was the oldest person in 
the camp. I enjoyed every part of it.  
My aim in going for Oikos was to 
find something new and to have a 
change from my daily routine. What 
did I find?

No matter what, whether life is 
smooth sailing or otherwise, we 
need to just Rejoice In The Lord 
Always!

Goh Lee Cheng
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OIKOS

Jennifer's parents with the Mandarin discussion group

By faith, I asked my parents to join us 
for Oikos, specifically highlighting 
to them that it was church camp. 
At the same time I reassured them 
that they were free to go about their 
own activity any time they want. My 
daughter, Joycelyn, even reminded 
me that I was not to 'con' them into 
going to Oikos.  We rejoiced that 
they agreed. We rejoiced that the 
first seed to receiving Christ in their 
lives has been planted.

The camp was like a family 
gathering. My parents, who do not 
attend KKMC and are not believers, 
were made to feel welcome by 
everyone. I must thank the Mandarin 

This Oikos was particularly meaningful to us because our son Ivan, his 
wife Ru-lin and our grandchildren, Joshua, Sean and Kaye, and also Ru-lin’s 
parents, Andrew and May, were all there.

We enjoyed the camaraderie among 
fellow camper and appreciate the hard 
work by the organisers.

Of the 4 talks delivered with aplomb 
and humour by Rev Dr Gordon Wong, 
the final morning’s topic “Rejoice 
In The Lord’s Peace and Provision” 
resonated with us, especially the 
words projected on the screen.

The perspective given was thought provoking. Disagreements happened in all 
relationships but how wonderful it would be if each one of use remembers to 
not be disagreeable and to respect the other person’s right to an opinion too.

This brings to mind one of our favourite hymns by Sy Miller and Jill Jackson, 
“Let there be peace on earth… and let it begin with me.” Then we can truly 
rejoice in the Lord’s peace and provision.

Maureen Wong 

Chee Y ee engaging the children at Oikos

Tanguy presenting a shirt to Rev Dr Gordon

Ministry for their warm and genuine 
acceptance of my parents into their 
group. They put into practice Rev 
Dr Gordon Wong's message, that 
evangelism doesn't pressurise, 
doesn't manipulate and doesn't force 
people to accept what they don't like. 
My parents felt comfortable enough 
to sit in some of the sessions. 

Even the larger church family was 
kind and welcoming, making efforts 
to speak with them albeit in their 
halting Mandarin, as my parents 
are not conversant in English. Once 
again I rejoice in the Lord's people 
for their love towards my parents. 

The takeaway for me from Oikos 
was how to safeguard against a 
grumbling disposition as it takes 
away blessings, and how to rejoice 
in all circumstances like Paul did. 
I saw that in Ps Tay and his wife, 
Yvonne, when they shared their 
journey to China as obedient 
children of God. Despite all their 
hardships, I saw joy and an attitude 
of gratitude. A good reminder that I 
am very blessed and must continue 
to be a blessing to others. 

Rev Dr Gordon said joy and 
peaceful contentment have to be 
closely linked. Ps Tay and his wife 
found joy in the most unexpected 
places and from unrelated people. 
All these have got to be God's way 
of providing for them for their self-
sacrificing love. Rejoice again in 
God's peace and provision. 

I am thankful my family made this 
trip. We had a good time bonding and 
catching up with the KKMC Family. 
We are thankful for the organising 
committee who put in so much effort 
to make this a successful Oikos. 
Finally, we are thankful to Mark our 
group leader for his thoughtfulness 
in writing out a card to each of us. 常
常靠主喜乐。

Jennifer Chan

Rejoice in the Lord always 
was what I took away from Oikos 2019.
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OIKOS

这是我第一次参加教会的家庭营。在出发当
天，姐妹们很贴心，安排我与我先生（蓝述
强）坐在巴士前面的坐位。一路上感到很舒
适，愉快与平安。

这次的家庭营带给我们主要的信息是: 靠主常
常喜乐(腓立比书1-4章)。

营会的第一天，黄昌荣牧师（博士）教大家用
希腊文唱:
KHAIRete enki-RI-o  PA-lin eRO KHAIRete
KHAIRete enki-RI-o  PA-lin eRO KHAIRete

（你们要靠主常常喜乐。我再说，你们要喜
乐）（腓4:4）

大家唱起来，很振奋人心，也很喜乐！听完牧
师证道后，大会开始玩破冰游戏。瞒以为这
是年轻人的玩意，没想到也有舒宜年长者的游
戏。我和述强也加入摆‘Pose’的游戏。弟兄
姐妹们玩得不意乐乎!他们个个都充满创意与
活力，笑声充满整个会堂。

第二天，让我印象最深刻
的是，小组讨论与分享。
在讨论时，弟兄姐妹们都
很诚恳的敝开心怀，分享
他 们 的 经 历 。 更 可 贵 的
是，通过讨论与分享，让
我们之间的距离拉近了，
更认识彼此，同时也增进
我们之间的感情。

这次的营会，让我和述强
很感动，受益良多。我们
很感激蕙敏与丽梅姐妹，
和 华 忠 弟 兄 的 关 怀 与 照
顾，使我们在整个的旅程中，感到舒服，愉
快，喜乐与爱。最后，我们更要感谢与赞美上
帝与我们大家同在，让整个营会办得成功，而
且把每个弟兄姐妹平安地送回家。阿们!

This is the first time that I joined the KKMC Oikos camp. On 
the day of departure, the sisters from church were very kind 
and arranged for me to sit at the front of the bus with my 
husband, Lam Soot Kiong. I felt very comfortable, happy and safe 
throughout the journey.

The theme of the church camp is to rejoice in the Lord always!  
(Philippians 1-4) On the first day of the camp, Rev Dr Gordon 
Wong, taught us to sing a song in Greek:
KHAIRete enki-RI-o  PA-lin eRO KHAIRete
KHAIRete enki-RI-o  PA-lin eRO KHAIRete

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: rejoice “ (Philippians 4:4)

Everyone sang! It was very inspirational and very joyful! After 
listening to the pastor's preaching, the camp began to play ice-
breaking games. I thought this was for the younger people and 
did not expect that the games would be suitable for the elderly 
too. My husband and I also joined the game of 'Posing'. Brothers 
and sisters were so happy! They were full of creativity and vitality, 
and laughter filled the entire hall.

The next day, what impressed me most was 
the group discussion and sharing. During the 
discussion, the brothers and sisters were very 
sincere and happy to share their experiences. What 
is more valuable is that through discussion and 
sharing, the distance between us got narrower, 
we got to know each other better, and at the same 
time our relationship became stronger.

This camp touched my husband and I very much 
and we benefited a lot. We are grateful to Sisters 
Bean & Lois, and Brother Peter for their care and 
concern that made us feel comfortable, happy, 
joyful and loved throughout the camp. Finally, we 
would like to thank and praise God for being with 

us all, to make the entire camp a success, and send every brother 
and sister safely home. Amen!

Mdm Phua Sai Gek
Mandarin Congregation

 Y outh Discussion Group

 Y ounger Children programme at Oikos
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OIKOS / DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY

Ai Jia (front, 2nd from left) with the 
Mandarin Ministry young adults

Kenneth, 4th from right, and the Oikos committee

This was my first church camp 
overseas with my parents. It was an 
amazing journey to study God's word 
and learn through games together as 
a family. 

Lam Ai Jia

It was a great privilege and honour to serve as OIKOS 2019 chairperson. 
I would like to thank the organising committee, including the church 
leaders, for the wonderful job they did in making sure everything was ran 
according to the program. Glad to serve.

Kenneth Boen

Disciple Bible Study
DISCIPLE is a programme of disciplined Bible study aimed 
at developing strong Christian leaders.

The first study in the program is DISCIPLE 1: BECOMING 
DISCIPLES THROUGH BIBLE STUDY, a 34-week overview of 
the entire Bible.

DISCIPLE 3: REMEMBER WHO YOU ARE is for those who 
have completed DISCIPLE 1. Participants in this 32-week 
study will read the Major and Minor Old Testament 
Prophets and will read the 13 letters traditionally 
attributed to Paul. 

KKMC recently completed a Disciple 1 and Disciple 3 classes. 
Some of the participants shared what they have learned.

Discipleship 1 class (July 2018 to May 2019)
Tang Yin Heng 

The Discipleship 1 Class, a 34 weeks course certainly 
demands a huge commitment from each participant 
to spend time in daily Bible reading and reflection 
assignments. Personally, managing my time to find 
a perfect balance between family needs and the daily 
preparations at the beginning of the course was tough 
going. But the potential of gaining immense knowledge 
from God’s word and the joy of hearing Him speak 
spurred me on.  

The weekly class time is structured with insightful 
teachings from videos taught by theologians and 
scholars, and following that we had discussions led 
by our facilitators. There was never a dull moment, 
interacting and sharing with each other during class 
time. We also supported each other in prayer throughout 
the whole course.  

One of the highlights of D1 was serving together in a 
Community Project, which saw us putting our heads, 

Disciple 1 Class serving at the joystall
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DISCIPLE BIBLE STUDY / ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE

Alpha Marriage Course

hands and hearts together for an outreach program 
to the children of Chen Su Lan Home where we had an 
exciting time of fun with the children as well as sharing 
with them God’s love in practical ways. It was a humbling 
experience when I realized how underprivileged these 
kids were.

This discipleship course may be demanding but it is 
spiritually rewarding. It has definitely helped and guided 
me towards achieving a greater commitment and desire 
to serve our Lord with complete devotion as I seek to be 
a faithful disciple. My fellow course mate Carole Ng has 
this to say – this 10 month journey has not been easy for 
me, especially in the beginning of the course where I was 
tempted to give up but the reward of learning God‘s word 
and growing as a disciple of Christ made me stayed on 
and I am glad that I did. I learned a lot through the group 
discussions. Now I find myself better at remembering 
Scriptural verses and had a clearer understanding of His 
teachings. I have learned that to be a disciple of Christ, I 
must live by God’s ways and remain faithful to Him. I am 
glad to have embarked on this journey to discover God and 
look forward to growing more in my Christian discipleship. 

