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May the God of hope 
fill you with all joy 
and peace as you trust 
in Him, so that you 
may overflow with 
hope by the power of 
the Holy Spirit.

Romans 15:13 (NIV)
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In June, two mission trips to Chiangmai in Thailand and Fuzhou in China were 
organised, with a number of team members as “first-timers”. 

What was exciting was that the teams firstly learnt to allow God to lead in what 
really needed to be done during the trip. For at times, the programmes that 
had been prayerfully planned for in Singapore just could not be carried out as 
prepared for or as scheduled.

The next thing we learnt was to “take changes in our stride” – something not 
always easy for “efficient” Singaporeans – and to focus more importantly on the 
people we were meeting and interacting with.

We also learnt to rely on God’s enabling of us when we were carrying out the 
various events.

Finally, we learnt to be mindful of, and caring for, fellow team members’ needs 
and concerns. For after all, building up one another in the team is just as 
important as the ministry to the people we meet.

As you read the articles on these two trips, may God inspire you, if you have not 
participated in one yet, to sign up for the upcoming mission trips in the second 
half of 2018! But if you cannot do so this year, then aim to do so in the years 
to come, remembering that the work of Mission is always on-going, until the 
Gospel is preached to the ends of the earth!

We pray that all of us will continue to love God, love others and make disciples! 
As we do so, it will definitely help all of us at KKMC to be “IN & INVOLVED” even 
more, especially, “across the seas” this year!

May the LORD bless and keep us as we continue to journey as His disciples in 
the rest of 2018!

Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew and Pastor Poh Zhi-Hui

 PASTORS’ MESSAGE 
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At the Heart  of a YouthFeatured 
Sermon At the Heart  of a Youth Preached by Pastor Poh Zhi-Hui 

on KKMC’s Youth Sunday     
24 June 2018

Luke 15:11-32

I wonder if we can identify with any of the experiences of this 
youth. And I wonder what you would think of this youth.

Such was his adolescent to early adult years, searching for 
a sense of security, purpose, acceptance and belonging. He 
was searching for his self-identity and a community.

At the heart of a youth is identity and community. That 
said, identity and community are actually at the heart of 
being a person – young or old.

Identity has to do with questions like:
- What am I?
- Who am I?
- Who will I become?
- What values do I live by?
- What is the purpose of my life?
- Where is my life headed towards?

Community has to do with questions like:
- Where can I develop close, committed relationships with 

others?

 FEATURED SERMON  

- Where am I accepted?
- Where do I belong?
- Where do I feel valued?
- Who do I want to be associated with?

At some point in our lives, we seek answers to these 
questions in some form if not in those words. Erik Erikson 
was a psychologist who developed one of the most popular 
and influential theories of a person’s psychological 
development. His work posits that the question of identity 
typically surfaces in a person’s teenage years; and the 
question of relationships or community surfaces in his 
early adult years. I am not an expert in psychological 
theories. But it is true in my own experience that at some 
point in my life, beginning in my pre or early teenage years, 
I began to be increasingly self-aware of a deep concern 
with who I am, and how others perceive me, and my 
relationships with them. I did not have the vocabulary to 
ask those questions in my younger years; but on hindsight, 
these concerns make sense of the way I behaved and the 
decisions I made in those years. And these concerns are 
not static. As I go through different seasons of life with 

There was a boy. One day in primary school, 
he 

received his C
hinese te

st r
esults 

– th
ey were th

e best 

results 
for Chinese th

at h
e had ever received. It

 was 

very close to Mother’s D
ay and he th

ought to
 himself, 

“I’ll
 wrap a present for Mum with

 this test paper. I 

think it 
will 

make her very happy!”

A few years later, he took his 
PSLE. He had done 

well in his prelim
s and he was very cool about the 

PSLE, and he was sure that he would get into the 

secondary sc
hool th

at h
e wanted - t

he sc
hool w

here 

most 
of his friends were going to. But afte

r he got 

his PSLE results,
 his parents 

transfe
rred him out of 

that school to another school. He was anxious and 

afraid. Thoughts 
of having to be in an unfamilia

r 

environment w
ith

 no one he knew th
ere sc

ared him. 

Thoughts o
f fa

ilin
g to meet h

is p
erceived expectatio

ns 

of th
e sc

hool st
resse

d him out. H
is f

irst f
ew weeks in

 

the school w
ere tough.

In school, h
e joined a CCA which he came to enjoy. O

n 

Saturdays, a
fte

r CCA, he always st
ayed back for sp

orts 

with
 his 

seniors. For his 
CCA’s fund-raisin

g exercise 

every year, his parents 
donated generously

. And he 

was th
e to

p fu
nd-raiser fo

r th
e CCA all h

is s
econdary 

school life
. He felt very good and very proud about 

it every year when it was announced. He was also
 

receiving a m
uch higher allowance th

an m
any of h

is 

peers a
t th

e tim
e and he fe

lt v
ery good to

 be able to
 

spend more freely th
an th

e people around him. H
e felt 

very good giving his f
riends tr

eats e
very now and th

en. 

There was a year when he tra
ined hard for a CCA 

competiti
on. Their t

eam had always been one of th
e best 

teams fo
r th

at competiti
on. But th

at year, t
he team was 

disq
ualifi

ed. And in his mind, they were disq
ualifi

ed 

unfairly
. He was distr

aught. And he refused to list
en 

to reason. The head of the CCA trie
d explaining the 

situ
ation to

 him, b
ut h

e re
fused to

 lis
ten. H

e even sa
w 

the head as a tra
itor and gutless 

to sta
nd up to the 

competiti
on organisers f

or w
hat w

as ri
ght.

When this b
oy went in

to JC, he encountered a Christi
an 

group outsid
e his church. And he began comparing 

his c
hurch to th

is C
hristi

an group and began th
inking 

that h
is c

hurch really needed to
 grow and be lik

e th
is 

group. He felt very str
ongly that his church needed 

to be awakened and receive a fresh to
uch of th

e Holy 

Spirit. 
He so

ught fo
r a sp

iritu
al revival fo

r his c
hurch. 

And he fe
lt v

ery str
ongly th

at o
ne of th

e th
ings th

at 

needed to happen was for his church to turn away 

from hymns a
nd get in

 to
uch with

 th
e newer and (in

 

his m
ind) m

ore sp
iritu

ally powerful so
ngs. “

Afte
rall,”

 

he th
ought, “

Jesus ta
lked about n

ew wine, didn’t h
e?” 

He also
 began to be active in the church hoping to 

make a diffe
rence. H

e became a sm
all g

roup le
ader 

in th
e youth ministr

y. H
e went to

 church prayer tim
es. 

When he entered NS, he was in a sta
y-out vocatio

n 

and he began organisin
g sm

all p
rayer m

eetin
gs w

ith
 

other young adults.
 He prayed for revival for his 

church. A
nd in his m

ind, revival h
ad a certain look. It

 

was o
nly m

any years la
ter th

at h
e had a truer visio

n 

of w
hat sp

iritu
al revival w

as.

3

 – KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH



FEATURED SERMON

changes in life stages and environment, receiving new 
information and experiences, the questions of identity and 
community are always revisited, and my answers are either 
reformed, refined or become more defined. And I thank 
God that our personal answers to the questions of identity 
and community can be reformed, refined or become more 
defined from the days of our youth even to the day when 
we breathe our last. 

If you did not already suspect, I was the boy described 
earlier. I did some wrong things in my youth. And even some 
of the right things I think I did were for reasons that were 
poor, immature, uninformed, misguided, or even wrong. I 
am standing before you today solely by the grace of God 
and the patience of many in KKMC who nurtured me (To 
name a few of them: Janice Teo, Yong Chee Yee, Bernice 
Gan, Elaine Wong and Dennis Leong). Not that I am perfect 
and mature in all that I think, say and do already. Far from 
it. But I stand here today because the God who I worship and 
serve, the God who calls me son, this God is the God who 
has saved me from a downward spiral to his upward path. 
Though I once preferred to go my own way and insist on my 
own thoughts of who I am, when I was at the end of myself 
and turned to God, God welcomed me back with open arms 
to embrace his way and his thoughts of who I am. And this 
God has promised that the good work that he has started 
in me, he will see it to completion.1 He will keep me on this 
upward path of knowing him and the life he has destined for 
me – the kind of life that I will want for eternity.

Some of us may still be wandering about, finding an 
identity that we can be secure about and a community that 
we can belong in. And some of us may have already found 
an identity and community.

Whichever the case you are in today, it is good that 
whatever is true in our answers to identity and community 
can become more defined – i.e. it becomes clearer and 
clearer to us and we grow in our confidence of it.

It is also good that the parts that contain some 
misconceptions can be refined – purified from errors that 
in moments of crises cause us to be uncertain and anxious 
about ourselves or our relationships.

And if those are good, it is great that our utterly wrong 
conclusions of our identity and community can be reformed 
– they can change utterly and we can reach new conclusions 
which are right.

As we listen to what the Holy Spirit is saying to us today 
through the preaching of God’s Word, may all that is true 
of our notions of our identity and community become more 
defined, and all that is marred be refined, and all that is 
false be reformed.

The history of the world begins with these words: “In the 
beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.”2 And 
the history of humankind begins with these words:

“ 26 Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness; ...’

  27 So God created humankind in his image,
 in the image of God he created them;
  male and female he created them.

Of all the marvellous and amazing things that God has 
created, humankind is the only creation described as being 
created “in the image and likeness of God.” 

But what does it mean to be made in the image and likeness 
of God? For today, let us zoom in on one aspect of what it 
means to be created in the image and likeness of God.

Genesis 1:26-27 is restated in 5:1: “When God created 
humankind, he made them in the likeness of God.” 2 verses 
down in 5:3, it writes of the first man, Adam:
“ 3  When Adam had lived for one hundred and thirty 

years, he became the father of a son in his likeness, 
according to his image, ...”

This very verse brings out for us an implication of the words 
“likeness” and “image”. These are words used to convey a 
relationship – specifically a parent-child relationship. And 
so when God said that he would create humankind in his 
likeness and image, among the many things that are implied, 
there is this great news that he created each one of us to be 
his sons and daughters. I have heard testimonies of people 
who have had parents tell them that they were mistakes or 
that their births were a shame to the family. But friends, you 
are created by God. And you are no accident. God created 
you and he created you purposely to be his son or daughter. 

And God says in Isaiah 49:15

Can a woman forget her nursing-child,
    or show no compassion for the child of her 
womb?
Even these may forget,
    yet I will not forget you.

Friends, you are a child of God. Even if your earthly parents 
have failed you and have not been good parents to you, 
God will not fail you, God will not forget you. You are a 
child of God.

And that is the underlying truth in Jesus’ parable that we 
have read earlier. 

Today, God wants to say to you: your primary identity is this 
– you are a much loved child of God, your Father in heaven. 

The father in the parable represents God – God who loves 
his children. The father not only loves the younger son, the 
father also loves the older son. It is often remembered only 
that the father ran to welcome his returning younger son. 
But we must notice that the father also went out to look for 
his older son and pleaded with him when he refused to enter 
the house. In both cases, the father knew what he was doing 
– he was throwing propriety to the wind and expressing his 
love for both his sons in the strongest possible way. In a 
culture of honour for the parent, it would have been right for 
the younger son to crawl back home to beg for forgiveness 
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FEATURED SERMON

after what he had done. But it would have been scandalous 
for the father to run to welcome back this scum. It would 
have been right for the older son to swallow whatever self-
righteous pride he had and respect his father by being 
present at the celebration in the first place. But it would have 
been scandalous for the father to go out and plead with his 
rude son to come in. Both sons dishonoured their father, 
both sons deserved their father’s disfavour, but both sons 
encountered theie father’s amazing love. 

Dear friends, it is in God that we will find our best and most 
secure identity. 

I once tried to secure my identity in my results and 
achievements, in money, in friends, and they all failed. In 
fact, these became thorns in my flesh because I could never 
have enough of them to be confident and I just kept striving 
for more. That was exhausting and stressful. It was when I 
realised God’s love and what it meant to be God’s son – just 
as I am – that I became more confident as a person. This is 
not only my experience, but that of many who are gathered 
here today.

