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But if we walk in the 
light as he himself 
is in the light, we 
have fellowship with 
one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.

 1 John 1:7 
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Praise God for giving us at KKMC such a fulfilling year in 2019 as we celebrated 
God’s Faithfulness over 125 years! 

We started last year seeking God’s Grace with the Church Prayer Watch on Sat, 5 
Jan. We next had on Sun, 20 Jan, a joyous 125th Anniversary Thanksgiving Service, 
where we made a commitment to live out our KKMC Vision Statement to His Glory, 
before heading off for our Anniversary Lunch, for a time of rejoicing and meaningful 
fellowship.

In early June, we held our OIKOS Church Family Camp in Malacca, a time of learning 
from the Letter to the Philippians and community bonding. This was then followed 
by the Youth Musical, “Hill Valley High”, a couple of weeks later in June, a time of 
sharing how God is always with us through life’s ups and downs. 

We completed our year of celebration with our 21 Dec Celebrate Christmas @ Little 
India with the theme of “Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong”, where we sought to 
bless both the residents living around our church and the migrant workers who 
visit Little India over the weekend. What a joyful time it was as over 200 of our 
members stepped forward to serve and be a blessing to the very many who came 
to the four different venues on 21 Dec.

Dear KKMC, it is wonderful that we were able to do all of the above to the Glory of 
God and God alone, for as we were reminded at Christmas, all that we were able 
to do was “God’s Plan All Along” for us, as we sought to be obedient and faithful 
to His will for us!

Talking about being faithful, in 2019, we also focused on being and growing as 
“Faithful Disciples” who “Worship God in Spirit and in Truth” – the first pillar of the 
KKMC Vision Statement. 

In 2020, we will be focusing on the second pillar of being and growing
as an “Authentic Community” that is “Connected and Caring”.
And by the time we receive this issue of KKFocus, as a church, 
we would have participated in the Authentic Community Seminar on 
1 Feb and learnt about how having “spiritual friendships” centred on
Jesus Christ our Lord and Saviour will definitely help our church be more authentic 
in our community life.

Thank God that He has given this wonderful promise stated in Jude 24 & 25 to help us: 
“Now to him who is able to keep you from falling, and to make you stand 
without blemish in the presence of his glory with rejoicing, to the only God 
our Saviour, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and 
authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.”

God Bless
Rev Kenneth Huang, Rev Gabriel Liew and Rev Tay Kay Leong

 PASTORS’ MESSAGE 

KKMC IDENTITY
We at KKMC will be

“Faithful Disciples in Authentic Community
engaged in Loving Outreach and Bold Witness”

to the Glory of God!
(Adopted in 2019)
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Featured Sermon Connected in KKMC
Preached by Rev Kenneth Huang on Sunday 5 January 2020 at the English worship 

services. This is the first sermon from the new Sermon Series: “Authentic Community”. 
This follows the church theme for 2020 — Authentic Community

FEATURED SERMON  

Scripture Text
Acts 2: 42 to 47 (NT 113)
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and 
signs were being done by the apostles. 
44 All who believed were together and had all things in 
common; 
45 they would sell their possessions and goods and 
distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 
46 Day by day, as they spent much time together in the 
temple, they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts, 
47 praising God and having the goodwill of all the people. 
And day by day the Lord added to their number those 
who were being saved.

1 John 1:7 (NT 228)
7 but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the light, 
we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

+++++++++++++++

Today, on the first Sunday in this year 2020, it is as 
if God is telling us that we have 20/20 vision. And so, 
we can and surely will focus on the 2nd pillar of our 
Vision Statement on being and growing as an Authentic 
Community, that is Connected and Caring. We can, and 
will, do so for we are growing as Faithful Disciples of 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Saviour. And so, this is the 
first point of today’s sermon – that:

(1) KKMC is (to be) AN AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY 
that is CONNECTED & CARING

The two Scripture texts we just read form the theological 
basis of our thinking of what it means to be and grow as 
an Authentic Community, and we will hear sermons today 
and next Sunday on them: today on what is means to be 
Connected in KKMC, and next Sunday, Caring in KKMC. 
But allow me here to quickly tell all of us that from 
February to the first Sunday of July, as a Congregation, 
we will study, 1 Corinthians to help us be and grow as an 
Authentic Community. Why study the Church in Corinth? 
It is because the church was blessed very much by God in 
all ways, just like KKMC has been and is. 

