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But thank God! He gives 
us victory over sin and 
death through our Lord 
Jesus Christ.  
1Corinthians 15:57 (NLT)
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Enjoy The Life that the Resurrected Jesus has Given Us!
When was the last time you and I really, and 
we mean, really thanked God for and truly 
enjoyed – even celebrated – the life that the 
Resurrected Lord Jesus Christ has given to us 
who trust in Him? We really hope that you did 
so this recent Holy Week and Easter Sunday.

Paul the Apostle reminds us in 1 Corinthians 
15 just how crucial the Resurrection of Jesus 
is to the Christian Faith, starting verses 1 to 
20 and then verses 56 to 58 (NRSV):

1Now I would remind you, brothers and 
sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed 
to you, which you in turn received, in 
which also you stand, 2through which also 
you are being saved, if you hold firmly to 
the message that I proclaimed to you—
unless you have come to believe in vain.

3For I handed on to you as of first 
importance what I in turn had received: 
that Christ died for our sins in accordance 
with the scriptures, 4and that he was 
buried, and that he was raised on the third 
day in accordance with the scriptures, 5and 
that he appeared to Cephas, then to the 
twelve. 6Then he appeared to more than 
five hundred brothers and sisters at one 
time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died. 7Then he appeared to 
James, then to all the apostles. 8Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also 
to me. 9For I am the least of the apostles, 
unfit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. 10But by 
the grace of God I am what I am, and his 
grace toward me has not been in vain. On 
the contrary, I worked harder than any of 
them—though it was not I, but the grace 
of God that is with me. 11Whether then it 
was I or they, so we proclaim and so you 
have come to believe.

12Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised 
from the dead, how can some of you say 
there is no resurrection of the dead? 13If 
there is no resurrection of the dead, then 
Christ has not been raised; 14and if Christ 
has not been raised, then our proclamation 
has been in vain and your faith has 
been in vain. 15We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified 
of God that he raised Christ—whom he did 

not raise if it is true that the dead are not 
raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, 
then Christ has not been raised. 17If Christ 
has not been raised, your faith is futile and 
you are still in your sins. 18Then those also 
who have died in Christ have perished. 19If 
for this life only we have hoped in Christ, 
we are of all people most to be pitied.

20But in fact Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the first fruits of those who have died.
…
54When this perishable body puts on 
imperishability, and this mortal body puts 
on immortality, then the saying that is 
written will be fulfilled:

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”
55“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, 
O death, is your sting?”

56The sting of death is sin, and the power 
of sin is the law. 57But thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 58Therefore, my beloved, be 
steadfast, immovable, always excelling in 
the work of the Lord, because you know 
that in the Lord your labour is not in vain.

These verses speak for themselves! Thank 
God indeed for the life that our Resurrected 
Lord Jesus Christ has given us is true (v20)! It 
is one of victory over all that robs or destroys 
life in people (vv55-57)! It is one of power to 
enable those who are disciples of Jesus to 
faithfully carry out the work of God in and 
through their lives (v58)! 

And for us at KKMC, it is one that will 
always help us to get “IN & INVOLVED”, 
especially, “along the streets” this year as 
we take the time to “look at, and look out 
for, others” – any and every person God will 
bring along our way in our daily lives – and 
as we exercise compassion to care for them, 
and confidence to confess our testimony in 
Jesus, and the Good News of Jesus, to them.

May the LORD bless and keep us as we move 
further into 2017!

Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew and 
Pastor Poh Zhi-Hui

 PASTORS’ MESSAGE 
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Featured Sermon Handling Life’s Issues Learning from the Preacher 
Preached by Rev Kenneth Huang on Sunday 5 March 2017. 

This is the first sermon in the series "Handling Life's Issues – Learning from the Preacher" on 
the Book of Ecclesiastes spanning March to July.

In my life time both as a Christian and 
pastor, I do not remember hearing 
a sermon series on the Book of 
Ecclesiastes; individual sermons, yes, 
during wakes and funerals based on 
Ecclesiastes 3 – there is a season for 
everything, during weddings based 
on Ecclesiastes 4 – two are better 
than one, and during Youth Sunday 
(as will be the case this year) based on 
Ecclesiastes 12 – start remembering 
your Creator when we are young.

But a full sermon series on the Book 
of Ecclesiastes, not really! And so, 
as we start this new Sermon Series 
of “Handling Life’s Issues” based on 

Reflections of a Royal Philosopher
1 The words of the Teacher, the son of David, king in 
Jerusalem.

2 Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 
 vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
3 What do people gain from all the toil
 at which they toil under the sun?
4 A generation goes, and a generation comes,
 but the earth remains forever.
5 The sun rises and the sun goes down,
 and hurries to the place where it rises.
6 The wind blows to the south,
  and goes around to the north;
 round and round goes the wind,
 and on its circuits the wind returns.
7 All streams run to the sea,
 but the sea is not full;
 to the place where the streams flow,
 there they continue to flow.
8 All things are wearisome;   [or words]
 more than one can express;
 the eye is not satisfied with seeing,
 or the ear filled with hearing.
9 What has been is what will be,
 and what has been done is what will be done;
 there is nothing new under the sun.
10 Is there a thing of which it is said,
 “See, this is new”?
 It has already been,
 in the ages before us.
11 The people of long ago are not remembered,
  nor will there be any remembrance
 of people yet to come
 by those who come after them.

 FEATURED SERMON  

the Book of Ecclesiastes, and will be 
“Learning from the Preacher” (which 
will be the sermon title throughout 
this series for all 12 sermons based 
on the 12 chapters respectively), I 
will be, and I trust all of us will also 
be, earnestly praying that our effort 
to learn God’s values, thinking, 
will and ways found in Ecclesiastes 
regarding how people are to live 
when dealing with the purpose of 
life itself, pleasure, work, wisdom, 
politics, money, ambition, desires, 
hardships, death, etc, (i.e. daily real 
life issues) will not be an exercise in 
“vanity” or be “meaninglessness”!  

And we will all say that it was indeed 
“most meaningful” as we deal with 
the earlier mentioned list of life’s 
issues, that are in fact “live issues” all 
peoples can identify with and have to 
handle from day to day. And as we 
do so, we seek to be able to further 
empathise with people along the 
streets meaningfully by being more 
compassionate to care for them, 
and being more confident to confess 
Christ to them, as we continue to be 
more and more “In & Involved” with 
them. So, let’s start this new Sermon 
Series by reading Ecclesiastes 1 in 
unison and after that, go in prayer to 
God, in preparation for the sermon.

The Futility of Seeking Wisdom
12 I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 

13applied my mind to seek and to search out by wisdom 
all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business 
that God has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I 
saw all the deeds that are done under the sun; and see, 
all is vanity and a chasing after wind.  [or a feeding on 
wind, cf Hosea 12:1]

15 What is crooked cannot be made straight,
    and what is lacking cannot be counted.
16 I said to myself, “I have acquired great wisdom, 

surpassing all who were over Jerusalem before me; 
and my mind has had great experience of wisdom and 
knowledge.” 17And I applied my mind to know wisdom 
and to know madness and folly. I perceived that this 
also is but a chasing after wind.

18 For in much wisdom is much vexation,
 and those who increase knowledge increase sorrow.
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As we look into Ecclesiastes 1, we 
note straightaway that it starts in v1 
with “The words of the Teacher, the 
son of David, king in Jerusalem” and 
then later in v12 with “I, the Teacher, 
when king over Israel in Jerusalem”.  
In other words, we know immediately 
two things about this Book just from 
these two verses:

(1) The teaching in the book was 
composed by one of the kings of 
Israel, who was educated, and/
or based on his teachings by 
compilers/editors.

(2) He meant for his teachings to 
be seriously considered and 
acted upon by his people as he 
had taken much time and effort 
to record his wise observations 
about life and its issues facing 
his people.

In Hebrew, the word for “teacher” 
can be translated “leader of the 
assembly” or “preacher”. And for 
Ecclesiastes, most Bible scholars 
will agree that this teacher, leader 
of the assembly, preacher, was most 
likely Solomon, son and successor 
of David who reigned between 
970 BC and 931 BC. As a Book, it 
was probably finalised in the 5th 
Century BC and has since then 
always been “canonical” – accepted 
as authoritative by the people of 
Israel – as being the Word of God 
inspired by the breath of God and 
“useful for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, so that everyone who 
belongs to God may be proficient, 
equipped for every good work.” (2 
Timothy 3:16-17)  So, a book like 
Ecclesiastes must be studied by all 
Christians, as any of the book in the 
Bible, to understand God’s values, 
thinking, will and ways.

Having assured us all of this, let us 
now consider the key observation of 
the PREACHER found in Ecclesiastes 
1:2, which is “Vanity of vanities, says 
the Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity.”  All is “utterly meaningless” 
(NIV). Now, some of you would be 
thinking that I should have used 
the word “conclusion” instead of 
“observation”.  No, the correct word 
is “observation” for you will see that 
the Preacher only shares with us his 
“conclusion” at the end of Chp 12, 

and that will be considered on 25 
June. So, thank God for this, for if 
v2 were His conclusion, then going 
on to study this Book further would 
indeed be in vain and meaningless, 
for there would be no hope!

Now, what would have caused 
the Preacher to come to this real 
and sobering (some would say, 
accurate but rather depressing) 
observation. The answer is that it 
would have to be the key question 
found in the very next verse, v3 
which reads, “What do people 
gain from all the toil (labours) at 
which they toil under the sun?”                                                                      
[By the way, the words “under the 
sun” occur 29 times in this book.]

The Preacher, through his personal 
observations, investigations, and 
maybe even interactions with his 
people, would have realised that the 
people were very sure that they had 
to “toil”, or put in hard labour, each 
day for their living. They were sure 
that they had to, in other words, 
spend long hours, put in great 
effort, expend lots of sweat, etc, 
in life’s daily dealing, matters and 
issues. 

But what they were not sure of at 
all was how and what they “gained” 
or benefitted from all their efforts. 
Or to put it another way, they were 
not sure what the real point of all 
their energies being consumed in 
life’s daily issues and challenges in 
fact amounted to. 

No wonder the Preacher then spoke 
about a deep, real and continuing 
experience existing in life of 

(1) FRUSTRATION – see vv4–11, esp 
vv9&10, for it seems very real 
from experience that all we have 
in life is the daily grind of hard 
work and the “same old, same 
old” without seeing any benefit 
from it, or understanding the 
point or purpose of it all, leading 
to life becoming a real drag, and 

(2) FUTILITY – vv12–18, esp v15, 
for it seems very real also from 
experience that there is no 
possibility of improvement at all, 
and so, no hope in life to cling 
on to, leading to life becoming a 
real pain.

And it is not only the poor who feel 
the frustration and futility of life – 
the rich do as well!

Let’s firstly deal with the issue of 
FRUSTRATION felt in life about 
life. From vv4 to 8, the Preacher 
describes the never-ending circle of 
life: its repetitiveness, routineness 
and relentlessness, as seen in the 
earth always been there and doing 
the same old thing through the 
generations (v4),  the constant 
rising and setting of the sun (v5) and 
circuitous manner in the movement 
of wind (v6). 

In themselves, one would think 
that people should be grateful for 
these certainties. But as we proceed 
to the next few verses, we better 
understand the frustration of the 
people. Yes, there is consistency 
and certainty in life and nature, but 
there is also a strong sense that life 
never changes, that while there is 
movement in life as water runs into 
the sea, there will never be fulfilment 
(v7) – instead, there is weariness of 
words and actions (v8a) as well as 
constant dissatisfaction (v8b), for 
nothing new ever comes about.

And that is why in vv9&10, the 
Preacher stated, “What has been is 
what will be, and what has been 
done is what will be done; there 
is nothing new under the sun. Is 
there a thing of which it is said, 
“See, this is new”? It has already 
been, in the ages before us.” 

It really seems from experience in 
life and with life, that all we have in 
life is the daily grind of hard work 
and the “same old, same old” 
without seeing any benefit from 
it. There is a sense of just going 
around in circles all the time, despite 
all the running that is being done in 
life! A lot of motion / activity but no 
actual distance covered. Sometimes, 
we hear people say, and maybe we 
have said it ourselves, “What was 
the whole point of working so hard 
when nothing changed and nothing 
new resulted. All things are just still 
the same or as bad as ever! What a 
waste of our time and our lives!” 

No wonder there is great frustration 
felt. In fact, out of frustration, 
someone recently tweeted, “I want to 
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FEATURED SERMON

hate my life in a different building 
– help me find another job!” The 
concern I have is not that he wants a 
new job. My concern is that he really 
hates his life! We need therefore to 
ask why this level of frustration in 
life and with life exists. It is because 
there is no understanding the point 
or purpose of it all, leading to life 
becoming a real drag. 

This then leads to the ultimate 
frustration felt by people which 
the Preacher aptly mentions in 
v11 to close this section. It reads, 
“The people of long ago are not 
remembered, nor will there be 
any remembrance of people yet to 
come by those who come after them.” 

