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Knowing and living according to the Will of God is the priority of a Christian. 

The Will of God is taught in the Word of God. As such, knowing the Word of God 
– what is contained in the Bible – is what Christians must take the time to do on a 
daily basis. It is the “substance” of our spiritual well-being. In order to grow and 
be Faithful Disciples, our minds, our values, our attitudes and our actions must  
be taught, rebuked, corrected and transformed to be more Christ-like, and it is 
by the Word of God that this will take place. We remember that 2 Timothy 3:16–17 
state, “All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God 
may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”

So, how is our reading and studying of the Bible? 

We also need the Filling of the Holy Spirit daily if we are to live “wisely” – any way 
of saying we live out the Will of God – as Ephesians 5:15 – 18 state, “Be careful 
then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, making the most of the time, 
because the days are evil. So do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the 
Lord is. Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with the 
Spirit”. To be filled with the Holy Spirit daily is to obey and depend on God, and 
to be “shaped” by Him; to take the “form” and “character” that He intends for us 
to have, and so, reflect who He is through our lives.

So, how is our obedience and dependence on God?  

Soon, the final Celebratory Event of the 125th Anniversary of KKMC – “Christmas 
Blessings @ Little India” – will take place on 21 Dec 2019 (Sat) from 3pm to 
9pm at and around KKMC. This will be the time when we seek to bring Christmas 
joy and blessings to those living around our church, and to migrant workers who 
visit Little India. 

Our faithful reading and studying of the Bible, and obeying and depending on 
God, will prepare us for this very important opportunity to minister God’s Love 
and Grace by word and deed to the people that we will meet on 21 Dec.

Let us continue to pray for this event, and participate in it, for surely this is part 
of the Will of God for KKMC, for us!

God Bless
Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew and Rev Tay Kay Leong

 PASTORS’ MESSAGE 

KKMC IDENTITY
We at KKMC will be

“Faithful Disciples in Authentic Community
engaged in Loving Outreach and Bold Witness”

to the Glory of God!
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Featured Sermon The Gospel According to John
Sermon preached by Mr Lyndon Gan at on 22 Sep 2019 at the English worship services.

Worship God In Spirit and Truth (28) - Faithful Disciples

FEATURED SERMON  

Text John 13:18-30, 34-35

18I am not speaking of all of you; I know whom I have 
chosen. But it is to fulfil the scripture, “The one who ate 
my bread has lifted his heel against me.” 19 I tell you this 
now, before it occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe that I am he. 20 Very truly, I tell you, whoever 
receives one whom I send receives me; and whoever 
receives me receives him who sent me.’

21After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and 
declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’ 

22 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom 
he was speaking. 23One of his disciples—the one whom 
Jesus loved — was reclining next to him; 24Simon Peter 
therefore motioned to him to ask Jesus of whom he was 
speaking. 25 So while reclining next to Jesus, he asked him, 
‘Lord, who is it?’ 26 Jesus answered, ‘It is the one to whom I 
give this piece of bread when I have dipped it in the dish.’ 
So when he had dipped the piece of bread, he gave it to 
Judas son of Simon Iscariot. 27 After he received the piece 
of bread, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do 
quickly what you are going to do.’ 28Now no one at the 
table knew why he said this to him. 29Some thought that, 
because Judas had the common purse, Jesus was telling 
him, ‘Buy what we need for the festival’; or, that he should 
give something to the poor. 30 So, after receiving the piece 
of bread, he immediately went out. And it was night.

34 I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.’

Of all the night scenes described in the bible, none is as 
black as the night of eternal darkness.

Here in v30, the simple phrase: “And it was night” paints 
the tragic story of Judas, a disciple who went from the 
sunshine of Jesus’ countenance light to the midnight of 
eternal darkness from which he would never emerge.

Judas was an ultimate tragedy—probably the greatest 
tragedy that ever lived.

But it was not always that way. If we go to the beginning, 
we find a remarkable series of facts about Judas:
• He was personally chosen to be an apostle by Jesus 

Christ.
• He forsook all to follow the Lord.
• He spent three and a half years travelling the length 

and breadth of Israel with Christ.
• He saw all the miracles of Christ in person.
• He heard Christ give all his famous discourses.
• He watched as Christ healed the sick, raised the dead 

and cast out demons.

• He, along with the other apostles, was sent out to 
preach the gospel.

• He was one of the leaders of the apostolic band.
• No one ever suspected him of treason.

If anything, Judas appears to be one of the leaders among 
the apostles. After all, the other apostles chose him to 
handle the money. You don’t pick a man whose loyalty 
you suspect to handle your money. You pick your best 
man, your most trustworthy man, the one man you know 
you can count on. That’s why they picked Judas. And at 
the last supper, not one of the disciples suspected Judas 
could be the betrayer. No one.

What then caused Judas to come to such a tragic and 
humiliating end?

The gospel writers offer us very few clues. It is likely that 
they never knew the answer either. Since Judas committed 
suicide within a few hours after his betrayal, we have no 
statement giving his side of the story. Therefore, we are 
left to speculate about his motivations.

However, whatever his motivations, we will see that Judas 
was a person who is to be pitied. The text shows us that 
Judas was offered unconditional love from Jesus. Jesus 
reached out to Judas in a final attempt to prevent Judas 
going into the midnight of his soul. The whole narration 
is luminous with love but Judas walked away from Jesus’ 
love, and it was night. 

“And it was night” in v30 divides the text into two 
movements. 

1. The demonstration of Jesus’ love as Jesus reaches 
out to his failing disciple (v18-30)
 
2. The demands of Jesus’ love (v31-35)

This story will show the profound nature and necessity 
of the love that Christ brings - first through the example 
of Jesus and then the command of Jesus. We are going to 
see love at its most comprehensive form.

The setting is the upper room where Jesus was having His 
last supper with His disciples. Here our Lord will reveal 
His heart as he does in few other places on the Bible.

John 13:1 opened this section, “Now before the festival 
of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to 
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having 
loved His own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.”

The stage was set — in all that would take place in the 
upper room, love is the transcending motif. Love is the 
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FEATURED SERMON

dominant and recurring idea here. And the greatest 
demonstration of this love is in the way Jesus repeatedly 
reaches out to Judas, offering his heart and his love.

The first attempt came when Jesus washed his disciples’  
feet. Judas’ feet were washed as well. Describing His 
act of washing his disciples’ feet, Jesus explained in v8 
“Unless I wash you, you won’t belong to me.”

By including Judas in the act of foot washing Jesus was 
attempting to bring Judas back from the brink of betrayal. 
Jesus was reaching out to Judas, offering Judas the 
opportunity to continue to belong to Jesus. And in case 
Judas did not realise what Jesus was doing, Jesus made it 
plain by saying in v10-11:

‘One who has bathed does not need to wash, except for 
the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though 
not all of you.’ For he knew who was to betray him; for 
this reason he said, ‘Not all of you are clean.’

This was Jesus reaching out to Judas – “Hey Judas my 
friend, not all of you are clean. I know what you are about 
to do - so this is a good time to respond."

And when Jesus came to wash Judas’ feet, can you 
imagine the piercing eyes of Jesus meeting the hollow 
eyes of Judas? Did Judas notice in Jesus’ eyes the love that 
said, “Come on Judas, you belong to me, do not leave, do 
not go from light into darkness.”

Then as Jesus finished washing his disciples’ feet, you 
can imagine him saying in a solemn, lowered tone, 

“I am not referring to all of you; I know those I have 
chosen. But this is to fulfill this passage of Scripture: ‘He 
who shared my bread has turned against me.’” (verse 18)

This verse was specifically meant for Judas. Jesus was 
saying, “Although I washed all of your feet, not all of you 
belong to me, not all of you are blessed.”

Then Jesus quotes from Psalm 41:9 – Even my bosom 
friend in whom I trusted, who ate of my bread, has lifted 
the heel against me.
 
David in Psalm 41:9 is thought to have been speaking of 
Ahitophel 

Ahitophel was a counselor of King David and a man 
greatly renowned for his wise advice. However, when 
Absalom revolted and seized the throne of his father 
David, Ahitophel betrayed David (Psalm 41:9; 55:12–14) 
and supported Absalom (2 Samuel 15:12).

Later when Absalom rejected Ahitophel’s good advice on 
how to defeat David, Ahithophel apparently surmised that 
the revolt would fail. He then left the camp of Absalom, 
returned to his native place, and after arranging his 
worldly affairs, hanged himself. (2 Samuel 17:23).
 

The reference to Ahitophel in Psalm 41:9 was a direct 
appeal to Judas. Ahitophel betrayed his master and ended 
up hanging himself. Jesus was making the correlation 
between Ahitophel and Judas, in effect telling Judas what 
would happen to him if he betrayed Jesus.

Then Jesus told his disciples in verse 19 that there would 
be terrible times ahead, but in letting them know in 
advance, they would not stumble but believe.

Jesus added in v20
“Very truly, I tell you, whoever receives one whom I send 
receives me; and whoever receives me receives him who 
sent me.”
 
Again Jesus was appealing to Judas – whatever Judas’ 
reasons may be for betraying Jesus, if only he would 
accept Jesus, he would also be accepting God. The 
converse was true – reject and betray Jesus, and Judas 
would be rejecting God.

Having said that, Jesus got to the point in v21,
“After saying this Jesus was troubled in spirit, and 
declared, ‘Very truly, I tell you, one of you will betray me.’”

Now Jesus’ voice must have given his emotions away, as 
John described Jesus as being troubled in spirit.

The word “troubled” here is the same word used in John 
11:33 as Jesus stood before Lazarus’ grave:

When Jesus saw her [Mary] weeping and saw the other 
people wailing with her, a deep anger welled up within 
him, and he was deeply troubled. (NLT)

Here Jesus was deeply troubled by the effect of sin – that 
all humanity would face death.

Then in John 12:27, when Jesus contemplated his journey 
to the cross He said, “Now my soul is troubled. And what 
should I say – ‘Father, save me from this hour’? No, it is 
for this reason that I have come to this hour.”

The two verses where the word “troubled” was used 
showed how profound Jesus’ love was in John 13:21. Jesus 
was deeply troubled – not by death as the consequence of 
sin, nor by His own impending death on the cross. Jesus 
was troubled over Judas! 

Judas was the only one who would have known that our 
Lord was very troubled over him. Only Judas would have 
realised that one of the most remarkable things about 
Jesus’ heart of love was that just a few hours before 
Jesus was going to the cross to be crucified, Jesus 
was troubled not for himself but for Judas. Jesus was 
troubled for Judas, the one who would betray him and 
deliver him to death. 