But they, being a cosmopolitan congregation, as KKMC 
is, had issues that caused them to have tensions in their 
life together and failures in living rightly in community 
before God. And so, we will want to learn the lessons 
of how the Corinthian Church faced these issues and, 
firstly, where they did good, we will learn from them and 
be and do likewise, and secondly, where they did badly, 

we will definitely not want to learn to follow after them. 

Whenever they did right, they lived as an Authentic 
Community – connected and caring, and conversely, 
whenever they did wrong, they failed to live as a church 
community should, and as a result, they were not 
connected and were uncaring. 

This resulted in them having “loyalty groupings” according 
to which church leader they supported rather than following 
only Jesus, accepting morally wrong behaviour within their 
community, boasting about their knowledge and spiritual 
giftings over others, failing to consider the needs of 
fellow congregation members, teaching each other wrong 
theology, failing to exercise agape love in church, etc). 

That is why, using the pattern of how God teaches 
through the Bible as stated in 2 Tim 3:16–17, Paul the 
Apostle wrote to the Corinthian Church to teach, rebuke, 
correct and train them in righteousness. As KKMC, we 
will do well to take seriously our study of 1st Corinthians 
when it comes around in Feb. 

Now for today, let’s come back to consider the theological 
basis of what it means to be and grow as an Authentic 
Community, especially, what it means to be Connected in 
KKMC, based on Acts 2 and 1 John. And here, the second 
point of the sermon is that the:

(2) BASIS of having an AUTHENTIC (Righteous/
Good) RELATIONSHIP with ONE ANOTHER 
in CHURCH – of being CONNECTED – comes 
from the fact:

a. That we have been and are being MADE 
RIGHT by GOD, who is LIGHT (1 Jn 1:5&7)

b. The SACRIFICE (Blood) of JESUS (1 Jn 1:7) 
CLEANSES us

Let me explain this most important and fundamental truth. 
1 John 1:5&7 tell us that God is Light, which is also taught 
in Psalm 27:1 and John 8:12. That God is Light means that 
He is totally pure, good, upright and righteous! There is no 
other like Him for He is “all light”! And to help us accept 
and remember this truth about God, let us try to remember 
that “God is all light, and so, He is all right and alright!” I 
do not care that it is corny; as long as it helps us accept 
and remember this truth about God. Take it down - “God is 
all light, and so, He is all right and alright!”

And because God is all light, there is no darkness at all 
in Him – in fact, God is in direct and utter contrast to all 
that is dark, evil, wicked and sinful! Praise God that He is, 
for the implication of God being light, of being righteous, 
pure, good, is that God is AUTHENTIC – He is the real deal! 
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And because God is light, all good, righteous, pure, 
AUTHENTIC, the real deal, God is the One who we must 
firstly be in an Authentic or real relationship with by 
accepting the salvation He offers us. That is the way to 
have our sinful selves made right, so that we can be made 
right with Him. King David understood this truth and so, 
stated that “God is my light and my salvation” (Psalm 
27:1), testifying to this also about God. 

That is, for one to say that he or she knows God as light, 
it immediately follows that this person wants and accepts 
God as the only One who can grant people salvation. And 
this is possible only on the basis of the blood shed by 
Jesus on the cross, His loving sacrifice for all, bearing our 
sins upon Himself and paying the price to make us aright, 
and then for us to be right with God. 

As 1 John 1:7b states, “the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses 
us from all sin”, that is, the atoning sacrifice of Jesus 
for us! Thank God that He as light makes our salvation 
a reality; He also enables us to walk or live in a right, 
pure, good way, just as He does, for the cleansing 
of Jesus results in “forgiveness, restoration, and the 
reestablishment of love.” 