What could be worse than having 
lived a life of toil and hard labour, 
and still have no one to remember 
that you existed, let alone celebrate 
your accomplishments if there were 
any in the first place. In fact, many 
years after the Preacher, shortly 
before his death, Mark Twain 
aptly captured the feelings being 
expressed in v11 when he wrote, "A 
myriad of men are born; they labour 
and sweat and struggle; ... they 
squabble and scold and fight; they 
scramble for little mean advantages 
over each other; age creeps upon 
them; infirmities follow; ...  those 
they love are taken from them, and 
the joy of life is turned to aching 
grief. It (the release, i.e. death) 
comes at last -- the only unpoisoned 
gift earth ever had for them -- and 
they vanish from a world where 
they were of no consequence ... a 
world which will lament them a day 
and forget them forever." 

So very sad! No wonder the Preacher 
declared, “All is Vanity”, “Everything 
is Meaningless”.

Let’s now secondly deal with the 
issue of FUTILITY felt in life and 
with life.  The Preacher shares his 
personal observations on this matter 
starting with vv12 to 14, where he 
mentions God for the first time 
and acknowledges that God made 
human beings with a desire, as he 
states in v13, to be on a quest (to 
seek and to search) to understand 
life’s daily proceedings and most 
importantly, what it was all meant 
for! That is, trying to figure out the 

“point” or “purpose” of life’s daily 
grind has been a continuing and 
consuming quest of mankind. 

It is however, as the Preacher 
stated, a burdensome (unhappy) 
task for if done only by man’s own 
wisdom, as represented by the 
Preacher stating he applied “my” – 
i.e. human – mind and wisdom to 
try and understand life that was 
created by God, it would always 
lead to the same understanding 
that the Preacher came to as stated 
in v14, “I saw all the deeds that are 
done under the sun; and see, all is 
vanity and a chasing after wind.”  
No wonder there is a great sense 
of futility felt in life and with life, 
when the quest to understand life’s 
proceedings and purpose is done, 
as the Preacher warns, purely based 
on human wisdom! 

In fact, if we count the number of 
times the pronoun “I” appears in 
vv12 to 18, it appears 8 times in 
just six short verses! I just wonder 
whether the Preacher deliberately 
made these verses “self-focused” 
in order to highlight that no matter 
how hard human beings try to 
acquire “great wisdom” as the 
Preacher did as stated in v16 – and 
for him, the wisdom he acquired 
was “surpassing all who were over 
Jerusalem before me; and my 
mind has had great experience 
of wisdom and knowledge.” – the 
quest using our human wisdom 
to understand life, which let us be 
reminded once again was created 
by God just in case we forgot and 
did not just happen, together with 
all the complexities of “wisdom” 
and “madness and folly”, will always 
be an exercise in futility!! 

The Preacher came to a similar 
understanding in v17, as to what 
he stated in v14, when he stated 
that “this also is but a chasing after 
wind.” An exercise truly in futility 
in other words! Those amongst us 
who sail boats will know that to 
move forward, and not be dead in 
the water, we have to always try to 
“catch” the wind in our sails – be on 
the side the wind is moving toward. 
And when we do so, it is pure joy 
for we will experience what sailing 
a boat is all about! But to chase the 
wind, that is impossible. You cannot 

move in the first place! So, how can 
a chase even begin!

Yet, the real sadness experienced 
by the Preacher, due to the reality 
that using only our human mind and 
wisdom to understand life created 
by God will surely be an exercise in 
FUTILITY, is summarised by him in 
v15 and v18 respectively.

In v15, we read, “What is crooked 
cannot be made straight, and what 
is lacking cannot be counted.” What 
is distorted cannot be made right 
by itself, what is missing cannot be 
perceived by self. What the Preacher 
realises is that human nature by 
itself cannot and will not change 
for the better by itself! Why 
should this be the case for human 
nature? We find help in Ecclesiastes 
7:29 – “See, this alone I found, 
that God made human beings 
straightforward, but they have 
devised many schemes.” Human 
beings have become not straight 
but crooked, have become not what 
they were made to be and do not 
even know this truth! They do not 
even know what is lacking in their 
lives. They cannot understand or 
perceive what is wrong with them.  
This is the reality of life and the 
reason life can feel so futile while 
attempts are made based on human 
wisdom to try to fix life’s issues 
and problems. It will always be 
insufficient and ineffective! Futility 
is felt due to the real experience 
of there being no possibility of 
improvement at all, and so, no hope 
in life to cling on to, leading to life 
becoming a real pain.

And in fact, the Preacher goes on 
to state in v18 that having more 
human wisdom and knowledge 
will not help, “For in much wisdom 
is much vexation, and those who 
increase knowledge increase 
sorrow.” This is because when it 
comes to understanding life, we 
need God to tell us about it and 
to help us understand His values, 
thinking, will and ways so that 
people will be able to live properly 
when dealing with the purpose of 
life itself, pleasure, work, wisdom, 
politics, money, ambition, desires, 
hardships, death, etc, and not end 
up saying that it was an exercise in 
“vanity” or ‘meaninglessness”!  
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Remember the truth spoken by 
Saint Augustine of Hippo in his 
book “Confessions”: “Thou (God) 
hast made us for thyself, O Lord, 
and our heart is restless until it 
finds its rest in thee.” We need 
God to fill our lives for He is the 
missing part in our lives; He is what 
human beings are lacking! Human 
beings need God much, much, 
more than human wisdom will ever 
be able to discover for only God 
can make us crooked no more! So, 
let us also remember the sad case 
of Bertrand Russell, who was born 
into a Christian home and taught to 
believe in God, but he rejected his 
training and became an outspoken 
atheist – that is, wise from a human 
level but not from God’s perspective. 
His daughter, Katherine Tait, said of 
him, "Somewhere at the bottom of 
his heart, in the depths of his soul, 
there was an empty space that once 
had been filled by God, and he never 
found anything else to put in it." 

I started today’s sermon stating 
that the key observation of the 
PREACHER about life in v2 was that 
it was “Vanity of vanities, says the 
Teacher, vanity of vanities! All is 
vanity.”  All is “utterly meaningless” 
(NIV). This Preacher made this 
observation because of the key 
question found in v3 which reads, 
“What do people gain from all 
the toil (labours) at which they 
toil under the sun?” The Preacher 
realised that the people were sure 
that they had to “toil” or put in hard 
labour each day for their living. 
They were sure that they had to, 
in other words, spend long hours, 
put in great effort, expend lots of 
sweat, etc, in life’s daily dealing, 
matters and issues. But they were 
not sure at all how and what they 
“gained” or benefitted from all their 
efforts and what the real point of all 
their energies being consumed in 
life’s daily issues and challenges in 
fact amounted to. 

Therefore, the Preacher spoke of a 
deep, real and continuing sense and 
experience existing in life of 

(1) FRUSTRATION (vv4–11) for the 
real experience is that life with 
its daily grind of hard work 
and the “same old, same old” 
without seeing any benefit from 

it, or understanding the point or 
purpose of it all as God would 
have for it, will definitely lead to 
life eventually becoming a real 
drag, and 

(2) FUTILITY (vv12–18) for the real 
experience is that there is no 
possibility of improvement at 
all without God coming into our 
lives and especially if we try to 
solve life’s issues using human 
wisdom only, will definitely cause 
a lack of hope in life to cling on 
to, leading to life becoming a 
real pain.

As we bring this sermon on 
Ecclesiastes  1 to a close, we have 
started to learn from the Preacher 
just how to handle life’s issues 
and that God is integral to us 
understanding life’s purposes. Let 
us also remember to learn the truth 
spoken by C.S. Lewis, when he said, 
“The glory of God, and, as our 
only means to glorifying Him, the 
salvation of human souls, is the 
real business of life.” 

Now, if someone were to ask us 
what we understood to be the “real 
business of life”, I wonder what our 
reply would be – The glory of God 
and the salvation of human souls OR 
just the securing of MORE…more of 
everything I have for my personal 
welfare, well-being, wellness, and 
whatever other “well-” I can think of?

If you agree with what the Preacher 
has taught us today and also with the 
truth spoken by CS Lewis, then this 
Season of Lent, if we want to show 
that we are really truly wise and are 
really increasing in knowledge, let 
us want MORE OF GOD and BRING 
HIM GLORY, and do it by HELPING 
OTHERS have the opportunity to 
have GOD COME AND FILL THEIR 
LIVES with HIS LOVE, just as we 
were already given the privilege to 
experience God earlier. 

How do we do this exactly? By 
learning about BECOMING A 
CONTAGIOUS CHRISTIAN when 
you sign up for this training that 
will be held coming and next Sat, 
11 & 18 Mar, from 9am to 12.30pm. 
You and I will then be able to help 
people who lives are crooked and 

not as it should be, to meet JESUS, 
the ONLY ONE who can make their 
lives straight or right again. We will 
also then be able to help people 
who lives are lacking God and His 
plan for their lives, to meet JESUS, 
the ONLY ONE who can help them 
understand they are missing Him 
and so, missing out on fulfilment in 
their lives. And by doing both, we 
bring GLORY TO GOD! 

So, will you sign up immediately 
after Service for this training and 
join the 60 or so who have already 
done so? I hope you will for then 
you will truly have the potential to 
help someone be saved from their 
sins and experience the abundant 
life Jesus said all believers would be 
given, and by doing so, then have the 
wonderful and joyous experience of 
bringing Glory to God! 

You know, there is great joy in 
helping someone believe in Jesus. 
But I suspect that for a good 
number of us, we have never really 
experienced the joy of truly bringing 
glory to God because we have never 
helped someone to come to faith 
in Jesus. No wonder there is still a 
sense of frustration and futility in 
our lives! This season of Lent, let’s 
change this. Let all of us become 
CONFIDENT to CONFESS CHRIST by 
becoming contagious Christians.

With this having been said, I would 
like to say that this Season of Lent, 
all of us need to meet God face 
to face and admit that there are 
still parts of our lives that remain 
‘crooked’ and not straight, there 
are parts of our lives where we are 
“lacking”, which we are not able to 
handle or perceive. And as such, 
we need to receive from God His 
values, thinking, will and ways, so 
that our lives will be made right 
and filled. For if we do not do so, 
we will continue to live unfulfilled 
lives, no matter how long we have 
been coming to church, no matter 
how long we have been “disciples”. 
When we come forward for Holy 
Communion shortly, do remember 
that that is exactly what it is, should 
be and can be between God and us – 
a time of Holy (sacred) Communion 
(relationship) – where we receive 
God’s grace in our lives. 
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Remembering Aunty Lian
"The memory of the righteous is a blessing..." 
Proverbs 10:7a ESV

Mrs Tan Lian Neo, the oldest member of Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church who was affectionately known in church 
as “Aunty Lian”, went home to the Lord in the early hours 
of 2 February 2017. She was 100 years and 3 months old.
At home, she was a good wife and a good mother. She was 
married to the late Mr Tan Hee Phuan for 58 years.  Mr Tan 
suffered a stroke and became semi-paralysed for the last 
21 years of his life.  Aunty Lian became his main caregiver. 
Although this made life very difficult for her, out of this 
distressing time came a very great blessing for her and for 
many people.

In Aunty Lian’s own words, 

In December 1976, my husband suffered a stroke. His 
speech was affected, and he could not express himself 
clearly, although his comprehension was good.  He therefore 
became very frustrated, as we often misunderstood what 
he wanted to say.

I did not have a full-time maid at the time. My husband 
would not allow anyone to feed or clean him except me. I 
had a slipped disc, and had difficulty taking care of him.  
I became frustrated and depressed. One day I cried out to 
the Lord, “Please Lord, take me home. I am very tired. I 
lost my only daughter in 1964, I had cancer in 1970, and 
now I am 60 years old and my husband is semi-paralysed. 
I cannot stand it anymore.”  I cried bitterly. Suddenly, I 
heard a voice saying “What is your cross compared to 
mine? I was nailed to the cross.” I opened my eyes, but 
there was no one around. I realised that the Lord was 
reminding me that instead of looking up and trusting Him, 
I was looking down at my circumstances and dwelling in 
self-pity.

Mrs Catherine Hu, Mrs Goh Yeow and Mrs Eileen Sim were 
then holding Prayer Sessions at Mrs Sim’s home. They had 
invited me many times to join them, but I couldn’t leave 
my husband alone at home. One day, after my encounter 
with the Lord, I called Mrs Hu and asked if their group 
would come to my home for prayer. They agreed, and 
that was how the Wednesday Prayer Group started. After 
a year, the Hillcourt Bible Study Group began in my home. 
We had only four to five people in the beginning, but the 

group gradually increased, and we now 
have 10-15 very regular members.  