If Judas’ heart had not been so hardened, he would at 
that moment have understood the words to the songs 
we just sang:
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How deep the Father's love for us
How vast beyond all measure

That He should give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure

(How Deep The Father’s Love For Us by Stuart Townend)

Sadly, Judas was not in a frame of mind to see and to 
accept the love of Jesus. Here was our Lord, hours before 
facing the greatest trials of all mankind, and Jesus’ 
concern was for Judas. 

Perhaps Jesus knew that his hanging on the cross would 
end with the resurrection but Judas hanging on the tree 
would end in eternal death of the soul. And Jesus loved 
Judas enough to want to prevent that.

The other disciples caught on to the fact that Jesus was 
troubled and were confused.

The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of whom 
he was speaking.(v 22) 

Matthew 26 tells us that the disciples became greatly 
distressed and began to ask Jesus one after another, 
“Surely not I, Lord?”

Judas, cool as a cucumber, mouthed the same words, 
“Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Here was Judas at his worst - the most perfect of actors 
and the most consummate of hypocrites.

And here was Jesus at his most loving - no one suspected 
Judas would betray Jesus. In small and tightly knit group 
such as Jesus and the 12 disciples, if Jesus had given any 
hint that it was Judas, the others would have picked it 
up immediately. All it needed was a frown, or a raised 
eyebrow. But no, Jesus kept it from the others because he 
was appealing directly to Judas, Even though Jesus knew 
Judas’ heart, there was no rejection. Instead, Jesus was 
showing the deepest, accepting love to Judas.

This is the same love Jesus was showing to the world as 
He hung on the cross for our sins.

From the washing of Judas’ feet to the reference to 
Ahitophel, Jesus was reaching out to Judas. Now Jesus 
was going to try one last time.

As we read the 
narrative of the 
last supper, we 
can reconstruct 
how the 
disciples were 
seated. Peter 
was not near 
enough to ask 
Jesus who the 
betrayer was, 

so in v 24 we read that Simon Peter motioned to John to ask 
Jesus of whom he was speaking.

We are told that John was reclining next to Jesus and 
Jesus was reclining next to Judas.

In the tradition of those days, the host of the meal would 
be seated where Jesus was seated. But the seat of the left 
of the host was reserved for the most honoured guest.

Jesus placed Judas in the seat of honour and in a biblical 
sense, his head was resting on Judas’ breast. Evidently 
Jesus brought Judas into the meal and said, “Judas, I want 
to have a word with you. Sit at the place on my left – the 
most honoured seat.”

If that seating arrangement was not enough, Jesus took 
bread, dipped it into a dish and offered that piece of 
bread to Judas.

In the custom of those days, offering a morsel of bread 
dipped in sauce was a gesture of friendship. We see 
something similar when Boaz invited Ruth to a meal. He 
offered her bread dipped in vinegar as a sign of friendship. 
That led to Boaz and Ruth eventually getting married.

In the same way, the offer of the bread was Jesus telling 
Judas, “Judas, here is my friendship, here is my heart, 
here is my restoration. All you have to do is to take it. Will 
you accept it? Will you take the bread?”

Judas took the bread but instead of accepting the bread 
of friendship and restoration, he took the bread and then 
coolly asked, “Surely not I, Rabbi?”

Judas had slammed the door on Jesus’ love. Here was 
Judas committing spiritual suicide. He had rejected love 
and instead embraced death.

So we read from v 27-30:
After he received the piece of bread, Satan entered into 
him. Jesus said to him, ‘Do quickly what you are going 
to do.’  Now no one at the table knew why he said this to 
him. Some thought that, because Judas had the common 
purse, Jesus was telling him, ‘Buy what we need for the 
festival’; or, that he should give something to the poor. 
So, after receiving the piece of bread, he immediately 
went out. And it was night.
 
And it was night. This was the midnight of Judas’ soul. 
It was a night that knew no dawning. Judas’ loss was 
infinite. He would never ever again sit down in fellowship 
with Peter, James, John and the rest of the disciples. Not 
for the rest of eternity.

Having rejected the loving overtures of Jesus numerous 
times, Judas would never again see the loving 
countenance of Jesus. The next time he sees Jesus, it 
would be the face that all people who have rejected Jesus 
see – the face that will cause them to flee in terror. 
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How could Judas have rejected Jesus? Jesus who washed 
Judas feet; Jesus who reminded Judas of the fate of 
Ahitopohel; Jesus who was more troubled for Judas 
than for his own impending death; Jesus who seated 
Judas at the seat of honour; Jesus who dipped the bread 
of friendship and offered it to Judas. How could Judas 
refuse? Yet Judas did.

Judas rejected the great demonstration of God’s 
profound love.

Understanding the depth of Jesus’ love as demonstrated 
to Judas helps us to make sense of the rest of the chapter. 
 
Having demonstrated how radical love looks like, Jesus 
now makes a demand for his disciples to do the same.

I give you a new commandment, that you love one 
another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love 
one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one another.’ (v 34-35)

Why did Jesus call this a new commandment?

After all, the command to love our neighbours as ourselves 
was as old as the law of Moses. It was commanded in 
Leviticus 19:17 -18 and Deuteronomy 6:4-5.

Yet Jesus calls this a new commandment. Why? 
 
The reason Jesus called this a new commandment is 
because this commandment has a new object and a new 
measure.

Firstly, the new object of love is one another. The law of 
Moses defined our neighbour as the object of love. What 
crafty and sinful humans did then was to define who their 
neighbours were. That allowed them to exclude loving 
people they did not define as their neighbours.

By changing the object from neighbours to one another, 
Jesus left no room for excluding anyone. The world had 
been divided by race, gender, class, caste, social status etc. 
There were masters vs slaves, men vs women, us vs them. 
Now Jesus’ new command erased all lines of division.

When the first followers of Jesus obeyed this new 
commandment, the first Christian communities showed 
the world that There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither 
slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. (Galatians 3:28)

No wonder the world started to babble that this new 
group used sorcery. They could not imagine a love so 
profound that it broke all lines of division.

Next, this new commandment had a new measure. The 
original command was a call to love our neighbours as 
ourselves. But the new measure was to love as Jesus loved. 
And how did Jesus love? Jesus had just demonstrated it by 
his profound love in reaching out to Judas.

When the first disciples obeyed the demand of the new 
measure of love, they went out to all parts of the world 
as missionaries demonstrating and proclaiming the 
profound love of Jesus. They went through jungles, and 
prison just to love as Jesus loved.

Left to ourselves, we will love our own — celebrities marry 
celebrities; middle class stick with middle class; bikers 
hang out with bikers. Left to ourselves, we would want 
to share the gospel only with our own holy huddle. We 
would not bring the gospel to all parts of the world where 
people are different - Europeans, Arabs, Central Asians, 
Mongolians, tribal people.

But the new commandment gave us a new measure. How 
would Christ love the post-Christian Europeans? How would 
Jesus love the post-communist Central Asians who are 
mainly followers of non-Christian beliefs? How would Christ 
love those who follow shamanistic and animistic beliefs? 
If we were to follow the example of Christ, we too would 
reach out in radical love to people in need of the gospel.

A new object of love – one another.
A new measure of love – as I have loved you.

Jesus demonstrated his profound love in reaching out his 
enemy, his betrayer.

And Jesus demanded that we love one another as He had 
loved us.

This profound love forms the very foundation of what 
we need to be and what we need to do if we are to be 
Faithful Disciples living in Authentic Community, engaged 
in loving outreach and bold witness to the world,

The greatest gift we at KKMC, as followers of Christ, can 
give to the world outside is to love one another on the 
inside. Because if we do that, those outside will be ready 
to receive the love of the King of Kings and the Lord of 
Lords. Because “by this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.’

In the coming months, we will have the opportunity to 
reach out to our community in the Christmas Blessing 
event. As we engage in the various programmes and 
activities, let us show the profound love of Jesus. Let us 
live the profound love of Jesus daily – from today. Amen    
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Family Life 
Couples intending to get married at Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church (KKMC) must attend the KKMC Marriage 
Preparation Course. This 16-hour course is conducted 
over four Saturdays from 2pm to 6pm. Currently, it is 
conducted once a year around March/April.

The course helps couples understand the Biblical 
purpose of marriage and see God working actively in 
their relationships. It shows couples how differences 
are to help couples draw closer to God and not tear 
their relationship apart. Through group discussions, 
couple-sharing and case studies, participants can 
also learn from each other and get the skills and 

knowledge to deal with real-life situations that affect 
all relationships.

The course is open to any couple, including those 
who are still courting and have not yet decided to get 
married. There have been many cases of new couples 
who decided to get married after taking this course. 
Couples are therefore encouraged to sign up for the 
course at least one year before their wedding date to 
gain the most from this course. 

Here are some testimonials from the participants of 
the 2019 course which ran from 2 – 23 March 2019.

Marriage Preparation Course

The KKMC Marriage Preparation 
Course conducted by Ming Cherng 
is a must for all couples who are 
serious about spending the rest of 
their lives together.

Not only was it informative, 
fun and interesting, Ming 
Cherng’s “bowl” theory helped us 
understand ourselves a lot more: 
the why, the how and the what.

This was all clearly broken down 
visually in diagrams that made all 
us go, “Oh… that’s why I do this or 
say that”.

With greater self-awareness, we are 
able to be more sensitive towards 
our partner’s needs.

It is also very helpful that Ming 
Cherng was able to share many real-

life examples which definitely made 
the theories even clearer for us.

Thanks to the course, I now look 
at my partner in a totally different 
light. She is now not just the 
woman I’m marrying, but a partner 
God handpicked for me to help me 
make my way back to Him!

How amazing is that!

Raymond Seow

Amanda Moey

Gerald Sim

We were very blessed to attend 
the KKMC Marriage Preparation 
Course conducted by Ming 
Cherng and his wife Pauline. 
The course was engaging, well-
planned and very helpful. We 
discussed several basic principles 
that have helped us understand 
relationships much better – 
principles which apply not just 
to marriage but also our family 
and friends. We learnt a lot and 
would encourage other couples 
to attend too.

Ming Cherng facilitating the discussions

The KKMC Marriage Preparation 
Course was useful and gave me 
a better idea of what marriage 
entails. We searched deeper into 
the Bible to discover more than 
just why "wives should submit 
to their husbands" and so on. It 
also taught me concepts, like the 
“bowl” in all my relationships with 
others and God too. Post-course, 
I feel that Stef and I have become 
more understanding towards each 
other with the knowledge gained 
and discussions we had during 
the course. Stef has also told me 

that I am sweeter and more caring 
after this course, even though I did 
not feel I have changed very much. 
Haha. So, I guess it has definitely 
benefited us.