And so, Expositor’s Bible Commentary (EBC) rightly states 
that “Christians believing in a God of pure goodness, 
accept the obligation to be good like Him”. Or in other 
words, “The Christian…is to live righteously day by day 
(and as) the servant of God…his standards are God’s 
standards. The Christian lives in a God-like way.” New 
Bible Commentary (NBC)

Now, one major way that we Christians are living according 
to God’s standards or ways, that comes out of our being 
in a right, Authentic, relationship with God, is that we are 
in a right, good, pure – Authentic – relationship and truly 
connected with other Christians in a Community. This is 
exactly what 1 Jn 1:7a teaches, “if we walk in the light as 
he (God) himself is in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another.” 

So, while believing in God is a personal commitment, and 
at times to be practised in private as Jesus taught in Matt 
6 (prayer in private as opposed to making a big show of 
it to boast how spiritual we are), our faith as Christians 
must be founded, lived out and built up in Community. 
And for us, our Christian Community is primarily here at 
KKMC where we are to be connected to each other! 

That is to say, if we truly accept God is light and are 
living in the light that God has given to us, then we will 
wholeheartedly agree with Westcott, a Bible Commentator, 
who said that “True fellowship with God comes through 
men. Love of fellow believers is the product of the love 
of God: fellowship with fellow believers is the proof of 
fellowship with God.”

Now, one key point here to note is that true fellowship 
in the church – true connectedness – can only happen 

between persons who have accepted that God is light, 
and have had their lives cleansed by the blood of Jesus, 
as the Bible teaches. This is really the only way that a 
Biblically Authentic Community will take place. It is the 
truth that we need to accept and remember. Now, this is 
not being exclusive; this is just being Authentic – honest 
and truthful – right, pure! 

For the key loyalty or commitment of the Community in 
Church is the loyalty and commitment we have to God. 
And this fundamental loyalty and commitment to God is 
the basis by which true fellowship in church is formed. It 
is true connectedness with others who are also likewise 
loyal and committed to the God of the Bible as revealed 
to us in Jesus that leads to a true Authentic Community 
as God desires.

We all understand this concept of there being only true 
fellowship with one another if all the persons are likewise 
loyal and committed. There can and will only be true 
fellowship and relationship, for example, in a football 
team if all the players are fully loyal and committed to 
the club. Imagine if Liverpool Football Club had players 
in its team who were actually loyal and committed to 
local rivals Everton or worse still, their eternal rivals, 
Man United. That Liverpool football team would not be 
authentic – right, good, pure, truthful – but would be in 
disarray and worse.

This principle of being in true authentic community, 
connected with persons with similar loyalties and 
commitment, applies all the more in church. For church 
is where our loyalty and commitment are to God, who 
is light and has cleansed us by the blood of Jesus, and 
our fellowship is with fellow believers who also share 
this understanding of loyalty and commitment; of faith in 
God. Again, this is not being exclusive; this is just being 
Authentic – honest and truthful – right, pure!

Now remember that in our daily lives, we can and will of 
course have other kinds and levels of fellowship with people 
who have not yet accepted God is light in their lives. We 
must continue to cultivate these friends so that we may be 
a blessing to them and eventually, earn the right to share 
with them that they need God in their lives, just as we do.

And so, the second point for today is the BASIS of 
AUTHENTIC (Righteous/Good) RELATIONSHIP with ONE 
ANOTHER in CHURCH – of being CONNECTED – is that 
we have been and are being MADE RIGHT by GOD, who is 
LIGHT (1 Jn 1:5&7) and because the SACRIFICE (Blood) of 
JESUS (1 Jn 1:7) CLEANSES us. Praise God.