Most of us are elderly citizens (60-80+ 
odd years of age.)  A friend named us “The 
Walking Stick Brigade or The Tongkat 
Group”. A few come with walking sticks, 
a couple in wheelchairs, but we also have 
some younger ones who find us young 
at heart in spite of our age!  If not for 
the trials and tribulations that my family 
went through, my home at Hillcourt would not have been 
opened for Prayer and Bible Study. 
(From The Preface of the 2000 edition of the Hillcourt 
LifeGroup’s testimonies)

The Hillcourt LifeGroup formed in 1979 and continued to 
meet for 37 years, spawning daughter groups along the 
way. After Aunty Lian’s passing the Hillcourt LifeGroup 
renamed itself as the Tenang LifeGroup, meeting at Mrs 
Tan Lye Im’s house

Wednesday Prayer Group and Hillcourt LifeGroup
When the Wednesday Prayer Group started, Aunty Lian 
invited Rev Khor Tong Keng to help the little group 
discover what the Scriptures had to say about prayer and 
intercession with the Lord Jesus. By the second month, 
members of the Prayer Group began to take the initiative 
to pray and plead with the Lord Jesus for loved ones as 
well as for their churches and friends. They learned to take 
authority in the name of Jesus, and began experiencing 
the power of His resurrection, in bringing peace and 
reconciliation and healing for those they prayed for.

The prayer times became longer as they persevered 
together, striving in prayer and intercession for many. 
At that time the Lord Jesus enabled the Prayer Group to 
practise the grace of ministering to others. They visited 
the sick and shut-ins and the Lord graciously worked with 
them, confirming the Word of their testimony with healing 
and salvation through the Holy Spirit. Growth in numbers 
began to take place.

This led to the start of the Hillcourt Bible Study Group 
that met on Mondays. The Hillcourt Bible Study Group 
(later renamed Hillcourt LifeGroup) took its name from 

Hillcourt LifeGroup meeting on 28 Nov 1994

The Wednesday prayer group started in 1978. By 2009, only Mrs Goh 
Yeow and Aunty Lian could meet but they determined to continue their 
weekly prayer meeting as long as they were able. 
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Aunty Lian’s house at Hillcourt, Cairnhill. This group was 
to became an instrument through which many people 
were blessed. Aunty Lian and the members of Hillcourt 
LifeGroup would visit those who were sick in hospitals or 
confined to their homes. Many people came to faith in 
Christ through the love and care of this group.

Mrs Jenny Heng recalls :
I was invited to a prayer fellowship in Hillcourt which 
changed my life. At that point in time my late husband 
had been diagnosed with terminal cancer and our young 
children and I were devastated. Being a non-believer I felt 
I had to seek comfort in Christianity.

I met Aunty Lian who must have been around 70 years old 
at that time. She was instrumental through her prayers, 
encouragement and deeds in guiding our whole family in 
our Christian journey. Highly intuitive and compassionate, 
she really knew when help was needed and supported me 
without fail.  

I especially learnt from her to act on that and to obey 
without reservation. I learnt from Aunty what it meant 
to have prayer partners and soul mates – together with 
Aunty Goh Yeow and the late Aunty Catherine Hu – I learnt 
from them how to pray for others. And I learnt from Aunty 
Lian what friendship with God meant – that which comes 
from the lingering and abiding in the presence of God 
every day through His Word. 

Another person who came to join the Wednesday Prayer 
Group 17 years ago was Caryn Gan. One incident made a 
lasting impression on her :
I remember the September of 2005, when some of us 
had gathered at her home. She was telling us that she 
was becoming less mobile, and could not visit as many 
people as she used to. She was 88 years old going on to 
89. She said, “I want to continue to be of use for the Lord.” 
She brought us to her table and showed us how she was 
going to be of use for the Lord. I saw on her table books, 
magazines, the Bible, writing paper and stationery.

She said she would write letters, compose written prayers, 
and make notes of things she read, so that she could pass 
them to those she was praying for. Through this she hoped 
those she prayed for could be encouraged or comforted or 
find spiritual healing.

As age caught up with the members of the Wednesday 
Prayer Group, only Mrs Goh Yeow and Aunty Lian were 
able to continue meeting. This they did because of their 
strong conviction and experience that God changes things 
through prayer.

When Aunty Lian turned 90 years old, she said, 
At 90, I have travelled a long way in the journey of life. It’s 
been a winding path, one of ups and downs, but I’ve not 
travelled alone. God has been with me all the way. When 
troubles and illnesses come, we can just sit and feel sorry 
for ourselves, or we can pray and ask God for strength to 
overcome each tragedy. Sometimes troubles and illnesses 
can draw us nearer to God.

The older I get, the more spiritual I become. At some 
point in our lives, we all need spiritual renewal. God has 
promised to renew us and even transform us when we 
seek Him.

Living to a ripe old age can be a real blessing. If we have 
been too busy before to have a close relationship with God, 
now is the time for reconciliation.

Begin each day with a prayer and thank God for each new 
day. Today is the guarantee you have, not tomorrow.

Aunty Lian’s relationship with God did not only revolve 
around the church or the Hillcourt LifeGroup. She had a 
large circle of friends of all ages that she treasured. One 
of her son Sam’s good friend, Mr Tan Thuan Kok recalls:
When we think of Aunty Lian we think of relationships: her 
deep and unwavering love for Jesus, her extended family 
and large circle of friends.

Hillcourt LifeGroup meeting on 16 Jan 2017

She reached out to many. Of special concern to her were the 
ones who had yet to know the Lord. She felt a compulsion 
to bring the love of Christ to them. Under her leadership 
and guidance, her prayer fellowship group (Hillcourt) had 
influenced many in their beliefs. Many in the group itself 
grew in strength in their faith.  Memorising bible verses 
was a way to go!

Even with the formation of the Hillcourt LifeGroup, the 
Wednesday Prayer group continued to meet with the small 
band of prayer warriors. They not only offered powerful 
prayers to God that brought healing and salvation to many 
people, they also taught younger people how to prayer.

Gracia Ng recounts :
I learnt from Aunty Lian the power of prayer, of going 
before our heavenly Father, simply asking and believing. I 
learnt from Aunty Lian the persevering ‘push’ of prayer – 
to pray until something happens. I learnt from Aunty Lian 
to sing and praise the Lord even in the face of immense 
tribulation, when the answers and relief so longed for are 
not in sight. I learnt from her to endure on my knees.
I learnt from Aunty Lian what it meant to be watchful 
in prayer, to watch and pray. I learnt what it meant to 
be alert to what the Spirit of God is prompting you, and 
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More than 50 years ago when we first met her as Sam’s 
mother, my wife and I did not have a relationship with God.  
From the beginning, Aunty was clear and open about her 
love for Jesus and His church. But she was never ‘pushy’ 
when she shared her beliefs.  

We have never heard her involved in a theological 
discussion or debate.  

She would invite pastors and preachers to her home for 
Bible Study and let us know that we were always welcome. 
Now and again she would give us a gentle nudge, but 
not to the point where we became uncomfortable. One 
example of such a ‘nudge’ is when she would let us know 
that we are constantly in her prayers.

She spent much time in listening, reading the Bible and 
Christian literature. Yet she respected the views and 
beliefs of others and held her silence. In her wisdom she 
knew that love unites, while theological debate divides.

In 1981, when both of us came to know the Lord she was 
one of the first we shared the news with. We knew that she 
would be truly joyful that her prayers had been answered.

Aunty Lian at 100 years old. She was born on 2 Nov 1916

Aunty Lian with her oldest son Sam and caregiver Siti

Aunty Lian celebrating Chinese New Year Lo Hei on 26 January 17, 
a week before her passing

her funeral:
Dear loved ones, relatives and friends,

I have finished the race and I am home with the Lord. As 
Christians, we know that death is not to be feared. It is 
not the end, but the beginning of eternal life. As we have 
been told, Heaven is beautiful – no more tears, no more 
sorrow, no more pain. There is nothing we can take with 
us to Heaven except our souls – no earthly possessions.

As Christians, we have to stand before the Lord to be 
judged for our works on earth, as we have been saved by 
grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

To those whom I have prayed for, for years, and have not 
yet accepted Jesus as your Saviour and Lord of your lives, 
do not delay. Do you know where you are going when you 
die? Surrender yourselves to Jesus. Faith in Him and the 
study of His Word will give you peace – peace which passes 
all understanding. No matter how rich or how famous 
you are, you have to die one day and give an account of 
yourself to God. When the day comes, will you be ready to 
face Him with joy, or with fear and trembling?

I thank my prayer partners and members of the Hillcourt 
LifeGroup for those thirty-odd years of love, care, concern 
and sharing with one another. Please carry on as long as 
there is life. I thank all pastors and speakers who have 
enriched us with God’s Word.

May God bless you, one and all.  We shall meet one day on 
that beautiful shore!

Goodbye, and Love 
Lian.

Ps Kenneth observed : 
Aunty Lian was a person who epitomised biblical 
righteousness, and as a result, had been such a blessing 
to all who knew her. She was a true disciple of Jesus for 
she affected others with her fervent faith in God and utter 
love for people. Biblical righteousness is being able to live 
out God's Word and values daily in such a way that makes 
people who meet you know that you love God and accept 
them, causing them to want to ask you to share with them 
this faith you have in your God. That was how Aunty Lian 
lived and how she influenced people for God.

Sometime before Aunty Lian’s passing, she knew her time 
on earth was coming to an end. She wrote a letter to her 
relatives and friends. This same letter was to be read at 
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In and Involved – Along the Streets
Becoming a Contagious Christian Training

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church has adopted the theme IN 
& INVOLVED – about the church, along the streets, and 
across the seas for the three years from 2016-2018.

As part of the focus for 2017, two training sessions were 
conducted to help the church to be more ‘in and involved’ 
along the streets.

The first session was Becoming a Contagious Christian 
Training held on Saturdays 11 and 18 March. This training was 
to enable our members to have the Confidence to Confess Christ.

The second was the Poverty Simulation Exercise held on 
Saturday 8 April, which was to help us to have the Compassion 
to Care for people around us.

The goal of Becoming a Contagious Christian (BCC) 
training is to prepare us to be contagious Christians 
who are active in leading others to Christ. 

Held over two Saturday mornings on 11 and 18 
March, the training was attended by some 80 
members. This emphasis was on equipping, and 
the participants had to identify one person they 
would like to pray for, befriend and eventually share 
the gospel with. The training was practical with 
participants guided in writing and sharing their 
Christian story, and in presenting the gospel of 
Jesus in a clear simple manner.

Below is the feedback from some of the participants.

Eunice Kng
After attending the BCC training, I 
realised that sharing the gospel isn't 
that difficult after all.

Eddie Siow 
After the Becoming a Contagious 
Christian training I went to Cambodia 
for work. Whatever we learnt at the 
course suddenly became very useful. 
My business partner had sent his 
senior manager, R, to help me check 
into a hotel. My office has worked 
with this partner for the last 10 years 
and I know the senior manager.

While waiting for the room to be ready, 
we sat in the hotel lobby. R started to 
share with me his struggles and issues 
at home. He spoke for about an hour. 
I really sense that he was desperately 
looking for ways to offload his burdens 
and I felt an urge to pray with him. At 
that moment my room became ready 
and I invited him to my room and 
offered to pray with him. At the end of 
the prayer he said AMEN! 

I could hardly believe what happened 
as Cambodians tend to be strong 
adherents of Buddhism. Please pray 
for R. He felt Jesus touching him and 
before he left my room he hugged 
me and thanked me. This episode 
really uplifted me. I had felt drained 
during that business trip but after that 
incident, I became fully charged up!!! 

Grace Toh
I first went through Becoming 
a Contagious Christian with my 
LifeGroup many years ago. Then, as 

now, my biggest take-away was the 
realisation that there was more than 
one way to evangelise, and that I 
could draw others to Christ in ways 
that were natural to how God had 
made me, in partnership with others 
who had different 'evangelism styles'. 
After so many years, it was helpful to 
be reminded of this important fact, 

and to be inspired again by sharing 
with each other God's awesome work 
in our lives

Lau Kan How
I enjoy the first part of the BCC 
training because it shows us the 
different evangelism styles, and how, 
if we are to be an effective contagious 
Christian we have to be natural and 
use the evangelism style/s that most 
suit us. Otherwise we cannot get our 
message across. We learnt about 
the benefits of being a contagious 
Christian and how we should deepen 
our relationships with the people 
around us before we try to start trying 
to start spiritual conversations. 

For the second part of the training, we 
had to write and share our personal 
stories. Perhaps we could extend the 
training to a third Saturday so that we 
have more time to try out telling our 
own story. If we were given time in 
groups of three to tell our stories and 
be given a critique by each of the two 
listeners, the second session would 
have been more effective, interesting 
and exciting. 
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All in all, it was a good learning 
experience. Thank you, Lyndon, and 
Ps Kenneth too, for taking time off 
from a busy Saturday and showing us 
something useful and edifying.