Dear friends, whether you acknowledge it or not, God 
created you as his child whom he loves. You are a beloved 
daughter of God. You are a beloved son of God. Even if you 
have rejected God, even if you are lost from God, God has 
not stopped loving you. But unless you know God as your 
heavenly Father, how can you enjoy his blessings of love, 
joy and peace?

This reality is not far from you or anyone of us. I say this 
with confidence because you are here today and you are 
hearing this message from God’s Word. You are here today 
because God loves you and he has led you here. Remember, 
our notions of our identity do not need to be static. They can 
be reformed, refined or become more defined. 

The younger son initially did not want to be identified as 
his father’s son at all. In that culture, when a son asks his 
father for his inheritance before the father dies, it is as good 
as telling the father: “You go and die!” When he left home 
and he squandered everything he had in dissolute or wild 
living, he essentially could not care less about his father’s 
reputation and had no qualms about disgracing his family. 
He had a totally wrong notion of his identity and he made 
sure he lived that way. 

But then he had squandered all that he had and was forced 
to one of the most degrading kinds of life he could imagine. 
He came to himself, and his notion of his identity began to 
be reformed. He realised that it was better to go back to the 
father – but not as a son, rather as a hired worker. 

Some people know God and trust him. But we come to him 
on our own terms. We think, “the best that I can be is God’s 
worker; God will accept me and bless me only if I serve him 
in some way or do some good deeds.” The younger son got 
something right – he needs to return to the father. 

But his identity was also marred – he could only see himself 

as his father’s worker, not as his father’s son. A marred 
identity was not only the problem of the younger son, but 
also of the older one. He says of his relationship to his father 
in 15:29: “For all these years I have been working like a slave 
for you, and I have never disobeyed your command; yet 
you have never given me even a young goat so that I might 
celebrate with my friends.” He too saw himself as his father’s 
slave. His concern was to receive due payment and reward 
from a paymaster. How do we relate with God? Do we see 
him as someone that we transact with using our attendance 
in church, good deeds, or serving in some church ministry to 
get some reward or blessing from God? Where we have such 
marred notions of our identity, God enters and refines it.

The younger son returns home hoping that he would be 
received by his father as a hired worker, but he is met by a 
father who runs to him. And he is met with a reception that 
proclaims sonship – the embrace and kiss of a father. 

The older son thinks that he needed to slog it out for his 
father to gain a reward. And the father goes out to him and 
says to him, “Son, you are always with me, and all that is 
mine is yours.” In other words, “Son, you are my son, you 
have always been welcomed to enjoy everything I have.”

To both sons who had marred notions of their identities 
as sons of the father, the father comes and refines their 
understanding. 

They call him boss, but he calls them sons.

How do you see your relationship with God today?
Do you believe that there is a God who created the world 
but has essentially left the world to run on its own and is 
not bothered with us?
Do you see God as a taskmaster or blind judge who is simply 
there to whip us to abide by his terms of contract or laws?
Do you see God as a seller and ourselves as customers who 
transact with God? 
Do you see God as a kind of Santa Claus who exists only to 
fulfil our wishes in exchange for our good behaviour?
Today God says to you, you are my son; you are my 
daughter; I am your Father who loves you.

With his father’s embrace and kiss, the repentant younger 
son began to wonder, and the wonder turned to realisation: 
my father is receiving me as his son. He began to see his 
true identity as the father’s son. And a true identity became 
even more defined for him. He was not only his father’s 
son – his father would show him that he was his father’s 
much loved son. Not just an embrace and a kiss. The father 
ordered for this repentant son symbols of great favour and 
honour: the best robe, a ring, sandals and an extravagant 
feast complete with the fatted cow. 

Today, we eat beef like any ordinary food – in those days, 
meat was a luxury and a fatted cow was reserved only for 
the most important of occasions. Put in today’s context, we 
are not talking here of eating steak at Astons. We are here 
talking about eating steak at The Morton’s Steakhouse!
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I grew up in church and I knew the Christian lingo. Since I 
was a child, I knew the Lord’s Prayer and I called God my 
Father in heaven. 

But when I was 17, I met a group of Christians in school 
who gushed about the love of God in a way which was 
foreign to me. I began to question God and myself. I was 
unwilling to accept that my faith was false. But I sensed 
that it was deficient. I wrestled with God. I cried out to God, 
“God, I hear what these people are talking about you, but 
I have never known or experienced you or your love this 
way. Is something wrong with me? Am I loved by you? Am I 
a really a Christian?” 

And one day in my quiet time with God, I heard God say, 
“I love you. From the moment you prayed to accept Jesus 
in your life as a young boy, I have put you on a path to 
bring you closer to me. You may not have understood fully 
what you were praying then, but I took your prayer seriously 
because I love you.” It suddenly became clear to me how God 
had directed the events in all the years of my life to lead me 
to that point of realisation of his love for me. It was in that 
same season that I had a thirst to know God more. I went on 
a quest to read the whole Bible. I desired to worship God. I 
desired to serve God. And I desired to grow as a Christian. 
All these spurred on by a more defined understanding of 
God’s love for me. And if God can love even me, God must 
really love the whole world as he says so in his Word. 

Again, this is not my experience only, but that of many 
others gathered here today. And we continue to have our 
true identity more and more defined as we continue in our 
relationship and walk with God our heavenly Father and 
learning from our Saviour and brother, Jesus Christ.

So our identity can be reformed, refined and become more 
defined.

It is in knowing God that we will find our best and most 
secure identity.

It is in trusting and listening to God that we will realise that 
we are God’s beloved children – that is what we are, just as 
we are.

What of community then? If all of humankind are children 
of God, then my prayer is that everyone – young and old – 
will find the church to be the community where they can 
belong, where they feel accepted and valued, and where 
they can build close, committed relationships. Because the 
church is the family of God.3

It is the church where people must feel welcomed and 
valued as children of God. It is the church where people 
must experience most clearly the reality of God and his love 
for them. It must be the church where all young and old 
who are searching will have their true identity as children 
of God refined and become more defined. 

Jesus’ parable today confronts us as a church this question: 
Are we such a church?

And it confronts us with this exhortation: We can and must 
be such a church.

How do we be such a church?

Jesus tells us in his parable: be like the father and not the 
older son.

The traits of the father are love, humility, welcome and 
forgiveness.

The church must be the same.

We must welcome all who are searching for life and for 
God, even if they look, smell, talk or behave nothing like 
us. We must see that the very fact that they desire to come 
into the community of the church and listen to the Word of 
God is a sign of their unvoiced inner longings to find their 
Creator and return to their heavenly Father. 

The father did not embrace and kiss the younger son only 
after the younger son had worked for him for a period of time; 
it was when the younger son “was still far off” on the way back 
that the father ran to him and embraced him and kissed him. 

They may be people living in immorality, whether real or 
as perceived by us. They may be people who hold different 
views from us on various things. The background of their 
lives may be different from ours. They may be a long way 
from what we deem as spiritually mature Christians. But 
when they come to the church searching for life and for 
God, we must welcome sinners like them, because God has 
welcomed sinners like us. If there is to be any hope that 
their knowledge of God and their true identities as children 
of God be refined and become more defined, they must be 
able to find that hope in the church. If there is to be any 
hope that they will be able to leave their sinful past behind 
and grow and live as true children of God, they must be 
able to find that hope in the church. 

Because the church is the family of God. 

This being Youth Sunday, I must say that we who are past 
our youth must be such a church for our youth.

And this being Youth Sunday, I must say that those who are 
youth must be such a church for us who are past our youth. 

The different times we have lived in may have shaped 
our lives, outlook and the way we do things differently. 
Our preferred expressions of belief in God and songs of 
worship may be different. And sometimes, we may rub 
each other the wrong way. But we are the church together 
and we are seeking God together and we are all on the way 
of being refined and becoming more defined as children of 
God together. 

In a loving, humble, welcoming and forgiving community, 
we can build strong relationships with God and with one 
another and across the generations.

And together, we who claim that we know God and are the 
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family of God must be such a church to one another and 
to the world.

Jesus’ parable before us today is a parable of God’s love, 
humility, welcome and forgiveness. It is a parable of 
invitation to all to return to God and know him as Father. 
It is a parable of invitation to all to find the place God has 
reserved especially for them in his family – the community 
of God called the church.

At the heart of a youth is identity and community. At the 
heart of knowing ourselves as human – young or old – is 
identity and community. 

Our identity can be reformed, refined and become more 
defined.

It is in knowing God that we will find our best and most 
secure identity.

It is in trusting and listening to God that we will realise that we 
are God’s beloved children – that is what we are, just as we are.

May all find this to be true in this church, this family of 
God – this community where all searching for life and God 
may find God their heavenly Father, and receive his love, 
welcome and forgiveness.

- - - - - - -
1 Philippians 1:6
2 Genesis 1:1
3 Matthew 12:46-50 (and parallels); Romans 8:29; Galatians 1:2; 

Ephesians 2:19; 1 Timothy 3:15; Hebrews 2:11; 1 Peter 2:17, 4:17

Interview with  Judith Mosomos 
In the church sanctuary, the choir has just rendered a beautiful and inspiring choral anthem. 
The worshippers, brought into the presence of God by the Holy Spirit, are reflectively silent 
for a moment before bursting into applause in appreciation of the choir.

Standing in front of the choir, almost hidden by the cross on the altar table, a petite figure 
directs the ovation towards the choir. Yet this person, the choir director, is perhaps the one 
most responsible for the harmony of every choral rendition.

Judith Mosomos, who is the Director of Worship and Church Music at the Methodist School of 
Music (MSM), has been tirelessly conducting the Chancel Choir since July 2006. From the time 
Judith started getting involved with the worship and music ministry of KKMC, the church has 
been exposed to a wider variety of musical traditions, from melodies from Asia, Africa and Latin 
America to hymns, chants and contemporary songs.

Judith was awarded the Doctor of Worship Studies from the Robert E. Webber Institute for Worship 
Studies (IWS) on 17 Jun 2018. KK Focus catches up with Judith on this landmark achievement.

Congratulations, Judith, or rather, 
Dr Mosomos, on being awarded 
Doctor of Worship Studies. What did 
you have to do to earn the “Doctor 
of Worship Studies”? 
I started the program in June 2010. 
I travelled to Florida in the months 
of June and January. While at IWS, I 
attended lectures, engaged in class 
discussions and practicum worship 
services. Our readings, surveys and 
writing papers for each course work 
were done at home. My writing hit 
a snag when my mum passed away 
end of 2012 followed by the death 
of my dad nine months later. I work 
full-time also and I must admit it was 
tough for me.

What was your area of research / 
study? 
We were encouraged to work on 

something that is related to our 
ministry. I head the worship and music 
department at MSM. Therefore, I focused 
on worship practice and worship 
leadership and their implications on the 
worship life of the church.

Why did you choose to focus on this 
area of research / study? 
At MSM, I design training courses for 
worship and church music. I also craft 
liturgies for worship events and other 
celebrations. My inadequacies prompted 
me to choose this area of study.
 
What did you personally learn from 
this whole process?
Worship is an interesting subject. It 
is multifaceted. It involves theology, 
history, biblical studies, ethics, music, 
literature, arts and liturgy. How can 
all these be unpacked in a Sunday 

worship service? There is much to 
discuss. As we engage in worship, our 
relationship with God is deepened and 
our connection among ourselves as a 
faith community is strengthened. That 
is why there is always so much to learn 
and much more to discover in worship. 

What were some of the high and 
low points in the course of your 
studies?
The pastors, leaders, and the choir 
at KKMC were very supportive in this 
endeavour. So too, were my colleagues 
and the leadership at MSM. When my 
parents passed away, I had tremendous 
support from the church and the 
school. The time came when my thesis 
was due but remained unfinished. I 
had to re-do my thesis writing course. 
At times I doubted if I should pursue it 
or not. But with all the encouragement 

Rejoice in the Lord Always
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They were relieved and happy. God has 
been so generous and saw us through 
this. To Him and all who supported, my 
family joins me in saying “Thank you!”