DISCIPLE 3
Andrew How

The 32 weeks of studying the Prophets of the Old 
Testament and the Letters for Paul of the New Testament 
have truly been an enriching and blessed journey for me 
to study God’s promises, Israel’s rebellious nature, God’s 
faithfulness and redemption. Israel had forgotten about 
God and lost her identity and way.

In many ways I can relate to that. During my Christian 
walk, I have lost my way many times, being too busy 
with my work, career, family and friends.  Many times I 
forget who I am. I can relate more to being in the role of 
a Corporate Leader, Husband, Son, Friend and Father.

“Remembering Who We Are” is the theme of DISCIPLE 3. 
The weeks of study have made me reflect and understand 
that in all the roles I play, I am first a Child of God and 
being a child of God, I will need to perform all these roles 
very differently.

As a corporate leader, I realise that the market place is 
not only my place of work but also a place of ministry to 
others. As a father, I need to ensure the future generation 
continues with the faith. As a Husband, how should I 
support my spouse that will reflect my faith?

Each week's personal study of God’s word, and then, 
coming together for fellowship and discussion with the 
group was certainly worth the time spent and for me 
to understand the true meaning of being a Disciple of 
Christ, individually and as member of the church.

Disciple 3 Group

The Alpha Marriage Course (AMC) 
is time worth investing in, over the 
course of seven sessions, three 
hours each, at Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church where a delicious 
three course romantic meal is shared 
in the most charming setting. Much 
kudos to the Alpha Marriage Team 
for their creativity and effort!

Be assured that there is plenty of 
privacy as pairs of couples sit at 
their own table comfortably at a 
distance from others, as each pair 
absorbed in that special space for 
two. Nothing personal is shared with 
other couples. Each couple had their 
own sphere to delve deeper together 
into building strong foundations 
for marriage with enhanced art of 
communication. Watching the video 
on resolving conflict and the power of 
forgiveness with guided questions in 

the Marriage Course manual 
helped provide structure 
and space to resolve maybe 
many years of unspoken 
grievances. The session on 
the impact of family both 
past and present helped us 
see clearly subtle influences 
of the past into the present 
and the love in action helped us build 
ever stronger marriage. There is even 
a session on building good sexual 
relationships.

The take home message for me was 
the weekly marriage time. We have 
been committed to have marriage 
time away from kids and work. A 
time to hold hands and take a walk. 
A time to explore new places and 
try out new food without the kids. 
A weekly space where we share our 
hopes and our joys as well as some 

of our deeper concerns and show 
care for one another. 

Yes, we are relooking the manual 
again as we plan for a cruise in June 
this year – always good to refresh 
and renew ideas and implement 
strategies that will make the 
marriage long-lasting – happier and 
healthier as the years go by.

Joseph Leong

From left: Christian Chiam and Jemima 
Wei, Angeline Ting and Ng Kee Haur, Fion 
Thia and Lawrence Lim, Rosalind Tan and 
Michael Tan 
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ALPHA MARRIAGE COURSE / WOMEN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Women’s Society of Christian Service 
 Overcomers in the VUCA WORLD

How can we be overcomers in a VOLATILE, 
UNCERTAIN, COMPLEX and AMBIGUOUS (VUCA) 
World?  

A total of 627 participants representing 54 churches 
in Singapore of which 27 are non-Methodist Churches 
were challenged to find answers and registered for The 
OVERCOMERS in the VUCA WORLD event on Saturday, 
4 May 2019. This was organised by Trinity Annual 
Conference (TRAC) Women’s Society of Christian Service 
(WSCS) Witness & Evangelism for the third year running.

27 Kampong Kapor Methodist Church (KKMC) WSCS 
members registered for this event. The majority agreed 
that it was an awesome conference that saw the powerful 
presence of God, touching lives, reviving a spirit of 
awareness of a sovereign God who restores, heals, 
protects, provides and transform lives. God’s message of 
comfort, peace and grace, reflected in the testimonies of 
the anointed speakers and the two pastors, Rev Wendy 
Tay and Rev Jenni Ho-Huan, resonated well with the 
participants. Each down-to-earth and frank testimony gave 
encouragement and hope in a world of darkness where 
addiction to drinking and drugs, trials and tribulations, 
family and social abuse, family relationship problems, 
gender issues, and other pressures of a fallen world are 
so real and terrifying. God showed that He would never 
forsake His children as He led them back to Him, that He 
would turn things around for them, and provide a source 
of strength and comfort in their times of need. 

The four guest speakers were Ms Brenda Leow, wife 
of an ex-Mediacorp artiste, Peter Yu; Ms June Chuah, a 
missionary; Mrs Fong Loo Fern, a company director; and 
Ms Judy Foo, a missionary who has been with Youth With 
A Mission (YWAM) for some time.

9 KKMC WSCS members and Exco members, together 
with a few WSCS members from other churches, were 
actively involved in this event. On Friday, 3 May, they 
were at Faith Methodist Church packing different items 
into 600 VUCA bags that were to be distributed to the 
participants at the event the next day. The whole process 
went very smoothly. The joyful spirit of serving was truly 
evident in all the volunteers as they organised the items 
and VUCA bags into manageable portions. Others, like 
Christine Lim, helped to publicise the VUCA event at 
churches that do not have a WSCS Ministry.

Two KKMC WSCS members, Mrs Patricia Tay and Mrs 
Maureen Fong, also volunteered for the Altar Ministry 
at the end of the event. These opportunities to serve 

K KMC WSCS members at the VUCA World conference

Alpha marriage committee came 
to me at point blank, ‘how many 
grandchildren’? For three years 
they persistently encouraged us to 
attend the AMC, lest we forget we 
are married! Pastor Kenneth quickly 
followed up with the reaffirmation 
of the marriage covenant, to ensure 
we remember just that. To let you 
in on a (little) secret; this is actually 
my third time round (in attending 
marriage enrichment courses) with 
the same wonderful person!

Now when asked, “How and where 
to look for her?” My answer: I’d 
fall on my knees, and rise with the 
assurance of “God knows!” and allow 
God to take the wheel.

Every couple is given space to share 
private with their spouses. Attentive 
AMC team members provide the 
hospitality to provide a relaxing and 
romantic atmosphere for each couple.

The course has opened up 
communication between us – spoken, 
written or unexpressed!

Love is a many splendid thing as 1 
Corinthians 13:4-7 has taught us: 

Love is not arrogant
Love is kind
Love is - slow - to anger
Love does not keep a record of 
wrongs
Love is forgiving!

We have to go beyond being 
accommodating, compromising and 
understanding - to accepting, an 
acceptance of who we are and not 
who we wish should be. Looking for 

change? Change starts from within 
me, rather than expecting to alter my 
beloved, it is my joy and privilege to 
bring my beloved to the Altar!

Michael Tan

In Me you may have peace. In the world 
you will have tribulation; but be of good 
cheer. I have overcome the world.

John 16:33

Maureen Fong
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Annie Chin

WOMEN’S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE  / MANDARIN MINISTRY 

Faithful to the present
A lesson from Disciple 3 class

God no matter how small the task, were 
also opportunities to show His love and 
grace as sisters- in-Christ clothed with 
strength and humility perfected by Him, 
all for His Glory!

The VUCA event really gave the participants 
an assurance of Hope, an assurance that 
His love endures forever and an assurance 
of forgiveness of all their sins because of 
Jesus’ death on the cross. 

“Because of the tender mercy of our God, 
with which the sunrise from on high will 
visit us, to shine on those who sit in 
darkness and the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the way of peace.” 
Luke 1: 78-79

The sharing by each speaker encouraged me. It showed that God is 
helping every speaker who loves and trusts in Him. Ms Brenda Leow 
shared how she was addicted to drinking and drugs and fell into 
depression until God led her back to Him in 2011. Ms June Chuah 
shared how the storms of life hit her and her husband where both 
of them are missionaries. They thought that they had lost both their 
children until God turned things around. Mrs Fong Loo Fern shared her 
God-moment experiences through the ups and downs in managing her 
family business. Ms Judy Foo, a missionary, moderated a discussion with 
two friends who went through different journeys in life. Overcoming 
heartaches, losses and detours in life, Rev Jenni Ho-Huan shared how 
it is possible to be stable and even grow stronger through it all. Life 
is volatile and uncertain where relationships at work or home can be 
perplexed and complex. Rev Wendy Tay shared how we could face 
life’s ambiguities with courage. During the altar call, many participants 
responded! So grateful to the speakers and the two Reverends who 
shared on that day! God is indeed amazing and compassionate!

Mandarin Ministry  Parents’ Day Zhang Kun
张昆

The Mandarin Ministry commemorated 
Parents' Day on Sunday 2 June 2019. 
At this service, we are again reminded 
that we must be grateful and respectful 
to our parents throughout the 365 
days of each year. We are reminded 
to love our parents as they are God’s 
creation too. So on 2 June, the 
Mandarin Ministry held a "Welcome 
New Friends & Thanksgiving Parents’ 
Day” event. This event drew 138 
people that included our regular 
worshippers, our invited loved ones 
and friends from the neighbourhood. 
To set the tone of warmth, happiness 
and gratitude, the following activities 
were held:

1. A box of cake warmly given to 
our parents.
Preacher Ong personally gave out a 
box of cake to each parent to kick off 
the theme of "Welcome New Friends 
& Thanksgiving Parents' Day".

2. Food warmly served to the elderly.
Our young adults, the pillars of 
the future of the church, warmly 
welcomed the elderly and honoured 
them by serving them food. The 
respectable seniors were happily 
talking and laughing, which was 
a beautiful sight to behold in the 
celebration of Parents’ Day in the 
large family of God.