Christine Tan
The Becoming a Contagious 
Christian training was great! Every 
Christian would benefit greatly from 
attending this training, as it equips 
one with the tools to share the gospel 
in a natural way. 

I've always feared sharing the gospel, 

because I didn't know how to! 
Through this training, I learnt that 
relationship-building is important 
before we share the gospel. When 
we care for our friends and get 
involved in their lives, we know more 
about them and their needs. As I talk 
with them, I can incorporate sharing 
about God in the conversation, 
telling my story of coming to Christ 
in a natural way that fits me and the 
person I'm sharing with. And if there 
are areas I'm not confident in, I learnt 
that I can bring in other believers to 
help share the gospel, whose style/

personality will be a better fit for the 
listener. 

Keen to know more? Come sign 
up for the next training on 19 and 
26 August 2017 and discover for 
yourselves! You won't regret it!

The next Becoming a Contagious 
Christian training will be held on 
Saturdays 19 and 26 August, 2–5.30pm. 
Please contact Mr Lyndon Gan @ 
lyndon@kkmc.org.sg / 62937997 to 
sign up.

Christine Tan
I didn't understand what real 
poverty and desperation meant 
until I participated in the Poverty 
Simulation Exercise (PSE). Through 
role-play, we were given real-life 
scenarios faced by the poor and had 
to make decisions on how to allocate 
the family budget to survive. It was 
not as simple as it seemed.

In the PSE, I was assigned the role 
of Rita, an unwed mother aged 28 
with an 18-month-old son, who was 
living with her boyfriend Raju, an ex-
convict aged 21. Allocating the family 
budget and deciding what to pay 
for first, be it food, rent or utilities, 
was already difficult enough. Added 
to that were the many obstacles I 
encountered which I didn't foresee.

When I, playing Rita, had to pawn 
my microwave oven at the pawnshop 
because our family didn't have enough 
money, the pawnbroker told me she 
wouldn't accept my microwave oven 
because it had no pawn value. That 
meant I had made a wasted trip, and 
the bus/MRT fare I paid to go to the 
pawnshop was gone! I encountered 
another obstacle when I went to the 
Social Services Office (SSO) for help 
with paying the rent and buying 
groceries. The SSO said they could 
only help solve my rent issue, but the 
cash voucher to cover my rent would 
be ready only the following week! As 
for getting money to buy groceries, 
SSO couldn't help so they re-directed 
me to the Grassroots' Organisation 
(GO) to seek help. When I rushed to 
the GO, they were preparing to close 

Poverty Simulation Exercise “In Their Shoes”

for the day and I was told to go back 
the next day.

These are the real-life problems 
faced by the poor, which we wouldn't 
know unless we have experienced it 
ourselves. And this is what the PSE 
does. Through the PSE, I felt the 
desperation and hopelessness of 
the poor, when there isn't enough 
money for their daily needs such as 
buying groceries, paying the rent and 
utilities bill. When money runs out, 
and the parents cannot find jobs, 
the situation escalates. I can now 
better empathise with the poor and 
understand their needs. Any form of 
help, however small, rendered to the 
poor would help them greatly.

Joseph Leong
I played the role of Naresh, an 85-year 
old man who lives alone. He worked 
hard and had many material comforts 
but was all alone. He suffered severe 
cataracts and was becoming blind.

At the beginning of the exercise, he 
was shouting for help as he had a fall 
and could not get up. His shouting 
and screaming was not heeded as 
everyone was struggling and too 
busy. Finally he died alone.

Many of us may be too busy in our 
daily lives and not aware of other 
people struggles. 

We were encouraged to step into the 
lives of the poor and walk with them, 
just as our LORD Jesus Christ came 
into our world - identify and walk 
with us in our struggles.

The exercise also created awareness 
in us to look out for other church 
members who might be quietly 
struggling alone.

Stephen Fong
The key takeaways for me in 
attending the exercise on 8 April 
2017 at KKMC, were:
a) Learning about the tremendous 

social work that Methodist 
Welfare Services is doing for the 
community. Helping to open our 
eyes and minds to acknowledge a 
grave social issue – poverty, that is 
prevalent but not obvious to many 
of us in Singapore.

b) I played the role of an 11-year 
old boy in a family of four. To 
keep my 18-year old sister and I 
in school, my father and mother 
had to work very hard to support 
the family. We survived and stayed 
away from poverty by working as 
a team, with everyone prioritizing 
our requirements. To sacrifice our 
individual needs for the overall 
collective good of the family.

c) This exercise taught me to open 
my eyes to let light into our inner 

Joseph playing role of Naresh
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life and heart. If we live wide-eyed 
in wonder and belief, our body 
fills up with light and love. If we 
live squinty-eyed in greed and 
distrust, our body becomes a dank 
cellar. The focus of the inner life, 
according to Jesus, is the poor: 
“…be generous to the poor, and 
everything will be clean for you. 
(Luke 11 : 41). Giving cleanses the 
heart. 

Simple lessons to help us grow into a 
more caring society.
 
Tay Wan Wan
I was assigned the role of a hearing-
impaired housewife with a working 
husband, a son in Primary 5 and a 
daughter in the Institute of Technical 
Education.

I could not understand how the family 
ended up renovating their house and 
getting a loan when we were staying 
in a rental flat the size of 3 car-park 
lots. Furthermore, the loan had to 
be repaid in weekly instalments of 
$200! Due to time pressure and lack 
of money, It was challenging trying 
to plan and remember what needed 
to be paid each week, when and how 
much.  With encouragement from the 
daughter, I tried to get a job at the 
job agency but was informed that I 
would not be able to get a job as I 
was hearing impaired. Fortunately, 
the daughter took the initiative to 
get a part-time job and contributed 
to the household expenses. 

With so many organisations around, I 
was unsure as to which to approach 
for financial aid. But then someone 
came along with an offer to help. So 
timely and convenient! I was about to 
find out more when it dawned on me 
that he was probably a loan shark. So 
I tried approaching the organisations 

directly. Time ran out. It was closing 
time...  
     
Poverty is relative. Being short of 
money may also result in being short 
of time and this could build up stress 
leading to poor decision-making.

Family support is important. It also 
makes a difference when helpers 
approach those who need help rather 
than wait for those needing help to 
go to them.   

Khor Kheng Guan
If anyone has material possessions 
and sees a brother or sister in need 
but has no pity on them, how can the 
love of God be in that person? Dear 
children, let us not love with words or 
speech but with actions and in truth. 
1 John 3:17
 
Serving, ministering, helping—all of 
these words describe what we are 
called to do as followers of Christ. 
And to help us “walk in the shoes” of 
the less fortunate, our church invited 
the Methodist Welfare Services to 
organise a POVERTY SIMULATION 
EXERCISE Saturday 8 April at the 
church premises.
 
In this exercise participants are 
grouped into “families” and take up 
a role in the family. Each of these 
families has complex and multiple 
problems that they have to cope with.
I chose the role of the 18-year female 
polytechnic student in a family of 7 
(grandfather, parents and 3 younger 
siblings) because in my work, I 
support the polytechnics by taking in 
their students as interns.
 
There were 4 sets of 10-minute 
simulation exercise – each 10-minute 
block representing a week in the life 

of a real family. My character ended 
up not going to school at all and spent 
the whole duration of the exercise 
trying to get a part-time job to help 
make ends meet. Despite that, by the 
end of the 4th week, the ”family” still 
ended up, first without electricity, and 
eventually homeless! Whatever money 
that was available was just enough to 
get food for the whole family.
 
Although only a short exercise and 
we could only get a glimpse of the 
challenges, burden and distress faced 
by such families, it was nevertheless 
still a very somber reminder.

Those of us who are blessed by God 
and have sufficient means need to 
do our part to help these families in 
whichever way that God is telling us 
to do. If not already doing so, then 
I recommend attending the next run 
of this exercise and be convicted to 
do so.

Roland Tan
I was quite quite amused when I 
was told that I was to play the role 
of a money lender, better know as 
an Ah Long, at our church's Poverty 
Simulation Exercise. Having worked 
with victims of unlicensed money 
lenders, I was not sure if I could live 
up to the standards of a real Ah Long!

For the first 'week' in the life of the 
‘families’, no one was interested to 
borrow from me as they still had cash 
to spend. As they moved into the 
second week, cash on hand started to 
shrink and there were more potential 
customers. One of the families 
started the exercise owing me money 
so I wanted to leave unpleasant notes 
at their front door. But when I got to 
their 'home' they had already been 
evicted due to arrears in rent. They 
resisted paying me anyway so I had 
to lure the father away and had him 
shot. The family was at a loss as to 
what to do and how to react when 
father did not return home! I had to 
step out of the role although I was 
not supposed to and advised them to 
make a police report.

Most families did not want to borrow 
money from me as all were aware of 
the dangers of borrowing from Ah 
Longs and since this was a simulation 
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they were very ready to walk away 
although by the third week most 
were out of money. I guess it was not 
really a life-or-death situation like it 
would have been in real life.

Although everyone was aware that this 
was a role-playing activity, I believe 
we all went away with a much better 
understanding of the difficulties faced 
by the less fortunate, and the choices 
and decisions they had to make. Some 
of these decisions were seemingly 
illogical but having gone through the 
issues faced by such families we can all 
empathise with them. Their financial 
situation really pushed them to the 

limits and the future looked bleak 
and then everything started spiralling 
downwards. The exercise revealed 
to us how one small problem from a 
shortage of money can lead to much 
bigger problems. When everything 
compounded, there was seemingly 
no light at the end of the tunnel. 
Those who lost their jobs could not 
feed the family properly and either 
got electrical services cut off or were 
evicted, and their kids could not go to 
childcare. Then applying for support 
from the government took too much 
time which they did not have and it 
just got worse and worse.

I went away realising that the 
problem was too big for us to tackle 
as individuals or even as a church but 
we must do all we can and we would 
make a difference even if we could 
intervene and help a single person 
move out of his/her predicament.

This was especially important as our 
theme for this year was our service 
along the streets.

The next Poverty Simulation Exercise 
will be held on Saturday 21 October, 
1–5pm. Please Contact Mr Ivan Ho 
@ ivan@kkmc.org.sg / 62937997 to 
sign up.

Seniors Ministry A Vacation With A Difference
There is a time for everything, and a season for every 
activity under heaven.          Ecclesiastes 
3:1 

A contingent of 32 KKMC members and friends left for 
a six-day vacation to Vietnam on 27 February 2017. It 
was a time for exploring new horizons, for relaxation, for 
fellowship and above all, a time for God.

A Time For Exploring New Horizons
Vietnam is a beautiful country of mountainous limestone 
ranges intersected by fertile river deltas of paddy fields. 
Its population of eighty million is hardworking, intelligent 
and creative. Since emerging from self-isolation more than 
a decade ago, the country has prospered. It is the world's 
second largest rice producer and one of the largest and 
most efficient textile and garment producers. The basic 
infrastructure of the country however, has not caught up 
with its economic progress. Everyone drinks boiled or 
bottled water. Travel is time-consuming and hazardous. 

Vietnam produces excellent jewellery, handicraft and 
textile products. Fruits and preserved food are available in 
abundance. Vietnamese coffee processed by the digestive 
juices of civet cats is renowned for its unique flavor. With a 
currency exchange rate of approximately S$1 to Vietnam 
Dong 160,000, all of us were literally multi-millionaires. 
Shopping was thus high on our vacation agenda. 

A Time For Relaxation
The hotel we stayed in was clean and comfortable. The 
buffet breakfast served both international and Vietnamese 
cuisines. Lunches and dinners were novel and interesting, 
both in variety and quality

The highlight of the vacation was a two-day cruise on a 
houseboat in the calm waters of Halong Bay, sheltered by 
limestone cliffs. We had the houseboat all to ourselves. 
We explored limestone caves formed over millions of 
years by flowing water. Early risers participated in a tai-chi 

Leong Kwok Thye

workout. We had a Vietnamese springroll-making lesson 
in the afternoon and a squid fishing session at night. 

A Time For Fellowship
The apostle Peter describes Christians as God’s ‘special 
people’,

“But you are a chosen generation, a royal 
priesthood, a holy nation, his special
people belonging to God, that you may declare the 
praises of him who called you    
out of darkness into his marvelous light.”   
 1 Peter 2:9.

In reality, most of us only greet each other casually on 
Sundays. It was thus a time to discover what it means to be 
God’s special people. In the relaxed atmosphere of family, 
we freely shared ideas, which made our time together more 
meaningful and enjoyable. Some interesting examples are 
highlighted below.  

Rev Ho Chee Sin not only led us in a morning devotion, but 
also attempted attempted to form a fourth choir for KKMC 
by teaching us to sing a chorus in parts. Unfortunately 
most of us lacked talent, training and tenacity. Ying 
Yoke Kong and Michael Tan made the long trips between 
destinations lively and interesting by entertaining us with 
their unique sense of humour. Mrs Ho helped the group 
to get a better price for a special bamboo toothpaste and 
toothbrush pack by obtaining eleven packs for the price of 
ten. Rosalind with her knack for sniffing out good bargains 
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helped us to obtain gifts to bring home for family member 
and friends. 