What is coming up in KKMC in the 
area of worship and music?
We are excited about the Annual 
Hymn Festival on Sunday 26 August. 
For the first time, the theme – God’s 
Empowering Love – will be based 
in the Holy Week lectures presented  
earlier this year. The choir will be 
in Penang over the National Day 
weekend to share the Hymn Festival 
in Trinity Methodist Church (Penang) 
even before we do it here at KKMC. 
We are looking forward to the Hymn 
Festival being a blessing to all of us.

We rejoice with Judith too and 
continue to look forward to 
meaningful and lovely music from 
the choir. 

As we engage 
in worship, our 

relationship with 
God is deepened 

and our connection 
among ourselves as 
a faith community is 

strengthened.

Alpha Marriage Course
The Alpha Marriage Course (AMC) 
was held from 7 April – 26 May.

The eight couples returned 
again on 23 June 2018 for a 
graduation ceremony. At that 
ceremony, many shared how the 
AMC had help strengthened their 
marriages. Below are some of 
the testimonies shared.

This year, we could complete all eight marriage sessions and 
marriage time now is an important part of our lives…so it’s a 
habit – every Saturday 3 to 5pm is set aside as our marriage 
time. The Alpha Marriage Team more than touched us with 
their love, service and good food. They modelled for us love in 
action and inspired us to do likewise. May the AMC touch many 
more lives for the glory of Jesus Christ. – Joseph

Through the Course we learned that communication is important 
and we started communicating more. Before AMC, Kelvin and 
I knew there were problems but we did not really talk about it. 
The AMC forced us to do it through the guided sessions after 
the video so we discussed certain things…we know that we are 
communicating more nowadays than before… – Caroline

Other than setting aside time for us to spend 
as a couple with all the nice ambience, they 
had guided questions and there was just 
a bit of homework throughout the week 
where we were guided by certain questions 
that helped us dig a little deeper into each 
other’s habits, into each other’s feelings 
and sometimes recognising that we could 
be using the same words but it meant 
different things to us and the Course 
therefore gave us the opportunity to clarify 
our communication with each other… – Sandra

…all these years I’ve been doing a lot of 
housework…my love language is acts of service 
- cooking, washing were acts of love to him. I 
thought it was an expression of love but through 
this course I learned that his love language is 
different - it’s touch. So I learned that washing 
and cooking were not acts of love, for him. It’s 
actually “sayang” him… now he realises that his 
act of love towards me is doing housework; touch 
me no use… – Yoke Kheng

I think Alpha Marriage Course has been a great course and for couples who have not been 
through it, I’ll strongly encourage you to really consider it. Yew Tin and I are not an extraordinary 
couple. We’ve gone through all the difficulties that you’ve heard of. I’ll describe both of us as 
Rhinos – you know what that means – we fight over major issues and quarreled over very 
silly things. Luckily one of video says must have short memory, so I can tell you we quarreled 
over things but I can’t tell you what they are right now. – Oon Chye

I got, including from my mentor, 
professors, my sponsor, family and 
friends, I persevered. It was not easy at 
all. But by God’s grace, I finally finished. 

How do you hope your doctorate 
will help in your ministry?
In the process of acquiring this degree, 
I have widened my network, and 
resources. I learned new things related 
to worship and music. I will harness all 
these to help mould our worship and 
music to be livelier, more meaningful, 
responsive and relevant to us as a 
community of believers. 

What was your family's response to 
the successful completion of your 
studies? 
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We have been married for 7 years and before that we have been 
boyfriend girlfriend for 7 years…that’s quite a long time together, so we 
thought we knew each other already, but this wasn’t the case. Before 
we came for AMC, we actually had some marriage problems so we 
went for marriage counselling but it didn’t really help us. I’d like to thank 
God that He put the right people in my life along the way. Joseph told 
us about a wonderful Marriage Course which can guide us as couples to 
resolve issues together. After 7 years of marriage, My wife said that I 
wasn’t listening, but I was thinking, “cannot be la, I’m always listening - 
why you say I’m not listening?” So it was very useful when one of the 
lessons in the AMC was how to listen effectively. I’m still trying to practice 
that because sometimes she still complains I’m not listening. So that was 
one of the tools we learned from Alpha Marriage Course. – Andy

One of the most impactful sessions was the one on resolving conflicts 
(under the session on the power of forgiveness)…I appreciated the way in 
which AMC was conducted because it allowed us to discuss many things 
that are personal in our lives in a non-threatening environment. It’s just 
Yoke Kheng and myself discussing our challenges. This particular session 
helped us to understand that Jesus dying on the cross was the ultimate 
act of forgiveness. That if He was willing to forgive us then what more 
us for our own spouses whom we have chosen to dedicate our lives to. 
The course is a good way to remind ourselves each time about each 
other’s love language like taking the initiative to hold hands – like when 
we were young and studying in varsity, we were known as the Holding-
Hands Couple. So over the years I tend to forget and seldom do it so it’s a 
good reminder to actually start. – Dennis

When a man is wrong and he apologises, he’s honest; when a man 
is not sure if he’s right or wrong, and he apologises, he’s wise; when 
a man knows he’s right, and he apologises, he’s the husband! On a 
serious note, our marriage went through many ups and downs often 
due to communication problems. We learn from the AMC our different 
basic character in handling conflict. I am a Rhino while my wife is 
a Hedgehog. A rhino will charge its way through a conflict while a 
hedgehog withdraws. Recently, our son started to rear fighting fishes. 
When 2 fighting fishes meet, both fishes will flare up and each display 
their magnificent colours. I thought if both of us can be like fighting 
fishes, perhaps we can bring out our best display and to admire each 
other’s beauty. – Tee Chong

All that he said was what I wanted to say, but 
a few things in the course that I would encourage 
you all to do is Marriage Time. I think everybody 
is talking about Marriage Time because we really 
need to protect it and really need to make it work 
and that’s the time we can have a little bit of 
fun and also some discussion. Another thing I’d like 
to talk about is appreciation. I think in the course 
we have an exercise to say what we appreciate. 
Most of the time we won’t tell (our spouse) we 
appreciate them but I think that will help us and 
prevent us from taking things for granted and 
also, one more thing is we accept what the person 
he is…(like we’re both Rhinos) so we just accept 
and just move on and most of all we have to 
thank God because God gave us a chance to be 
together and we are all work-in-progress. – Yew Tin

Alpha Marriage Course Graduation Service. 
L-R : Jay and Michelle with son Kai En, Andy and Poh Ling with son Cayleb, 
Caroline and Kelvin, Tee Chong and Chiu Fong, Yew Tin and Oon Chye, 
Joseph and Sandra, Shirley and Allan, Dennis and Yoke Kheng.
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Youth Ministry Sunday 

One of my favorite Chinese idioms is 活到老学到老。Even though my husband and I have been 
married for 34 years, I have learnt so much in the AMC. In the exercise on Taking Stock of Your 
Marriage, I was surprised to find out that there were a number of questions which I have rated 
myself as “always true“ while my husband rated those same questions as “never true”. It  dawned 
on me that what I perceived that I have done well, was never so to him. From a very young age, 
I worked in my parents’ shop making shoes. As a child I was told to work hard and fast as the 
money earned by my parents from the sales of the shoes would go towards my school fees. My 
world was very activities-centered with not much love actions expressed. On the other hand, my 
hubby was brought up in a family that was full of physical affection. Our love languages were just 
so different. Of course I was the happy one in the marriage relationship as I received a lot of physical 
affection. My poor husband on the other hand was less happy in the relationship as my acts of 
various activities was NOT his love language. I have learnt much through this course and there are lots 
to put into practice. – Chiu Fong

24 Jun 2018

On Youth Sunday, three parents shared how the Youth Ministry of 
Kampong Kapor Methodist Church (KKMC) has made a difference 
in the lives of their children.

Good morning, everyone. I’m Carolyn and I have two 
teenagers. My older boy, Dylan, turns 17 this year; my 
younger boy, Conrad, is 13. 

In KKMC, the children’s first experiences with the 
Youth were when they were in Primary Six, during the 
preparation for their mission trip to Lahu. The twelve-
year-olds learn and practise life skills and Christian 
living not only through their teachers but by observing 
the Youth 2s who go along the trip as peer mentors. 

When they join the Youth Ministry LifeGroups, there 
are abundant opportunities for them to be in and 
involved about the church, along the streets and 
across the seas. There are events with youth from 
other TRAC churches and the Boys’ and Girls’ Brigade 
members; year-end camps and Easter overnight stays; 
and community blessing efforts and mission trips with 
other young adults. They get to serve in the church 
through various roles in worship, prayer, ushering, 
Joy Stall duties and outreach. All these enable them 
to grow in their Christian faith, and also be mutually 
encouraged by the faith of their peers and mentors. 

I would like to share with you a time when I was 
particularly grateful for this ministry. It was 2016 and 
Dylan was 15. My father had passed away in May, 
joining my mother in heaven. In October that same 
year, my husband was diagnosed with cancer – the 
same illness that had taken both my parents. When my 
husband and I broke the news of the diagnosis to the 
boys, Dylan’s question was to the point: “Which stage 
is it?” The honest answer we had to give them was that 
it was Stage 4.

Dylan immediately shared the news with his youth 
LifeGroup, and they responded with words of 
encouragement and prayers. As the weeks passed, this 
support grew with other youth members and leaders 
who had previously worked with him and knew him.  

The following year was Dylan’s GCE ‘O‘ Level year. 
Conrad would also take his PSLE. When my husband’s 

condition took a turn for the worse in February 2017, 
he perpetually needed me by his side. I also spent 
increasing numbers of hours interacting with hospital 
staff, and concerned family members, friends and 
colleagues. And there were so many of them. It was 
an emotionally and mentally draining time for me. I 
could not afford enough time with my sons to have 
conversations about life and death, never mind how 
they were doing in school. Even then, I found it very 
difficult to explain to my sons why this was happening, 
what the Scriptures said, and how we should act. 

During this time, God prompted me to let go of the 
worries for my boys: the church would take care of 
their emotional, mental and spiritual needs. God also 
gave me a clear vision of what the Holy Spirit and 
heavenly angels could do. Let me tell you – first of all, 
God’s army of angels is humongous. Secondly, they 
do not have large white wings, but they reside within 
those who have chosen to follow and serve the Lord. 
Thirdly, He lines his angels up to perform His work 
with impeccable timing. 

When my husband passed away in March, the presence 
and support of the Youth Ministry was a great comfort. 
My boys were indeed touched by the love from many 
brothers and sisters in church. For me, I could not 
have felt more secure, seeing how He had sent His 
army of angels to envelope us in His love.

It’s now been over a year since my husband’s 
passing. Dylan and Conrad continue to stand firm in 
the Christian faith, and to be in and involved in the 
church. I am grateful to see their faith growing and 
the fellowship with others deepening.  

Praise God for the 
mighty work that 
goes on in the KKMC 
Youth Ministry. Amen.

Carolyn Tan
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I have 2 lovely children - my son Kah Yong is in Youth 
6 while my daughter Xin Hui is currently in Youth 2. 
 
Preparing for this sharing gave our family the 
opportunity to learn about and remember their 
journey with God through Youth Ministry. 

Both my children have had the privilege of attending 
Sunday school since they were young, and along the 
way they enjoyed the fellowship with their classmates. 
It is easier for them to share their problems since they 
could relate to each other. In fact, they would be more 
comfortable sharing about some topics with their 
youth leaders than with parents.
 
I have to commend the youth leaders who have taken 
great effort to help their learning through activities 
and organised outings, which supplement the more 
structured bible study. They do this despite having 
their own commitment either from work or study. 
 
I asked both my children what were the most 
memorable moments for them. Both shouted that it 
was the Youth Camp. Indeed, we can see that they 
were always so filled with the Holy Spirit when they 
returned from the camp. Instead of the usual answer 
we get from other events like, “it's fine”, they kept 
sharing about their time of bonding with friends, 
seminars and the presence of the Holy Spirit. Helping 
to organise the youth camp also gave Kah Yong a 

sense of responsibility, brought his class closer 
together and deepened their spiritual walk with God.
 