I would recommend this course 
to anyone who wishes to embark 
on a serious relationship, not 
necessarily reserved for those 
who are engaged only, to discover 
more about yourself and your 
partner, bearing in mind that God 
is the centre of it all.
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When I first heard about the AOP 
course, I started to form mental 
barriers in my head:
“Who will care for our children after 
church?”; 
“Every child is different, who can ever 
teach anyone how to be a parent?”; 
“Eight 1-hourly sessions – that 
would spark a potential meltdown 
for our children!”.  

Kudos to the AOP team for including 
child-minding arrangements for the 
participants! 

Eventually, thanks to my husband 
Justin’s encouragement, I agreed 
to take part. A special thanks to 
the church volunteers and my in-
laws who helped to care for our 
little ones while we had protected 
time to learn and grow to be a more 
equipped parent.

“Same same but different”. This 
course does not prescribe a one-size-
fits all approach to raising children. 
It drew perspectives from the 
Word of God coupled with real life 
experiences. Banding the participants 
into small groups according to the 

The AOP sessions were really useful 
for getting Mark and myself to 
reflect on our parenthood journey. 
Even though we were in separate 
groups for dads and moms, we were 
able to share the learning points 
each week and learn how best to 
bring up our children to love God 
and others. I particularly enjoyed 
the sharing in my ladies’ group led 
by Pauline, as we encouraged each 
other with our stories and insights. 
Thank you to the Family Life 
committee for organising AOP.

age of the participants’ child(ren) 
made the discussions more 
meaningful.  Embracing technology, 
we had a Whatsapp group 
created and my facilitator further 
strengthened our understanding 
of the lessons by sharing lesson 
summaries. Best of all, the fathers 
and mothers each had their own 
separate groups! I felt this was very 
refreshing as it acknowledged the 
different parenting styles of fathers 
and mothers and our individual roles 
in parenting. 

I’ve really appreciated and enjoyed 
my experience at the AOP. 
Through the valuable small group 
discussions and thought-provoking 
questions, Justin and I were able to 
identify areas of improvement in our 
parenting approach. We have made 
some adjustments and I believe 
we are on our way to becoming 
better parents. I would strongly 
encourage parents to attend this 
course regardless of which stage 
of life your child might be in. I am 
confident you will find the course as 
insightful as I have.

Family Life The Art  of Parenting 
Forty dads and mums committed themselves to attend Art of Parenting (AOP), an 8-week video course 
based on decades of teaching from Dennis & Barbara Rainey. Held over August and September, 
participants were placed in 6 discussion groups based on the stage in the parenting cycle they were at. 

Parents who had children with them were able to participate fully as Caroline Seah and 5 youths (Ethan, 
Kendrick, Cervone, Xinhui and Joann) engaged the kids in meaningful activities while the sessions were 
being conducted.

What did some of the participants take home from the Art of Parenting ?

Priscilla, mother of 3

Chin Ee, mother of 2
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FAMILY LIFE / DISCIPLE KIDS 5

We are parents to three children aged 
between six and eleven. We were 
motivated to attend the AOP because we 
wanted to raise our children according to 
biblical principles.

Over the eight sessions, we have come 
away with a deeper understanding of 
God’s plan for families, for parents and for 
children and for us. The videos screened 
spoke keenly to us that while we are 
not perfect, we can depend on the Holy 
Spirit to teach us, guide us and mould us. 
Interactions with fellow parents taught us 
that we are not alone in our struggles and 
that a biblical, God-designed response, 
is already available in the scriptures. 

It was good to meet and 
learn from other parents. 
My wife and I are expecting 
our first. The parents shared 
openly about the failures 
and challenges in bringing 
up children but in the 
discussion groups, there was 
no fear of judgement, only 
encouragement. We learnt 
many godly perspectives on 
parenting and how on a day-
to-day basis, kids are actually 
modelling the parents in 
faith and in behaviour.

A community of parents supporting 
one another in this endeavour is still 
aspirational. We believe the end result, 
after obeying the leading and trusting in 
the workings of the Holy Spirit, would be 
children raised according to God’s design 
and purpose. They would be like straight 
hand-crafted arrows launched to hit the 
target that God Himself has placed for 
each of them. 

The experience of raising children in the 
ways of the Lord would also change us. 
We would grow the fruit of the Holy Spirit 
and in so doing, love God more as well as 
understand and love people more. Our new 
journey in parenting has already begun.

Disciple Kids 5 (DK5) Stayover & Service Project
James and Linda Gan, parents of 3

Yong Sheng
He & his wife, Liling, had their 

first baby in mid-September

Chiang Ming Cherng

The Bible tells us that the greatest commandment is 
to love God, and love one another as [we love] ourselves 
(Matthew 22:35-40, Mark 12:28–34, and Luke 10:27) and 
that everything we do, we do it for God (1 Corinthians 10:31, 
Colossians 3:17).

Every year in September, the DK5 class of each year 
organises a one-night stayover in the church. The purpose 
of this event is to give the children a preview of what they 
might be experiencing when they go for the annual DK6 
Missions Discovery Trip to our mission field among the Lahu 
people in Chiang Mai. This would be done through:

a. teaching them a heart of loving service to others as the 
attitude towards missions.

b. giving them an opportunity to work together and live 
together to build friendships and teamwork.

This year’s DK5 class consists of 9 children (7 boys and 2 
girls). Together with their 3 teachers (Chiang Ming Cherng, 
Benjamin Cheong and Dylan Kwok) and Ming Cherng’s wife 
Pauline, the class arrived in church at 2pm on Saturday, 7 
September 2019.  

After a short briefing, worship and prayer, the class 
proceeded to clean the third-floor classrooms and chapel, 
and fourth-floor seminar room (so that they could sleep 
on clean floors). Being the first time the entire group was 
involved in such an activity, the whole operation started off 
disorganised, with children mopping and sweeping floors, 
and wiping tables and chairs all at the same time. But 
it quickly became obvious that the whiteboards, tables 
and chairs needed to be wiped first before the floors 
could be swept and mopped. Benjamin and Dylan 
organised the children and soon, things began to run 
like clockwork. In the chapel, Ming Cherng led his team 
to vacuum the floor and cleaning the hymnal racks 
behind each pew. Pauline took charge of the changing 
of the water in the pails and washing of rags and mops.

The children helped each other with the different tasks and 
taught each other how to do things better. The children 
learned that a wet floor would attract dust and become dirty 
again, and they made sure that the floor was dried quickly 
after mopping. They also learned that wood may become 
bleached, warped and mouldy if wet and were careful when 
wiping the wooden pews and floors in the chapel.

The children were so enthusiastic in their cleaning that they 
even mopped the entire staircase and wiped the railings 
from the first floor to the fourth floor!

After dinner and showers, everyone enjoyed a game of 
“Never have I ever…” where they learned more about each 
other and what each has done or not done before. Then they 
wrote positive words of encouragement to each other. After 
sharing and prayer at Vespers, the children turned in for the 
night, hugging their favourite pillows and toys to sleep.

The next morning, the children awoke at 6.45am and got 
ready for Morning Devotion. Ming Cherng shared from 
Proverbs 4:10-27, exhorting the children to stay on the right 
path when they are young for their thoughts will become 
words, words become actions, actions become habits, habits 
become character, and character becomes their destiny.

Through the Service Project and the stayover, the children 
and the teachers built stronger bonds with each other and 
with God.

Cleaning the chapel

Prayer at Vespers
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WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE (WSCS)

Women's Society of Christian Service (WSCS)

The WSCS talk was held over a hi-tea with a 
delicious buffet spread

Rachel (Left - WSCS chairperson) presenting a 
token of appreciation to the speaker June Chuah

The Power of Prayer
On 31 August 2019, the WSCS invited 
Ms June Chuah to speak to some fifty 
people on “The Power of Prayer”.

June and her husband, Kari, had many 
experiences of the power of prayer 
while involved in missions work. 
However, their deepest experience of 
prayer occurred when they depended 
on God first and prayed fervently 
and faithfully when their family was 
in turmoil. Their son had attempted 
suicide many times. Their daughter 
had abused drugs and one time, left 
a gathering just before the police 
raided. Those caught at that raid 
faced harsh penalties under the law. 
June shared how God had helped 
her children through prayers during 
those difficult times. Amidst the 
darkness and long wait for answers 
to their prayers, they continued to 
patiently and faithfully trust God’s 
word. God encouraged them too, by 
sending people and circumstances 
to show He was in control and that 
He cared for them. Today her son is 
26 years old and her daughter is 24 
years old. In July 2018, both of them 
got married and are in much better 
places in their lives.

With that background, June spoke 
about how it was easy for us to praise 
God in good times. However some 
may struggle to praise God when 
faced with difficult situations like 
drugs and alcohol addiction in the 
family, sickness, retrenchments, etc. 

June told us we could still praise God 
in challenging life circumstances 
because Hebrews 6:19 promises that 
"we have this hope [in Christ] as an 
anchor for the soul, firm and secure. 
It enters the inner sanctuary behind 
the curtain". That hope comes from 
the Lord, the Maker of heaven and 
earth as mentioned in Psalm 121:2.

Prayer springs out of us knowing 
who we are and our position in 
Jesus. The power of prayer is linked 
to us knowing our identity and our 
authority and position in Christ. She 
referred us to passages like:

Ephesians 2:6 (NIV) "And God raised 
us up with Christ and seated us with 
him in the heavenly realms in Christ 
Jesus"; 

1 John 4:4 (NIV) "You, dear children, 
are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you 
is greater than the one who is in the 
world." and 

Romans 8:14, 31, 37 (NIV) "14 
For those who are led by the Spirit 
of God are the children of God; 31 
What, then, shall we say in response 
to these things? If God is for us, who 
can be against us?; 37 No, in all these 
things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us."

These promises do not exempt us 
from testing. However, in the midst 

of trials, if we put God first, He will 
never short-change us. 

To have power in our prayer, we need 
to be consistent and persistent. Pray 
aloud and claim God's promises as 
they are prophetic words. Prophetic 
words give hope and peace to those 
who hear them.

The Word of God goes forth and 
carries power to fulfil itself. We 
should intercede both in Word and 
Spirit, praying in tongues if we have 
been given that gift. 

June also shared that partaking in 
the Holy Communion, where we 
remember the body of Christ broken 
for us and the blood of Christ shed 
for us, gives power over darkness.

In facing spiritual battles, she spoke 
of the power in using God’s word 
and in believers agreeing in prayer. 
She quoted Matthew 18:18-19 (NIV),  
"18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind  
on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will 
be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly 
I tell you that if two of you on earth 
agree about anything they ask for, it 
will be done for them by my Father 
in heaven."