Now, the third point of the sermon is there are:
(3)  CHALLENGES of SIN to being CONNECTED as an 

AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY:
a. ADMISSION of sin (1 Jn 1:8)
b. CONFESSION of sin (1 Jn 1:9)
c. FORGIVENESS of sin (1 Jn 1:9)
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What do I mean by this? The Bible says in 1 John 1:8&9 
– “8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he who 
is faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness.”

Breakdown of an Authentic Community and its 
connectedness in a church is the challenge it faces when 
members are unwilling to admit the wrong doings they 
have committed against their fellow members (whether 
by thought, word or deed). This then leads to the 
failures to confess our wrongdoings to each other, and 
to seek forgiveness from the person we have wronged! 
No wonder the Authenticity of the church community is 
compromised, for members are deceiving themselves 
from the truth when they say they have not sinned as well 
as being disobedient.

The result of the above – the fracturing of the connectedness 
within the Church Community and the dilution of the 
authenticity (righteousness, purity, goodness, truthfulness) 
in the community takes hold and starts destroying the 
fellowship that Christians should have with each other. 
Fellowship turns cold, distant; worse still, turns divisive, 
accusatory, uncaring and unloving, even deliberately 
destructive, as church members tear into each other. 

Am I exaggerating? No! I read it in 1 Corinthians, where 
the church members of that church had fallen into sin, but 
failed to admit their sin, confess it and seek forgiveness. 
To some extent, I saw with my eyes, heard with my ears, 
felt with my heart similar things happening at my home 
church about 30 years ago. Thank God it was only for a 
while, but it took some time, and only by God’s grace, for 
my home church to recover. 

Dear friends, have you offended someone in church 
but are too proud, stubborn, disobedient to admit and 
confession your sin to that person, and not humbly or 
obedient enough to seek forgiveness? If so, do remember 
the negative effect you are having on the Authenticity of 
the church, and the disobedience you are living out.

The other challenge to the connectedness in a church, 
which will adversely affect the Authenticity of a church, 
is the unwillingness of the offended member to forgive 
the offending member. And this even though there has 
been an honest admission and sincere confession of sins 
by the offending member. This unwillingness is more 
common than we think. 

That is why again there is coldness, bad values and 
broken relationships within the church. There is a failure 
to remember the words of The Lord’s Prayer which 
states, “Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those 
that trespass against us”! No wonder the Authenticity of 
the church is compromised, for members are not being 
disobedient to God.

Now, has someone offended you, and you have not 

forgiven him or her, despite receiving his or her admission 
and confession of sins? While it may not be easy to do, 
we must remember the negative effect we are having on 
the Authenticity of the church, when we refuse to forgive.

The Bible teaches us that when we do not admit, confess 
and seek forgiveness of our sins both from God and the 
party we offended, and also when we do not forgive when 
there is admission and confession of sin, we are living 
lives in the dark and contribute to the church, our church, 
our fellow believers, being disconnected with each other.

But thank God that is it never too late to do what is right. 
Let us always remember that “the blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin”, meaning that “the blood of 
Jesus keeps on cleansing us from every defilement due 
to sin (past, present and future); without it, enduring 
fellowship would be impossible, for guilt resulting from 
sin destroys fellowship.” 

We note that the word “cleanses” is in a continuous tense 
meaning that cleansing of our sins must and can take place 
daily, even as Jesus has already dealt decisively with the 
principle, power and penalty of sin. So, there is no excuse 
for us to not live rightly and righteously as God does and 
is enabling us to do so. So, let us not allow the challenges 
of admitting, confessing and forgiving get in our way 
of building up an Authentic Community in KKMC where 
members are truly connected with God and one another.

The final point for today’s sermon is that:
(4) To be a COMMUNITY, we need “UNITY” [You And 

I Together Yo!] – comes from having FAITH and 
LIFE in COMMON (Acts 2:42) which help us BE 
CONNECTED

It goes without saying that Faith in Jesus and Living for 
Him, when they are authentically experienced together 
in community, are what pulls all church communities 
together and keeps them connected. It also impacts how 
well church members are CARING for each other, and this 
aspect of caring is to be covered during next Sunday’s 
sermon as mentioned earlier. 