We were also blessed with thoughtful and caring 
members. Angela rounded up the stray sheep loitering 
in supermarkets to ensure that they were not left behind 
when the bus departed for the next destination. Doris 
stood by at the bus entrance to help wobbly walkers get on 
and off the busy safely. Min Yin, our volunteer tour doctor, 
patiently attended to our aches and pains. Bie Guan, our 
tour leader, and Peter, our tour director, were always 
sensitive to our needs and graciously made changes to 
the itinerary whenever requested to do so.

Sharing work and family experiences over meals deepened 
friendship and helped us to appreciate and encourage 
each other. Those of us from the Pioneer Generation took 
comfort in the realization that we are not alone with the 
problem of ageing.

The Pioneer generation live in constant frustration. 
Some need hearing aids, for others, memory fades.     
We laugh at each other, But no one is any better.
And take consolation, All are in the same situation. 

A Time For God   
On the morning of the second last day, as I sat on the deck 
of the houseboat captivated by the calm waters of the bay 
set against the backdrop of towering limestone cliffs, the 
beautiful words from Psalm 90 flooded my mind. 
• The eternal God, the Creator of the universe has been 

our dwelling place throughout the generations (v1).
• Our existence on earth, like grass is transient (vv2-6).
• We are subject to the wrath of a holy God because of sin 

(vv7-11). 
• Our life span is seventy years, if we are strong, eighty 

(v10).
• We need to live aright before a sovereign and holy God 

(vv11-12).

On the evening of the second last day, we had arranged 
to meet three friends working in Vietnam. A has been in 
Vietnam for twelve years and B and C for ten years. We 

learnt how they juggle work in the day, with time spent 
meeting the needy in the evenings and over the weekends. 
The evening ended with dinner with B and C.  A was unable 
to join us, needing to leave early the next morning for 
another country.  

Throughout our meeting, there was no trace of regret. 
They had left promising careers in total obedience to 
Jesus’ command to, “Go into all the world and preach the 
good news to all creation” (Mark 16: 15). On the contrary, 
their joy and vibrancy was clearly evident. The essence of 
what it means to “live aright” (Psalm 90:12) came across 
clearly through their testimonies. 

He Has Made Everything Beautiful In Its Time 
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). 

It had indeed been a wonderful vacation. Min Yin’s request 
to me over breakfast the next morning sums up our 
sentiments – “Keep me informed if there is another trip 
next year. I am keen to join you all again!” 

Our trip to Vietnam is over but the work of proclaiming the 
Gospel continues. The challenge to us is to be partners in 
the Lord’s harvest by our prayers and practical support.

By This Name Seminar The “By This Name” seminar was held over 10 sessions from 10 January – 14 
March 2017. Based on the book By This Name, participants learned the overall 
message of the Bible starting from the beginning and following through to the 
resurrection of Christ. This approached proved very helpful for the participants.Ng Ping Ping

The book and the seminar gave me a 
very insightful overview of the Bible. 
Certainly the facilitators, Timothy and 
Bernice, played a big role in helping 
me to understand the central theme 
of the book. They adopted a casual, 
approachable style that became 
more serious when we came to key 
concepts. This allowed me to pick up 
the essential messages even faster. 
This seminar made learning the Bible 
enjoyable.

Alvin Teo
One thing I found helpful in the 
seminar was the way the book 
specifically and precisely illustrated 
how Jesus has fully redeemed our sins 
on the Cross and reconciled us with 
God Yahweh. 

I would strongly encourage you to 
attend this seminar because it has truly 
benefitted me in my walk with Christ.

Some of the “By This Name” participants
Back row (L-R) Oon Jit Hui, Rachel Seah, Angeline 
Chua, Ng Ping Ping and Betty Chua
Front row (L-R) Anabella Seah and Gerald Mok
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How To Manage Children With Special NeedsChildren's Ministry
The Children’s Ministry (CM) organised 
two training sessions for the Children’s 
Ministry and Youth Ministry (YM) 
teachers on 14 January and 5 February 
2017 to help them better appreciate 
children with special needs. 

Ms Lau Lee Fang, a special needs 
behavioural therapist, led the two 
training sessions and provided useful 
and practical approaches on helping 
children with special needs. Our own 

Ling Xin Jin
Other than learning practical ways of engaging special needs 
children during the training sessions, we were split into 
small groups to discuss different questions and scenarios. 
This also served as a time for the teachers of the CM and 
YM to interact with one another and share their specific 
experiences.  

Some pointers that resonated with me include: 
- being neutral and not letting the behaviour of the child 

determine our emotions.
- knowing that these children want to be treated the same 

as other children. However, the way they communicate 
their emotions are different. To communicate better with 
these children, we may need to use alternative methods 
such as pictures (e.g. comic strip) or scenario play.    

I benefitted not only from Lee Fang’s professional 
experience and skill sets but was also reminded that 
teaching these children is to continuously show them the 
love of God. This session was not just about having the 
necessary training to handle ‘situations’ in the classroom, 
enabling the children to learn, and imparting knowledge 
to them, but most importantly, that we are working in 
partnership with our loving God, who has a special plan for 
each and every individual. 

Special thanks as well to Michelle who shared her experience 
as an occupational therapist and Simone who shared her 
personal experience of bringing up a child with autism.

Lesley Ow Yong
During the Special Needs Training sessions, the trainer Lee 
Fang, taught us how to manage children with special needs 

by getting us to think about the different scenarios where 
we might be in and tips on how to deal with them. This is 
because each child is different so there is no hard and fast 
rule regarding how a particular child should be handled. 
She also shared her experiences while she was teaching 
Sunday School and that gave us fresh perspectives on how 
we could deal with some of the children we are teaching.

Katherine Seah
Our very own CM teacher Michelle Boen gave an insightful 
and engaging description of how she dealt with special 
needs students under her charge when she was doing her 
occupational therapy internship. She provided us with 
nuggets of information on how to handle children with 
special needs on different spectrums.

Another church member, Simone Ng, came up to share about 
how she, with the help of her son's therapists, guides and 
instructs her son, who has special needs. Her open sharing 
on the steps she had to take and is taking to direct her son in 
his life was inspiring. It encouraged us to want to continue to 
provide a safe place for every child to learn God's word even 
if the journey may involve some tense moments.

Paul Huang
I now have a better understanding of the science behind 
the behaviour displayed by special needs children. Even 
though I have known my students for some time and am 
accustomed to some of their behavioural patterns, I wasn't 
exactly sure what was causing some of their outbursts. 

Through the experiences shared by parents of the special 
needs kids and our guest speaker, I gained a more personal 
insight into the lives of special needs children and what 
appropriate mindset to adopt (e.g. be more patient and be 
sensitive to their feelings).

I gained a deeper appreciation of the struggles both special 
needs kids and their families go through. All the more they 
require the support of the community who can show them 
God's love!

Lynlee Tan
I was amazed by the humility and heart of Lee Fang, the 
main speaker. While I was expecting the speaker to say 
how much more we should do and what more can be done, 
Lee Fang instead thanked the teachers present many times 
and recognised the difficulties that we faced in helping the 
children with special needs. Simone, a parent who shared 
about her experience of having a child with autism in 
church, was equally humble and open in her sharing.
 
I was very thankful for the hearts of each of the individuals 
and am motivated to continue in God’s call to work with 
the children in our midst, extending grace and love to 
them, special needs or not.

The speaker, Ms Lau 
Lee Fang, a behavioural 
therapist at Joyful Steps

Michelle Boen 
sharing her experience 
working with specia l 
needs children

Our Children’s Ministry welcomes all children to know the 
love of God and learn to love like Him. If you would like to 
enrol your child please contact Cecilia Low at 91866432 or 
Timothy Tan at 62937997.

church members, Michelle Boen and Simone Ng, also gave 
insights on managing children with special needs.

Some of the CM and YM teachers share how the training 
sessions have helped them:

15

 – KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH



TRACKERS / MANDARIN MINISTRY

Trackers

Mandarin Ministry Chinese New Year Visitation

At the end of the KKMC youth camp in 2016, Pastor Zhi-Hui suggested 
that I go for the Trackers program when I expresseed that I needed more 
time to grow and develop in my Christian faith.

“Trackers is a 3-month discipleship program for youths in transition, e.g. 
those who just completed their  ‘O’ or ‘A’ level examinations or National 
Service. Designed to effect value change, the four-tier training approach 
builds participants through biblical learning, mentoring relationships, 
mission exposure and local internship involvement. There is a limit of 
50 youths who can attend Trackers, in order to facilitate better learning 
experiences to strengthen your relationship with God and be sent off in 
the right direction for the next phase of your life.”

Throughout these three months with Trackers, I realised that prayer is not 
just a powerful tool, Christ has to be my cornerstone too. My relationship 
with Him doesn't exist just for me to glorify Him with my gifts and talents, 
but also for me take comfort in Him. 

This new revelation was immediately put to the test. I was the only 
participant from Kampong Kapor Methodist Church while others came as a 
group from their churches. Loneliness soon crept in. I felt uncomfortable 
in large group settings when I had no one to talk to, because I felt that 
I would be viewed differently. I realised then that I took comfort in how 
people viewed me. My confidence came from affirmation by others. With 
the help of the Trackers' mentors, I learnt that I hadn't fully placed my 
identity in Christ, something which I am now currently in the process of 
reinforcing. My identity has to come from God. 

The mission trip to Myanmar opened my eyes. It convinced me that my 
whole being was to be a witness for Christ. We visited the homes for the 
deaf and dumb, an orphanage and a HIV rehabilitation centre. Public 
evangelism was a new thing for me. It made me realise the importance 
of reaching out to those around me. I am not afraid to share the gospel 
openly now because (haha!) I had become 'shameless for God' (this is the 
Trackers' motto). I learned to really give God the place in my heart to carry 
out His will, which is to reunite with His children who have yet to know 
Him. I will bring back what I have learned to help develop my church and 
help the Disciple Kids Primary 6 class that I am assisting at the moment.

Mandarin Min CNY visit to Kelvin Quak's elderly mother (extreme right)

Anders Quah

Shawn Ng

Mission team; Myit Tar Daw

Cohort picture before the start of the 1st musical. 
Anders is on the front row extreme right.

Visiting the deaf church ministry

Visiting the HIV/AIDS rehabilitation ministry

The Mandarin Ministry Chinese New Year visitation is an 
annual affair spread over a few days where we visit the elderly 
in our congregation to spread good cheer. We will especially 
visit those without kith or kin. 

We went in two groups this year. Donald and Sharon partnered 
John and Pat and they led one group. Their visitation included 
two members in hospital. Victor, Sally, Bernard, Bean, Shawn, 
Reuben and David formed another group. This group wanted 
to visit our oldest member Aunty Lian but this year she was 
not well enough to receive visitors.

Many others in the Mandarin Ministry like Preacher Pau, Peter, 
Lois and Bee Hwa joined in the visits. A fairly large group went 
to see our missionary Kelvin Quak's 90+ year-old mother. 
Each elderly person we visited was always a heartwarming 
experience.
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Tamil Ministry Women's Fellowship Retreat 2017Nancy Andrews

My visit to several homes of the elderly church members 
this Chinese New Year helped me to understand how my 
presence can be a blessing to others. The home visits were a 
mutual experience of joy and the acknowledgment of God's 
goodness. The visits were especially welcomed by those 
who were in difficult circumstances or have not been able to 
attend church for a while. I was glad to bring joy into the 
households of God's people. I am thankful for God's provision 
and guidance throughout the visits and would like to urge 
others to keep in touch within the body of Christ. 

Fellowship is an important part of our 
faith. Coming together to support 
one another is an experience that 
allows us to learn, gain strength, and 
show the world exactly what God 
is like. Coming together with other 
believers in worship and conversation 
helps to remind us that we are not 
alone in this world. When we come 
together in fellowship, we show each 
other how to live as God wants us to 
live, and how to walk in His footsteps. 
Fellowship is God’s gift to us.

With that in mind, the KKMC Tamil 
Ministry’s Women’s Fellowship sets 
aside a day for a retreat annually. This 
year, the retreat was held on Saturday 
18 February 2017. 

Rev. Vethanbu started the retreat with 
an opening prayer. Sister Twinklin 
Gracia then led worship session. 
This was followed by prayer and the 
sharing of testimonies. We heard how 
God did miracles in the lives of many 
of our members.

Sister Christina then shared from 
God’s Word on the topic, “How 
God is mindful of us and expects 
us to be mindful of Him in return”. 
The message was very useful as it 
made us think how God longs for 
our relationship, in which we can 

respond to Him by worshipping 
Him, confessing our sins, keeping 
His word, thanking Him and talking 
to Him in prayers. The message was 
inspired by the Holy Spirit, telling us 
that when we return to God, He will 
say, “I — yes, I alone—will blot out 
your sins for my own sake and will 
never think of them again” (Isaiah 
43:25).