June also encouraged us to practice 
prayer and fasting to bring about 
spiritual breakthroughs.  

She exhorted us to develop the 
habit of praying and building up our 
prayer lives when times are good, so 
that we will be able to experience the 
power of prayer when challenging 
times come our way.

She concluded the talk by advising 
us to also keep ourselves physically 
fit so that our bodies and minds can 
be used to live for Jesus. 

Mrs Maureen Fong was one of the 
many who felt inspired by the talk. 
She reflected:
“I was really awed by June Chuah's 
frank, honest testimony of a life 

Annie Chin, 
Joscelyn Foo and 
Yeo Yew Tin
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WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE (WSCS) / YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY

Young Adults Ministry YA KKonnect
Participants listening intently to the speaker

beset with numerous, unimaginable 
challenges, but they still stayed on 
course, serving God faithfully and 
trusting Him all the way. June and 
her husband were able to reach the 
place of victory over the traumatic 
times in their lives because they 
believed in the power of prayer and 
now they have become the trophies 
of God's Grace. What an amazing and 
uplifting testimony!”

Wen Dezhi

YA KKonnect is a series of events run by the Young Adults 
Ministry. It aims to meet the unique needs of our young 
adults, and to connect them with each other and other 
members of the church. The “YA” refers to our target 
segment, the Young Adults, and “KKonnect” represents the 
hope for our young adults in Kampong Kapor Methodist 
Church (KKMC) to be connected to each other for the 
furtherance of Christ in their lives and in the world.

These events serve to build up their faith and community 
within KKMC. Talks are run every two months, with a focus 
on topics of concern such as faith in the workplace, keeping 
faith in a foreign land, apologetics, and more. A typical 
event consists of worship, sharing from God’s Word, panel 
speakers with other adults, facilitated discussions where 
young adults can share their perspectives and struggles, 
and prayer. We believe that sharing between our young 
adults would help to create a Christian community that 
they can rely on in times of need, and foster tighter bonds 
within the church community.  

God has been faithful since we started our inaugural YA 
KKonnect in October 2018 with the topic: “Faithful Friends 
in Foreign 'Lands'”. It has been close to a year since we 
embarked on this faith journey, united by a vision that 
God will bring a deeper unity and revival among our young 
adults if we provided the platform and context. Since then, 
God has shown His providence in the form of speakers 
both young and old from our church who are passionate 
about their field and well-versed about their topics. We 
have also been blessed with volunteer facilitators at each 
event who willingly spend time to understand our young 
adults and share in their lives. God has also given the 
opportunity for young adults themselves to step up to 
share or to serve in worship, logistics and planning. 

Our Young Adults had shared that they were interested in 
being equipped to share about their faith and have enough 
resources to respond to common questions when raised. 
In response, we kicked off our new apologetics series “Dig 
Deep” in September 2019, with the topic “Dig Deep: Is the 
Bible Reliable?”.

Through the session, church member Dr Hee Soo Yin 
explored the evidence that showed both the reliability and 
remarkable unity of the Bible in pointing to Jesus, despite 
being written by over 40 authors across 1,600 years. 

Participants also got the opportunity to role-play their 
response to a seeker’s question about the Bible so that they 
can practice gentleness in response. Soo Yin had shared 
the importance of knowing where pre-believers or skeptics 
are coming from before using hard facts against them. She 
also emphasised the importance of prayer, for it is God who 
moves the heart eventually, regardless of head knowledge.  

Perhaps especially encouraging for the members in the 
ministry was the special YA Chillout session that occurred 
right after the “Dig Deep: Is the Bible Reliable?” event.  
Young Adults came together to worship, pray, “makan” 
and simply chat. What had initially started out as a “games 
night” concept morphed into a more intimate session 
where we just shared openly about our thoughts. It was 
a heartwarming time of chatting and laughter. The Holy 
Spirit moved each to share, and we truly saw a glimpse of 
an authentic community that is connected to each other 
and to the church. 

We thank God for His providence and goodness that He 
has shown to the YA ministry, and we hope you will pray 
with us for God to continue His great work in this ministry 
and in our church. 

If you would like to find out more about the YA KKonnect, 
please contact Chern Siang Ling at siangling@kkmc.org.sg 
or 88008146.

Look out for the rest of the YA KKonnect Dig Deep series:
Nov 2019: Dig Deep - What do we believe? (sharing to be 
based on Apostle Creed)
Jan 2020: Dig Deep - Different religions ~ how do we 
respond? Why is Christianity different?
Mar 2020: Dig Deep - Can faith and science co-exist?
May 2020: Dig Deep - If there is a God, why is life unfair? 
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WITNESS AND EVANGELISM SEMINAR

Witness and Evangelism Seminar
Jesus is the Answer - but What is the Question? 

On 24 August 2019, the Kampong 
Kapor Methodist Church (KKMC) 
Witness and Evangelism Committee 
(W&E) hosted writer and speaker Mrs 
I’Ching Thomas for a short workshop 
on effective evangelism and 
witnessing within the Asian context. 
Titled “Jesus is the Answer – but 
what is the Question?”, the workshop 
gave us a deeper understanding of 
how the Gospel can be presented in 
a much more relevant way to those 
around us. 

At the start of the session, I’Ching noted 
that any evangelistic conversation 
would be shaped by the biblical 
culture, our home culture, and the 
culture of the listener. Our goal then, 
as Christians, is to communicate the 
Gospel in ways that are faithful to the 
biblical context, but also meaningful 
to the listener’s culture. This means 
stepping out and identifying with 
those we wish to reach, and being 
mindful of both cultural (e.g. ethnic, 
national, generational), religious, 
and personal contexts (e.g. socio-
economic status, education, family) 
that can cause the Gospel and the 
notion of salvation to be understood 
differently. It also includes being able 
to surface and respond effectively 
to cultural questions that may arise 
from the listener, while staying true to 
God’s word. 

I’Ching then shared a poignant 
example of a conversation she had 
with a neighbour, where she shared 
that the gift of a relationship with 
God through Jesus Christ was that 
of eternal life. To her surprise, her 

Kimberly Chia

neighbour responded by asking why 
anyone would ever want that – as 
within her friend’s worldview, to 
have eternal life was to live a life with 
constant suffering. “We may be using 
the same terms, but talking about 
different things,” I’Ching commented. 

To help us navigate complex cultural 
contexts, I’Ching shared the main 
characteristics of three major 
cultural types, and how we could 
then accordingly highlight the more 
relevant aspects of the Gospel: 

1. Guilt-innocence cultures are largely 
individualistic, deem those who 
break laws as guilty, and focus on 
seeking justice or forgiveness to 
right a wrong. Many Christians today 
draw from such a culture for our 
presentation of the gospel, as we 
largely emphasise forgiveness from 
sins. However, we could also share 
about how God is fair and just, loves 
us personally and unconditionally, 
and grants us mercy. 

2. Shame-honour cultures are more 
collectivistic. Shame is a result of 
not fulfilling group expectations, 
and people seek to restore honor 
before the community. This is 
especially common in the East 
where there are strong communal 
socio-cultural norms, where 
becoming a Christian can often be 
seen as forsaking Asian traditions 
to embrace a “Western” God. In 
such a context, we could share 
how God, through Jesus dying on 
the cross, granted us acceptance 
into His family. In addition, the 

gospel emphasised honouring 
family and growing in loving 
community – values which are very 
similar to Eastern cultural norms. 

3. Fear-power cultures largely draw 
from more animistic and tribal 
contexts, where people are 
afraid of harm and pursue power 
over evil through rituals. In our 
local Singaporean context, this 
can include praying to idols for 
prosperity and protection, or 
appeasing the spirits through 
various offerings during the Hungry 
Ghost Festival. In this context, we 
should share then about God being 
all-powerful and all-knowing, that 
He has the power to mitigate our 
fear and protect us from evil, and 
will be with us in all circumstances. 

Importantly, I’Ching cautioned 
against presenting a lopsided 
Gospel to others, where only one 
aspect of the Gospel is emphasised 
above all else. This would hinder 
spiritual growth and put God in a 
box, allowing him to save only in one 
particular area; moreover, this would 
not be true to God’s intent: that 
people in all cultures can experience 
His complete salvation. On the other 
hand, I’Ching also cautioned against 
presenting the Gospel in a syncretic 
manner (i.e. blending together all 
cultures and beliefs), as that would 
not be true to its Biblical core. 

As such, I’Ching encouraged us to 
firmly know the essence of what 
we believe, learn about what others 
believe, and then find a bridge 
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WITNESS AND EVANGELISM SEMINAR / MANDARIN MINISTRY

Mandarin Ministry Celebrates  34th Anniversary
Ting Loh Sharon, 罗艳凤姐妹

between the two. I’Ching pointed to 
the examples of Jesus and Paul, both 
of whom shared the message of the 
Gospel in a relatable manner. Jesus 
often used what was around him to 
share the Gospel, Paul often tailored his 
letters to his audience at the different 
churches, and most important of all 
– both led lives that were a constant 
testimony of the Gospel.

This also takes much hard and heart 
work, where the posture of our heart 
is one of humility both towards God 
and towards those who do not yet 
know Jesus. As I’Ching noted, sharing 

the Gospel should never come with a 
sense of superiority or arrogance, for 
when we share the Gospel to others, 
we are telling people they have been 
wrong all their life. This makes it 
even more critical for us to approach 
evangelism with much care and 
with the right intent, and go beyond 
simply quoting Scripture verses and 
asserting that we are right. 

May we strive to witness to others 
effectively both within and across 
various cultural contexts, and do so 
with much relevance and empathy. 

The Mandarin Ministry celebrated her 34th anniversary 
on Sunday, 25 August 2019. It was a joyous occasion 
made even more special by the presence of a number of 
former members like Rev Michael Wong, Mr Daniel Tan 
and his wife, Preacher Pau Chiong Wei and Rev Lim Ai Lei.

Sharon Ting, who volunteered to organise the anniversary 
service recounts:
The Holy Spirit was truly my senior partner giving me 
in my dream, the plan and idea for the anniversary 
celebration. Like what the bible says “your young men 
will see visions, your old men (or in this case, woman) 
will dream dreams” (Acts 2:17).
 
Alex and Wendy were ever ready to serve when I 
approached them to take charge of the song presentation 
involving the LifeGroup, youth and children ministries.