For today, to help enhance our Faith and Life in Jesus 
together, we should resolve in 2020, and act on our 
resolve, by signing up for:

(1) The Baptism and Membership Class 1 of 2020 and 
obey God regarding our Baptism and then committing 
to serve Him through KKMC actively and faithfully! We 
have 4 participants so far. This class is starting this 
Thursday, 9 Jan, at 7.30pm at the Music Room. Sign 
up by today!

(2) The DISCIPLE Bible Study, starting Sat, 8 Feb till end 
Nov, and come to know and love God’s Word, His values 
and ways in our lives. Come for the Informational 
Session on 12 Jan mornings to find out more. 
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(3)  The “Authentic Community – Connected and Caring” 
Seminar on Sat, 1 Feb from 9am to 3pm and learn 
about developing “Spiritual Friendships” in our church 
and beyond, and be a blessing to others, and receive 
blessings also from others.

(4)  The Adult Bible Class on Ephesians, starting Thursday, 
13 Feb, or for the Women’s Bible Study on the Women 
of the Bible, starting Saturday, 22 Feb.

Through these classes and seminars, we will be in 
community learning and growing in our Christian Faith 
and Lives, helping build up KKMC as an Authentic 
Community that is truly connected.

For the rest of us at KKMC, in 2020, attend at least 5 of 
our Church Prayer Times, starting Wed, 8 Jan at 8pm, and 
pray for KKMC to fulfill our Vision Statement. Let each of 
us truly play our part in building up KKMC as an Authentic 
Community where we are truly connected to one another. 

May we all walk and fellowship in God’s light together, 
having the “UNITY” [You And I Together Yo!] which comes 
only from having FAITH and LIFE in COMMON. 

May we help KKMC be AN AUTHENTIC COMMUNITY that 
is CONNECTED & CARING! And we will do all these to the 
Glory of God! 

I close with A Prayer for the New Year

A whole new year is mine today; may I be wiser, Lord, 
I pray - 

To strengthen friendships old and true 
and learn to cherish new ones, too - 
To keep on learning and to grow a little deeper as I go. 

To cast aside each grudge and grief, 
and hold fast to a firm belief that life is joyous, 
gracious, good, 
when lived in terms of brotherhood. 

~ Author unknown

Amen!
++++++++++++++++++++

Discussion Question: How can you be more connected in 
KKMC and help our church be an Authentic Community?

KKMC’s Preacher for the Mandarin Ministry Paul Ong
Paul Ong joined KKMC on 2nd May, 2019 as the Preacher for the Mandarin Ministry. While the 
Mandarin congregation has gotten to know Paul well, Paul remains fairly unknown to those 
outside the Mandarin Ministry. KK Focus catches up with Paul to find out more about him.

Paul – How will you introduce 
yourself someone new?
I am Singaporean, born in Singapore 
and staying in Punggol. "Paul" was 
the name I took on when I was 
planting a church at Woodlands 
Christ Church Secondary School. 

When and how did you become a 
Christian?
I am a fifth-generation Christian. 
Although I received infant baptism at 
Paya Lebar Chinese Methodist Church, 
my parents did not place me in the 
Sunday School. I usually sat with the 
adults during worship services. When 
I turned twelve years old, I became 
rebellious and refused to attend church 
even when I was punished for my 
disobedience. This phase went on till I 
was 28 years old. My mother connected 
me with a lady relative in church and 
that was the point I began to learn 
more about Christianity.

The verse Matthew 7:7 “Ask and it 
will be given to you; seek and you 
will find; knock and the door will 

be opened to you.” is especially 
significant to me. When I started to 
seriously seek the truth, God revealed 
Himself to be a holy, awesome God 
who was also full of love. I came 
to face my own pride and filth and 
under the prompting of the Holy 
Spirit, I confessed my sin in prayer in 
a room by myself in 1989. The next 
day, beyond the shadow of a doubt, I 
experienced for myself what it felt to 
be a new creation. Although the old 
nature remains, the Holy Spirit is in 
me to frequently remind and guide 
me towards sanctification.