Several years back, at a seminar on nurturing our 
children, Pastor Kenneth asked whether character or 
competency should take priority. As parents we know 
that with character, competency will come naturally. 
However, the challenges that I faced with our growing 
teenagers are very much centred on their academics, 
health, and other social aspects. When we finally 
gather at night, most of us are quite exhausted and 
do not spend as much  time to study God’s word as we 
should. I know we can never outsource parenting, but 
in this regard, it’s a blessing that the Youth Ministry 
has helped to complement us parents on their walk 
with God and in building up their character.

I would like to pray that 
more youths will come to 
experience this gift of love 
through Youth Ministry, and 
that more parents continue 
to encourage their children 
to join Youth Ministry.

Happy Youth Sunday and 
God Bless!

Roger Ong

Good morning, everyone. I’m glad to be given this 
opportunity to share some thoughts about my 
children in the Youth Ministry. I’m a mother of four 
– three boys and a girl. They’re 11, 14, 15 and 16 
years old. Many parents shared that this is the age 
where the kids are rebellious, challenging, defiant, 
in their own world and of course, demand for their 
own identity.  I admit that I braced myself to be ready 
when that happens.

Some of you might recall the reason I came to KKMC 
and eventually, received Christ. It was because I 
experienced a “challenging” period with my eldest 
boy – Hongxi, then a P5 boy in 2013. That was the 
year when he transferred to a new school and was 
starting to feel the pressure from PSLE building up. 
Communication broke down as we faced an angry 
pre-teen who, in many ways, felt that he could handle 
everything himself and shut his door to us. When I 
first brought him to KKMC, he adamantly warned 
“Don’t you ever ask me to become a Christian!”

Fast forward to 2018. Today, he has received Christ 
and is now an active member in the Youth Ministry. 
Together with him, are my two other boys, Seth 

and Jared, here with us today, playing the piano 
and guitar respectively. We witnessed the change in 
Hongxi and throughout these years in KKMC, he had 
gone on various mission trips and helped to organise 
church activities and events. Best of all, he invited his 
schoolmates and teammates to join him in church 
and some of them have also become active members 
in the church.

I would also like to mention about the unexplainable 
change in my second boy, Seth. He has attended 
church and DiscipleKids (DK) classes since the day 
our family started coming to KKMC. If you had asked 
him why he came to church, he would have told you 
“because Mom said so.” Although he made friends 
and bonded with his church mates, coming to church 
was just part of a routine. You can imagine my 
surprise last year when he suddenly told me to get 
him a good guitar so that he could play it during the 
Lahu trip. We were really sceptical as he had never 
played a guitar and after all, he was never interested 
in church activities. After much consideration, we 
finally decided to get him one and prayed that it 
would not end up as one of the items collecting dust 
at home. He practised hard every night, sacrificing 
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This has been an exciting year 
for the Youth Ministry. For a long 
time, we have had small victories, 
little steps towards becoming the 
ministry that we have envisioned. 
But this year, I happen to be taking 
over the ministry at a time when 
we are starting to see God move in 
new and very exciting ways. For the 
past year, we have had some really 
exciting developments in the Youth 
Ministry that I would like to share 
with you, starting from our Youth 
Camp, which took place at the end 
of last year.

We saw God move among our 
youths in that camp, and it was 
really amazing. During ministry 
time on the last night, many of 
our youths responded to the altar 
call and requested for the leaders 
to pray with them. Hands were in 
the air and tears were flowing. The 

Susan Tay

Youth Sunday Worship Team
Back row: Joann, Seth, Davin, Nicole, Jon, Fredrick (photographer)
Front row: Jared, Luke, Keynes, Joycelyn 

computer play time to get himself ready for the trip 
just weeks away.  

On his return, we thought that was the end of his 
guitar playing days. We were wrong. More surprises 
came when he diligently practiced his guitar, telling us 
that he was helping with DK worship. Now, he comes 
to church a couple of evenings every week with the 
team from the Youth Ministry to practise as a band and 
today, he is here with the youths to lead us for worship.

My third boy, Jared, has always been my pillar in 
pursuing the Christian faith. He always shared Bible 
verses that he learnt in DK classes when he was 
younger and came along with me after school for 
Bible Study Fellowship when I started to attend the 
classes. If there were church activities such as prayer 
sessions, he would encourage me to participate.  
One of the missions he has set for himself now is 
to convince me to do a family trip to Lahu with the 
church at the end of the year!

As parents, we honestly do not know what happened 
or what they do in the Youth Ministry. What we do 
know is that God came into their lives in different 
ways and at different times. He worked on them, 
through the love and support from the KKMC family, 
especially the Youth Ministry, to build up their 
characters, values and most importantly, grow their 

faith in Christ. We thank God for all the blessings 
showered upon our children and the youths here in 
KKMC. We hope that these young people will continue 
to contribute and serve the church, trusting God in 
whatever they do.

Finally, I would like to end this sharing with a verse from 
the book of Matthew – Matthew 19:14 - Jesus said, “Let 
the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these.”

We are glad that we trusted God with our children 
when they were young and would like to take this 
opportunity to thank all the wonderful people – 
teachers, youth leaders, church leaders, parents, 
family and friends and many more others whom we 
know or may not know. You have left footprints in 
my children’s lives and helped them grow to be what 
they are today. Thanks for all the love, guidance, 
companionship and support you have given selflessly. 
It really takes a village to raise a child and my children 
are very fortunate to have you to walk with them in 
their growing years.

Thank you and God bless.
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YOUTH MINISTRY / WOMEN'S SOCIETY OF CHRISTIAN SERVICE

Women's Society of Christian Service ( WSCS)  SUNDAY

Pastor, and I’ve even heard it from our friends who 
are currently worshipping in other churches. But all 
these activities have a greater purpose behind them – 
to build a community of faith that glorifies and enjoys 
God together.

At the heart of the Youth Ministry is the church 
of tomorrow. This has to be achieved through 
discipleship of our youths to be grounded in the 
Word, to taste and see that the Lord is good, to be 
bicultural dual citizens of this earth and the Kingdom 
of God, to navigate the complexities of this world 
with a Kingdom perspective and a Kingdom objective, 
to be obedient to the commands and call of God in 
the different seasons of their lives. If this sounds like 
it is not an easy task, it is because it is not. It takes a 
village to raise a child, and it takes an entire church 
to raise a youth to be countercultural and walk in the 
ways of God. 

We are on a very exciting journey, but we are only 
at the beginning. We have a long way ahead of us, 
and we appreciate your prayers and support for the 
youths as well as the leaders.

Kegan Ang

Maureen Tan

singing of praises to God was raw and incredibly loud. 
For some of our youths, this ministry time stretched 
past the night session into supper time and beyond, 
talking through the things that they heard that 
night with their lifegroup leaders. I am very proud 
of both our youths and leaders for that glimpse of 
discipleship we saw that night.

We have also been doing a bunch of other new and 
exciting things this year. We had a lohei fellowship in 
February. We had our first night of extended worship, 
which we call Open Hearts. This was followed by 
lots of pizza graciously provided by Daryn Ho who 
decided to buy us supper since he had to be overseas 
for training that night. We had our usual Easter Stay-
over that night as well, before the Easter Sunrise 
Service the next morning. Earlier this month, we also 
went for Fusion, which is a worship service for all 
Youth Ministries under TRAC. And we just had our 
second Open Hearts.

This has really been 
a season of change 
and growth in the 
Youth Ministry. 
I’ve heard it from 
our own leaders, 
I’ve heard it from 

27 May 2018 was not any ordinary 
Sunday, but a Sunday that testified to 
the faithfulness and commitment of 
our Kampong Kapor Methodist Church 
(KKMC) WSCS ladies. It was WSCS 
Sunday – a day when women from the 
various Methodist churches celebrate 
the fulfilment of all  WSCS plans in the 
year, including evangelical outreach 
and overseas missions trips.

The KKMC WSCS ladies wore blouses 
in shades of red to celebrate a 
ministry that helps to transform 
lives through the revelation of 
God's truths.

One of the highlights of the service 
was the beautiful rendition of the 
"Wind Song" by the KKMC WSCS 
Exco ladies, made possible with the 
faithful support of the Celestial Choir 
at the 8 am service, and the Chancel 
Choir at the 9:30 am service. 

TRAC WSCS President, Mrs Choo Lai 

Eng, and her daughter, Joy, graced the 
special service with their presence.

To commemorate this special 
occasion, all KKMC ladies  received a 
towel with the words “Building Truths 
into our Lives” embroidered on it — 
a perfect reminder that God's truths 
will transform our lives, set us free 
from the bondage of sin, help us 
develop a heart for evangelism and 
help the needy. For indeed, Proverbs 
31:20 says, “She extends a helping 

hand to the poor and opens her arms 
to the needy."

I was really very happy and relieved 
that all our preparations for this 
special occasion went so smoothly, 
and I thank  the Lord for His never-
ending flow of goodness.

We are grateful to Rev  Kenneth 
Huang for his support and also to the 
church staff for the logistics.

WSCS ladies singing the offertory "The Wind Song"
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WSCS and KK Kindergarten Embossing Candle Workshop 

Start  Small Dream Big 2018 
Hand In Hand We Serve

KK Kindergarten 

The workshop was organised by the 
KK Kindergarten Parents’ Support 
Group and the WSCS on 21 April 
2018. Parents of the KK Kindergarten 
students joined members of KKMC 
and WSCS for a fun and relaxing 
time of embossing candles. I did not 
know that with simple materials like 
a tealight candle, small pillar candle, 
paper napkin and hair dryer, we can 
create such beautiful gifts.

Of course some skills are needed. 
It was slightly challenging cutting 
the picture from the napkin and 
embossing it onto the candle. But 
what a sense of achievement I felt 
when I succeeded. Pauline Hoo

Public speaking is not my forte; it is nerve wrecking and something out of 
my comfort zone. However, I had to present the WSCS President's report on 
27 May at the 11.30 am service. Thankfully, the script and slides had been 
thoughtfully prepared by Mdm Lau Kan How and Mr Chiang Ming Cherng. All I 
had to do was to read the script out loud! 

I was also thankful that Mr Ivan Ho graciously helped with advancing the 
slides during my presentation.

As I prayed for God to help me calm my nerves, His words 'Be Still' came to my 
mind. I praise God for enabling me to complete my presentation without any 
hiccups! To God be the glory! Rachel Tan

WSCS Exco with the speaker Rev Irene Thung

Being highly unartistic and ‘uncrafty’, I attended the Candle Embossing 
workshop with slight trepidation. So when I rolled up to the workshop with my 
daughter, I was pleasantly surprised to find it pretty easy to create, and better 
yet, no fancy paraphernalia was required. 

What one needs is:
• a tealight candle
• small pillar candle
• a tablespoon 
• a hairdryer 
• a large candle which you want to emboss 
• napkins with pretty designs on them (preferably not with tiny intricate 

designs, so you won’t need to cut around the complicated parts)

I enjoyed it tremendously because it did not require much creative juices and I was 
quite pleased with the end product which, alas, could no hold a candle to the truly 
artistic designs of other participants, including my daughter’s. Great workshop!

Lesley Ow Yong

Joanna Clariz C Espiritu (K2 Teacher) and Susan Lee (K1 Teacher)

“Start Small Dream Big” (SSDB) is an  annual initiative of 
the Early Childhood Development Agency to encourage 
pre-school children to give back to society. The theme 
for this year is “Caring for Others Together”. The hope is 
to inspire young ones to contribute towards building a 
culture of care, consideration and contribution, through 
simple everyday acts of care and kindness.

KK Kindergarten participated for the second year running 
in the Start Small Dream Big challenge. This year we 
decided to involve the neighbourhood and the church 
in our project. We localised and adapted the theme and 
called our project  “Hand In Hand We Serve”.  

All the children played a role in the SSDB virtual launch on 
6 April 2018. They performed a dance exercise and we 
shot a short video, which can be viewed at:
http://startsmalldreambig.sg/p/
startsmalldreambig/stories/hand-in-hand-
we-serve-1849

Or scan the QR code on the right:

Stepping Out of Comfort Zone and Serving by God's Grace
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Tamil Ministry Vacation Bible School
Jesus said, ‘Let the little children 
come to me, and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of heaven belongs 
to such as these.’ - Matthew 19:14

The basic principles of Christianity for 
me can be summed up as: “Accept and 
believe; follow and grow; and introduce 
Christ to the known and unknown”. 