The celebration began majestically as worship leader, 
Gabriel, led the song 'Hallelujah to the Lamb'. The 
congregation loudly proclaimed, singing:

“By the blood of Christ we stand
Every tongue every tribe
Every people every land
Giving glory giving honor
Giving praise unto the Lamb of God” 

At the same time, a procession began with our Mandarin 
Ministry Chairman, Peter Chan, sounding the shofar, and 
Preacher Paul leading the committee members to march 

in with flags proclaiming the promise of God to see a 
great harvest as we serve King Jesus. 

This was followed by a song presentation represented 
by four generations of members–the seniors and adults 
from the LifeGroup and the youth and children ministries. 
They sang and danced joyfully to the Lord as one family 
of God’s children. Special thanks to Zhang Kun and 
Pauline for choreographing the dance.

How good and pleasant it is, 
when God’s people live together in unity!

– Psalms 133:1 NIV

Truly, the celebration was a team effort with brothers & 
sisters in Christ working together in unity.

华语事工34周年庆典的感想

华语事工于2019年8月25日星期日庆祝了34周年庆
典。这是一个欢乐的时刻，由于前任牧师 Michael 
王牧师，Daniel 陈夫妇，包章伟传道，林爱莉牧师
和许多前会友的出席，使庆祝显得更加温馨。

罗艳凤姐妹回忆:
当我举手答应拿起华语堂成立34周年庆典的计划

时，我感到惊讶和困惑。

的确，圣灵是我的至高伙伴，祂在梦里给了我这周
年庆典的计划和想法。就像圣经所说的“少年要见
异象，老年人要作异 梦”一样。
 
当我与陈振盛,纪宠诗夫妇接触的时候，他们很快
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地答应我负责生命小组、青年和儿童事工的诗歌呈
现。

崇拜领唱邓伟忠弟兄以诗歌 “哈利路亚 归羔羊”，
雄伟地开始了庆典：
“我们靠着基督的宝血
站立，
每个舌头，每个部落，
每个人，每个土地，
给予荣耀，给予尊荣，
赞美归于上帝的羔羊。”

华语堂主席彼得吹着羊角号，
保罗传道率领委员会成员

挥舞着旗帜，进入圣殿，
宣扬上帝的承诺，耶稣为教会的君王。
生命小组的年长者,成年人，青年人和儿童们呈现了
4代同堂的敬拜赞美诗”我们是天国的子民”
为主欢唱跳舞。
感谢张昆姐妹和宝琳姐妹为呈现的歌编舞。
这是何等的善何等的美。

“看哪，弟兄们团结在一起共同居住
是多么的美好和令人愉快！”

诗篇 133：1

MANDARIN MINISTRY / TAMIL MINISTRY

Faithful to the present
A lesson from Disciple 3 class

Tamil Ministry  All-Night  PrayerMdm Infanta Niksan

It was at this time that 
He went off to the mountain to pray, 

and He spent the whole night 
in prayer to God.

Luke 6:12

Following in the footsteps of Jesus, 
the KKMC Tamil Ministry meets twice 
a year for all-night prayer. As many 
of our members stay far away from 
church, the Tamil Ministry tries to 
hold the all-night prayer meetings on 
a Sunday after the worship service, 
when the next day is a public holiday. 

This year, the all-night prayer 
meetings were held on 4 February and 
19 May. Around 45 members attended 
each all-night prayer session.

I have eagerly attended the all-night 
prayer meetings since I became a 
member in 2008. Typically, we would 
have a Bible quiz prior to the prayer 
meeting from 9-10pm. The quiz 
reminded me of the exams during 
school days. Unlike school however, 

everyone who participated in this 
“exam” received a prize.

The all-night prayer on 19 May started 
at 10pm with praise and worship 
conducted by Mrs Malathy Sudhakar, 
which was supported by the choir. 
Together, we glorified God and Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Following 
the worship session, Brother William 
gave a presentation showing various 
nations where our fellow Christians 
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Brother Adlin Jacob

Tamil Ministry Celebrates   26th AnniversaryArul Christopher

suffer because of their faith. It was 
heart-wrenching to see the extreme 
difficulties they faced just to conduct 
prayer and worship services, and 
created an awareness in us to pray 
for Christians around the world. As 
Job 12:23 says, “He makes nations 
great, and destroys them; he enlarges 
nations, and disperses them.” We 
prayed for those nations and their 
leaders to be blessed with His 
abundant grace so that the common 
people may live in heavenly peace.

Brother Adlin Jacob then shared 
a comforting and encouraging 

message on prayer and love based 
on 1 Chronicles 7:14. A short tea 
break followed before we gathered 
again for prayer. Mrs Priya Pandian 
led us in prayers for the churches 
and missionaries. We prayed for the 
various ministries of KKMC and for 
the pastors and leaders. 

Pastor Rev Alegasan Moses then 
prayed for our personal needs and 
closed the prayer meeting with the 
benediction at 3am. In between 
the prayers, many of us shared 
testimonies about God’s miracles in 
our lives. May all the Glory be to God 
for He hears our prayers. 

Our KKMC Tamil Ministry (TM) 
celebrated its 26th anniversary on 4 
August 2019. The anniversary service 
reflected the congregation’s strength, 
spirit and faith.  

We rejoiced by echoing Psalm 105:1 
– “O give thanks unto the LORD; call 
upon his name: make known his 
deeds among the people.” 

Indeed, may the Lord’s name be 
magnified and glorified. KKMC TM 
is much more than a place where 
people gather to worship. From its 
inception, the TM has given strength, 
purpose, awareness, and healing to 
its members and the community. This 
is achieved through various ministries 
like Gospel Sunday, evangelism in 
the migrant workers’ dormitories, 
feeding the community, LifeGroup 
fellowship, women's fellowship, 
men’s fellowship, children’s ministry 
and support for missionaries in India. 

In celebration of the TM anniversary, 

we look back into history to see how 
we began; we look at the present to 
see how far we have come what we 
have done; and we look to the future 
with great expectation to where God 
will lead us. We look forward with 
anticipation of what Christ will do in 
and through us, and how the Spirit 
will continue to inspire us for service 
to our neighbours and lead us to share 
the gospel with the world around us.

By the grace of God and with the 
immense efforts of the late Dr S.E. 
Jesudason from KKMC and Pastor 
Lawrance from St. Paul’s Anglican 
Church, the KKMC TM started on 
8 August 1993 with only a few 
believers and worshippers. Today, 
the Tamil congregation averages 
160 worshippers every Sunday, and 
the TM provides more than just 
worship services. 

For the 26th anniversary celebration, 
we invited “old friends” from early days 
of the TM to join us. At the service, 

our TM Chairman, Mr Alpert eloquently 
recounted the past year with his Annual 
Report. The men’s group inspired us 
with a wonderful song of thanksgiving 
to God. Rev Tay Kay Leong shared a 
very enlightening sermon. We thank 
God that 2 new believers were baptised 
and became members of KKMC. They 
were joined by 6 other persons who 
were received as members by transfer. 
The worship service concluded with the 
cutting of the anniversary cake. After 
the service, we enjoyed a delicious 
catered dinner and had good fellowship 
with our church friends, including old 
church members.

The KKMC Tamil congregation 
thanks our Pastors Rev Selwyn, Rev 
Vethanbu, Rev Alegasan Moses for 
their contribution in teaching, sharing 
and spreading the word of God. 
The TM would also like to thank our 
Pastor-in-charge Rev Kenneth Huang 
for his love and care for the TM. In 
addition, we would like to express 
our thanks to all the Committees and 

Cake cutting at Tamil Ministry's 26th anniversary
Tamil Ministry's men's choir during 
the 26th anniversary celebration
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TAMIL MINISTRY / KK KINDERGARTEN
Group picture outside Wesley Methodist Church, Penang, on 10 Aug 2018

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church Kindergarten

The KKMC Kindergarten celebrated 
the Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival 
on Tuesday 3 September 2019. 
Parents were invited to join their 
children as the stories of the Mid-
Autumn Festival were recounted.

Lai Lao Shi retold the legend of the 
beautiful Chang Er flying to the 
moon using an engaging mix of 
video clips, slides and songs. She 
also shared that the Mid-Autumn 
Festival was celebrated in China 
and across many parts of South 
East Asia. 

Li Lao Shi then asked, “What do 
we eat during this festival?” “Why 
do we eat mooncakes and drink 
Chinese tea?” “What is eaten apart 
from pomelos and moon cakes?”

It was new to many children and 
parents that traditionally yam, 
water caltrop (ling jiao) and tea 
were consumed along with the 
mooncakes and pomelos. We 
learned those food were harvested 
around the time of the Mid Autumn 
Festival. Today people have added 
ice cream and even durians to the 
list of Mid-Autumn Festival food. 

It was most informative for 
the children when Li Lao Shi 
explain the word play for eating 

pomelos. “Pomelo” in Chinese is 
柚子 (yòuzi). It sounds like 佑子 
(yòuzi), which means “bless and 
protect the children”

The teachers then demonstrated 
the steps in making snow skin 
moon cakes. The parents joined 
their children in making beautiful 
and colourful mooncakes. The 
children were amazed by how 
quickly they could make a snow 
skin moon cake. The children 
and parents were treated to 
mooncakes that the teachers had 
prepared in advance. “Delicious!” 
was the word that rang out across 
the kindergarten.

The children then went for a 
lantern walk around the school 
vicinity, carrying the lanterns they 
had made. It was a wonderful time 
of fun, learning and bonding for 
the kindergarten children and 
their parents.

the Chairpersons for making this 
celebration event special. 

We thank our Father in Heaven for all 
His blessings and pray that He would 
continue to guide and be with us. I 
dedicate this write-up to the untiring 
efforts, the faithful stewardship, 
the dedicated prayers, the inspired 
leadership, the Christian witness, the 
patience in trials, the sharing of love 
and boldness of faith of pastors and 
laymen of KKMC and the KKMC TM. 
The TM is given to us as our sacred 
heritage and proud bequest from 
hearts that prayed and hands that 
toiled. May it continue to the day of 
Christ appearing.