When and how did you receive a 
call to ministry?
After coming to faith in Christ, I 
became passionate about serving in 
church and was thirsty for the Word 
of God. I also began to serve in the 
Church ministries. Many times I 
responded to altar calls to let God use 
the whole of my life. I got married in 
1992 and my wife was then a third 
year student at the Singapore Bible 
College. I was working to support 

the family and the thought of serving 
the Lord in a full-time capacity never 
crossed my mind.

However, on my way back from work 
one day, I saw a vision where I was 
serving nearly 100 people of my Ong 
families as a servant of God. Some 
of them had left God, some were 
worshiping idols, some were ill and 
some were ignorant and lost. What 
I saw moved me to tears. I felt God 
was calling me to serve Him full-time. 
However, I immediately thought this 
was impossible. I had just gotten 
married. Who will support the family? 
Who would look after my mother? I 
had only recently come to the faith, 
was I qualified to attend seminary? Etc.

I knelt down before the Lord in prayer 
many times and sought to clarify His 
will and guidance. I shared this with my 
wife and my pastor. Finally, I consulted 
my mother and she also in turn 
enquired from her pastor. Eventually, 
she was encouraged by my calling. 
As a result, supported by my church, 
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I enrolled for the grassroots outreach 
course in Singapore Bible College 
(SBC). The scripture verse that moved 
me back then was John 10:16 - I have 
other sheep that are not of this sheep 
pen. I must bring them also. They too 
will listen to my voice, and there shall 
be one flock and one shepherd.

I graduated in 1993 and joined the 
grassroots outreach work as a coffee 
shop worker for one year. I then 
served temporarily at Living Word 
Ltd Singapore before enrolling again 
in SBC in 1995 for the Bachelor of 
Divinity course. I graduated in 1998 
and have served as a preacher and 
pastor until now.

How long have you been in 
ministry?
After graduating in 1998, I served 
three years in Mount Carmel Bible 
Presbyterian Church, before moving 
to the Anglican Church for 7 years. I 
then received further equipping in 
the  Master of Ministry programme at 
Trinity Theological College. After the 
course, I served in various Presbyterian 
Churches. All in all, I have been serving 
the Lord for about 30 years.

What are the hindrances that you’ve 
encountered in ministry? How did 
you overcome the hurdles?
In the course of ministry, I found 
that the biggest challenge is 
communication between people. We 
can be working very hard and very 
diligently, but ministry is about faith 
and giving, about building one another 
up with tolerance and love. The 
ultimate aim of ministry work is not 
about tasks but about people. I have 
learnt that service starts with humility 
and we must always place oneself in 
others’ shoes and think for others. 
Although we need to be earnest in our 
ministry work, building relationships 
must come first. But we must not build 
relationships as a means to an end. 
Building a good relationship is in itself 

an end.  This forms the basis of being 
in “Authentic Community”, something 
I am still learning.

Tell us a bit about your family:
I am the husband of one wife and 
we have been married for 26 years. 
My wife is also a minister serving in 
the Anglican Church. As we have no 
children, we have more freedom in 
serving the Lord. My father passed 
on when I was 16, leaving behind my 
Mom, two elder sisters and a younger 
sister who was still in school. In 
order to support my family, I worked 
after completing secondary four. 

Much of my life revolved around two 
women – my wife and my mother. At 
times, I felt sandwiched. But as time 
passed, I began to understand that I 
did not need to feel sandwiched as I 
have the freedom to love them both. 
That is God’s wisdom for us. 

Today, I am also spending more 
time with my elderly father-in-law 
and mother-in-law. They are the 
love of my wife. When needed, we 
give them a place to rest. They have 
become an integral part of my family 
life. Thanks be to God: my father-in-
law will be getting baptised on 11st 
Feb 2020. My mother-in-law has 
already received baptism. God really 
answered our prayers.