3. A time of introducing our 
respectable parents and new 

friends with photos taken.
Sister Sally Ng hosted a segment 
to introduce newcomers to the 
congregation. She also distributed 
a souvenir to each newcomer as 
a welcome gift. I believe this is the 
day that the Lord had made for us to 
receive them as future new members 
in the days to come.

4. Interesting interactive game!
As we fellowshipped over delicious 
food, we invited the seniors to 
participate in an “interesting interactive 
game”. The game aimed to strengthen 
bonds with our parents through 
game playing and our encouraging 
words. There was much laughter 
as participants had to imitate the 

movement of a person through the 
various ages, from childhood to old 
age. Every participant was rewarded 
with a prize. We were grateful for the 
enthusiastic participation of the elderly. 

As the event drew to a close, our 
sincere hope is that the lives of every 
senior citizen will be treated with 
gratefulness and respect by their 
families. We pray that every one of 
our guests will be able to say “家有
老是宝”, meaning “Every home with 
an elder is a gem!”. 

Let us KKMC church members 
exhibit warmth, happiness and 
gratefulness to our parents from this 
day henceforth. Amen. 

Celebrating birthdays for those born in the month of June
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MANDARIN MINISTRY / TAMIL MINISTRY

时至六月，我们甘榜加卜华语堂
又迎来2019年的双亲节，再次
提醒我们365天我们都要感恩和
孝敬父亲和母亲，提醒我们不要
忘记每天在天上阿爸天父的爱里
学习真正地爱父亲和母亲。所以
2019年6月2日，我们甘榜加卜
华语堂举办了“欢迎新朋友，感
恩双亲节”主题活动。当天出席
活动的弟兄姐妹共有138位，这
次“欢迎新朋友，感恩双亲节”
主题活动充满了温馨和幸福及情
浓感恩的美好画面。

一、温情赠送父、母亲蛋糕。
王传道、丽梅姐妹亲自将每盒特
制 的 真 情 蛋 糕 送 给 每 个 家 庭 的
父 、 母 亲 ， 为 这 次 “ 欢 迎 新 朋
友，感恩双亲节”主题活动拉开
了“美好的序幕”。

二、温馨分发食物给年长者。
青年人 - 教会未来的栋梁，为
整个活动的开展带来了阳光的温
暖，温馨动人问候年长者，同时
分发食物学习尊荣年长者。可敬
的年长者们欣慰地谈、笑着，甘
榜加卜华语堂这个大家庭团团圆
圆一起共庆天父创造的双亲节，
多么美好温馨的一刻。

Tamil Ministry  Children’s Retreat  Ancy Pradeep
Sunday School Teacher

2019甘榜加卜华语堂“双亲节活动”之感

Ernest inviting his parents for the Parents’ Day event

三、倾情介绍受邀可敬的父、母
亲和欢迎新朋友。
仲 琼 姐 介 绍 受 邀 可 敬 的 父 、 母
亲，并欢迎新朋友，还分发了小
礼物，我们明白和感恩是上帝为
我们甘榜加卜华语堂预备的“新
家人”，鼓励我们每一位弟兄姐
妹感恩前行。

四、互动游戏乐融融。
在 品 尝 美 味 和 谈 笑 的 团 契 氛 围
中，我们邀请年长者参与“乐融
融互动游戏”，让我们进一步拉
近了和父、母亲们之间的距离。
我们的游戏活动所体现的是“重
在参与和重在安慰”，既有快乐

幽 默 的 模 仿 动 作 环 节 的 比 赛 游
戏，更有感恩参与者的安慰鼓励
话 语 和 安 慰 奖 品 ， 还 有 获 胜 奖
的颁发。我们感恩年长者的热情
参与，我们心里由衷地祝愿每一
位年长者的生活都是“家有老是
宝”和无限地倍受感激和尊敬，
年长者们都能感受到儿女对父亲
和母亲的感恩。

让我们甘榜加卜华语堂带着“欢
迎新朋友，感恩双亲节”主题活
动的温馨和幸福及情浓感恩的美
好画面，迎接和感恩上帝所赐的
美好的每一天！

For you are all children of God 
through faith in Christ Jesus

Galatians 3: 26

By the grace of God, KKMC Tamil Ministry Sunday School  (TMSS) 
is being conducted every Sunday evening from 5pm to 6pm. As 
part of this ministry, the TMSS conducts a retreat every year on 1 
May (Labour Day) where the children are taken outdoors and many 
friends who are non-members are invited. 

This year the program was held at the Chinese Garden on 1 May 
2019, from 10am to 2pm. Around 40 participants, excluding the 
volunteers, attended. 

The programme started with children singing action songs. They 
were then divided in two groups according to their ages: 3-8 
years and 9-15 years. The younger group had more game-centred 
learning and fun play. The older children were  taught God’s word 
by sister Joyce, who shared on the subject “How Valuable Each And 
Every Child is in Christ”. 

Snacks and lunch were provided by the church for all the 
participants, including volunteers and accompanying parents. 

The event ended with prize presentation for the games and a prayer 
of  blessing from our beloved Pastor Rev Alegesan Moses. I thank 
God for his wonderful presence and blessing on these children, 
and the organising team.
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Group picture outside Wesley Methodist Church, Penang, on 10 Aug 2018

The annual Tamil Ministry Vacation Bible School (VBS) is 
a programme both children and parents look forward to.

The Lord heard our prayers and blessed us with 60 
children for the VBS this year, a big increase from the 
45 children who attended in 2018. The children’s ages 
ranged from 3 to 15 years old and included many friends 
who do not worship at our church.

The theme for 2019 is “Move Forward” based on Philippians 
3:14.  We divided the VBS children into 4 groups: Abraham 
for (Beginners), Moses (Kindergarten age), David (Primary 
school) and Daniel (Intermediate).

Each day, the programmes start with a prayer song at 
9.30am. A short explanation on the theme of the day is 
followed by the classroom activities. This year, the children 
learned about the life of Mary Slessor, a missionary to 
Calabar in Nigeria. They learnt about the difficulties she 
faced and how God used her to bring about a dynamic 
change and a great blessing in the lives of the Nigerians.

These lesson taught the students how to move forward in 
Christ to receive the highest gift in Him. 

Apart from spiritual and biblical teachings, the children 

enjoyed fun-filled activities including a movie and a magic 
show. We had a guest speaker on one of the days to inspire 
them with new insights from the Word.

Our volunteers worked hard to prepare for the children 
sumptuous and healthy lunches, snacks, and drinks 
every day. The children were given gifts at the end of 
the VBS. Their eyes lit up when they received the gifts. 
At the church service on the following Sunday, all the 
children demonstrated what they had learnt at VBS. The 
presentation ended with the teachers and students singing 
together, blessing all who were there. 

As a teacher, I was overwhelmed with the anointing and the 
presence of the Lord throughout the programme and my 
sincere thanks for all the good-hearted people who have 
supported this programme. May the Lord bless each one of us.

Jasmine Selson 
Vacation Bible School TeacherTamil Ministry  Vacation Bible School 

Youth Ministry  Open Hearts

I press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus

Philippians 3:14

Late in 2017, four Youth Ministry 
leaders, Clyde, Daryn, Luke and 
Matthew discerned that our youths 
would benefit greatly from a time of 
unhurried worship. 

Clyde, Daryn, Luke and Matthew 
collectively recalled:

We live in an instant generation where 
people have forgotten how to be patient 
and still. Even at the weekly Sunday 
Youth Ministry held at The Unfailing 
Light (TUL), the worship sessions 
tend to be slightly rushed due to time 
constraints. Some youth barely have 
time to get fully engaged in worship 
before the next programme begins.

We felt that an extended time of 
worship centred on specific themes 
could help the youth grow in holiness 
as they enter into God’s presence 
with open hearts. More often than 
not, we pray and expect God to work 
immediately. Open Hearts is where the 

youth could be taught to take time 
to soak in God's presence. It could 
be a place where the youth could sit 
at Jesus' feet, spend time with God 
and LISTEN. It is a place where they 
could be vulnerable before God and 
yet be in the safety of a community. 
Each youth would have the space to 
grow and at the same time, help one 
another to respond to God.

We shared our vision with the Youth 
Ministry leaders and after some 
discussion and prayer, Open Hearts 
was born. Four times a year, the youths 
would gather for an extended time of 
worship with hearts opened to God.

Joann Chia reflects on the Open Hearts 
session she attended on Holy Saturday.

The inaugural KKMC Youth Ministry 
(YM) Open Hearts session for 2019 
took place on Holy Saturday. The focus 
was on how God had paid for our sins 
and how we should let go of our sins. 

We were asked to consider how we 
could let go of our sins and go on 
to be a beacon of light where God 
shines in our lives for others to see. 

That particular session was very 
personal to me. Letting go of sin 
meant I had to let go of all the fears I 
had, to put away sinful thoughts and 
to resist temptation. Those were very 
big commitments for me. 

We were asked to write out our sins 
on a piece of paper. We then burnt 
that piece of paper and kept the 
ashes in a tiny bottle to remind us 
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Introduction
Kimberly ChiaKKMC Youth Musical  Hill Valley High

of how God had paid for those sins, 
and remind me not make the same 
mistakes again. As I was writing 
down my sins, I was struggling. It 
was hard admit my sins, let alone 
write them down and surrendering 
them to God. I was conflicted and so 
many thoughts ran through my mind. 
I was ashamed of myself. I had tried 
hard to run away from the truth that 
I sinned. But at that moment, I knew I 
had to confront reality. 