Introducing Christ is one of our 
important duties as Christians. It is, 
therefore, an honour to be able to 
introduce Christ and the Bible to young 
minds. Young children are like empty 
CDs waiting for information to be 
written on, and what an honour it is to 
imprint Jesus into their hearts.

In addition to our Sunday school 
ministry, KKMC Tamil Ministry also 

Our kindergarten collaborated with our church in the 
neighbourhood of Rowell Court for this year’s project. In 
the Breakfast with Love programme, the children helped 
to provide breakfast and goodie bags for the elderly in 
our community. The students’ parents donated food and 
beverage items, such as coffee, tea and cream crackers.

Our teachers helped design and produce paper bags for 
this project. Each bag had beautiful scenes and pictures 
drawn on them by our K1 and K2 students. They also 
wrote words of encouragement for the recipients, such as 
“Thank you and be happy”. The pre-nursery and nursery 
children pasted cut-out shapes and stickers on them.

The children were also excited to be involved in packing 
the food items donated by their parents.

19 May 2018 was indeed a special Saturday morning for 
everyone involved. The parents came to support their 
children, who were performing for the elderly. Guest-of-
honour Denise Phua, MP for Jalan Besar GRC, was present 

too. The children enjoyed handing out the goodie bags to 
the residents participating in the event. 

The project helped to teach our children about the spirit 
of giving and they learnt how even small things can create 
a big impact in the neighbourhood. It is important for us 
all to Start Small but Dream Big!

Sudhakar

organises Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
during the June school holidays. This 
year, the VBS was led by Mrs Malathi 
and held from 4-9 June. On Sunday, 
10 June, there was a special VBS 
programme incorporated into the 
Tamil Ministry Sunday worship service.
The theme for VBS this year was 
“Searching the Visible and Discovering 
the Invisible”, based on Colossians 
5:16. Beyond our expectations, the 
Lord blessed the ministry with 35 

children, the most we have had so far.

Helping to run the VBS were many 
of our members who served in the 
areas of teaching, child-minding, food 
preparation, cleaning and many other 
support roles. There were also those 
who gave financial support.  My prayers 
to the Lord is for His continuous 
blessing on this ministry.
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 SENIORS' CORNER

Seniors' Corner : First Anniversary 
I will be your God throughout your lifetime — 

until your hair is white with age.
I made you, and I will care for you.
I will carry you along and save you.

Isaiah 46:4 New Living Translation (NLT)

Growing old is a gift from God. We are meant to enjoy, 
not resent our later years. Nobody needs to be lonely! 

With this conviction, KKMC’s Seniors' Corner was 
launched on 7 July 2017, meeting every Friday at The 
Unfailing Light building.

Seniors' Corner was birthed at KKMC’s Community 
Blessing Events (CBE). During our visits, we observed that 
there were many senior residents. In our interactions 
with them, we sensed that they would be open to having 
a place to meet, fellowship and just hang out.

With God’s guidance, the Seniors' Corner started with 
ten participants. Word got around, and enthusiastic 
participants brought along other friends as well as 
neighbors. There were 14 participants the following 
week, and on the 3rd week, 21 residents! Today, weekly 
attendance has grown to an average of forty plus, with 
more than 50 names on the roll.

As a KKMC befriender, it has been truly heartwarming to 
see ‘shy’ and ‘lonely’ seniors, break out in smiles and 
laughter, as they come together to chat, share breakfast, 
do light exercises, play bingo, games, listen to talks and 
go out on field trips. Strangers find companionship and 
solace in meeting with each other.  

In fast paced Singapore, it is easy not to notice the 
people around us that are lonely and hurting. Taking 
the time to reach out through a local ministry like the 
Seniors' Corner – our thoughts, words and attitude can 
make a positive impact in our community. All it takes 
is the initiative to smile at strangers, starting with our 
immediate neighbours. 

At the Seniors' Corner, we hope to create a safe place 
that provides a sense of peace, of belonging, and of 
welcome. A place where our guards can come down to 
the point where we engage with one another in all of our 
diversity,  and with a Creator who loves us. 

When we stay focused on sharing Christ and loving 
people, God will continually provide the things we need to 
do good and help others. We don't have to worry, because 
He will take care of us. ‘Now He who provides seed for the 
sower and bread for food will provide and multiply your 
seed for sowing that is, your resources and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness which shows itself in active 
goodness, kindness, and love’. – (2 Corinthians 9:10 AMP)

Jesus always took the time to help people and reminds 
us to do likewise. 

One day an expert in religious law stood up to test 
Jesus by asking him this question: "Teacher, 
what should I do to inherit eternal life?"
Jesus replied, "What does the law of Moses say? 
How do you read it?"
The man answered, "'You must love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, all your soul, all 
your strength, and all your mind.' And, 'Love your 
neighbor as yourself.'"
"Right!" Jesus told him. "Do this and you will live!" 

(Luke 10:25-28 NLT)

Let’s encourage each other to “DO THIS”. The Seniors' 
Corner is a wonderful opportunity to show love to our 
neighbours. As we celebrate our first anniversary,  we 
welcome you to join the KKMC Befriender’s team at 
Seniors' Corner.

Stephen Fong

Cutting the Seniors' Corner 1st 
Anniversary cake
L-R : Roland Tan (Chairman, 
Outreach and Social Concerns 
Committee and Lay Leader), Ps 
Kenneth Huang and Alan Soon 
(Chairman, Seniors' Ministry)

Visit to All Saints Home

Chinese New Year Celebrations

Making Moon Cakes 

Morning exercise every Friday

Seniors' Corner
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Friend…of the Friendless

Common Senses for Common Spaces
Interfaith Dialogue Series

Mr Y ing serving food

Rosita ministering 
with her gift of 
music and song

Sharing by Ms 
Liew Fong Lin 
from AIDSLink 
International

Common Senses for Common Spaces 
(CSCS) is a nationwide programme 
jointly driven by all five Community 
Development Councils island-wide. 
Thematic dialogues on faith practices 
allow the community to engage in and 
have the chance to ask anything about 
the faith, while doing so in a safe space.

The CSCS ‘Sources & Secrets of 
Fasting’ Interfaith Exchange and Buka 
Puasa on 9 June 2018 coincided with 
the Muslim holy month of Ramadan. 
Four youthful professionals – Ms Teh 
Yi Ying (Christian & Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church (KKMC) member), 
Ustaz Fathurrahman Dawoed (Muslim), 
Dr Neo Han Yee (Buddhist) and 
Ms Thilaga Govendasamy (Hindu), 
along with the multi-faith audience, 
shared their respective faiths’ tenets, 
traditions and benefits of fasting.

The event was hosted and moderated 
by Senior Minister of State for Defence 
& Foreign Affairs Dr Maliki Osman who 
is also the Mayor for South East district. 
Ambassadors and diplomats from 
seven countries, including Executive 
Deputy Chairman of S. Rajaratnam 

When we have the godly value of love, 
we will not discriminate other people.

Rev Kenneth Huang

Stephen Fong

Gabriel Liew

The Committee of Outreach and Social 
Concerns organised a visit to the 
residents living with HIV/AIDS at the 
Catholic AIDS Response Effort (CARE) on 
27 June 2018. We started our gathering 
with Ms Rosita Ng playing the piano and 
leading in singing. Then, we presented 
the residents with some NTUC vouchers 
and shared a meal with them. 

Mr Ying Yoke Kong (86) said, “Our 
brothers at CARE this year were 
unusually responsive and happy in 
singing songs in English, Mandarin, 
Cantonese and Hokkien. They were 
inspired by our musician, Rosita, who 
led them with her magical touch on 
the piano. They enjoyed the singing so 
much that they just kept on singing!”

Rosita wrote, “I was heartened by the 
warm welcome. God was so good. 

God took away my prejudices and 
biases, and we were like friends 
singing spiritual and evergreen songs. 
I hope they enjoyed my rendition of 
‘Bridge Over Troubled Waters’ and 
‘You Raise Me Up’. I spoke with Ali 
who had had a stroke, but his spirit 
was calm. I thank God for the peace in 
his heart.”

It is most biblical to care for the 
outcasts. We are not only to be 
hearers of the Word, but also doers 
of the Word. Jesus was a friend of 
sinners and He was not embarrassed 
to be associated with them.   

As the hymn “I Would Be True” 
exhort us, let the faith community of 
Kampong Kapor Methodist Church be 
a “friend … of the friendless”.

School of International Studies and 
Ambassador-at-Large Ong Keng 
Yong; interfaith leaders and activists; 
senior civil servants and private sector 
professionals; and academicians and 
students participated actively in the 
interfaith forum.

Evaluating the volatile regional 
and vulnerable local security 
environments, Dr Maliki emphasised 
the importance of continued interfaith 
engagement for social cohesion 
and resilience: “… we simply cannot 
afford to be nonchalant or slack, and 
we need to be constantly conscious 
and consistently creating constructive 
and collaborative programmes to 
boost our communities’ social and 
psychological defences.”

It was a delight watching young 
Singaporeans with different ethnic 
and religious backgrounds come 
together to share how and why 
they fasted, and how their beliefs 
motivated their fasting practices.

Our KKMC member Teh Yi Ying 
shared that fasting is a spiritual 

discipline in the Christian faith. 
Fasting reminds Christians of our 
dependency on the Creator and helps 
to re-order our desires away from 
other preoccupations towards God. 
Quoting Scott McKnight, she said, 
“Fasting is a person’s whole-body 
natural response to life’s sacred 
moments.” Christians traditionally 
fast during Lent – a season of forty 
days beginning on Ash Wednesday 
and ending before Easter Sunday. 

In Christianity, Yi Ying observed that 
there is less prescription on the dos 
and don’ts of fasting. Thus, beyond 
food and drink, many Christians 
have found creative ways to fast 
while honouring the essence of this 
ancient practice. During Lent this 
year, the Church of England urged its 
congregations to give up single-use 
plastics, to abstain from convenience 
and care for God’s creation instead. 
Having fasted from social media for 
Lent one year, Yi Ying shared that 
it allowed her to become less self-
centred, and more attentive to God’s 
ongoing work in the everyday. Instead 
of reaching for her phone first thing 
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Sherwin LeeThe Sound of Easter 

in the morning, she used that time to 
read the Word and to pray.

Yi Ying said that she had polled 
a few Christians on their views 
towards fasting and found that many 
Christians admired their Muslims 
friends for their dedication to fasting 
and the strong communal element 
that accompanied the practice. 
She wondered aloud whether 
Christians could deepen our fasting 

practices and learn from our Muslim 
neighbours in the process. 

More importantly, the CSCS event 
allowed these young Christians, 
Muslims, Buddhists and Hindus to 
share the different viewpoints and 
reasons for fasting, to build a closer 
understanding amongst the religions 
and find common practices that we 
share with each other in the One 
Singapore community.

The panel (from left to right): Ustaz 
Fathurrahman Dawoed, Ms Teh Yi Ying, Dr 
Maliki Osman, Dr Neo Han Yee, Ms Thilaga 
Govendasamy

Team Photo for The Sound of Easter 2018. Sherwin is 4th form left in the 
back row.

Sketch Artist briefing team on public outreach event

During the Easter week from the 23 March to 2 April 2018, 
I embarked on a music outreach programme titled The 
Sound of Easter organized by Operation Mobilisation (OM), 
Austria. The purpose of the trip was to share the gospel 
through music and words with people in Vienna.

The mission trip was a great experience to be immersed in the 
Viennese culture. Despite it having a traditionally rich Catholic 
culture, the rise of post-modernism and influx of migrants 
has caused people to syncretize other religious beliefs with 
their Catholic background. Therefore people do not have an 
understanding of the saving knowledge of Christ evident in 
the gospel. We decided to serve the local community through 
music as it is an integral part of their culture. 