New Members (L-R):
Baptism/Confirmation
திரு. கருபையா நாகலிங்கம் பிள்ளை (Mr Karuppiah S/o Nagalingam Pillai),
திரு. முகேஷ் கங்காசலம் (Mr Mugesh Ganggasalam)

Membership Transfer (From other Churches )
திரு. லீயோ சாமுவேல் (Mr Leo Samuel), திருமதி. லில்லி தங்கமலர்(Mrs Lilly 
Thangamalar), திரு.காளியபெருமாள் ஜெயகுமார் (Mr Kaliaperumal Jayakumar), திரு. மதன் 

கிரிஸ்ணப்பன் (Mr Madhan Krishnappan), திரு.பால் துரை இராஜன் பாபு (Mr Paul Durai 
Rajan Babu), திரு. ஸ்டான்லி ஜோசப் பால் ராபின்சன் (Mr Stanly Joseph. Paul Robinson)

Mid-Autumn Festival 
(中秋节 zhōngqiū jié）

Food eaten during 
Mid-Autumn Festival

Lai Lao Shi 
sharing on the 
Mid-Autumn 
Festival 

K1 Students proudly displaying their 
moon cakes

Lantern walk around the school building

Li Lao Shi 
showing the 
food eaten 
during Mid-
Autumn Festival 

Parents and 
Children making 
moon cakes

Agnes Wai
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MICAH CONVERSATIONS

Micah Conversations
How to  Act Justly, to  Love Mercy, and 

to Walk Humbly with our God in Singapore
On 19 and 20 July 2019, the Micah Conversations brought 
together 250 Christians from more than 100 churches 
to the Covenant Presbyterian Church.  We collectively 
imagined what it would look like to act justly, to love 
mercy, and to walk humbly with our God, in our place 
of belonging– Singapore. In the weeks leading up, Micah 
Conversations was publicised in my church bulletin and 
plastered all over my Facebook newsfeed. It was an 
ecumenical effort supported by many denominations, 
including the Trinity Annual Conference (TRAC) Board of 
Outreach and Social Concerns. To see many Christians 
similarly orientated to missions and deeply engaged as 
Christians in society, was heart-warming.

Opening the conference, Dr Melba Maggay, the President 
of Micah Global, shared that the integral mission is 
witness to the Lordship of Jesus in all of life. The church 
makes visible the saving power of God, through the local 
church and also through Christians living exemplary lives 
and advocating the common good in their workplace. This 
visible church proclaims and ushers in a new world where 
justice and righteousness reign. Noting that Jesus’ saving 
work is comprehensive, she posed a tough question 
to us, “Is our work transforming the earth or merely 
saving souls from a sinking ship?” Echoing Dr Maggay, 
Reverend Raymond Fong, Pastor-in-Charge of Faith 
Methodist Church said that the Church must incorporate 
the concern for social justice in transforming people’s 
lives as an end in and of itself and not only towards the 
salvation of souls.

Rev Raymond shared passionately that for a church to live 
our integral missions, it must go beyond its four walls, and 
avoid a silo mentality to better impact and transform the 
lives of the people it interacts with. On a practical basis, 
this meant interdependency with other entities, including 
through partnerships with other churches. Reverend 
Raymond shared that he realised on a home visit that the 
elderly lady had been visited by different churches and 
organisations in the Queenstown area who were giving her 
various food items that she had no need for. “If only there 
was coordination, we could help her more”, he lamented. 
The Church can also live out the integral mission and 
have a ripple effect on the community through synergistic 
collaborations with other entities, including secular 
and non-religious ones. He shared the example of Faith 
Methodist Church and Faith Acts partnering with Agency 
for Integrated Care to provide free health screenings, 
Citizen Farm (urban farming) and other Government 
agencies for the Faith Community Carnival which drew in 
residents from the Queenstown area. 

Micah Conversations was an ongoing conversation that 
began before the day-long conference. A month before 

the conference component, I visited ‘The Last Resort’, a 
home where a couple Ken and Addy live, and one which 
they open to shelter youth seeking refuge. A group of 
Micah Conversations attendees broke bread with Ken and 
Addy and a few of their youth over dinner to find out more 
about what ‘The Last Resort’ was about. Other groups met 
with Christians who visited other institutions and we all 
came together subsequently to share our experiences. 

The notion of integral missions and the demonstration 
of what it looks like in different spheres of society (e.g. 
business, law, social services) expanded my vision of 
what missions was about and what it could look like. It 
reminded me that love is seeking the good of the other 
and loving my neighbour as myself (Mark 12:31), and 
that my neighbours in Singapore include employers and 
employees in my workplace, the foreign workers who 
cook my lunch at the hawker centre, domestic helpers, 
individuals unable to afford legal aid, the homeless, and 
many more.

‘The Last Resort’ shows that our mission field can be close 
to home, literally, and the challenge and beauty of sharing 
life with people by welcoming them into our homes. 
‘Elsie’s Kitchen’ shows that our mission field can be in the 
workplace and demonstrated through care for employees. 
These various demonstrations show that such Christian 
living is not, and will not be easy. In fact, many a time, a 
high price has to be paid. Indeed, when the mission field 
is at the heart of our own city, we become complacent 
of the everyday situation and circumstances surrounding 
some individuals and communities. We shouldn’t distance 
ourselves and compartmentalise our money or time. 

Instead, we have to be fully involved and committed as 
Christians in every day of our lives. And perhaps in living 
out integral missions, in seeking to transform the lives of 
others, we may ourselves be transformed. 

Teh Yiying 

Our visit to ‘The Last Resort’, Ken and Addy’s home, and also a refuge for 
many youth. Teh Yiying is 3rd from left.
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MONGOLIA MISSION

Mongolia A New Opportunity for Missions Partnership
In May 2006, the then pastor-in-
charge of KKMC, Rev Dr Kang Ho 
Soon led a team from KKMC to learn 
more about the work of the General 
Board of Global Ministries (GBGM) 
in Ulaanbaatar Mongolia. This was 
the mission work of the United 
Methodist Church.

One of the results of that visit in 
2006 was KKMC hosting a Mongolian 
theological student, Urjinkhand 
Namgar from 2011-2014. Urje, as 
she was known, graduated with a 
Masters in Divinity from the Trinity 
Theological College in 2014, a 
classmate of the Rev Poh Zhi Hui.

Upon Urje’s return to Mongolia, 
she was appointed to be the pastor 
of Gerelt United Methodist Church 
(Gerelt UMC), her home church. At 
that time, Gerelt UMC was facing a 
number of challenges and Pastor Urje 

had to immediately shoulder many 
trying responsibilities. However, God 
remained faithful.

Fast forward five years and Pastor 
Urje would come back to Singapore 
in May 2019 to celebrate and attend 
the graduation of one of her new 
leaders, Nandia Nyankhuu from the 
Trinity Theological College.

While in Singapore, she met with Ps 
Kenneth and some of the mission 
leaders and asked if KKMC would 
consider sending mission teams to 
conduct training for her leaders. She 
shared that there was a particular 
lack of good models for theologically 
sound worship and liturgy in the 
Mongolian churches. In her church 
and most churches, the worship 
teams would copy practices from 
what they saw on YouTube. Often 

there is was an uncritical adoption of 
the form without an understanding 
of the substance of the practices.  
Pastor Urje shared that it was hard 
for her to teach her worship leaders 
as they had not been exposed to a 
broader liturgy used in churches in 
Singapore. They could not visualise 
what she was teaching.

This conversation led to the idea of 
bringing some of the key worship 
leaders to KKMC to learn from Dr 
Judith Mosomos and to be exposed to 
the different styles of worship in the 
English, Mandarin and Tamil services.

Then a month later, a team from 
KKMC would make a study visit to 
Gerelt UMC, conduct more training 
and meet up with key UMC leaders 
to better understand the situation of 
the churches in Mongolia.

Visit  by Mongolian Team 15-22 August

Pastor Urje brought a team of four, Khudree, Muugii, Oyuk, (worship 
leaders) and Lisa (a leader of Gerelt UMC). Our member Boon Quey 
met them at the airport at 5.30am as she and her husband, the late 
Quek Joo Kwang were hosting them in their house.

The Mongolian team had a tight schedule that included:
• Joining the 11.30am service worship team for practice
• Participating in the Seniors Corner
• Meeting with the KKMC Pastoral Team
• Two training sessions with Dr Judith Mosomos
• One training session with Dr Clarence Tan
• Attending the 9.30am and 11.30am English services, the 2pm 

Mandarin service and the 5.30pm Tamil Service.
• Attending a chapel service at the Trinity Theological College

Two of them shared what they had learned:

L-R: Khudree , Muugii, Oyuk, Boon Quey, Urje and Lisa

Muugii 
- the leader of Gerelt UMC worship team

1. Learning from people: I learned 
from those who shared, especially 
Judith and Clarence. More than just 
what they taught, their willingness 
to spend time imparting their 
knowledge was a blessing and 
example to me.

by team to Mongolia

2. Learning from the worship 
services: Apart from what Judith 
shared, it was a joy to see people 
serving joyfully, sincerely and 
faithfully. I felt people were serving 
out of a compassionate love that 
comes from the Lord and not out 
of obligation.

3. Learning from the pastors and 
leaders: When Jesus came to earth, 

he modelled servant leadership 
and ministered with a gentleness 
and humility. This was especially 
apparent from Mr Quek Joo Kwang 
and his wife Boon Quay. Mr Quek 
hosted us and ensured that we 
were comfortable and lacked 
nothing. All these he did without 
any complaint while battling a 
serious illness.
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Mission Trip to Mongolia 14-18 September

Muugii (left) leading in worship, On 
the right, Oyuk and Khudree are on 
the keyboards.

Preparing for Sunday worship service 
by singing a few hymns before the 
service.

Team standing in front of Gerelt UMC,
L-R: Lyndon, Mavis, Pastor Kenneth, 
Rev Jung (former UMC missionary 
pastor involved in the setting up of 
Gerelt UMC in 2004), Pastor Urje and 
Elaine.

Mavis : The church is impressive. It 
is built akin to a traditional ger - the 
Mongolian nomads living quarters. 
However, it is warm, welcoming and 
almost homely inside.

Mavis: Pastor Urje is a dynamic person 
with boundless energy and a positive 
personality. God has raised a core of 
leaders to help her in her church work.

Oyuk 
- Keyboardist, younger sister of Nandia

I learned many things from the visit 
to Singapore. Each worship service 
we attended was different and 
unique, and I was blessed through 
all five of them. It was my first 
time experiencing various kinds of 
worship services.

Before the training, I did not have 
any understanding of liturgy. 
Now I understand liturgy and the 
significance of worship order much 
better. The most important learning 
and experience for me was the sincere 
service and the love of God shown 

surprised with the many kinds of 
interesting food items. It was also my 
first time to visit the sea. It seemed 
very marvellous and made me reflect 
on God’s greatness and almightiness 
once more through His creation. 

Lastly, to the people we met in KKMC, I 
want to express my deep appreciation 
for your warm welcome, teaching 
and training while taking very good 
care of us. Thank you very much for 
everything and most importantly 
exemplifying servant leadership.

May God bless you and keep your 
ministry growing for His kingdom.

A team comprising Pastor Kenneth 
Huang, Ms Elaine Ang, Dr Mavis Yeo 
and Mr Lyndon Gan made the visit to 
Gerelt UMC.