I also found it hard to write down 

Open Hearts is also a time to fellowship over 
food. Daryn, who is training to be a pilot overseas, 
participated by providing the refreshments.

some of my sins as I was 
afraid I would make the same 
mistake as I did before. I 
realised that it took courage 
and boldness to shine for 
God. We had to stop clinging 
onto our past and change 
for God. That Open Hearts 
session left me reflecting if 
I was willing to lay down my 
old flame and bear God’s 
flame. My parting thought 
was, Would I be a brighter 
lighthouse for God? 

The journey of life is an adventure filled with hills and 
valleys, but one thing stays unchanged – that we are able 
to walk through it all with God! That was the key message 
of Kampong Kapor Methodist Church Youth Ministry’s 
original musical production entitled Hill Valley High, which 
went on stage on the evenings of 21 and 22 June 2019. 
Created in celebration of KKMC’s 125th Anniversary, the 
musical did not shy away from presenting weighty life 
issues such as relationship conflicts. In doing so, the 
musical struck a chord with many in the audience, as 
many of the songs resonated with them. 

The process of creating the musical was also a journey with 
God for many in the Youth Ministry and KKMC at large. While 
the idea for a musical was first mooted more than a year 
ago in April 2018, it took over a year of preparation to bring 
it to reality. Church members were roped in to serve in the 
live band, provide wise guidance, teach the performers how 
to dance, build props, and provide food and transportation. 
Most importantly, various members of KKMC came together 
to cover the production with much prayer. 

Many can testify to the Youth Ministry being transformed 
during the past 15 months through the musical. 
Friendships were forged, personal challenges were 

overcome, and the faith of many were strengthened. As 
those involved in the musical prayed at the end of every 
rehearsal – to God be the glory! 

Live music was performed on both nights of the musical. 
The Band (L-R) Drums: Davin Ho, Electric Guitar: Keith 
Lee, Bass: Reuben Chan, Acoustic Guitar: Erwin Wong, 
Keyboard: Pearlyn Gan.
Writer-Directors: Joycelyn Tan and Kegan Ang wrote a 
number of original songs for the musical. 

Church members were 
roped in to serve in 
multiple capacities – 
ticketing, ushering, 
counselling, and 
of course – making 
our performers look 
good! Germaine Leong 
chipped in as one of the 
make-up artists.

Cast and crew of the Hill Valley High Musical, 
giving glory to God at the grand finale.

To watch a video recording of Hill Valley High, go to: https://tinyurl.com/HillValleyHighTheMusical
To download the programme booklet with song lyrics, go to: https://www.kkmc.org.sg/downloads
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Musical Recap and Prompts
Act I
Act I introduces the key characters of the musical: Esther, 
a girl-next-door with an optimistic and other-centered 
outlook on life; Peter, a victim of bullying with low self-
esteem; and Danielle, the overachieving and popular queen 
bee of the school. Their conversations with one another 
also reveal more about their families and life experiences. 
Peter’s parents are highly controlling, Danielle’s parents 
are wealthy but often absent from the family, while Esther 
comes from a single-parent household. 

Esther finds out that their school, Hill Valley High, is 
producing a biennial musical, and immediately decides 
to audition for it. After hearing Peter sing, Esther 
encourages Peter to audition. Danielle sets her sights on 
the lead role. The casting results for the musical are soon 
revealed, with Esther and Peter getting the lead roles. 
Upon receiving the results, Peter panics while Danielle 
hides her disappointment. Seeing this, Esther is deeply 
concerned for her friends. 

Act II
Act II reveals deeper information about the characters 
– much like in real life, everyone is struggling with 
something. The rehearsals for the musical begin with the 
director Mr Xavier de Souza, and the first rehearsal hits 
a snag immediately. Brenda, a friend of our main trio, 
falls during rehearsal and sustains a cut on her elbow. 
Danielle and Esther immediately rush to help Brenda, 
but only Esther is thanked profusely while Danielle is 
thanked, more as an afterthought.

Esther walks Brenda home, with Brenda commenting that 
she must be a saint to always be so helpful to others. 
Esther replies with a song, sharing that while life is not 
a bed of roses for her, God’s love enables her to get 
through life. It is because of God’s love that she is able 
to be kind and share that love with others. However, 
after Brenda leaves, Esther reveals that she is in fact, 
struggling with the weight of it all, and struggling to 
hold on to that love.

The second rehearsal runs into difficulties of another 
sort. Peter runs out of the rehearsal after being chastised 
by the director for failing to remember his lines. Esther 
finds Peter and offers him comfort, while Peter anxiously 
insists that he is just not cut out for the musical. To help 
Peter, Esther tells Peter her secret: to take 3 breaths and 
talk to God! Peter calms down, and Esther senses that 
he needs some time to himself. After Esther leaves, he 
attempts to take Esther’s advice to pray and emulate 
what his aunt does, but ends up abandoning the idea in 
frustration.

Bobby (right, played by Jon 
Sim) bullies Peter (played by 
Jared Lim) constantly. 

Danielle (left, played by 
Jolyn Chan), with Esther (right, 
played by Everi Y eo): “Nervous? 
Danielle Victoria Tjong does not 
do nervous. 
Besides, I was made for this 
role.”

Peter: “I’ ll forget all my lines, 
trip on my feet 
sing in the wrong key. For all to 
see, no less.”

The f lamboyant Hill Valley 
High musical director Mr 
Xavier de Souza (played by 
Conrad Chew).

Brenda (centre, played by 
Cervone Seah): “Thanks so much 
Saint Esther. 
Y ou really live up to your 
nickname.” 
Esther (right): “Ah. It’s nothing.” 
Danielle (left): Um… I helped 
too?

Esther: “If I am deserving of 
this love you speak of, please 
open my eyes to see. 
Lord, please open my eyes to 
see.” 
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Esther: “Take 3 breaths and 
talk to God. Take 3 breaths 
and tell the Lord. 
All the things your heart aches 
for. Just take 3 breaths and 
talk to God.”

Esther: “I wanted you to have 
it all”  
Danielle: “That’s not your choice 
and not your call!” 

Damien: “I’ ll join you in your 
paradise when my time on 
earth is up 
(But for now) these are the 
cards that I’m dealt 
So these are the cards that I’ ll 
play 
 I’ ll see the point someday.” 

The mood at the musical 
rehearsal is grave, with students 
bowing their heads to grieve 
for Esther. 

Peter (left): “Why did He put 
me here, I’m all a lone 
Why did He give me no place 
for me to go 
There are no answers, however 
should I know
No answers down here, below”

The three friends meet again at a cafe, but Danielle, 
seeing Esther pay more attention to Peter than usual, 
feels disheartened. Danielle, while seeming to have it all, 
is nursing feelings of being unseen by others – especially 
feeling that Esther has been neglecting her. This results 
in an angry outburst and fallout between Esther and 
Danielle, with Danielle blaming it all on Esther. Danielle 
angrily tells Esther to accept the fact that her father is 
dead, that Esther should have paid more attention to her 
than Peter, and that the lead role for the musical should 
have been hers. Esther says that Danielle has gone too 
far, and tries to convince her of her good intentions and 
for Danielle to see beyond her circumstances. 

Their fight is interrupted by Alfred, Danielle’s chauffeur, 
who reminds the trio that they need to get to their 
rehearsal for the musical. They set off for the rehearsal 
in stormy weather while travelling in Alfred’s car. Esther 
and Danielle begin to mend their friendship, only to meet 
with a terrible car accident.

Reflection Questions for Act II
1. In times of difficulty, how often do you ask God to 

help you to see things through His eyes?
2. Is there someone in your life who seems to be carrying 

everyone else’s burdens? What can you do for him/her?
3. Whose faith are you living on? Is this the faith of 

the generations before you or has this faith become 
your own?

4. Who are you currently having conflict with? How can 
you still show love in these relationships?

Act III
We quickly realize that Esther has passed away due to 
the tragic car accident. Having rushed back to Singapore 
from studying overseas, Damien, Esther’s brother, finds 
himself at Esther’s grave. He expresses deep sorrow, 
crying out for more time and chances to spend time with 
his sister. However, he comes to accept that death is a 
reality of life and that it isn’t necessarily a permanent 
goodbye to his sister – he will see her again in heaven. 

The mood at the rehearsal is sombre given the accident. 
After taking some time to grieve for Esther, the director 
announces that the show must go on, and that Danielle 
will be taking over Esther’s role as the female lead. 
However, the cast finds it difficult to focus on the musical 
with the loss of Esther. 

Peter struggles with Esther’s passing. Damien finds 
Peter, and Peter expresses his fears: that things have 
been so different and difficult without Esther around. 
Damien repeats the same advice – to take three breaths 
and talk to God – but Peter says that it has been really 
hard to do so. Damien invites Peter to pray together 
with him, and also invites him to share what else is on 
his mind. Peter states that he is tired of the Christian 
cliches of God having a plan and God being in control 
– right now, he feels like God is out to get him! Damien 
comforts Peter, saying that even though things do not 

make sense, he knows God, and knows that this isn’t the 
end of the story.

Danielle, too, struggles to cope with Esther’s death. She 
is angry at her schoolmates for saying that Esther only 
made friends with Peter because she felt sorry for him, 
Danielle is stricken by the fact that all we do seems to 
amount to nothing when we die. If so, all is vanity – and 
there would be no reason to live.
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Damien finds Danielle mourning at Esther’s grave. 
Danielle confides in Damien that Esther was her only real 
friend, but she did not even get to say goodbye when 
Esther passed. Damien tells Danielle that for him, it is 
less of a “goodbye”, and more of “see you later” – he 
believes that Esther is now in a better place. 

While clearing out Esther’s room, Damien discovers 
Esther’s journals, which are filled with Esther’s thoughts 
and prayers on many of the events in her life. These 
include Esther's frustration with God when her father 
passed, her hopes for Danielle and Peter to get along, 
and even her fears when her best friends quarrelled. 
Damien decides to pass Esther’s journals to Peter and 
Danielle. 