After lunch, we had a time of fun 
with ice-breaking games and puzzles. 
Every participant eagerly tried to 
answer all the questions. This was 

followed by a useful talk about 
nutrition.

To keep the program running 
smoothly, a team of volunteers 
actively served lunch to the members 
and cleaned the place when the 
program ended. 

There were 15 women and 11 
children who attended this fellowship 
retreat. Gifts were distributed to 
the participants. The retreat ended 
successfully with a closing prayer and 
benediction.
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p	Tamil Gospel Sunday Skit
q	Tamil Gospel Sunday- newcomers responding 

to the invitation to accept Jesus as their saviour

Julius shawling Rev Vethanbu as a mark of honour

Gospel Sunday Julius Joseph

A Call to Our Tamil  Friends Outside Our Church
Young man, I say to you, get up! 

Luke 7:14

We were all dead in our sins. But God, 
because of His great love, freed us 
from the bondage of sin and gave us 
a new life. The best response to His 
love is to have a good relationship 
with Him and to carry out His great 
commission to us, that is, to go 
and make disciples of all nations. 
However, this commission must start 
where we are - in the apartments 
and streets where we live.  The Tamil 
congregation of our church organises 
Gospel Sunday twice a year to share 
the good news about God with their 
friends from other beliefs.

The first Gospel Sunday of this year 
was held on 12 March 2017. Unless 
God acts, all our works are in vain, 
so the congregation members prayed 
continuously for God’s help and 
guidance in organising the gospel 
event successfully. A 24-hour prayer 
chain was carried out on 11 and 12 
March 2017. 

We invited the people just outside the 

church building and because of God’s 
help, many responded positively. In 
addition, several members prayerfully 
brought their friends. In total, 26 
newcomers attended the Gospel 
Sunday service.

The Gospel Sunday service was tailored 
to be seeker-friendly. To help the 
newcomers feel at home, every song 
was carefully chosen. Also before each 
hymn was sung, a brief introduction 
was given to explain the song. 

A skit was performed to demonstrate 
the unconditional love of God to 
unworthy people like us, and the 
message was well received by all. The 
testimony of Rev. Judith Vethanbu 
about how God chose her even when 
she was young encouraged the 
listeners to put their faith in God. 
Rev. Vethanbu preached a sermon on 
the compassion of Jesus Christ and 
showed that Jesus is the only way to 
be free from the bondage of sin. He 
concluded by saying that Jesus offers 
us a new life. When an invitation was 
given to accept Jesus as their personal 
saviour, 16 people stood up to accept 

Him into their lives. Feedbacks forms 
were collected from the newcomers 
and they were all positive. A few have 
even testified that God had brought 
them to the church. 

Praise and glory be to God for this 
wonderful Gospel Sunday. Pray for 
God’s guidance and help for the 
effective follow-up of the newcomers.

Tamil Ministry

Farewell Speech for Rev Vethanbu
The Sunday worship service on 26 March 2017 was Rev Vethanbu’s last Sunday with the Tamil 
congregation before he returned to India on 1 April. Mr. Julius Joseph, Associate Lay Leader of the 
Tamil Ministry, represented the Tamil Ministry in saying a few words of appreciation for Rev Vethanbu.

I would like to say few words about 
our pastor, Rev. Vethanbu. This is 
what I observed during his five years of 
ministry here in Singapore.

Pastor, your appearance at the altar 
wearing the cassock gave us a sense of 
"Fatherly Care".

Your voice during the sermons was 
like a roaring thunder that never drops 
throughout the sermon for 45 minutes.

Your ability to adapt is much 
appreciated.

About five years back when we were 
trying to arrange a room for your stay, 
we had a concern - how would you 
stay in a small single room. But you 
adjusted well to what was available.

You quickly adapted to the Singapore 
working environment. You also picked 
up Tamil typing skills.

Your Faith: When we organised our 
Gospel Sunday service you challenged 
us to go out and invite people to 
attend the service. I used to wonder, 
“what if nobody attends?”  But you 
challenged yourself and challenged us 
to bring people by faith - our friends, 
family and people outside the church. 
And we never failed to see new people 
coming for our Gospel Sunday Services 
and coming to faith in Christ.

Your Family in God's Ministry: We 
have seen your wife, Rev. Judith 
Vethanbu standing equally with you in 
the Ministry.

Her participation and involvement 
in the ministry is well appreciated. 
She was actively involved with the 
Children’s Ministry – in sharing 
biographies, teaching songs and 
playing the guitar. She started our 
VBS (Vacation Bible School) during the 
June holidays. She played major roles 
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Farewell dinner for Rev Vethanbu on 26 Mar 17

in our Women's Fellowship where she 
provided leadership in singing, sharing 
and praying during the meetings. 
At special events like the Christmas 
programs and church anniversaries 
she was always a great help. Finally, 
she conscientiously prepared the Bible 
study material for the LifeGroups.

We thank God for your children, 
Twinklin and Libertin, for using their 
talents in God's Ministry.

Your Success: We notice that prayer 

is the secret for your success in the 
Ministry. You also encouraged and 
trained us to pray earnestly, like Elijah. 
For example, you initiated the 24-hour 
Prayer Chain for Gospel Sundays.

I have also seen you and your family 
spending time in prayer in the chapel.

We are grateful to God for your five 
years of ministry in KKMC.

May the Lord bless you and your 
family.

Rev. D. Vethanbu joined KKMC as the preacher for the Tamil congregation in December 2011. An ordained minister of 
the Church of South India (CSI), he was seconded to KKMC. Now just over 5 later, Rev. Vethanbu has been recalled by 
the CSI. He left Singapore on 1 April 17 with his wife Judith.

KK Focus caught up with Rev. Vethanbu as he reflects on his time with KKMC and his plans for the next phase of his life.

KK Focus Interview with Rev D Vethanbu

KK Focus : Rev. Vethanbu, we have 
been blessed by your time here at 
KKMC. How did you feel when your 
CSI Bishop of Tirunelveli announced 
last year that he was recalling you 
to India? Did you also feel that God 
was saying your time with the KKMC 
Tamil Congregation was coming to 
an end?
Yes. We have been praying for the Lord’s 
will to be done in our lives. Though we 
wanted to stay for some more time with 
KKMC, we took our Bishop’s instruction 
as God’s will when we were asked to 
return to the Tirunelveli Diocese. After 
praying together as a family, we have 
peace of mind and feel that God has a 
ministry for us to continue in India.

KK Focus : In your time at KKMC, 
what were some of the things that 
you found most meaningful and 
satisfying?
Team leadership is the key take away 
from KKMC. Careful and detailed 
planning to carry out events is also a 
good thing I have learnt. 

I enjoyed the good fellowship of 
the Pastoral Team (PTM) and Admin 
team (ATM). I had a good working 
environment. The PTM and the ATM are 
always trying to help one another in the 
ministry. I will miss this most!

It was also good to see the various 
courses being conducted to teach the 
congregation (e.g. Alpha, By This Name, 

DISCIPLE Bible Study and recently, 
Becoming a Contagious Christian).

The missions and evangelism programs 
and efforts are another area I will take 
back with me to my next church. The 
Children’s Ministry mission trips were 
something I did not see in my previous 
dioceses.

KK Focus : What are some of the 
similarities and differences in 
pastoring our Tamil Congregation 
in KKMC compared to a Tamil 
congregation in Tamil Nadu?
Similarities
- Culture and language are the same. 
- The economical and emotional needs 

of the members.
Differences
- Here the members are from different 

denominations and different regions 
of south India. In a diocese over 
there, all the members belong to one 
denomination and live around the 
same area.

- Here the non-Christians come readily 
for worship in the church when invited 
while in India it is very difficult to 
invite a non-Christian to church. 

- Here the opportunity for evangelism is 
more than in India.

KK Focus : What are your hopes 
for the future of the  KKMC Tamil 
Congregation ?
My hope is that our congregation will 
grow from strength to strength in 

the knowledge of Christ and grow in 
numbers. It is my prayer and wish that 
one day the Tamil Congregation will 
have an equal number of worshippers 
as the 9.30am English service.

KK Focus : Tell us what awaits you in 
India?
Fruitful ministry…..
By the grace of God I will take charge 
of  the Araikulam pastorate. This is a 
village pastorate and close to Tirunelveli 
city. It is six kilometers away from the 
School for the Deaf. Araikulam has 4 
congregations. The total number of 
baptised members is about 800. I will 
also be the correspondent of 2 small 
primary schools.

KK Focus : When you came, your wife 
Judith and younger daughter Libertin 
joined you in Singapore while your 
eldest daughter Twinklin remained in 
India to complete her education. Now 
as you return to India, Twinklin is 
working in Singapore as an engineer. 

Rev K enneth giving Rev Vethanbu a gift 
from the Church
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How do you feel about your family 
being apart?
We always want our family to be 
together. We believe family being 
involved in the ministry is a good model. 
Sometimes due to circumstances, our 
family is kept apart. But we keep in 
touch with one another and stay united 
in prayer.

KK Focus : How do you think you 
have changed after living 5 years in 
Singapore?
I learnt to do things on my own without 
depending on others unnecessarily.

I started giving more attention to 
teaching God’s word in the worship 
services.

KK Focus : In your first six months 
in Singapore, you said that the best 
things you liked about Singapore are 
punctuality and cleanliness. Are there 
other things you will miss when you 
leave Singapore?
I will miss the MRT and buses in 
Singapore.

I will also miss the climate (raining 
throughout the year).

KK Focus : May God go with you and 
your family , Rev. Vethanbu, and may 
you be a blessing back in India even 
as you have been such a blessing to 
us as a pastor.

Rev Vethanbu, Judith & Twinklin presenting 
an offertory at the Tamil Service

KK Kindergarten Linda Wah

The new school year began in 2017 with a new cohort of students. The 
first week saw many more crying children as compared to last year. 
Our teachers were trying their best to settle the children into their new 
environment. Thankfully, by the third week, most of the new students 
had settled in and stopped crying.

During the Chinese New Year celebrations on 26 January 2017, we had 
a showcase of the lion dance. The children had a good time and were 
able to relate to the lion dance during their lesson on Chinese New Year 
celebrations.

Parents were invited to participate in this event and it was indeed an eye- 
opener for all.

We had our first field trip to Eco Green Farm on 10 February 2017, and 
the children were able to engage all their five senses in the interactive 
programme. The children enjoyed the farm tour and were not bothered 
by the hot sunny weather that day. They also did not mind the various 
odours from the soil. They were served lunch made from organically-
grown plants. The tour ended with a hands-on activity on planting.

Term 2 is a better term for the children as they are more settled except 
for a few crying children due to separation anxiety.

The Kindergarten collaborated with the Agri-Food & Veterinary Authority 
of Singapore (AVA) to invite Ms Maggie from the AVA to the Kindergarten 
to do a show-and-tell on the care and love of pets.

Children were shown two bunnies which they were able to touch and 
feel. The children were taught how to care for the bunnies – from the 
food the bunnies ate to grooming the bunnies’ fur. As the children were 
too young, they were only shown how to carry the bunnies but did not 
practise carrying them. This was because the bunnies may get stressed 
by having too much attention around them.

The Kindergarten conducts weekly Bible storytelling sessions for the 
children. Pastors, staff and volunteers from the church take turns to share 
good values with the children. In one of the sessions, the children were 
especially engrossed when Pastor Gabriel Liew told his story through a 
magic show.

The Kindergarten actively seeks collaboration with the community to help 
provide a more varied and interesting learning journey for our children.

Children waiting to touch the bunnies
Thea grooming the rabbit

Ps Gabriel using a 
magic show to illustrate 
a Bible story

Children having 
hands- on activity 
on planting
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KAMPONG KAPOR FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE 

Kampong Kapor Family Service Centre and 
Whampoa Family Service Centre Therese Chan

Interactive Nutrition Workshop 2017 
In our interactions with some parents in the community, 
we realised that they found it difficult to get fresh and 
nutritious food for their children as their salary was 
insufficient to ensure a constant supply of fresh food 
for their families. Many of the children in our community 
did not get a sufficient amount of nutrition for their 
development.

Thus, Kampong Kapor Family Service Centre (KKFSC) 
collaborated with Cummins Asia Pacific Pte Ltd to conduct 
an Interactive Nutrition workshop for 25 parents and 14 
children in our community on 16 March 2017. Participants 
learnt about the importance of healthy eating and how to 
read food labels to check for preservatives.

After the workshop, 9 of our families were short-listed by 
our social workers for a grocery shopping activity. Each 
family was provided with up to $150 to purchase one and 
a half week’s supply of fresh produce and wholesome 
groceries at NTUC Fairprice.