My team consisted of more than 20 people across 8 
countries: Albania, Austria, Canada, Finland, Germany, 
Singapore, UK, and USA. The outreach programme 
consisted of 4 components: (1) Trainings and Rehearsals 
(2) Public Outreach at St. Stephen’s Cathedral and Vienna 
Floridsdorf train station (3) Music outreach at charity 
organisations and (4) a finale concert at Floridsdorf Church. 

During the first 2 days, we had intensive rehearsals 
and evangelistic trainings at one of the host churches, 
Evangelikale Wein Meidling. The music used for the 
outreach consisted of Christian and non-Christian classical 
music. As such, we bonded as a team through our 
rehearsals and meals together. 

For our public outreach events, we sang and performed 
songs at the two aforementioned public locations. 
Additionally, a sketch artist would share the gospel through 
pictures. This would pique the curiosity of bypassers who 
stopped to watch us, thereby enabling us to talk to them. 
Overall, we had many meaningful encounters with people. 

During the week, my team visited the Salvation Army, 
a homeless centre and various old folks’ homes. We 
would present a short music programme at these places 
interspersed with testimonies by our team members. 
Thereafter, we would chat with the people through light 
refreshments. Many times, people would start sharing 
about their lives, and this gives us opportunities to listen, 
pray, and share the gospel with them.

No music programme would be complete without a finale 
concert, which was held at the Evangelikale Gemeinde 
Floridsdorf church. Throughout the week, we would 
distribute flyers of the concert to people we meet. Indeed, 
the concert was a grand occasion, and had a good mixture 
of famous classical, folk, and Christian music. The 
audience enjoyed the programme, and we had a great time 
chatting with friends we met during the week. 

I would like to share two highlights during the trip. 

The first highlight was having the opportunity to disciple a 
few German youths. As I had prayed for possible discipleship 
opportunities, I was surprised to learn that a team of German 
youths from OM Germany joined us for the outreach. We had 
a great cultural exchange and getting to know each other. 
Two of them, Tabea and Sarah, were especially talented in 
singing and playing the piano respectively. As such I took 
the opportunity to teach them some music skills. I also 
invited them to play alongside me for a morning worship 
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7-10 June 2018

Vyance Tan

Lahu Mission Trip 

Outreach at the Salvation Army

Picture with German Youths at Schönbrunn Palace

session I led. Before departing, I also encouraged them to 
continually serve God using their talents. 

The second was bringing a gentleman to Christ. During a 
visit to a homeless centre, I befriended “B”, a migrant from 
the Middle East. He had trouble finding a job as he could not 
converse well in German. During our initial conversation, 
he was friendly yet guarded. However, after the music 
programme ended, he openly shared about his struggle 
as a drug addict and his life of delinquency; this led to 
his landlord evicting him as he wasted all his money on 
drugs. As such, he sought shelter at the homeless centre, 
and got involved in an arts therapy which allowed him to 
stave off drugs for 4 months. I then took the opportunity 
to share the gospel, and he joyfully accepted Jesus in his 
life, sharing how grateful he felt hearing the gospel for the 
first time. This event also increased my inner resolve to 
always be ready to share the gospel. Before leaving, I gave 
him bible verses of God’s providence to remind him to 
persevere in his job search, and prayed for him.  

Overall, this trip was a life-changing experience for me, as I 
saw how God could use my musical gifts to touch people’s 
lives and share the gospel. May we always be ready to 
show God’s love wherever He has placed us! 

Dedication of Lahu Churches

An adventure with the Lord

A team of 39 KKMC members 
travelled to Chiangmai in June 
to take part in the dedication 
of Payakorngdee Methodist 
Church (PMC) and Water of 
Life Methodist Church (WLMC).

The churches were dedicated 
by Bishop Dr Chong 
Chin Chung, Bishop of 
The Methodist Church in 
Singapore (MCS).

While the dedication 
services would take place 
over the weekend of 9 and 
10 June, the team took the 

opportunity to arrive 2 days 
earlier to engage in some 
simple missions activities.

A group of 27 stayed at 
Phufatara Resort 4km from 
Santi Methodist Church. From 
the resort, the team did a 
half-day English camp at Pong 
Nam Rong Vittaya School. 
This school has received 
KKMC teams for almost 18 
years and many students 
from Santi Village study there.

The group of 27 was later 
joined by Bishop Chong 

and leader of the Methodist 
Missions Society. They had 
a time of fellowship and 
worship with members of 
Santi Methodist Church.

At the same time, another 
group of 12 went on ahead 
to Payakorngdee Methodist 
Church to help paint a newly 
erected perimeter wall and 
to prepare the church for the 
dedication service.

After the dedication of the 
WLMC, 7 ladies from the WSCS 
stayed on to have a dinner 

outreach programme. In spite 
of the heavy downpour, some 
70 ladies from WLMC and the 
community turned up to learn 
how to prepare the “lo hei” 
salad. This was followed by 
dinner and some sharing of 
testimonies. 

KKMC continues to partner 
with the MMS in helping 
three Lahu churches and 
one preaching point. Please 
continue to pray for our 
Lahu churches and make a 
visit at some point.

I had been asking God about missions and I felt a calling 
to join in this mission exposure trip to Thailand. I opted 
to join the group that was going to paint Payakorngdee 
Methodist Church (PMC).

Like with any adventure, there was still some fear after 
I signed up. Six days before the trip I came down with 
diarrhoea. Five days before the trip, I tripped and fell. 
How was I going to paint when I was injured, I wondered. 

But God reminded me that in 2 Corinthians 12:9, He 
promised "My grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in witness." Therefore I decided I would 
boast all the more gladly as I witnessed, so that Christ's 
power would rest on me. 

Lesley and Vyance 
painting the perimeter 
wall at Payakorngdee 
Methodist Church
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9 June 2018

Excerpt of Testimony delivered at the dedication service of 
Payakorngdee Methodist Church
I first visited Payakorngdee 
13 years ago in 2005. I 
remember it was during 
the Christmas season. It 
was cold and dark, and 
we went round at night 
singing carols and wishing 
everyone good tidings. 
That was an important trip 
for me personally, not just 
because it was my first 
time visiting, but more 
so because it brought me 
out of a long period of 
hibernation in my service 
for our God. I was living 
a comfortable life for 
myself and not for God. 
I saw the commitment of 
all who served here, and I 

saw all the difficulties they 
had to surmount and how 
they kept going in spite 
of the challenges. I was 
ashamed at myself. I was 
burdened to serve in any 
way I could in church and 
went back to working with 
our Youth Ministry and 
also in Outreach & Social 
Concerns.

Last night during our 
fellowship with Santi 
Methodist Church, I was 
again struck by the same 
feelings I had all those 
years ago. Although God 
has blessed us at KKMC 
in so many ways, we are 

Keane rendering f lower 
motifs on the perimeter 
wall of Water of Life 
Methodist Church

Kan How and Irene showing 
the ladies of Water of Life 
Methodist Church how to 
prepare the “lo hei” salad. Kan 
How shared the signif icance 
of each ingredient of the dish 
and weaved in the gospel in 
her explanation.

still struggling with the 
same social problems 
and spiritual warfare. The 
harvest is plentiful but the 
labourers few.

But we can take heart. A 
church of Christ can and 
will grow spiritually and 
numerically when it is 
faithful to the word of God. 
We are told in Acts 2:42-
47 that the early church 
continued steadfastly in 
the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship and the Lord 
added to the church daily. 
Despite the risks of being 
thrown in prison Peter and 
John continued to preach 

and the church grew. 

So today, on this special 
day, let us remind 
ourselves that our role is 
to bring the good news to 
everyone. To all nations, 
to edify each other, as 
we walk in the fear of the 
Lord, and in the comfort of 
the Holy Spirit.

And I know that we will be 
blessed by the goodness 
of God, and He will 
grow His church here in 
Payakorngdee and also in 
KKMC, by the thousands, 
just as it was recorded in 
the Acts.

Roland Tan, Lay Leader, KKMC

Rev Kenneth reminded us to pray because Satan would 
try to stop us from doing God's work. I rested in the 
knowledge that God is always in control.

By the time we left for Thailand, my illness and injuries 
were healed. But when we arrived at Payakorngdee 
Village, it was raining cats and dogs. We were told that it 
had been raining all week. We prayed that night, ‘Lord, 
you are the God of the weather, we look to you for a 
good day to paint tomorrow.” 

Sure enough, He revealed His glory the next morning, 
with bright sunny sky! In fact, the rain the previous days 
had washed the walls cleaned for painting! 

We happily started painting, when we hit another snag. 
There was no water coming from the taps! The rains 
had stirred up the silt from the river and the filtration 
system on the village had been overwhelmed. We needed 
water to cook for several hundred people who would be 
attending the church dedication service. In addition, 
water was needed for bathing. We made a trip to town to 
buy 5-gallon water bottles. Praise God! He restored the 

water flow late that night, at about 9.10pm. 

God not only solved our water problem, He also helped 
to get the food on the table.

During dinner preparation, I detected a burning smell 
coming from the kitchen. The stove was on fire! How 
were we going to prepare food for dinner and for the 
guests tomorrow? But God provided charcoal so that 
dinner was prepared in time for those who came back 
late from town, hungry and soaked in rain.

What a wonderful adventure it is with God, isn’t it? 
The many uncertainties really made me look to God 
for solutions, and how He revealed His ways were so 
refreshing that it demonstrated that God is alive and 
active in our lives. Yet so many times before, I had failed 
to reflect and recognise His presence with me.

So come! Start your adventure with God. He is ever so 
ready to show you many great and mighty things you do 
not know (Jeremiah 33:3).
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Simple joys

Payakorngdee Methodist Church

Guests of Water of Life 
Methodist Church tossing 
the “lo hei” salad

E-Toi sharing on how she came 
to believe in Christ through 
Payakorngdee Methodist Church

Robin running a 
programme for the 
children and youth 
while the mothers 
attend the “lo hei” 
workshop

Maureen Fong

I was more anxious than excited when I prepared for my 
first Lahu Mission Trip. All these years I have heard about 
our Sunday School children going to Lahu at the end 
of the year and never thought I would one day commit 
myself to doing that with a few WSCS members!  

I was not sure what to expect, except that we would be 
staying in more than comfortable accommodation. But 
God wanted to show me that He is a God of Love and 
Grace, full of mercy and compassion for all. God showed 
me that He is doing tremendous things in Lahu and that 
nothing is impossible with Him. 

Our fellowship with the women at the WLMC was to 
me the highlight of the trip. It was a truly humbling 
experience as we felt the warmth, sincerity and simple 
gestures of appreciation when we prepared the dish and 
ate with them that evening. It showed me that many 
a time we tend to glamourise things or events when 
a simple act like this really conveys a more powerful 
message of God’s Love.

KKMC started church 
planting work in Santi 
Village in 1998. A fledging 
church was soon meeting 
every Sunday. This new 
congregation made up 
mostly of children, youth 
the elderly from the village.  

By 2001, this new church 
had a vision of starting a 
preaching point in another 
village. This was even 
before Santi Methodist 
Church (SMC) was 
dedicated in January 2002.

SMC visited MaeYaMin, 70 
km away from Santi Village 
and found a cluster of 8 
Red Lahu villages. The 
main village had more than 
70 Red Lahu households.

Travelling to MaeYaMin 
from Santi Village at 
that time was a 3-hour 
journey because the last 
17 km into the village was 
undulating dirt tracks. 
This did not deter the then 
Pastor of SMC, Ca-Suh and 
the church members who 
visited MaeYaMin monthly 

to hold bible studies, 
Sunday schools and to 
preach. These monthly 
visits were supported by 
visits from KKMC teams 
one to two times a year. 
The visits left such a good 
impression that the people 
of Payakorngdee, the main 
village, invited them to 
start a church there.  

Pastor Panya (formerly 
known as Amnard) went 
to Payakorngdee Village in 
April 2004 to start church 
planting work. A simple 
wooden and bamboo 
structure was erected and 
that first building was used 
for outreach activities and 
also as a parsonage for 
Pastor Panya’s family.

Since April 2004, Pastor 
Panya has baptised more 
than 55 persons from 
Payakorngdee Village.

E-Toi, one of the early 
members of Payakorngdee 
Methodist Church recalls 
how she came to Christ.