Reflection Questions for Act III
1. What are some truths about God that we, as a 

community, are guilty of carelessly dishing out as 
Christian clichés?

2. In light of death and eternity, what are the vanities 
that you chase?

3. What can you do to walk with someone who has 
suffered a loss?

4. Does knowing that this is not the end of the story give 
you hope?

Act IV
As Peter and Danielle read Esther’s journals, they come 
to realize Esther’s concern and care for them. Esther 
wishes for Peter to trust in God’s love for him and for 
him to allow others to carry his burdens. Esther also 
shares her concerns over how Danielle is always busy, 
and that she would come to realise she does not need to 
be perfect to be loved. While Damien encourages both 
Danielle and Peter with the promises and perfect love of 
God, both Peter and Danielle ask – can such love really 
be true? Peter decries that love always fails in the end, 
while Danielle questions if it is possible for her to just 
stop striving to be better.

The day of the musical finally arrives, and the cast 
gathers in a final cheer before the show begins. Peter and 
Danielle both offer encouragement to the cast, saying 
that while things were rocky, the cast can all stay hopeful 
of better things to come.

The show dramatically begins, and the cast enters for 
a rousing song which echoes the key messages of the 
Youth Musical – that there are times where the world’s all 
as it should be, but there are also times where we are in 
valleys so deep that our fears come alive. However, if we 
take a step of faith, we can keep walking through these 
ups and downs in life together with our God. 

It is left unclear if Peter and Danielle eventually take that 
step, and the same question is thrown to the audience – 
will we take that step and journey with God? 

Danielle: “For the rush of empty 
recognition and applause. 
Is there sanity in all the 
vanity?” 

Peter & Danielle: “If it is true, if 
it’s all tru e, 
then could we have just heard 
the greatest news?”

For the hills and the valleys!

K eep your eyes on the f inal destination / Take a step, trust in 
your peregrination
And keep walking / Through the hills and the valleys!

Reflection Questions for Act IV
1. Is the gospel of Jesus Christ the greatest news we have 

ever heard?
2. Has the failure of human love turned you away from 

God’s love? Are you willing to give God a chance to 
show you that His love is truly perfect?

3. Are you able to let go of the things (e.g. reputation, 
acceptance, friendship, status, comfort) that hold your 
world together?

4. Is there any part of your life where you need to learn to 
take a step and trust in your peregrination (definition: 
long meandering journey)?
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Musical Testimonies
Jared Lim, Main Cast acting as Peter Pan
I played Peter Pan in the musical, a reserved mama’s boy 
who lacks confidence. Peter begins to find himself and 
God after the tragic loss of his best friend Esther.

I originally auditioned for the role of Damien and Mr 
Xavier without actually wanting the roles, but decided 
to give it a try when Jon convinced me to. This mirrors 
the character of Peter in the story - I didn’t even want to 
audition and ended up getting the lead role. My reaction 
was really similar to Peter’s, the panic hit when I realised 
it meant singing in front of hundreds of people. I then 
tricked myself into believing that it wasn’t going to be 
much but boy was I wrong.

After 3-4 months of gradually putting the play together 
with casual meet-ups to rehearse parts of the script, 
we had to suddenly up our game exponentially. It was 
two months before the musical and songs still hadn’t 
been written and scripts hadn’t been memorised. I had 
performance experience having been a dancer for seven 
years, but never had I been in a production quite like this 
before. Yet amidst the tight schedule and our struggles, 
we made it a priority to set aside time to worship and pray.

Being involved in a project that was ultimately centered 
on God was eye-opening. I learned that no matter what 
we do, our priority should always be God first. As Rev Dr 
Gordon Wong said during OIKOS, The Most Important 
Thing is to make the most important thing the most 
important thing. I’m still amazed at how God has shown 
Himself to all of us throughout the musical, providing us 
with countless blessings even when we didn’t ask for it. 

As it is written in Psalms 127:1-2,
Unless the Lord builds the house, the builders labour 
in vain.
Unless the Lord watches over the city, the guards stand 
watch in vain.

In vain you rise early and stay up late,
toiling for food to eat—for he grants sleep to those he loves.

I praise and worship His Name because of the mercies and 
grace that He’s shown us through the entire Musical journey.

On top of that, I’ve gotten to know many new people in 
such a short time, both the young in the Youth Ministry 
and even “younger”, like Uncle Clarence and Uncle 
Roland. Special shoutout to my fellow castmates, Everi, 
Jolyn, Jon, Cervone, Janzen, Conrad and Gabriel, I’ve been 
so blessed to have gotten to know each of you. We’ve all 
seen our fair share of troubles along the way but you 
guys gave me hope, hope for a better day and I can’t 
thank you guys enough. I think you guys felt the same 
warmth, satisfaction and joy that I did when we saw the 
audience’s reaction as to the musical. 

To Joycelyn and Kegan, you guys have no idea how much 

this meant to me and everyone, from the cast. To the 
crew and everyone else in the project, thank you guys so 
much for everything you’ve done for us, it goes without 
saying that we appreciate the sacrifices you guys and all 
the other ICs made.

In closing, I’d like to share the theme verse for the musical, 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18, Rejoice Always, Pray without 
ceasing, Give thanks in all circumstances for this is the will 
of the Lord in Christ Jesus for you. I thank the production 
team, the church and the leaders for supporting and 
praying with us. I would also like to thank God for without 
whom none of this would have been possible, to God be 
the glory, and honour be to Him, also the best is yet to be. 
 
Everi Yeo, Main Cast acting as Esther Low
God has walked with me on this musical journey. I did 
not think much about auditioning for a part until Joycelyn 
asked me to try for the role of Esther. Esther was the 
lead character in the musical and her faith as a mature 
Christian  was central to the story. I didn't feel up to it, 
and soon all the audition slots were taken up. However, 
I still felt prompted to audition and so I told God to give 
me a sign if it was His will. To my surprise, the musical 
team opened up an additional audition slot, and I ended 
up getting the role of Esther.

When we first started preparation for the musical, I didn’t 
expect it would be so hard. Rehearsals were exhausting 
and nerve-wrecking for me because singing and acting 
in front of others was a completely new experience. The 
most notable of my breakdowns took place before our first 
musical show. We were doing a final run-through before 
going live that night, and I was suddenly overwhelmed 
and anxious. It was a really bad time to have a meltdown, 
since our first show was just four hours away. I was 
immediately taken aside by Siang Ling, who prayed for me 
and made sure that I regained my composure. And then I 
was swarmed by the friends I made through the musical – 
fellow cast members, dancers, crew members, the musical 
committee – so many people came forward to try and make 
me feel better. It was then that I got a glimpse of God’s 
love, that no matter how much you’ve messed up, He still 
cares for you, loves you, and accepts you for who you are.

The musical has been a once in a lifetime experience, 
one through which I have gotten to know so many more 
people, and one which I won’t trade for anything else. It 
has given me a lot to think about, especially since I see a 
little bit of God in everyone that I’ve come across in this 
musical. I felt Him in my fellow cast members when they 
showered me with reassuring hugs. I saw Him in Joycelyn 
when she believed in me from the very start, and I felt 
His presence when the adults in the musical committee 
comforted me with their words of wisdom. It has been 
such a pleasure working with the musical team, and 
I just want to take this opportunity to say a big Thank 
You to everyone that I’ve gotten to know through this 
musical for teaching me what it means to be loved by 
God through the love you all have shown me.
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I couldn’t have done this without my Father in heaven, so 
to God be the glory. Thank you!
 
Conrad Chew, Main Cast acting as Xavier De Souza
As we started rehearsals for the musical, I was filled 
with doubts. As weekly script-reads began, I slowly 
grew more and more confident. It took a long time to 
perfect and master the movement of my character, but I 
had help from many people.

Days before the musical, I was nervous. We were missing 
some props, and I had trouble projecting my voice and 
looking up. I was not used to the extremely large stage. 
By God’s grace, we more than pulled through. Through 
this musical, I’ve strengthened my bonds with many 
in the Youth Ministry, grown to be more confident, 
expanded my vocabulary, and most importantly, grown 
in Christ. To God be the Glory!

Dylan Chew, Backstage Crew
One lesson I learned working as part of the stage crew 
for Hill Valley High was that just because we are unseen 
and in the background does not mean that our work is 
any less important that others who play more visible 
roles. Like how a single missing prop would cause a 
major hiccup in the scene, we as varied members of the 
body of Christ have our different roles to play.   

The themes of the musical also affected me personally 
so much that I sometimes found it difficult to keep my 
emotions in check during the rehearsals. However, the 
musical also reminded me that there’s light at the end 
of the tunnel. This has inspired me to reflect on old 
painful experiences in an effort to finally heal, rather 
than suppress and numb them in my memory. God never 
promised an easy life, but He did promise strength to get 
through each day. All we need to do is just ask.

Fabian Teo, Backstage Crew
I feel like through this musical I can really see God doing 
His work as there would be times where we would be 
missing items and lo and behold the items would just 
appear out of thin air! :) I feel this musical really brought 
us closer as a youth ministry and the musical has made 
me grow closer to God.

Sara-Ann Ho, Dancer
I was given the opportunity to take part in Hill Valley High 
the Musical as a dancer. The experience was an amazing 
and a humbling one and something I would definitely 
never forget. 

One thing I have learnt from the musical is that, during 
difficult times, when you feel like you are alone, God is 
always there for us and He will never forsake us. All we 
need to do is take 3 deep breaths and talk to God.

Germaine Leong, Parent of Sara-Ann Ho, Hair and 
Make Up Team
My older daughter, Sara-Ann, was involved in the musical. 

Despite an extremely busy and stressful schedule, she 
was fully committed to the demands of the practices that 
would take up most of her June holidays.