We followed Mdm N, a 35-year-old single mother with six 
children, aged 15, 13, 9, 8, 6 and 5, during her trip to the 
supermarket. 

Mdm N spends $500 a month on food for her family. 

Despite her best efforts, her children often do not get 
enough to eat. Mdm N says, “I don’t get much, and most 
of the food that I do get goes towards my children because 
their needs come first.” 

She further adds that the workshop has helped her to 
understand the importance of fresh food, and she has 
learnt several new recipes during the workshop. She was 
observed to be reading the food labels on each packet 
before placing them in her shopping cart.

The Interactive Nutrition Workshop is part of the It’s 
About THEM initiative. This initiative helps beneficiaries 
of KKFSC and WFSC with timely relief. It covers areas not 
met by existing funds or services 
via T-Things, H-Hope, E-Expertise 
and M-Monetary donations.

To find out about the programme 
and how you can help our 
community, please contact Lynette 
at 62997662 or drop her an email 
at lynettetham@kkfsc.org.sg.

Mdm N during the grocery 
shopping trip on 16th March 2017.

How can you help us? 
It’s About THEM Initiative
Donations
• We welcome donations of pre-loved items in working 

condition.
• Donors may also purchase items for our families 

upon assessment of need by social workers. 
• Donors may choose to donate money to the It’s 

About THEM fund. Cheque/cash can be directed to 
Kampong Kapor Family Service Centre.  

Volunteering
• Sharing of your expertise or skills with the 

community through programmes held in cooperation 
with the FSC.  
- For example, if you are a nutritionist or a dietician 

who is willing to share some of your professional 
knowledge, you can consider holding a workshop 
for our community.

- If you are a homemaker and you are willing to help 

some of our families with child-minding services.

LightHouse
• Academic support mentors
• 1-year commitment
• Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 9pm (During school term)

KidsREAD
• Read to children
• Every Tuesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm

Please contact Therese Chan @ Tel 62997662 if you are 
able to help in the work of KKFSC.
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WHAMPOA FAMILY SERVICE CENTRE 

Kampong Play @ Whampoa Family Service Centre 
Kampong Play is a community outreach programme 
where we aim to promote play among individuals and 
families within the community. 

Kampong Play aims to provide a platform for families 
to play together as one and in the process, help them 
to create deeper family bonds. One of the objectives 
of this programme is to strengthen the familial ties. 
Play also aids children in the development of their 
social skills and cognitive abilities. A variety of games 
are introduced on each play day to meet the differing 
needs of the participants. This enables participants, 
from children all the way to older folks like the 
grandparents, to enjoy the novel experiences together.

Play days also provide an opportunity for the community 
to socialise. It is a common sight for children and 
families to participate and play with their friends or 
neighbours. Thus, besides strengthening familial ties, 
Kampong Play also allows the community to bond 
and have fun. This in turn strengthens communal ties 
between the residents.

Whampoa Family Service Centre (WFSC) hopes 
that through Kampong Play, we are able to better 
understand the community’s strengths and needs, to 
enable WFSC to better tailor its community work plans 
to utilise the community strengths, and to meet the 
community needs.

Since the inception of WFSC in March 2016, we have 
organised 3 rounds of Kampong Play. During each play 
day, we received great response from the community, 
with an average turnout of more than 200 people. 
Hence, with the invaluable help of our community 
partners and volunteers from various student 
organisations, we hope that Kampong Play will continue 
to be well-received by the Whampoa community as we 
continue to journey alongside them.

Tan Jia Wei (Social worker, WFSC)

Volunteers from K KMC, Erwin, Johanna, 
Pearlene & Guo Feng with a resident (centre)

Staff of WFSC with Mr Heng Chee How (centre), 
Member of Parliament for Jalan Besar GRC and  Senior 
Minister of State, Prime Minister's Off ice

We look forward to more volunteers from KKMC to join us in volunteering on play dates with the 
community in Whampoa. Please contact Mr Tan Jia Wei @ Tel 63260300 for enquiries.
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Gabriel Liew

Back row (L-R): Pastor Gabriel, Mr Michael Chia, Mr K enneth Ng, Mr Michael Tan
Front row (L-R): Ms Rosie Oh, Ms Mary Law, Mrs Eilleen Chia, Dr Chan Fong Ngan

A Learning Journey to the Indian Heritage Centre
God had placed Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church in “Little India” so 
that we can be a blessing to the “Big 
India” and our Community “along 
the streets”. In order to be effective 
in the context of our ministry, we 
need to understand and appreciate 
the Indian culture. Thus a learning 
Journey  to the Indian Heritage 
Centre (IHC) was organised on 
Friday, 7 April 2017 to learn about 
the history and beauty of the Indian 
Culture. The IHC “celebrates the 
diverse heritage of the various 
groups within Singapore’s Indian 
community and their links with 
the global Indian diaspora. Also 
highlighted are the pioneers in 
Singapore’s Indian community 
and their contributions to modern 
Singapore.” Among the exhibits, 
we were pleasantly surprised to see 
the photos of the early Methodist 
Mission of Anglo-Tamil School, 
our early Methodist Bishop TR 
Doraisamy and our Church!

IHC is worth a visit to remember 
and appreciate the many varied 
and  significant contributions 
of the Indian community who 
lived, worked and put down roots 
here; how their muscle, culture 
and intellect  helped Singapore 
develop. Memories were stirred 
of long defunct vocations, 
resourceful traders, prominent 
businessmen, doctors, Unionists 
and politicians. Indians of 
many languages, cultures and 
religions made Singapore their 
home and our lives are much 
richer and colourful for it.
Mr and Mrs Michael Chia

Our guide, Ms Swarna Latha 
(manager-outreach and education 
of IHC) made the visit interesting 
and inofromative. The exhibits and 
pictures were well documented.  I 
enjoyed the journey and would 
recommend others  make a visit to 
the Indian Heritage Centre.
Ms Mary Law

I got to know about the many 
different Indians from different 
parts of India, each with their 
different traditions and ways of 
life.  I also saw pictures of Indians 
in olden Singapore which 
brought back lovely memories , 
each with their different trades, 
like the dhobies, the barbers, the 
merchants , money lenders etc. 
I hope we can get to understand 
different races, their cultures 
and religions from similar 
trips in future, so that we can 
understand our fellow citizens 
better.
Dr Chan Fong Ngan 
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IN THE COMMUNITY

Celebrating Chinese New Year as a Community Andrew Cheong

The Guest-of-Honour giving a 
speech before lunch began.

Andrew (left) with 
guests from various 
faiths.

Leaders of different faiths at the 
CNY celebration.

The traditional lo-hei forged a 
sense of shared identity and 
community bonding.

At the invitation of Master Wei Yi, I celebrated the 
Lunar New Year with leaders and guests of the 
Taoist Federation on 30 January 2017. Minister 
Chan Chun Sing was the Guest-of-Honour.

Leaders from the different religions came together 
for the Lunar New Year lunch. There was a sense 
of camaraderie, with some teasing others like old 
friends. It was a relaxed, friendly and informal 
atmosphere. Even though each of the leaders 
shouldered a heavy responsibility in representing 
their own faiths, the gathering was neither stiff 
nor stifled. 

This is a result of years of relationship building. 
A relationship of trust and genuine friendship 
among leaders of different faiths is essential for a 
pluralistic society like Singapore to thrive.

May God bless Singapore with many more years 
of peace and prosperity.

Dinner and hong baos for the needy residents 

Mayor Denise Phua sharing a lighter moment 
with Milton Chan and Ps Gabriel

Milton Chan entertaining the 
old folks

Crossing The Road   To Be Neighbours Gabriel Liew

The Kwan Im Thong Hood Cho Temple and the 
Kampong Glam Inter-Racial and Religious Confidence 
Circle (IRCC) jointly organised a hong bao distribution 
to needy residents on 13 January 2017. The occasion 
was graced by Mayor Denise Phua, the guest-of-
honour. Our church member Mr Milton Chan sang and 
performed to rousing applause. It was heartening to 
see people from different faiths and religions coming 
together to bless the community. 

This reminds me of the prophetic words of Father 
Henri Nouwen who wrote:

“We become neighbours when we are willing to 
cross the road for one another. There is so much 
separation and segregation: between black people 
and white people… between Muslims and Christians, 
Protestants and Catholics… There is a lot of road 
crossing to do. We are all very busy in our own circles. 
We have our own people to go to and our own affairs 
to take care of. But if we could cross the road once in 
a while and pay attention to what is happening on the 
other side, we might indeed become neighbours.”
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IN THE COMMUNITY / MISSION TRIP TO INDIA

Together We Build A World Filled  With Love For Our Children

Mission Trip to India

At the invitation of Mr Necmettin 
Eskici, Director of the Turkish 
Cultural Centre (TCC), Pastor Kenneth 
and I participated in the “17th 
Annual Dialogue and Friendship 
Dinner” on 7 February 2017 at the 
Royal Plaza on Scotts. We enjoyed 
the kind hospitality of our gracious 
hosts and the company of friends. 
The Turkish children wowed our 
hearts with their beautiful singing of 
Mandarin Lunar New Year songs and 
we ended the evening with “lo-hei”!  I 
am grateful for our Turkish friends’  
appreciation of other cultures and 
building bridges of amity. This is 
reflected in the following extract 
from the inspiring speech given by 
Mr Necmettin Eskici:

“Distinguished guests, on behalf of the 
Turkish Cultural Centre, I would like 
to welcome you to the 17th Annual 
Dialogue and Friendship Dinner.

Our world is going through very 
difficult times as we see more 
radicalisation and more polarisation 
almost everywhere. Walls are being 
built instead of bridges, hate is 
promoted instead of love. 

We in Turkish Cultural Centre have 
been working to promote love, 
understanding, accepting others 
in their own position and building 
bridges of dialogue and friendship 
since our establishment.

Dear friends, your presence tonight 

is very significant and meaningful. 
We live in one of the smallest 
countries in the world. However, 
the dialogue activities here are 
immense and the environment 
is ripe for working together. The 
government’s stance on protecting 
multiculturalism is undeniably the 
greatest encouragement for us 
all. Minister Shanmugam’s recent 
statement about “safeguarding 
the position of minorities amid 
growing polarisation abroad” is very 
important. Besides the government’s 
positive stance, we can indeed set 
a role model to the world, with the 

Gabriel Liew

The Church must not show discrimination to anyone. Instead, the Christian 
must extend GOSPEL GRACE inside and outside the church, regardless 
of race, language, religion, culture, or social status.

Mr Tan Gee Paw, Sermon  at KKMC on 9 October 2016.

support of the people of Singapore. 

Let us celebrate our diversity and 
hopefully, together we build a 
world filled with love for our 
children.

With that, I would like to thank my 
colleagues and our volunteers for 
organising tonight’s event. 

As we are celebrating our dinner in 
conjunction with Chinese New Year 
this year, I wish you Xin Nian Kuai Le 
(Happy New Year), Guo Tai Min An 
(A Prosperous and Peaceful Nation).”

8-14 February 2017
From 8-14 February, Rev Kenneth, Rev Vethanbu, Ps 
Zhi-Hui and Lyndon visited two of our mission fields in 
India. The trip had two main purposes:
1. Visiting Rev Samuel Abraham and Ivy in the 

Malkagiri field and

2. Visiting Robin and Glory in their new Pathankot 
field and dedicating them as missionaries of KKMC 

Although the visit was only 7 days long, the team 
came away with a much deeper understanding and 
appreciation of the ministries that our missionaries 
and Indian Missionary Society, Tirunelveli (IMST) are 
doing. 

Andrew Cheong

“Lo-hei”

Pastor K enneth with Necmettin Eskici (with a tie).
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MISSION TRIP TO INDIA

Malkangiri is one of the most remote and underdeveloped districts 
in the Indian state of Odisha. Tribal groups constitute 59.2% of the 
district’s total population, with 81% of the rural population living 
below the poverty line. Currently, Malkagiri is one of the districts 
most affected by violence from Naxalites — individuals who follow 
an anti-government and far-right communist ideology There are 
some 372 people groups in Malkangiri, of which 350 are considered 
unreached by the good news of Jesus.

Rev Samuel Abraham was formerly the Field-In-Charge of 
Malkangiri field. He handed the leadership to Rev Challan 
in 2016 and is now focusing on leadership development, 
training and bible translation. IMST Malkangiri has:

9 Local Evangelists
16 Missionaries
127 Hostel Children
6 Hostel Wardens 
1204 School Children
45 School Teachers
1200 Believers
10 Churches
6 Worship Groups
45 Villages

Malkangiri, Odisha – Samuel Abraham and Ivy

In villages like MV 3, the church runs sewing classes 
for ladies. The classes include an hour of bible study 

and prayer. Non-believers asked to join the sewing 
classes even when told there will be bible study. 