This was a study trip to better 
understand the status of Gerelt UMC, 
and to meet key leaders from the 

through Pastor Kenneth, Mr Lyndon, 
Dr Judith, Dr Clarence, Mr Joo Kwang, 
Mrs Boon Quay and many others. You 
not only taught us how to do but also 
showed us how to apply.

Application.…
When I returned to Mongolia, I 
wondered where I could apply the 
lessons. First of all, I shared with 
the other youth leaders what I have 
learned. Secondly, I decided to be 
a good leader serving in the Alpha 
Course team.

Memories….
This was first time overseas, and 
Singapore was very hot for me. I was 

UMC. The programme arranged for 
the team included :
• Participating in the Sunday morning 

service at Gerelt UMC
• Joining in the 15th anniversary 

thanksgiving service of Gerelt UMC
• Running a programme for seniors 

based on the KKMC Seniors’ 

Corner model
• Running a workshop for the Alpha 

course leaders
• Training the leaders of Gerelt UMC
• Meeting UMC leaders.
• Visiting Kairos Community Centre, a 

social outreach ministry of the UMC.
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Elaine (left) leading the seniors in Gerelt UMC in 
simple exercises. When Urje and her team visited 
the KKMC Seniors Corner, they saw the potential for 
a similar ministry to the seniors in her community. 
Elaine conducted a typical programme and gave 
practical tips on running Seniors Ministry fellowship 
programmes. 

Elaine: My takeaway from conducting 
a session for their Seniors Fellowship 
is that the activities of exercise and 
bingo are universally enjoyed among 
seniors! An enthusiastic group 
of about 11 seniors gamely went 
through the seated exercises, even 
the lady with only one mobile arm 
and leg. During the “bingo game” 
everyone was excitedly listening 
for their numbers to be called until 
someone finally “bingo-ed”. They will 
be trying out this programme with 
their members for a month and then 
assessing its effectiveness.

Mavis: Praise God that Gerelt UMC 
just celebrated their 15th church 
anniversary. May the church go from 
strength to strength in their faith 
and service to God.

Elaine: There are many young 
children at church. They played an 
active role in the anniversary service. 
In this picture, the 2 children are 
dressed in traditional costume for a 
dance presentation.

The team met with James and Grace Cho. James is the UMC country 
coordinator overseeing several churches, a hospice and community support 
ministries. The ministry has a lot of scope to grow and UMC is encouraging 
the local believers to take the lead. There is thus a need to train local leaders.
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Please pray for 
1. The raising of more leaders and the strengthening 
of the team of leaders – spiritually and emotionally 
grounded; that God will equip, anoint and empower 
them in ministry, individually and collectively.

2. Pastor Urje – wisdom to bring the church forward, 
Holy Spirit’s anointing to preach and teach the Word, 
strength/ability and resources to deal with the day to day 
work, compassion to journey with her members. Pray for 
protection of her health and for her family’s well-being.

Lyndon met with the team conducting 
the Alpha Course in Gerelt UMC and 
shared ideas to help them overcome some 
constraints and challenges they had.

Pastor Kenneth presenting a guitar 
as a gift from KKMC to Gerelt 
UMC. There were genuine squeals 
of delight as an additional guitar 
meant they could now train another 
musician.

Pastor Kenneth taught the leaders 
and potential leaders key principles of 
leadership. After the session, several 
participants shared that if they had known 
the principles before, their ministries would 
have thrived. Instead some of the ministries 
had ceased because of the failure of 
identifying and training new leaders.

3. Emotional and spiritual healing for those who have been 
so hurt that it affects their lives and service in church.

4. God to show the church how they can be financially 
self-sufficient.

5. An outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the church and on 
the city.

6. Ways in which KKMC may be involved in church growth 
in Mongolia.

The Kairos Community Centre next to Gerelt UMC provides training and jobs 
for the poorest in the community. There is also a gym where young people 
can hang out till 11pm at night.

21

 – KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH



IN THE COMMUNITY

Interfaith Heritage Trail:
Faithful Disciples and Human Flourishment

Hymn Festival

Gabriel Liew

Gabriel Liew
(UMH 68)

A brand new interfaith heritage trail comprising visits 
to 8 different places of worship (including the Middle 
Road Church, the original building of Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church) across Bencoolen district was 
launched on 12 August 2019. The programme seeks to 
acquaint participants to the multiculturalism that existed 
across the Bencoolen area two centuries ago, and how 
the various migrant and faith communities co-existed 
harmoniously and contributed significantly towards SG's 
socio-economic developments.

One of the aims of this initiative is to facilitate better 
integration and cohesion among New Citizens (NCs), 
Permanent Residents (PRs), students from Niche 
Schools (Madrasah and SAP) and International Schools. 
Forty participants from Siglap constituency and South 
East district joined their Mayor Dr Maliki Osman to 
uncover forgotten or untold enchanting stories that 
helped chart Singapore's history. Deputy Prime Minister 
Heng Swee Keat linked up with the group for a tour 
of the Harmony in Diversity Gallery, followed by a fire-
side chat to help contextualise the participants' earlier 
heritage expedition.

I consider “Religious Security” to be the unofficial seventh 
pillar of the total defence of Singapore and I am glad 
that KKMC has been recognised for her contribution to 
religious peace in Singapore. I thank God for the kind 
understanding and support of our leaders and members 
all these years.

May the Lord find us Faithful!

DPM Heng Swee Keat presenting a token of appreciation 
to K KMC for supporting the Inter-Faith Heritage Walk.

When in Our Music God is Glorified 
Thank you for the photo of the KKMC Hymn Festival. 

Everyone looked very happy. It was a very nice Sunday morning 
and thank you for the meal and hospitality.

Sister Florence Wong, 
Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood (FMDM), The Assisi Hospice

Our Hymn Festival, which was held on the Sunday 25 
August this year, has always been a highlight of our 
church life. Our Chancel and Celestial Choirs and the 
Cherubims sang many beautiful hymns and songs, 
accompanied by the awesome music from our pipe 
organ, the ensemble  and other musicians. I think it is an 
actualisation of UMH 68 which reads, “When in our music 
God is glorified, and adoration leaves no room for pride, 
it is as though the whole creation cried Alleluia! Alleluia!”
The presence of our friends from the other faith 
communities has been a regular and unique feature of 
the Hymn festival. They came because of the strength of 
our friendship, to appreciate the music and to observe 
our church service. We have been faithful disciples 
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Front Row L – R:
Rev Tay Kay Leong, Mr Roland Tay (Paya Lebar Methodist Church), Ms 
Mary Law, PBM (Member, Kampong Glam IRCC), Rev Kenneth Huang 
(Pastor-in-charge, KKMC), Ms Denise Phua (Mayor, Central Singapore 
District and MP Jalan Besar GRC.), Master Hari Ohm Annamalai 
(Veeramakalimman Hindu Temple), Venerable Phra Goh Chun Kiang 
(Representing Venerable Seck Kwang Phing, PBM, President, Singapore 
Buddhist Federation and President, IRO), Rev. Gabriel Liew.

Middle Row L – R:
Ms Lily Bok, Mdm Preetinder Kaur w/o Gurmit Singh (Sikh Community), 
Mdm Jasbir Kaur w/o Harpal Singh (Sikh Community), Sister Florence 
Wong, Franciscan Missionaries of the Divine Motherhood (FMDM) 
The Assisi Hospice, Mr Kuek Yi Hsing (IRO Council Member, Baha’i 
Community of Singapore), Mrs Kuek Chze Suey (Baha’i Community 
of Singapore), Mr Woo Sui Kee, JP, BBM (Chairman, Kampong Glam 
IRCC), Mrs Woo Poh Kuen (Bethel Presbyterian Church), Dr Lim K Tham 
(Former General Secretary, National Council of Churches of Singapore), 
Mrs Jenise Lim (Fairfield Methodist Church)

Back Row L – R:
Mr Tanguy Lim (LCEC Chairperson), Mr Gurmit Singh (IRO Council 
member, Sikhism), Mr Roland Tan (Lay Leader, KKMC), Mr Harpal Singh 
(IRO Council member and Hon. Secretary, Sikhism),Mr Ramakant Misra 
(IRO Council member, Hinduism), Mrs Guru Thiliban (Veeramakalimman 
Hindu Temple), Mrs Adeline Chua (Holy Trinity Church), Mr Guru 
Thiliban (Veeramakalimman Hindu Temple), Mr Richard Chua (Member, 
Kampong Glam IRCC, Cluster Director, PEACE-Connect), Mr Quek Ah 
Kwang (Secretary, Taoist Federation), Mr Chia Keng Hian, BBM, PB, 
PBS, CStJ (Vice-Chairman, Kampong Glam IRCC), Master Dean Wang 
(Manager, Centre for Interfaith Understanding. Member, IRO Youth 
Wing), Mr Kenneth Lai (Senior Deputy Director, Community Relations 
and Engagement Division, MCCY), Dr Takashi Ichioka (Hosei University, 
Buddhist Community), Mr Mohamed Imran Mohamed Taib (Director, 
Centre for Interfaith Understanding), Mr Lim Shung Yar (Senior Director, 
Community Relations and Engagement Division, MCCY).

Not in Photo:
Ms Liyana Rosli Asmara (Manager of Harmony Centre, MUIS), Ms Yap Yee 
Ling (Manager, Community Relations and Engagement Division, MCCY)

by welcoming them and this hospitality reflects the 
greatness of our members. 

Rev Kenneth Huang said, “We welcome our special guests 
MP Denise Phua and her husband, Roland, and those from 
the IRO, IRCC, Harmony Centre, Rowell Court RC, MCCY 
and other friends, who join us today for our Annual Hymn 
Festival held as part of our church's 125th anniversary 
celebrations. As our PM Lee Hsien Loong reminded us 
at the National Day Rally Speech in Singapore, as fellow 

citizens and residents, we must all come together. We 
are very honoured by your presence and your friendship. 
We are also very grateful that you have allowed us to 
share with you what is most important to us in our Faith. 
KKMC, let us warmly welcome our special guests today."

After the celebration, we took a group photo. Then we 
took a short walk to Kebabs n Curries, a restaurant in 
nearby Mustafa Centre to share a Halal/Vegetarian buffet 
lunch together. 
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: Thank you so much for organising 

the highly successful hymn 
service. The selection of hymns, 
the reflections and scripture 
readings were thoughtful and 
inspiring. I was delighted to be 
able to meet up with the various 
faith leaders and to reconnect 
with old friends. All blessings on 
KKMC and your continuing role in 
promoting interfaith relations.