We are especially thankful to watch her grow in faith 
and maturity and becoming a more responsible person 
as a result. The struggles were real. We had fight after 
fight trying to manage her crazy schedule but we saw 
God’s hand in every difficult situation we faced. Sara-Ann 
taught me not only to trust her but to trust God more. 

Joycelyn Tan, Writer-Director and Musical 
Committee Chairperson

It wasn't too long ago that 
I wanted to leave the Youth 
Ministry. I felt detached and 
my faith was stagnating. Friday 
worship practices and Sunday 
services felt like a social 
gathering. It was frustrating, to 
say the least. I remember telling 
God that I wanted more, asking 

Him to help me find a new church. Well, God heard me, 
but He had other plans. Big plans not only for myself but 
for the entire Youth Ministry.

In April 2018, I told Kegan that we should do a musical. 
“It would be fun”. I wanted to change the Youth Ministry 
for all the wrong reasons. I thought maybe, if church was 
fun, Christianity would be less of a chore to all. Further 
along into the musical journey, I found out that many 
youth also joined this musical not because they wanted 
to glorify God. Some joined because their friends were in 
it. Some, because of much coaxing from their LifeGroup 
leaders. Others, because they thought they had to.

In hindsight, it didn’t really matter what motivated us to 
participate in the musical. God took it all and moulded 
us into people after His heart. For me, “fun” took a 
backseat and with the guidance of some older “Youth” 
like Siang, Kegan and Jason, I became determined to 
use the musical as a voice for God’s people. The story 
doesn’t end here though. While the musical gave me the 
opportunity to write my first script and my first songs, 
it also made me more aware of who I was as a person, 
flawed in many many ways.

I have a lot of pride. I get impatient with inefficiency. 
I did not trust God enough to let go and so, I ended 
up sleeping at 3am on most nights in order to finish 
musical related work. God saw this as an opportunity 
to teach me the importance of really relying on Him. 
Truly, I could have never done this by my own strength. 
In all my iniquities, I was like a useless piece of broken 
glass nobody wanted. But God wanted me. He took my 
broken shard and combined it with the broken shards 
of all those involved in the musical. He transformed our 
broken piece into a beautiful stained glass window like 
the one hanging in our church sanctuary. Everyone has 
their flaws and selfish agenda. But in His love and grace, 
God accepts us for who we are and makes all things new. 
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And so as I come for service every Sunday, I am reminded 
by Zechariah 4:6 that we do all things "Not by might, nor 
by power, but by (His) Spirit".

It has been a great privilege to witness the transformation 
of the Youth Ministry during the past 15 months. I had 
been looking for a new church and I found it in the 
community that worships together every Sunday at 49 
Cuff Road – the very youth ministry I wanted to leave. 
God has been so so good. The friendships I forged and 
deepened throughout the course of the musical are 
ones that I will forever hold close to my heart. These 
are people I can share my frustrations with, people 
who will pray alongside me, people who will put aside 
petty differences in order to seek God with me. They are 
“Kingdom” friends whom I know have been sent to walk 
with me in the Hills and the Valleys.

The musical has ended, but our journey has just begun. 
To the youth ministry, I pray that our passion to serve the 
Lord together will not die out. And just as we ended every 
single night of the musical week, to God be the Glory! 

Kegan Ang, Writer-Director
Slightly over a year ago, a group 
of us planned to write a church 
musical from scratch. We thought 
that would be a very manageable 
task at that time, but we soon 
started to realise that we were in 
over our heads. We had organised 
events and camps, and written 
little skits and scripts before, 
but none of us had put together 

anything of this scale before, and none of us had any 
experience writing songs.

Although we can now celebrate the successful completion 
of the musical, this was actually a really tough journey 
for many of us. I for one had to embark on a journey 
of learning to trust God to work with the little I had to 
offer. God provided for us and multiplied our efforts in 
so many ways over the course of the preparation, but 
one incident stood out for me.

Somewhere at the start of April, just over two months 
before the musical, a wave of doubt washed over me. 
I was suddenly hit with a deep feeling of inadequacy, 
and a voice inside my head was telling me that the 
songs weren’t good enough—more than a thousand 
people would attend the musical just to find that the 
music was poorly written, and people in the audience 
who were open to hearing more about Christianity 
would be turned away, all because we couldn’t write 
better songs.

I wanted to tell Joycelyn that we needed to rewrite all 
the songs because they just weren’t good enough. But 
God stopped me and said to me “it is your job to write 
the songs, but it is My job to touch the hearts of the 
audience. Just do your job and trust Me to do mine.”

It was difficult for me to admit that what I had written 
was the best I had to offer. I struggled with the thought 
that I was putting forth something that I believed was 
substandard and then had to trust God to use it all the 
same. But I managed to take God at His word, and what I 
experienced thereafter blew my mind.

At the end of each night, friends and family in the 
audience would come to me and tell me how much the 
songs spoke to them. The parents of the youth who were 
helping us backstage had so much to say about how 
they were touched by the songs as well. Our songs were 
getting stuck in people’s heads, and they were being 
quoted and sung even after the musical was over. But 
what really amazed me was how God did what He said He 
would do, even when it seemed impossible to me.

This has been a greatly humbling journey for me, seeing 
God work through the embarrassingly little that I had to 
offer as though they were great treasures waiting to be 
unveiled. And at the end of it all, I can’t help but say “to 
God be the glory” because all of this was only possible by 
His grace and His power.

Roland Tan, Adult helper for Youth Musical 
I was excited when Kegan and 
Joycelyn approached me to help 
in the youth musical. It has been 
a long time since I was involved 
in one of this scale and I also 
relished the thought of working 
with original music and also with a 
team from the youth ministry that 
I had not interacted with before.
 

In the months leading to show nights we indeed spent 
many hours together and it was a privilege for me to 
have been able to share in many aspects. Many thanks 
also to Clarence who did wonders with the lighting for 
the musical.
 
I learnt so many things from the cast and crew, and in 
fact, everybody who helped the musical in so many ways. 
I saw the incredible dedication and the ups and downs 
faced by cast due to the gruelling demands of practice 
and having to juggle work or studies with the many 
rehearsals. I got to know many of them well and they 
blessed me in so many ways.
 
There were times when we thought the show might 
not go on and we were then reminded to trust God 
completely and indeed it was not by our strength but by 
His Spirit that we pulled through.
 
At the end of the day, the show did go on and I am sure 
everyone who attended, cast and crew, parents etc were 
blessed. It’s been a week from the musical as I am writing 
this but the music still loops in my ears and I do miss 
working together with everyone – till the next musical! 
To God be the Glory.
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TGIGF
TGIGF (Thank God It’s Good Friday) is an annual event 
where youths from with the 2nd  and 60th Singapore Boys’ 
Brigade Companies, 45th Girls’ Brigade Company and 
KKMC join together in fellowship to celebrate Good Friday 
in a fun and meaningful way. This year it was held on Friday 
5 July. It was 60th Company’s turn to host the event.

As this was the first time any of us had ever planned a 
large-scale event, we honestly felt rather overwhelmed by 
the sheer volume of tasks. We had to choose activities 
that catered to the interests of over 160 boys and girls 
who have never met one another before. The activities 
also had to promote interaction and fellowship. By a 
process of elimination, we decided to use series of 
station games. 

During the June Holidays, we spent countless hours 
testing the games. To our dismay, many games we 
planned proved to be unsuitable. However we pressed on 
and came up new ideas.

All too soon, it was the day of the actual event. We divided 
all the youths into 16 different groups, with each group 
having representatives from the various companies 
present. Through some intra-group icebreakers, social 
awkwardness quickly vanished and a sense of unity 
began to emerge from each group.

CPL Matthias Ko, Year 3, 60th Coy Boys’ Brigade
Icebreaker games were followed by the station games 
we had spent so much time planning. Every group 
competed with one another in activities like Bowling 
Defence, Charades, and Nerf Wars. It was a great relief 
for my batch-mates when we heard resounding laughter 
throughout the hall. Our hard work had paid off! Everyone 
was enjoying themselves and we hoped new friendship 
were being forged over laughter and games.

The mouth-watering dinner after the games provided 
another opportunity for fellowship as the groups sat 
together and continued their interaction. 

After dinner, the 60th Company led Singspiration, a 
time of worship in song and praise. The Chaplain of 
2nd Company, Pastor Tay Kay Leong, gave an inspired 
sharing on why we can place our hope and trust in God 
in any circumstance. 

TGIGF concluded with a prize giving ceremony for the 
games that had taken place earlier. But everyone received 
a prize and everyone emerged a winner. This certainly 
ended the event on a high note.

Personally, it was a joy to organise the event as it brought 
smiles to many. We are already looking forward to the 
next TGIGF event in 2020!

CPL Fraser Tan and CPL K. Vickneshvara, Year 3s, 2nd Company 
The event kicked off with group ice-breaking sessions, 
where each person shared interesting stories and facts 
about themselves. Then we moved on to play station 
games. The fun and engaging games at each station built 
up our teamwork and communication skills, fostering 
interaction in an exciting way.

Overall, it was a successful event as we saw bonds being 
formed between the youths from different backgrounds. 
Our new Secondary Ones also got to see how we were one 
united community, differences notwithstanding. It truly 
was a gratifying evening and we look forward to the next 
time our fellow Companies can come together again!
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We really enjoyed TGIGF very much. It was a good time 
to relax and bond over games and food after a busy first 
week of Term 3 in school. 

The games provided a conducive environment to get 
to know the other BB and church youths. In particular, 
we enjoyed “Human Bowling”  - using giant gym balls to 
knock down 1L water bottles - it was really innovative 
and exciting! 

Through this fruitful time of fellowship, I got to meet 
many new people from the different Companies and 
learn about the practices and activities they do during 
their regular trainings. We also got the opportunity to 
sing songs of worship together and have had a wonderful 
time doing it. 