L-R : Rev Vethanbu, Rev K enneth Huang, Rev Samuel Abraham 
and wife Ivy, Mr Lyndon Gan and Ps Poh Z hi-Hui

Ivy is the principal of IMST English Medium Nursery 
and High School. The school has 1204 students, 45 
teachers and 7 non-teaching staff.

The school faces pressure for government officials 
from time to time over the sharing of bible stories 
and prayers during morning assembly. The school 
also needs more long-term teachers and classrooms.  
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MISSION TRIP TO INDIA

Rev Challan is the Field-In-Charge of the IMST Malkangiri field. He remembers, 
“In August 1992, an IMS missionary Rev Solomon visited my village on bicycle 
and saw playing along the path. He got down and asked me, ‘Hey boy! Do you 
want to come to school?’ I replied, ‘Yes, sir’. Rev Solomon then asked my parents 
to allow me to stay in the IMS hostel and attend the school.”

Rev Challan became the first Bondo tribe person to complete 
his education. His family embraced Christianity and was the 
first fruit of many Bondo tribe people coming to Christ. In 
spite of persecution, enduring death treats, beatings and even 
imprisonment, their faith grew. Rev Challen’s father last words to 
his son before his death was to continue in the Lord’s ministry. 
Today, Rev Challan is the Field-In-Charge, in addition to his 
responsibility as the Chief Warden of Boys Hostel and pastor of 
Bethel Church.

We met with the missionaries and the 
lay leaders. Many of the missionaries 
are serving there simply because they 
are obeying the great commission 
of Jesus. Rajan (left in picture) was  
heading a department in a computer 
science company. He went to the IMST 
Malkagiri school for a mission trip to 
and taught for 5 days. After he left, 
God spoke to him and he soon returned as a full-time 
missionary teacher.

We also heard some of the stories of the lay leaders. 
These are people who hold regular jobs but serve 
as leaders in the church. Their commitment is 
unwavering. Several of them have lost their jobs due 
to an economic slowdown but this has not deterred 
them from Christian service even in the midst of 
personal setbacks.

India is a very big country. It took us more than 12 hours to get from 
Vishakhapatnam airport to Malkangiri, although admittedly the driver took a 
more scenic route. However when Rev Samuel Abraham took us to visit some 
of the nearby village churches, his idea of “nearby” was 50km. To save time 
while travelling, we packed food for our lunch and ate along the way. We 
understand better the daily challenges faced by our missionaries.
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MISSION TRIP TO INDIA

Robin & Glory were adopted by KKMC as missionaries in 
February 2016. They are assigned to start new work at 
Pathankot district in Punjab.
 
We met Robin and Glory for the first time in person on Sunday 
12 February just before they were dedicated as missionaries of 
KKMC at the Cathedral Church of the Redemption in New Delhi. 

Robin is from Punjab but Glory is from Tamil Nadu. The first new 
months in Punjab were very difficult as she did not speak Punjabi. 
When Robin went out for ministry, she felt lonely and isolated. She 
said that by God’s grace, she learnt the Punjabi language quite 
quickly. Now, even the Punjabis cannot tell from her speech that she 
is not a local!  
 
Robin and Glory are doing pioneering work. They look for believers 
in villages with no churches and start weekly worship groups in the 
houses. From there, neighbours and friends are invited to join in.

In places where there are no believers, they visit people to pray for 
them, befriend them and minister to them.

Robin and Glory have started two weekly prayer meetings in 
homes for believers. We joined in the prayer meeting. Later 
Robin wrote: “The team from Singapore encouraged us 
from the Word of God. During the time of word and prayer, 
more people felt physically different and they were healed. 
I thank God for His wonderful power.”  We also prayed for 
Raja, the son of Ramli and Kavitha, whose house hosted 
the prayer meeting. The prayer was for Raja to find a 
suitable spouse. One month later, Robin wrote to say Raja is 
now engaged and preparing for marriage. Praise God.

Pathankot Field, Punjab – Robin and Glory

Please continue to pray for our missionaries in India and in other 

fields. We are planning mission trips to visit all our fields in 2018. If 

you would like to go, please contact Lyndon (lyndon@kkmc.org.sg, 

62937997)  for more details.
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Short-Term Missions Internship
SHORT-TERM MISSIONS INTERNSHIP

Jeremy Yeo

Jeremy (front extreme le ft) with volu nteers i n 
the SY FC ProjectServa nts progra me. Some of 
the project se rva nts were students we met at 
Christma s 2016 a nd who a ccepted ou r i nvitation 
to se rve be fore the i r school bega n i n 2017.

After graduating from university, 
I decided to spend four months 
serving in an evangelistic Christian 
organisation called Singapore Youth 
For Christ (SFYC).  I wanted a time 
to grow in my walk and service with 
God before looking for a job.

My time in SYFC was spent in 3 
ministries, the Secondary school 
and Junior college ministry (SJM), 
Polytechnic ministry (PM) and Youth 
Guidance ministry (YG). 

The internship started with training 
on using various gospel tools and 
tracts. I had to learn to make the 
gospel message clear, simple and 
relevant to the youths of these 3 
different ministries. It was one thing 
to learn the skills but another to 
overcome the real hurdle I faced. 
I had to learn to be courageous 
and bold for Christ when it came 
to sharing the Word. I had to trust 
and rely on Him amidst all the fear 
of being unable to share the gospel 
clearly, the fear of offending the 
youths and the fear of rejection.

Being more reserved by nature, I 
had never been a ‘people’ person. 
But the internship compelled me 
to meet new people and to quickly 
forge a connection with them. This 
was especially hard for me. I was 
definitely tested the moment I was 
placed with the ministries. 

As part of the ministry we would go 

to the streets and nearby schools 
to reach out to youth. Evangelism 
was a part of the daily routine. 
Initially I felt weird and even fake 
when approaching students. But I 
was glad I did. I started by thinking 
I had present a perfect message to 
the students I met and if they did 
not respond, then that was the end 
of the contact. However, it quickly 
became apparent that each contact 
was more about having a meaningful 
two-way conversation. I got to hear 
what youths thought about Jesus, 
the state of mankind and the world, 
and better understood who Jesus 
is to them. Interacting with youths 
became so much more fulfilling as I 
listened to them.

A student Brian, shared about 
meeting other Christians before and 
having bad experiences with them as 
some had been pushy and forceful 
in sharing their beliefs. He was a 
little surprised and pleased to meet 
Christians genuinely interested in 
listening and understanding his take 
on religion. It was so encouraging 
meeting youths who were open 
to sharing and who were seeking 
answers. We would be surprised if we 
thought that everyone in Singapore 
would know of or at least heard of 
Jesus. Some of the youths from poly 
had never heard of Jesus and what 
He came to do. 

One of the striking responses I 
remembered was about sin. Though 

many had different definitions of 
sin, most agreed that they were 
sinful. One of them who realised 
this asked, “what happens to those 
who sin?” When he heard about the 
consequences, he paused as if in 
disbelief but as the conversation 
went on, it was clear that he was 
beginning to understand how terrible 
and costly sin was. And the challenge 
to him was, now that you know, what 
are you going to do differently? Do 
we want to continue to live according 
to our own way, or God’s way?

Not everyone I met wanted to get 
into a conversation. A polytechnic 
student, C was offended the moment 
he heard the word ‘Jesus’. His faced 
changed. He later told me how it 
was not appropriate going around 
speaking to others like that. I 
apologised for any offense caused 
and was really dejected that I might 
have done something wrong. But I 
have come to realise it was the gospel 
that was being rejected. SSharing the 
gospel was not easy. Learning to do 
so wisely is a challenge but it should 
not stop us from doing the Lord’s 
work. 

I went into the internship with SYFC 
as a means to bless others with 
God’s grace but in the end, I was 
the one who was blessed as I got to 
meet and understand the youths of 
the different ministries better. God is 
faithful!
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Vincent Chen

TESTIMONIES

Vincent Chen and his wife Yvonne Loh were baptised on 8 April 2017 and received into church membership on 
Palm Sunday, 9 April 2017. A week later, their children Natalie and Tristan were baptised at the Easter Sunday 
worship service.

They share their testimonies :

Testimonies

I grew up in a traditional Chinese family where 
the praying to deities and ancestor worship was 
practiced. 

However I had a childhood friend whose family 
was Catholic and they would bring me to church 
occasionally. I also studied in a Catholic school for 
10 years. Although I was exposed to God early in my 
life, I did not become a Christian. 

Throughout my life, I considered myself to be quite a 
lucky person as I do not encounter much challenges 
except for a few incidents. In those few incidents, I 
would search deep inside myself and ask for divine 
help. Surprisingly, I always came out well. Even 
though I called it luck, deep down inside I knew 
someone was watching out for me.

Getting married and having 2 young children was a 
blessing. But it was not easy for us to start a family 
as we encountered challenges along the way. I had 
wanted to bring the family to attend church to 
explore Christianity but as my wife was an only child 
in a traditional Chinese family, I did not think that it 
was appropriate.

One day, my eldest child, Natalie came to me and 
asked a very simple question. “Who is God?” I 
explained that He is our creator and Heavenly Father. 
However every answer I gave was followed by further 
questions. After the 3rd or 4th question, I gave up 
and decided to learn more.

We spoke to a family friend, Jasmine and she 
suggested that we attend the Alpha course. We 
joined the Alpha course in July 2015 and then started 
attending church. The Alpha Course helped me to 
understand much more about God. I came to know 
that the “someone” who had been looking after me 

all this time was the Holy Spirit. God had been with 
me all along, guiding me.

During the Alpha Course, we met Jennifer Chan who 
invited us to her LifeGroup (the “Groupers”). There I 
met friends who are also on the same journey. It has 
been really uplifting.

Acknowledging the Almighty Lord made a big 
change in my life. I have not felt alone ever since. 
I approach things feeling strong and yet humbled. I 
know that whatever I am doing, it is due to His grace 
and guidance.

Believing in the Lord is not just about having an 
everlasting life in Heaven but it is also about how we 
can be more Christ-like on our journey through life. 
I am still astonished that whenever I open the bible, 
the words are always right for that moment of my 
life.

My wife and kids have embraced the Lord and enjoy 
their time in church and LifeGroup. I know as they 
grow up, the Lord will look after them as He had with 
me. Every night, giving thanks to the Heavenly Father 
is an acknowledgement that whatever we have is due 
to Him and we are safe in His hands.

Natalie and Tristan being baptised on 
Easter Sunday
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Yvonne Loh
TESTIMONIES

My mother was a Taoist but my father was not a religious 
person. I was not raised to follow any religion.

I attended a Catholic secondary school and was exposed 
to the Christian faith. However I did not convert. I was 
just going with the flow of life and faith and religion 
were something I gave much thought to.

In the recent years, life has been joyful but stressful at 
the same time. God has blessed my husband and me with 
two adorable children. Like many families in Singapore, 
both of us are working. Being a mother with two young 
children is not easy and being a working mum made it 
even tougher. Then my father passed away suddenly a 
few years ago and my mother developed dementia. Being 
the only child, and with my husband's job requiring 
frequent travel, I had to look after both my mother and 
two children. This increased my stress greatly.

In the midst of the stress, our daughter started babbling 
happily at home about God and asking some spiritual 
questions due to the influence of her favorite teacher 
and friends from school. This was like a wakeup call 
for my husband and me as we had always been sitting 
squarely on the religion fence. We talked about this and 
felt that as parents, we had been ignoring this obviously 
important part of raising our children. We definitely 
needed to think hard on this.

By God's plan, our longtime friend from university, 
Jasmine invited us to attend the Alpha course in KKMC. 
I had wanted to know more about other people’s 
experience with God and how they relate to Him. I was 
really glad to have attended the Alpha course in July 

2015 and have benefited immensely from the sharing 
session from the participants in our small group. 

A very good friend also shared with me her testimony 
with God when she was fighting against cancer. My 
concept of trusting God began to grow and I began to 
accept Him into my life. We met Jennifer Chan during the 
course and she invited us to join her LifeGroup, which 
was made up of mainly families with young children. My 
husband and I feel very blessed to be in this LifeGroup 
as we have found the support in our walk with God and 
the encouragement as we nurture our children. 

We began attending the Sunday service at KKMC from 
the start of 2016 and our children enjoy their Sunday 
school class every week. Both of us can feel the big 
difference between not having God in our lives and now 
having a relationship with God. I prayed to God, asking 
for His guidance to deal with the multiple roles I needed 
to play in my life and God provided us solutions. By 
God’s grace everything is falling into place and things 
are really working out well now. Our helper can send and 
pick up the children without leaving my mother alone in 
the house for too long. I do not have to worry and be 
stressed up on those days that my husband needs to 
travel while I am still stuck in the office at a meeting.

I have found this saying true: "God always has something 
for you, a key for every problem, a light for every shadow, 
a relief for every sorrow & a plan for every tomorrow."

Y vonne preparing to be baptised by Ps Gabriel 
as Vincent encourages her
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