I was about 12 years 
old when my father got 
arrested for possessing 
a rifle without a license. I 
wanted to help my father 
but did not know what to 
do. So I came to this church 
which had just been built.

I wanted to see my 
father released as soon 
as possible and asked 
the pastor what I should 
do. He told me that if 
we prayed, God would 
answer our prayers. I told 
Pastor Panya that I did 
not know how to pray. So 
Pastor Panya taught me 
how to pray and I prayed 
fervently.

Soon we heard that my 
father had been sentenced 

to 10 months in prison 
only, when he could have 
been sentenced for at  
least two years or more for 
such offences. I was quite 
happy with the verdict 
and decided that this 
God Pastor Panya talked 
about was a good God. So 
I started attending church. 
I was taught to pray and to 
worship God in songs.

When my father was 
released from prison, I told 
him that the reason he was 
given a shorter prison term 
was because the Christian 
God answered my prayer.  
Subsequently both my 
father and I agreed to get 
baptized  when Pastor Pisut 
invited us to get baptised. I 
was 13 years old when when 
I received water baptism. 

Since then I have not 
missed church and I have 
been encouraging people 
to follow Jesus because 
God is really a good God. 
Praise be to God.

I was also edified by the personal testimonies of some 
of the pastors present and members of the KKMC team. 
The missions team was also fantastic in more ways than 
one, constantly supporting each other with prayers, love 
and concern. All Glory to God!
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The Great Missionary Trip Mdm Lau Kan How teaching 
a class at Pong Nam Ron 
Vittaya School, with Pastor 
Pisut as interpreter

The children and youth from 
Water of Life Methodist Church 
sang “10,000 Reasons (Bless 
The Lord)“ in Thai and English.

Lau Kan How 

I call the KKMC 7-10 June 2018 mission trip to Lahu, 
Thailand, “The Great Missionary Trip” for many reasons. 

First, I am sure God must have taken a great interest in 
the trip, because not one, but two of His churches were 
being dedicated, and there was great rejoicing.
   
Second, everything turned out well, health-wise nobody 
fell ill, and God sent showers of blessings in between 
the celebrations each day, stopping exactly when each 
dedication ceremony was in progress, thus keeping the 
weather cool without being humid.

Third, during the dedication of Water of Life Methodist 
Church, the Lahu children and youth sang “10,000 
Reasons (Bless The Lord)“ in Thai and English. Amazingly 
they sang in perfect English without promptings of any 
kind.The Singapore team was also able to sing “How Great 
is our God” in the Lahu language without stumbling. 

Fourth, God showed His love for us through the team of 
organisers both in Lahu and Singapore. In Payakorngdee, 
Pastor Panya provided pillows for the team who were to 
sleep in the sanctuary floor overnight. Clear skies after a 
week of rain allowed the team to give the church walls a 
new coat of paint and decorate the walls with beautiful 
flower motifs. 

Fifth, what amazed me most was the very smooth co-
ordination and running of the four day programme. I can 
really see God’s hand guiding the lead planners especially 
Rev Kenneth and Lyndon even though the team was divided 
into two groups and staying in two different locations.

Sixth, on the last evening of the trip, the ladies from WSCS 
were able to teach the ladies in the village of Water of 
Life MC how to prepare “lo hei” which could be used as 
an appetiser to any meal. Thirty ladies chipped in to help 
shred the vegetables and more than sixty people enjoyed 

the dish before settling down for dinner. We explained the 
significance of each ingredient and weaved in a Bible verse 
in the explanation.  

I feel that each of us who went on the trip came out of it 
feeling very blessed and privileged.

What made this trip even more amazing was when 
God helped to overcome a number of obstacles we 
encountered. This was demonstrated very clearly when 
Pastor Pisut’s wife, Ratanna, was stung on her hand by 
a scorpion late Saturday evening when preparing WLMC 
for the dedication service. She had to be sent to hospital. 
Praise God that she was well by the morning and was able 
to not only able to attend the dedication of WLMC but also 
continue with her responsibilities.

So, we “Rejoice in the Lord always. Be anxious for 
nothing; but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let our requests be made known unto God 
and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, 
will guard our hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. We 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens us.” 
Philippians 4- 4:13  (with the changes in the words “you” 
to “our” and “I”  to “we” ). 

Fruits of the Lahu mission f ield Yeo Oon Chye

The 3 Lahu churches 
blessed us so much; 
their hospitality was 
incomparable. They spared 
no effort to support us. For 
example, they came to help 
when there was a mix-up in 
our transportation, lovingly 
prepared very delicious 
meals for us, dressed up in 
their best traditional clothes 
to welcome us and sang 
spiritual songs to us in their 
tongue. I was encouraged, 
and I gained insights that 
strengthened my faith in the 
active work of God in the 
mission field.

I understand better now 
how difficult mission work 
in that region has been in 
the last 20 years, in a land 
where Christians number 
represent less than 1% of 
the population. The first 
missionaries had to break 
ground like reinforced 
concrete. When there were 
converts, even harder work 
followed. They needed 
close attention because of 
the numerous challenges 
that confronted them. The 
temptation to backslide was 
great. When they did slip 
away, it was heartbreaking.

Today, the Lahu Christians 
still face difficult challenges. 
Yet, from that one church in 
Santi that KKMC supported, 
there are now three 
churches in the region 
and one preaching point. 
There are now qualified 
and ordained local pastors 
who are actively leading 
their flocks while engaged 
in spreading the faith. They 
have their own humble 
buildings to assemble in. 
We can see that the hand of 
God is at work.

For me, the climax of this 

4-day trip came on the last 
day of the trip at the Water 
Of Life Methodist Church. 
As part of the dedication 
service, a choir of more 
than 20 Lahu children sang 
"10,000 Reasons (Bless 
the Lord)" first in Lahu, 
then in English where the 
Singapore team heartily 
joined in. These children are 
the future of the church! It 
struck me that all those end-
of-year trips to Lahu that our 
children and teams in KKMC 
have made, have borne 
fruits in more ways than we 
can tell. All praise to God!
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Water of Life Methodist Church

Rev Tay Kay Leong (MMS), Bishop Chong, Rev K enneth 
Huang and Rev Pisut cutting the ribbons at the 
dedication service of Water of Life Methodist Church

History of Water of Life Church (WLMC) as told by Rev 
Pisut during the dedication service on 10 June 2018.

About 12 years ago (2006) I noticed that there were 
many hill tribe people coming to stay in Doi Saket 
town for work. Some were Christians and some were 
not but all of them had families and children to take 
care of.  While the parents were at work, the children 
went to school. After dismissal from school however, 
the parents were still at work and the children were left 
on their own.

So we started an after school care for the children at 
another location called Nong Lang and we stayed there 
for five years. A temporary shelter was erected and we 
named it the Learning Centre. On weekdays, we would 
hold after school care and tuition classes while on 
the weekends, we conducted church activities for the 
children. So we can say that this congregation at WLMC 
started at that time.

Later, a Singaporean missionary couple joined the 
ministry at Nong Lang and started a nursery.

Around that time, a number of hill tribe families who 
were worshipping at Nong Lang were looking for a 
place to stay. They pooled their resources and bought 
a piece of land here at Patuingnoi. There was no church 
here so the believers worshipped in a small shelter. It 
was not feasible for them to go back to Nong Lang. So 
we had a congregation but no building.

We prayed and I approached Pastor Charlie, the director 
of Life Bible Church where I had studied. We told 
Pastor Charlie that the congregation had some savings 
but not enough to buy land to build a church. Pastor 
Charlie helped and together with whatever savings the 
congregation had, we bought this piece of land and 
erected a simple building.

Later, KKMC members also helped, and over time, we 
bought more land, build a perimeter fence, extended 

the building and put up a dormitory for hosting training 
of hill tribes Christians. The dormitory is also used for the 
Children’s ministry every week. 

Teams from Singapore stay in the dormitory when they 
visit and some teams have helped in building the fence. 
We are very grateful and impressed by the mission teams 
from KKMC. Each team has served as good role models 
for WLMC members, not just in helping with manual work 
but also in evangelism. 

I am also responsible for planting new churches and 
WLMC is looking for new places to start preaching points. 
We had identified 2 villages, Pa Hkah and Maepulang but 
we handed those to Santi Methodist Church to look after. 
KKMC has been sending teams to Maepulang for the last 3 
years. Those are big villages and hopefully one day we can 
have churches there. 

We noticed that some villages have churches but they are 
not actively reaching out to their neighbouring villages. As 
for us, we have decided to go to villages where there are 
no churches because our goal to to see many churches 
all over Thailand. Less than 1% of Thais are Christians. 
And of the Christians, the majority are hill tribe people. So 
we need your prayers as we bring the Gospel to all Thais. 
Thank you.

Team with 
students of 
Pong Nam Ron 
Vittaya School
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这次我去福州短宣，6月12-20
日，跟过去很不一样。因现在的
宗教活动规则对外地来参与比较
严厉。因此我们修改了我们的行
程，并作为游客观察而不是发起
任何节目。

我们有机会参观信心园，由郭献
进宣教士开创的戒毒所！现在由
台湾的一个教堂管理。他们装修
了礼拜堂，安装了视听系统和空
调。我们参加他们的早晨敬拜，
被他们的诗歌和见证触摸。他们
继续在这事工中培养门徒时，需
要祷告来拖住领导和居住在那里
的弟兄。

我们也参加了一个社区中心，正
观察国际禁毒和非法贩运日。地
方当局组织了会谈和活动。郭献

Fuzhou Mission Trip 12-20 June 2018

Lois Lam 
This Fuzhou Mission trip from 12-
20 June was very different from my 
past visits as there were now stricter 
regulations on foreigner involvment 
in religious activities. As such, 
we modified our trip and went as 
tourists to observe rather than to 
initiate any programmes. 

We visited Faith Farm, a drug 
rehabilitation farm pioneered by 
our missionary, Kelvin Quak. The 
Farm is now run by a church from 
Taiwan. They have upgraded the 
worship hall, installing an audio 
visual system and air conditioning. 
We joined in  their morning service 
and were touched by their songs 
and testimonies. Prayer is needed to 
uphold the leadership and residents 
as they continue to reach out and 
make disciples in this ministry.

We also attended a community 
centre observing the International 
Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit 
Trafficking. There were talks and 
activities organised by the local 
authorities. Kelvin was also invited 
to be one of the speakers. We gave 
some rice and essentials to the 
needy in the community and also 
helped to distribute dumplings 
to the elderly as it was Dumpling 
Festival season.

One interesting visit was to Mercy 
Field Home where students conduct 
classes for members of the public 
who have signed up to learn 
skills such as cooking, growing 
vegetables, noodle making and 
calligraphy. This programme builds 
confidence in the students. We were 
told by a staff said that the students 
can be taught more skills as this 
would help them earn a livelihood 
when they graduate.

We visited an orphanage where 
we met children born with severe 
physical defects and disabilities. 
Some of the children had been 
abandoned by their parents. We also 
met children whose parents were in 
prison and were unable to take care 
of them. The orphanage received 
help in terms of foodstuff from 
different religious groups to meet 
their basic needs.

This orphanage was started by a 
Christian leader from Hong San 

Church. While a rule prevents the 
sharing of the gospel to children 
under the age of 18, many  volunteers 
at this orphanage show the love of 
Christ through their selfless service.
We were able to have a game with 
the children in the open space. 
Though much has been done to help 
the orphans, more can be done to 
improve the living conditions.  

I  enjoyed being united in the 
Spirit with this team comprising 
14 Mandarin and 19 English 
congregation members. All were 
marvellously tuned in to serve 
whenever the opportunity arose in 
the places we visited. Not forgetting 
the children of Lyndon, Mark and 
Jay who served the Lord in playing 
the violin and rendering song items. 
The children also displayed patience 
in walking up the hills with no 
complaints.

May glory and praises be unto Him & 
Him alone! Amen. 