Good Friday is the day we commemorate the crucifixion 
of Jesus and renew our faith in God. Pastor Kay Leong’s 

Lin Yi, Charisse and Jingting ,Year 4s, 45th Girls' Brigade

Joshua Chen, KKMC, Youth LifeGroup 3

It was a good time to meet up again with our GB seniors 
who had joined 60th BB Primer Programme. It was also 
a nice introduction to the Primer Programme which 
some of us are considering joining when we move to 
RIJC next year. 

Thank you, 60th  Company, for organising and hosting 
us! The food was delicious too! 

message helped me to truly understand the ceaseless 
and unconditional love our Father in Heaven has for us. 
Nothing is able to separate us from the Love of God, 
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. If God is for us, who can 
be against us? Therefore Good Friday is a day when we all 
should remember what He has done for us, to appreciate 
the sacrifices He made to bring us into Heaven. All in all, 
TGIGF was terrific and I cannot wait to go for it next year!

Loving Outreach  Mini Funfair for the Community
Gabriel Liew, Vivian How and Linda Wah

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy
Jesus Christ, from Matthew 5:7 (ESV)

On 5 May 2019, our Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church Kindergarten 
children together with their parents 
and staff organised a mini funfair 
to engage the community. This was 
done as part of Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church’s (KKMC) monthly 
"Feeding the Community" initiative 
that enables us to reach out and 
connect with our community and 
migrant workers. 

All the props and games were 
prepared by the teachers. The 

teachers and children from K1 
and K2 classes then designed the 
invitation flyer to be distributed 
on the day of the mini funfair. 
Parents were involved to help 
write the poster in Tamil.

On that Sunday afternoon, the five-
foot way enclosed by the fence was 
turned into a mini carnival with game 
stations. The children and parents 
who were helping to distribute food 
packets invited the migrant workers 
to join in the funfair.

Joyful migrant workers enjoying the games

Children helped to man the game 
stations with their parents. Many 
migrant workers were delighted 
to participate in the games and 
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KK Kindergarten Professional Development

Seniors’ Corner  Second Anniversary

Linda Wah

Ivan Ho

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church Kindergarten (KKMCK) collaborated with 
Faith Kindergarten, Foo Chow Methodist Church Kindergarten and Methodist 
Church of Incarnation Kindergarten in the recent Professional Development 
programme on Thursday, 27 June 2019. This was the first collaboration with 
our fellow Methodist Church Kindergartens.

This workshop was conducted by Lighthouse Global Training and 
Consultancy Pte Ltd, and covered topics like Vision, Mission, Team Direction, 
Team Communication, Team Cohesiveness and Team Improvement.

Participants were given hands-on tasks that required them to apply the 
principles taught. Each team had to work cohesively and communicate clearly 
to complete their assignment.  Our creativity and imagination was put to the 
test with the Salad contest, as we used vegetables to create a model of the 
Singapore skyline.

While it was an enjoyable day filled with joy, fun and laughter, more 
importantly, it was a day of bonding for the teachers. This was also the first 
professional development workshop that KKMCK had and it helped our staff 
become comfortable working with each other. As it was Pauline’s birthday 
the following day, we had a celebration and shared the little cake with the 
rest of our Methodist Kindergartens.

This was indeed a refreshing time for equipping for all who attended the 
workshop.

The K KMC Kindergarten Team used 
vegetables to create a model of the 
Singapore skyline.

On Friday, 5 July 2019, the Seniors’ Corner marked 
its Second Anniversary. A regular participant, Ah Moy, 
expressed surprise at how quickly time had passed as 
she could still remember the day where she and eight 
other participants met for the first time. Presently, an 
average of 50 participants meet every Friday at The 
Unfailing Light from 9 am to 11 am. Our volunteers 
took the opportunity at the anniversary celebration to 

Kindergarten children serving dinner

all walked off with at least a small 
gift. The children were cheering 
the workers on which led to the 
children having good interaction and 
communication with people in the 
community other than their families 
and friends. 

As part of the "Start Small, Dream Big" 
President's Challenge programme, 
our kindergarten has been 
encouraging our students to tap on 
their unique strengths to help others. 

When Pastor Kay Leong, the pastoral 
overseer of the Kindergarten ministry 
saw the funfair, he exclaimed, "This 

good work done by our kindergarten 
is God's work!”

One migrant worker, who walk 
away with a few prizes, said with 
appreciation and a big smile, "It is 
fun and happy for me to try out the 
various games. Thank you so much.”

The “Feeding the Community with a 
Mini Funfair” event seems to be one 
of the answers to a prayer Pastor 
Kenneth led:

“LORD, please bless those in the 
community around KKMC: Help us 
have the opportunity to speak to 

them about You, our wonderful God, 
and also about the wonderful Gospel, 
as well as to live such good lives, and 
do good, in their presence. Amen!” 

speak to some of the seniors to find out the reason for 
their continuous support.

Florence Yip said that she likes the varieties of breakfast 
served at the Seniors’ Corner every Friday. Although she 
stays near the church, she can still get to taste many nice 
foods from all over Singapore as our church volunteers 
bring the best from different parts of the island.
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Let’s Celebrate the Official Opening of 
Whampoa Family Service Centre

Mrs. Lai enjoys her time spent with us. She is glad that 
Kampong Kapor Methodist Church runs the Seniors’ 
Corner for them, as she added that the elderly usually 
have nowhere to go to. 

Yin Pheng, another participant who came on the first 
day, said that coming to Seniors’ Corner beats staying at 
home and staring at the four walls of her flat.

One senior especially felt the tender loving care showered 
on her by the volunteers.

Mrs. Kwan has many good things to say about Seniors’ 
Corner. However, she had a complaint that the space 
at The Unfailing Light (TUL) is getting too cramped  
especially during the exercise activity due to the growing 
number of seniors joining us.

Joyce Watkins summarised the mission of the Seniors’ 
Corner well. Joyce, who has helped out in the past at 

Elaine leading the seniors in an exercise routine

Ann Gan (right) teaching balloon sculpting

(L-R) Rev Tay Kay Leong, Rev Kenneth Huang, Mr Alan Soon and Mr Ivan Ho 
cutting the anniversary cake.

the Seniors’ Corner, now supports the ministry through 
prayers as she has difficulty travelling from home to TUL. 
She thanks the church for providing an opportunity for 
the seniors from the church and community to interact 
and make new friends, and prays that through the love 
shown by the church, volunteers would enable seniors to 
come to know the love of God.

A significant milestone for Kampong 
Kapor Community Services (KKCS) 
was reached on 2 May 2019 when 
the Whampoa Family Service Centre 
(WFSC) was officially opened by 
Senior Minister of State for Defence 
and Member of Parliament for Jalan 
Besar GRC (Whampoa), Mr Heng Chee 
How. WFSC is KKCS’s second family 
service centre after Kampong Kapor 
Family Service Centre (KKFSC).

WFSC began its operations on 1 
March 2016 using the premises 
of KKFSC. Subsequently, the team 
moved into their temporary office 
at Whampoa Community Club later 
that same year before shifting 

Yeo Hwee Keng, Social Worker

to the centre’s permanent 
location at 78A Lorong Limau 
in mid-July 2018.

As community partners and 
residents strolled into the Blk 
78B Lorong Limau Community 
Pavilion, the event space was 
filled with warm greetings 
and smiles. All guests were 
given a specially commissioned 
coaster designed by Whampoa 
resident, Ms Choo Hwee Peng. 
The places featured on the coaster 
such as the Sing Hon Loong Bakery, 
Whampoa Colour Centre, Whampoa 
Makan Place and dragon fountain 
are iconic and fond memories 

Whampoa Dew Singers and 
Dancers seniors

of those familiar with the area. 
In recent years, new HDB flats 
and condominiums have been 
mushrooming within the estate. 
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Tearing Down Walls
Chiang Ming Cherng

This juxtaposition of the old and 
new is presented to showcase the 
uniqueness of Whampoa. Polaroid 
photos of guests were taken and 
put up on the Whampoa Community 
Tree standee.

The event commenced amidst a 
brief shower of blessings when 
KKCS Chairman, Mr Yeo Oon Chye, 
welcomed the audience with his 
opening address. This was followed 
by an encouraging speech by our 
Guest of Honour, Mr Heng Chee 
How, to continue our important 
work on the ground to meet the 
emerging needs of individuals and 
families we serve.

The WFSC Team worked with a 
talented youth, Mr Adriel Lam, to 
put together an inspiring short video 
to showcase their journey thus far. 
The video is also the team’s way of 
expressing their heartfelt thanks and 
appreciation to community partners 
who have worked together with the 
centre in serving the community.

The highlight of the event was the 
official opening segment. With the 
installation and lighting up of the 
heart within the KKCS’s logo frame 
by Mr Heng, WFSC was declared 
officially open to the jubilant display 
of party poppers and celebratory 
cheers from the floor.

The audience was then treated to a 
lively performance by the Whampoa 
Dew Singers and Dancers from 
Sunlove Senior Activity Centre. The 
WFSC then presented our tokens of 
appreciation to Mr Heng, Sunlove 

Senior Activity Centre, Ms Choo 
and Mr Lam for their contributions 
towards making the event possible. 
The crowd took a group photo to 
commemorate the memorable event 
before walking over to the WFSC for 
a wholesome spread of refreshments 
and office tour.

As the event drew to a close with 
guests and staff mingling freely, 
the WFSC Team remains committed 
towards our continual work in 
strengthening families and building 
the community.

We live in a world where walls are being built as fast as 
they are being torn down. As people of different faiths 
and ethnicity around the world reach out to each other 
in peace and love, bombs continue to tear apart places of 
worship, lives of people and the peace so fragilely forged.