The Hymn festival at KKMC is always an event that 
members and guests look forward to. On this day, we invite 
special guests from Singapore Buddhist Federation, Taoist 
Federation, Baha’i, Hindu community, MUIS, Kampong Glam 
IRCC, Sikh community and others to join us. It seems surreal 
to see our guests mingling freely with our members on a 
Sunday in church. Inter-faith harmony was clearly evident 
on this very special day. We need to respect each other’s 
beliefs and practices so that we do not view each other 
suspiciously. Much effort has been taken over the years to 
achieve racial and religious harmony in Singapore. Hence, 
we should never take it for granted. Instead, we need to 
treasure and nourish it always.Dr Lim K Tham, PhD 

(Former General Secretary, National 
Council of Churches of Singapore) Col. and Mrs Vernon and Daphne Wee
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K KMC’s Peacemakers with Dr Mohamed Fatris 
Bakaram, the Mufti of Singapore.

Inter-Religious Organisation (IRO) 70th Anniversary Gabriel Liew

Spread the Message of Tolerance and Understanding
We must … have religious and 

government leaders who are 

broad-minded and enlightened, who 

understand the context in which we 

operate, and who set an example 

for others to spread the message of 

tolerance and understanding.
PM Lee Hsien Loong, 

GOH’s speech at the 70th anniversary of IRO

The basis of Christians' involvement in inter-faith 
ministry is based on the command for us to seek the 
peace of the country we are residing in. “Also, seek the 
peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried 
you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it 
prospers, you too will prosper.” (Jeremiah 29:7 NIV) 

The 70th Anniversary of the Inter Religious Organisation 
(IRO) was celebrated at the Fullerton Bay Hotel on 
26 August 2019. Kampong Kapor Methodist Church 
supported the celebration by sponsoring and filling 
a table. Among the invited Methodist guests we met 
were Bishop Dr Chong Chin Chung, Rev Dr Ngoei Foong 
Nghian (TTC principal) and Rev Fred Tan (CCMC) .

On that evening, the IRO launched an initiative – We 
The People of Singapore – with the Central Singapore 
Community Development Council. This project was 
the brain-child of Mayor Denise Phua and it aimed to 
promote understanding between the various faiths in 
Singapore using digital outreach efforts and media.

The evening was an eye opener to some of the KKMC 
members who attended. They reflected: 

It was interesting to learn that Singapore is one of 
the most religiously diversified countries. Almost all 
the major religions of the world are represented 
here. With such a diverse religious background, 
it is vital for people of different faiths to have a 
platform to communicate with each other without 
compromising our own faith and principles. We 
are thankful that we have IRO as the platform in 
maintaining religious harmony in Singapore.

MM Alan and Christina Soon

We are first of all, enthralled to spot people 
dressed in their religious costumes, denoting the 
many diverse religions in Singapore. Despite the 
different faiths, the atmosphere was cordial and 
relaxed. The fusion food added an interesting 
flavour to the evening. This commemoration 
of the 70th anniversary of the Inter-religious 
Organisation (IRO) also helped us understand the 
good efforts and initiatives put together by the 
government. In a multi-racial and multi-religious 
country like Singapore, interfaith harmony is vital 
in maintaining peace for the nation. Overall, it 
was an eye-opening experience for both of us.

MM Rayman & Elizabeth Hoo

We live in a globalised world, and are 
therefore profoundly interconnected. 
We must love our neighbours and 
reach out and practice equanimity. 
It should be our collective mission to 
help bring Singaporeans together as 
one people, regardless of race, religion 
and culture.

Mr Stephen Fong

We are honoured to have to be been part of the 
IRO’s 70th Anniversary celebrations representing 
KKMC. As a multi-racial and multi-religious nation, 
we should never take our peace and harmony for 
granted. Having PM Lee as the GOH demonstrates 
the importance our government places on the work 
of the IRO. I believe the work of the IRO over 
the last 70 years has contributed in no small part 
to the racial and religious harmony we enjoy today. 
Seeing the diversity of the attendees and the faiths 
they represent makes us thankful for our nation’s 
freedom to practice our individual religious beliefs. We 
even met fellow Singaporeans whose faiths I had not 
heard of prior to the dinner!  

MM Micah & Lay Hoon Tan
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TESTIMONY

Victoria Teng
I was introduced to Christ at the age of 7 when my 
mother brought me to attend the Sunday school at 
Kampong Kapor Methodist Church. 

Before I knew Christ, I felt like I did not have 
someone I could get help from, someone that 
I could pray to. My grandparents followed 
traditional Chinese beliefs and I grew up learning 
that the gods would punish me if I did not show 
respect. That gave me the idea that God was 
someone scary, easily angered and had many 
frightening faces.

After attending Sunday school for the first 
time, I was happy and comforted because we 

were taught that God loves us. It was completely different from the gods my 
grandparent presented. Instead, I learned that Jesus loves us and is always 
there for us. The idea that the Christian God was like a father to us really 
changed my life. I was no longer afraid of God because I knew he loved me 
very much and would protect me. After knowing God, I felt the love of God 
overwhelmingly. He was present whenever I felt troubled and unhappy. 

However, as a young Christian then I struggled to understand the saving grace 
of God, because despite the many prayers, my problems were not getting 
any better. I started to doubt God. Eventually, I realised that I often prayed 
for specific outcomes to certain problems. Instead, God was greater than my 
problems and that he could see the future that I could not. I discovered that 
God had better plans for me than I ever thought. Through these difficult times, 
I have learnt to put my anxieties to the Lord and learn to trust Him more. I 
learned to persevere in prayer. All these brought me closer to God.

After becoming a Christian, I found myself still very distracted by the concerns 
of life and often neglected the importance of reading the Word of God. This was 
especially true during major exams when I found myself so busy that I forgot 
that I could rely on God. I started to feel the need to prioritise my faith in God, 
by spending more time with Him and reading His word. When I did that, I 
noticed that exams and anxieties did not affect me as much. Instead, I feel the 
peace from God and find His strength to face my obstacles. 

Victoria was baptised on 25 December 2010 and 
will be confirmed on 24 November 2019
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Enjoy Christmas at  the Kampong  

Special Worship Services in December 2019 at KKMC

KKMC’s Christmas Blessing @ Little India 21 December 2019
As the finale of our 125th Anniversary to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness to us, KKMC is organising a 
community event: “Christmas Blessings @ Little 
India” to bless our neighborhood residents, 
businesses, and migrant workers at Little India. 
To create a warm, inviting and neighborly 
atmosphere, there will be four venues set up: 
“Kampong Fun”, “Kampong Care”, “Kampong 
Friends” and “Kampong Home” .  

“Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong” is our overall 
theme for this event, where we hope bridges 
with the community can be built, and existing 
bonds strengthened. As we at KKMC come 
together to serve our neighborhood community 
through loving outreach, we hope that this will 
also help us to become faithful disciples of 
Christian living in authentic community.

Come and “Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong”! 
We praise God for the good response from our 
church members to serve as volunteers. Please 
pray for the events and everyone involved. 

To God be the Glory.  

Rev Tay Kay Leong
for and on behalf of the Organising Committee

for our participation as well as invitation to our family and friends to join us!

21 Dec (Sat) – Celebrate Christmas @ Little India 31 Dec (Mon) – New Year Eve

7PM 7PM

10:30PM
10AM

1PM

Christmas Caroling
[This will take the place of our usual 24 Dec (Christmas Eve) Service]

Tamil Ministry 
New Year’s Eve Holy Communion Service

Watchnight (Covenant Renewal) 
Worship Service

Worship Service 
(with Infant & Child Baptism)

Tamil Ministry Christmas Day Service

25 Dec (Tue) - Christmas Day

Sun, 19 Jan 20, 10am
126th Anniversary 
Thanksgiving Service
Guest Preacher: Rev Malcolm Tan

Sun, 26 Jan 20 (2nd Day of CNY), 9am
Combined Service 
followed by Lo Hei Fellowship

Looking Forward at KKMC into 2020

Sat, 1 Feb 20, from 9am to 3pm
"Authentic Community 
– Connected & Caring" Seminar
Guest Speaker: Dr Tan Soo Inn

Watch out for more details in due course.
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Fake News and Good News
DEVOTION

Fake News and Good News
The world today is inundated with fake news. Every country is affected 

and there is currently no effective solution for it. Legislation to prevent 

the dissemination of fake news have serious limitations. The key 

problem is the nature of fake news itself. The Bible offers excellent 

teaching regarding fake news.

Leong Kwok Thye

The first incident of fake news is the devil’s 

encounter with Adam and Eve in the Garden of 

Eden (Genesis 3:1-7). The ultimate perpetrator 

of fake news is the devil. He assails the whole 

being - mind, body and spirit. A Question like, 

“Did God really say”, planted doubt in the mind. 

“When the woman saw that the fruit was good 

for food and pleasing to the eyes”, tempted the 

body. Finally suggesting that “….. you will be 

like God, knowing good and evil”, challenged the 

authority and wisdom of God. The devil’s deceit is 

infectious. Eve’s sin infected Adam. They thought 

that they could hide their shame by covering 

themselves with leaves of figs God had provided 

for their enjoyment. But they could not fool God, 

“Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten from the tree from which I commanded you 

not to eat?” (Genesis 3:11) 

The apostle John offers a helpful commentary, 

“Do not love the world or anything in the world. 

If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father 

is not in him. For everything in the world – the 

craving of sinful man, the lust of the eyes, and 

the boasting of what he has and does – comes 

not from the Father but from the world. The 

world and its desires pass away, but the man 

who does the will of God lives forever” (1 John 2: 

15-17).

The key issue we need to address is the outcome 

of truth itself. Jesus has declared, “I am the way 

and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me (John 1:6). He taught 

his followers, “If you hold to my teachings, you 

are my disciples. Then you will know the truth, 

and the truth will set you free” (John 8:31-32). 

Obedience to  God sets us free from the bondage 

and deceit of the devil. The focus of fake news is 

to make the individual great. Holding to the truth 

in Jesus makes God great and sets us free. 

True freedom does not deceive or exploit others for our ends. Fake 

news destroys the world. The good news of God is that Jesus transforms 

the world for the better. The apostle Paul offers excellent advice to the 

Church in Rome, “Do not conform any longer to the pattern of the 

world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you 

will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – His good, pleasing 

and perfect will” (Romans 12:2). Let us spread this good news to build 

a better world for all humanity.
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Now to Him who is able to keep 
you from falling, and to make 
you stand without blemish in 
the presence of His glory with 
rejoicing, to the only God our 
Saviour, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, be glory, majesty, power, 
and authority, before all time and 
now and forever. Amen.

Jude 24-25 (NRSV)