Praying with residents of Mercy Farm Mercy Field Home 善恩园 Friendly football game 
with KKMC team

进宣教士也被邀请为其中一个讲
员。我们为社区中有需要的人分
发了米和必需品，并帮助为老年
人分发种子敲好是端午节。

一个有趣的拜访是善恩园. 学生们
为公众举办烹饪，种植蔬菜，面
条制作和书法枝能课程。这课程
由学生教，建立了他们的信心。
那里的工作人员告诉我们，学生
可以学到更多枝能, 帮助他们在毕
业时获得生活。

我们拜访了孤儿院。这些孤儿出
生时有严重的身体缺陷并被父母
遗弃或父母在监狱中无法照顾他
们。他们获得了来自不同宗教团
体的食品方面的帮助，以满足他
们的基本需求。

这个孤儿院是由洪山脚堂的一位
基督徒领袖开办的。虽然规则阻
止了18岁以下儿童分享福音，这
个孤儿院的许多志愿者通过无私
的服务表显出对基督的爱。

我们能够在开放空间与孩子们玩
游戏。在改善那里的生活条件方
面可以有改善余地。

我很享受这个团队有12名华语堂
和 1 9 名 英 语 堂 的 会 众 在 圣 灵 中
的团结。每个都自然调整需服侍
的地方。莫忘当中有 Lyndon， 
Mark & Jay 的孩子们，弹小提琴
并献上歌曲。孩子们也表现出耐
心走上山无怨言。

愿荣耀和赞美归于神!。阿门！
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这是我初次参与教会举办的福州之
旅。起初我犹豫不定是否要参与这
次的旅程因为我对这次的行程细节
不清楚再加上我的华语程度不好所
以我感觉忐忑不安。后来我才晓得
这次之旅是去了解福州文化和参与
义工活动才决定参加。我们在福州
逗留六天。在这六天里我们探望白
沙康复园、社区中心、善恩园，红
山教堂和善恩戒毒农场。

在这旅程中令我印象深刻有两幕。
第一是前吸毒者认识了耶酥之后而
改过自新。他们现在为主侍奉。
这证明上帝万能的爱能改造人的一
生。

第二是红山教堂林任丹牧师对智
障、脑瘫，肢残和被遗弃的儿童所
付出的爱令人佩服。她给这些儿
童一个温暖平静已充满爱的家庭
成长。感谢上帝给她这一份爱和力
量!

在红山教堂崇拜时，我们呈献一首
诗歌祝贺红山教会的父亲 “父亲
节快乐。”这一刻，我感谢上帝把
我的恐惧解除!

虽然这次的旅程路途遥远和天气情
况不良，我们(包括小朋友)都一一
克服。感谢主！

感谢主在这旅程中的同在，保守和
引导。也感谢主让大家都能够给予
合作，彼此关怀，让这个旅程能够
顺利圆满的结束。

Flora Chong  张彩云
This was my first mission trip to Fuzhou. 
I was initially hesitant about participating 
because I was unclear about the 
programme and also my standard of 
Chinese was not good. Later, I realized 
that this trip was to learn about Fuzhou 
culture and participate in volunteer 
activities. We stayed in Fuzhou for six 
days. During these six days, we visited 
Baisha Rehabilitation Park, Community 
Centre, Mercy Field Home, Hongshan 
Church and Mercy Rehabilitation Farm.

I was deeply impressed by what I 
observed. Firstly, I saw former drug 
addicts whose lives were transformed 
after they came to know Jesus. They are 
now serving the Lord. This shows that 
God's omnipotent love can transform a 
person's life.

Secondly, I saw the work on Hongshan 
Church led by Pastor Lin in providing 
shelter and care for abandoned children 
suffering from intellectual disability, 
cerebral palsy and other disabilities. Her 
ministry provides these children with a 
warm, calm and loving family. Thank God 
for giving her this love and strength!

When worshipping in the Hongshan 
Church, we presented a poem to wish 
to the congregation a happy father’s 
day. At that moment, I thanked God for 
lifting my fear!

Although we travelled long distances 
on this trip and the weather was bad 
at times, we (including children) have 
overcome them one by one. Thank God!

Thank the Lord for his presence, 
preservation and guidance in this trip. I 
am also grateful to the Lord for allowing 
everyone to cooperate and care for each 
other, making this a successful trip.  

The Tay Family
Tay Tze Ern 
I enjoyed going to church and 
singing, spending time with 
family and friends, and meeting 
new friends during the trip. 

Tay Min Ern
I enjoyed going to places to play 
the violin for people. We could 
go to church to sing for God and 
others. Many people on the bus 
helped to take care of me.

Loh Chin Ee 
What touched me most was how 
the volunteers and workers in 
the orphanage, school and farms 
dedicated their time to love those 
who needed love. I was glad for 
an opportunity to find out more 
about the work in China and to 
interact with fellow Christians 
from church and in China.

Mark Tay
I experienced the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit to testify of God’s 
work through music, and to give 
that testimony in Chinese. I was 
very moved by the testimonies 
of God’s love in the lives of 
those we met and how God’s 
love has enabled them to love 
the downtrodden and neglected 
in society.

Joining Staff and Residents for worship at Faith FarmMercy Field Home Student teaching team calligraphy

Mercy Field Home 
Student teaching 
team noodle making
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Wong Chiu Min
I never thought that I would go on the 
Fuzhou mission trip. Bringing Christ 
to far-flung places was the work of 
missionaries, and I didn’t see myself 
as one. 

However, my view changed when I 
looked back at the number of times 
I failed to share the gospel in my 
workplace. In comparison, the trip 
did seem like a perfect opportunity 
for me to share my faith, as there 
would always be other church friends 
around to help. So I decided to sign 
up for the mission trip.

And I was glad I did. As much as 
the trip was conceived to give us a 
chance to be ‘in and involved’ as we 
travelled ‘across the seas’ to spread 
God’s love, it became more of a 
learning journey – one that drew us 
closer to God in the process. We were 
very thankful for the support and 
company of many brothers from the 
English congregation – they took the 
leap of faith to venture forth even 
though they were unfamiliar with 
Chinese hymns, praise songs and 
was fluent enough to pray in Chinese. 
I found myself taking on various 
challenges as well, such as leading 
worship sessions to an unfamiliar 
congregation. It was clear that it was 
God’s plan to train each of us to do 
his work on the mission field, and 
as much as He wants to use us as 
instruments of faith, He also wants to 
do new things in us and for us. 

Among the places we visited, 
there was a school for children of 
incarcerated parents, a special needs 
orphanage and a rehabilitation farm 
for treating people with addiction. It 
was truly humbling to see Christian 
workers giving up their worldly 
priorities to take up caregiving 
roles in this region of the world. 

Their work testifies God’s grace and 
unconditional love for the abandoned 
and neglected children. Some children 
arrived from culturally different 
backgrounds and even speak different 
dialects. Nevertheless, they were able 
to speak the common language of 
love, and it was amazing to see how 
this love for each other and everyone 
else has since increased, overflowed, 
and developed into a large scale 
ministry in Christ. As visitors, we 
too were blessed simply by being in 
their midst. Their generous meals, 
inspiring testimonies and the worship 
sessions left us physically and 
spiritually satisfied.  

I would like to thank God and the 
church leaders, Pastor Kenneth, 
Lyndon and Preacher Pau for giving 
me a shot at this wonderful mission 
trip. Kudos to Mr Kelvin Quak, KKMC’s 
missionary in China, for, without his 
pioneering mission work in Fuzhou, 
we would not be able to experience 
the fullness of God’s love and faith in 
a foreign land. I would certainly love 
to go again if an opportunity arises in 
the future!

Angela Tan
Fuzhou is near to my parents’ birthplace 
so I thought it would be good to visit 
this city. Also my sister-in-Christ, 
Katherine Leong encouraged me to go. I 
think God was testing my trust and faith 
in Him on this my first mission trip.

During the briefing sessions, the trip 
itinerary was changed several times. It 
did not seem to be properly planned 
and I was worried and fearful about 
this trip. We were advised to be careful 
in what we say and do as China had 
new regulations on religious matters. 
I prayed to God that everything would 
be at His mercy.

God is so gracious and protected every 
one of us in the group of 33.

We had a thrilling and amazing 
experience throughout the whole 
journey.

At the Faith Farm, the road was bumpy 
and narrow but God knew our needs. 
He provided fine weather as the day 
before was raining. Transport was 
provided for all of us.

It was a touching moment for me when 
two drug addicts spoke how they had 
accepted Christ. The powerful vocal 
voices in praising God gave me a sense 
of God’s presence.

Our visit to the two orphanages for 
abandoned children made me grateful 
that God had created me with no 
physical disabilities. 

Presenting a song at the Hong San 
Church was another fear for me. Thank 
God it went well. Praise the Lord.

God also taught me to be mindful 
of others and to have faith and trust 
in God in whatever we do. I am 
very thankful to God for His mercy, 
protection and blessings on this 
mission trip.

Chiu Min Leading worship at Mercy Farm

Interacting with a resident at the orphanage

Giving food to the needy at the Community Centre

Team presenting a song at Hong Shan Church
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Remember Your Creator
DEVOTION

Leong Kwok Thye
Reflections on  Ecclesiastes Chapter 12

     1Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble come and the 
years approach when you will say, “I find no pleasure in them”

     6Remember him - before the silver cord is severed, or the golden bowl is broken: before the 
pitcher is shattered at the spring, or the wheel is broken at the well, 

     7and the dust returns to the ground it came from, and the spirit returns to God who gave it.
     8Meaningless! Meaningless! Says the Teacher. Everything is meaningless!”

Ecclesiastes 12:1-8

Introduction
After venting his frustration with life, Solomon 
addresses the problem of ageing in chapter 12. 
The message is relevant, meaningful, practical and 
profound. Every country has the problem of an 
ageing population and Christians are not exempt. 
The difference is that we have a loving and faithful 
God who cares and is in control.

Solomon adopts a holistic approach in dealing with 
the problem. The Bible teaches that man has three 
distinctive parts – body, soul and spirit. The body is 
the physical part of our being; the soul the part that 
relates to psychical consciousness such as emotions, 
will, moral action and desires; and the spirit the part 
that communes with God.

Verses 1-5 describe how these three parts will 
grow frail. Verses 6-8 teach how to overcome 
these frailties. Verses 9-14 emphasize the need to 
acknowledge God. Verses 9-14 presents Solomon’s 
personal conclusion regarding life.
 
Verses 1-5
Many people find the final phase of life frustrating; 
no pleasure - only problems. Solomon’s advice is 
simple – “Remember your Creator in the days of your 
youth” (v12:1). The celestial bodies do not grow 
dark; it is our deteriorating eyesight!  Clouds may 
give rise to gloom but they are a promise of rain 
without which life will perish (v12:2).  

Men who were once strong stoop and keepers 
(caregivers) tremble at the prospect of attending to 
their needs. There are fewer income-earners and life 
can be dismal (v12:3). The doors to the street are 
closed as the elderly become house bound. They 

are unable to hear the sound of grinding, they rise 
up early but are unable to hear the songs of birds 
(v12:4). They develop insecurity, fear of heights and 
danger in the streets. They are unable to enjoy the 
wonder of creation - they are about to go to their 
home in eternity (v12:5).
 
Verses 6-8
Solomon presents a simple, sensible and succinct 
alternative to this dismal existence - focus on 
the Creator, “Remember him” (v12:6). The silver 
cord and the golden bowl in the tabernacle were 
reminders of God’s presence and intervention in the 
life of Israel. The shattered pitcher and the broken 
wheel is a prophetic reference to Jesus Christ as 
the living water (John 4:13). The key word in the 
verse is before; we need to act before we die and 
the spirit returns to God (v12:7). Solomon found life 
meaningless (v12:8) because he failed to act. He did 
not repent of his sins and disobeyed God in the later 
phase of life.

Verses 9-14
How then should we live? In the world of nature, 
spring is the season for planting; summer the 
season for growth; autumn the season for harvest; 
and winter season for hibernation in preparation 
for new life. So even as we harvest God’s blessings 
in the autumn years of life, we should give back to 
Him the time, talents and treasures that we have 
received. This can be through active involvement in 
KKMC’s outreach programmes at home and abroad.
     
In a positive way, ageing forces us to draw close to 
God, to remember afresh his goodness and mercy 
(Psalm 23) in preparation for a wonderful life with 
Him in eternity.
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