At this year’s Ramadan, Singapore witnessed the brave 
stand against such building of walls when different 
religious groups came alongside the Muslim community 
to observe iftar, the breaking of fast. On Monday, 3 
June, the Maghain Aboth Synagogue at Waterloo Street 

L-R: Mr Stephen Fong, Chief Rabbi Mordechai Abergel, Mr Chiang Ming 
Cherng, Mrs Pauline Chiang
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Gabriel Liew

hosted an interfaith iftar. This event follows a similar one 
held by Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints and 
Jamiyah Singapore on Monday, 27th May.

My wife, Pauline, and I were invited to be participants 
of the iftar at the Maghain Aboth Synagogue. In their 
opening speeches, both Chief Rabbi of Singapore 
Mordechai Abergel and Nominated Member of Parliament 
(NMP) Mohamed Irshad explained how intertwined 
Judaism and Islam were. Chief Rabbi Mordechai spoke of 
the “deep bonds of friendship” between the Jewish and 
Muslim communities in Singapore that have existed for 
more than 150 years. NMP Mohamed Irshad, founder 
of the youth-driven interfaith initiative ‘Roses of Peace’, 

recounted how Rabbi Mukhayriq, a Jewish friend of the 
Muslim Prophet Muhammad, was instrumental in helping 
the Prophet establish Islam’s first-ever Waqf (charitable 
endowment) when he bequeathed his entire wealth to 
the Prophet. Rabbi Mukhayriq fell in the Battle of Uhud 
while fighting alongside the Prophet.

The Maghain Aboth Synagogue was completed in 1878 
and is Southeast Asia’s oldest Synagogue. It is indeed 
an appropriate venue for the first iftar organised in 
a synagogue in Singapore. Pauline and I were truly 
honoured to be a part of this momentous event. May we 
all be participants in the tearing down of walls and be a 
clear reflection of God’s love and peace to all around us. 

Only a cohesive society built upon mutual trust can harness 
the strength of  its diversity, so that its people can build a 
better future. And this trust has to begin with a discourse 
anchored on cohesion, not division; on unity, not discord; on 
respect, not distrust; and on building bridges and common 
spaces, not walls and watchtowers.
Her Excellency Madam Halimah Yacob, President of Singapore.

(The Sunday Times, B2, 30 June 2019)

Eventually, in the long run, you need to have 
that face-to-face encounter, develop that 
relationship with someone from the other 
religion, or other faith, or other race.

Bishop Emeritus Dr Wee Boon Hup, 
member of Singapore‘s Presidential Council for 

Religious Harmony.
(The Straits Times, A8, 22 June 2019)

At the invitation of Venerable Loung Phi Chaokun Rian of the Wat Ananda Temple, 12 KKMC 
members went to their annual Thai Fruit High Tea held on 7 July 2019. We were warmly 
welcomed by the kind hospitality of The Chief Abbot, Phratepsiddhivedes Chaokhun.
The following are the reflections from some of our members:

“We greatly enjoy the gracious hospitality of our Buddhist 
friends and their generous offer of delicious Thai durians.”  

Ms Rosie Oh, Ms Bessie Chan, Ms Rosie Sim and 
Ms Foo Gek Neo from the Peranakan Ministry

“Our host arranged the best Thai durians to treat us. They 
showed genuine sincerity and warmth in their friendship.”

Ms Esther Wong

“It was an effort to promote the friendship of different 
faiths over a durian feast. If we are not careful we will 
be pricked by the thorny durian just like the different 
religious groups not living in harmony. However we are served 
only the delicious fleshy fruit reminding us the thorns of 
hatred can be removed as we enjoyed the friendship and 
eating together.”

Ms Lily Bok

“Unity and respect is the bedrock for all societies. For us, 
as Christians, when Jesus answers the question, ‘Who is my 
neighbour?’ the implication drawn by Him is clear. Everyone is 
our neighbour, no matter what religion, race, creed or colour.

What a delight it was to enjoy the mini-feast of durians. A 
‘fragrant’ reminder for us to champion reconciliation between 
the different religious groups, knowing that it is only through 
the blood of Christ that anyone can have the ‘power to 
truly forgive and love one another from our heart’.

This is what we ourselves need to do in Singapore and 
everywhere else; to consciously extend friendship and 
respect for each other. From the way we bring up our 
kids, to the way we interact with each other. To build and 
preserve what holds us together as citizens, preserve the 
freedom to practice our different faiths, and preserve 
our common humanity.”

Mr Stephen Fong

In conclusion, I have crafted a prayer-based upon the 
statement issued by the National Council of Churches 
of Singapore (NCCS) in response to the attacks on the 
Mosques in Christchurch, New Zealand. This prayer 
resonates with the purpose of our Durian Fellowship.  Let 
us pray together:

“God of Justice, may this incident serve as a 
reminder to us of the need for members of different 
religious and racial communities to interact with 
and know one another on a personal level, in order 
to dispel harmful stereotypes which might lead 
to exclusion, discrimination and, in the worst 
cases, outright violence. Help your church continue 
to work closely with other religious leaders to 
promote peace and better understanding amongst 
the followers of the various faiths. Amen.”
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DEVOTION

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ
Leong Kwok Thye

Introduction

The order of service for the Holy Communion in the 
United Methodist Hymnal (Page 16) summarizes the 
essence of the Christian Faith eloquently,

“Christ has died, Christ is risen,
 Christ will come again”. 

• Jesus Christ’s death, a historical event, 
was imperative for atonement of sin.

• His resurrection, in the present continuous 
tense, relates to his continuing work of 
drawing men to God.

• His return, in the future tense, is the basis 
of our hope for eternal life with God. 

Resurrection of the dead is a hope that man has 
longed for from the dawn of history. Good works are 
ineffective and martyrdom can be misguided. Jesus 
Christ’s resurrection distinguishes the Christian 
Faith from all other faiths. This devotion focuses on 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

In his first letter to the Christians in Corinth, the 
apostle Paul presents the resurrection of Jesus 
forcefully. Firstly. he declares Jesus as God’s basis 
for atonement for the sins of humanity. Then he 
offers the testimonies of a multitude of Jesus’ 
followers including himself, whom he describes as 
antagonist turned apostle, in support of his case (1 
Cor3:3-8). He then argues, “And if Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile, you are still in your 
sins. ….. we are to be pitied more than all men” (1 
Cor 15:16-19).

At the tomb of Lazarus, Jesus declared, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. He who believes in me 
will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives 
and believes in me will never die.” Only a person 
who is physically dead can be resurrected. Lazarus 
had been dead for four days. By raising Lazarus 
from the dead Jesus confirmed that he is God. 
Everyone will eventually die. The life that Jesus 
offers is eternal. But to have this life we need to 
believe that Jesus is God and receive him into our 
life as Saviour.
  

The Resurrection of Jesus

This devotion examines the testimonies of Jesus’ 
followers, the response of the Jewish religious 
leaders, the supernatural phenomena that occurred 
and most importantly, Jesus’ appearance to his 
followers.

On the first Easter morning, the followers of Jesus 
were confused and dispirited. Three women, Mary 
Madelene, Mary the mother of James and Salome 
bought spices to anoint Jesus’ body (Mk 16:1). 
They were aware that the tomb had been sealed 
with a huge stone (Mk 16:3). They were not being 
naïve. Devotion and love overrode logic. They 
had faith in Jesus. The women fled from the tomb 
in fear and bewilderment yet filled with joy (Mk 
16:8), Mt 28:8).

The Jewish religious leaders deliberated on an 
appropriate course of action when the Roman 
guards reported that the body of Jesus was 
missing. They decided not go to the tomb to 
investigate. If Jesus’ body was intact it would 
prove that Jesus was a fake. On the other hand, 
if Jesus’ body was missing, it would confirm 
that they had killed the Son of God and their 
own credibility would be challenged. The most 
expedient solution was to bribe the guards to 
declare that, “His disciples came during the night 
and stole him away while we were asleep (Mt 28 
:12-15). 

The violent earthquake that occurred, the removal 
of the huge stone sealing the tomb, the presence 
of celestial beings and most importantly, the 
absence of the body of Jesus’ body were clearly acts 
by the Father to confirm his acceptance of Jesus’ 
atonement for the sins of humanity.

Prior to his crucifixion, Jesus spent most of his 
time daily with his disciples. After his resurrection 
he appeared to them only intermittently. Jesus 
knew that they would miss his presence. Thus, on 
the evening of first day of the week he appeared 
to them (Jn 20 :19-23) to reaffirm his promise 
of peace given earlier (Jn 14: 25-27). He walked 
alongside two disciples travelling to Emmaus to 

30

KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH –



DEVOTION

resolve their doubts and confusion. They 
were so touched that when they returned 
to Jerusalem they joyfully confirmed to the 
other disciples, “It is true! The Lord has 
risen…..” (Lk 24:13-35). He also resolved 
Thomas’ doubts regarding his resurrection 
a week later. (Jn 20:24-29)  

The disciples needed encouragement 
to continue his mission of redemption. 
Thus Jesus met the eleven disciples at the 
mountain (Mt 28:16-20) and when they were 
eating (Mk 16:14-20), to remind them to 
preach the good news to all creation.

But Jesus’ intermittent appearances proved 
inadequate. Peter, Thomas, Nathanael and 

two other disciples, uncertain of what lay 
ahead, went fishing. As they prepared to 
return empty-handed, Jesus beckoned to 
them from the shore and told them where 
to cast the net. They had a miraculous catch 
of fish (Jn 21:1-9). It was a reminder of his 
initial call to discipleship in (Lk 5:1-11).
      
Our Response to Jesus’ Resurrection

The resurrection of Jesus is more than an 
event to be convinced of and accepted. It 
offers practical opportunity for a vibrant 
relationship with God. 

Alfred H. Ackley expressed this in his hymn 
beautifully. (UMH Hymn 310)

I serve a risen Savior, He’s in the world today;
I know that He is living, whatever men may say;

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,
And just the time I need Him He’s always near.

Refrain

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me along life’s narrow way.

He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart. 
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