Do you have a nickname?
Yes, Peong! My hobby kakis know 
it… haha…

What I like best about working at 
KKMC so far:
Thank God! Rev Kenneth Huang 
observed that my baptism and my 
early years were in a Methodist Church. 
Joining KKMC was like “coming home”. 
KKMC was God’s answer to my prayer, 
the place He gave that I can serve him 
well. Of course, I love it. After several 
months in KKMC, I would say that the 
relationship with the MM co-workers 

is one of the best things I find about 
working here.

What I hope to accomplish at KKMC 
I have said to the leaders in Mandarin 
Ministry: that we want to build 
disciples of the Lord, and evangelism 
is our calling. The purpose of the MM 
leaders is to set examples so that 
new blood can take over. 

We will set a seven-year goal, at both 
personal level and at church ministry 
level. The Mandarin Ministry is the 
arm of KKMC that reaches out to 
the Chinese-speaking people and 
the grassroots. My hope is that the 
Mandarin Ministry will have new 
young leaders coming on board in 
two years’ time. And in seven years’ 
time, I hope to see the leaders live 
godly lives and serving the Lord 
together. I hope that in the Mandarin 
Ministry, young and old alike would 
love to share the Gospel and be true 
disciples of Jesus Christ.

Fun Facts about Paul Ong
I’m happiest when: Congregants are 
hearers and doers of the Word 

What I fear most: The Holy Spirit 
being taken away from me.

I’m proudest of: Harvesting the fruit 
of the Gospel myself

Favourite hobby or pastime: 
Badminton, Cycling and Nature

People would be surprised to know 
that:I like to DIY almost everything. 
Haha…

My favourite foods: My mother’s 
curry chicken and fried bee hoon.

Before I die, I would like to: Travel 
around the world… because I have 
been “sua gu – literally country 
bumpkin” for so long. Haha…

王宝荣(Paul Ong)，华语崇拜的传道人。
王宝荣于2019年5月2日加入KKMC，担
任国语部传道人。虽然华语崇拜的会众
对王传道已经有所认识，但他在华语崇
拜以外的群体仍然相当陌生。KKFocus
追上他进一步了解。

您将如何向新朋友介绍自己？
我 是 新 加 坡 出 世 的 新 加 坡 公 民 ，
家住榜鹅。
P a u l 是 我 在 圣 公 会 的 一 间 学 校 植
堂的时候取的名字。

Paul Ong and his wife Eunice Tien
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您何时，如何成为基督徒？
我 是 第 五 代 的 基 督 徒 ， 虽 然 在
巴 耶 黎峇 卫 理 公 会 接 受 幼 洗 ；
但 从 小 父 母 没 有 把 握 放 在 主 日
学 ， 崇 拜 时 我 就 是 常 常 和 大
人 坐 在 一 起 ， 直 到 1 2 岁 叛 逆
期 ， 我 就 是 被 打 也 坚 持 不 再 去
教 会 ， 这 样 一 晃 就 是 2 8 岁 ， 我
才 因 着 母 亲 做 媒 介 绍 教 会 的 亲
戚 给 我 认 识 ， 我 才 开 始 重 新 认
识 基 督 的 信 仰 。 马 太 福 音 7 章 7
节 “ 你 们 祈 求 ， 就 给 你 们 ； 寻
找 ， 就 寻 见 ； 叩 门 ， 就 给 你 们
开 门 。 ” 是 我 一 生 都 不 会 忘 记
的 经 文 ， 就 是 当 时 认 真 地 在 教
会 寻 求 真 理 ， 我 认 识 了 圣 洁 、
可 畏 及 满 有 慈 爱 的 上 帝 ； 也 认
识 了 自 己 的 骄 傲 与 罪 污 。 就 在
圣 灵 的 感 动 之 下 ， 我 于 1 9 8 9
年 自 己 一 个 人 在 房 间 里 认 罪 祷
告 ， 隔 天 ， 我 确 实 体 会 自 己
已 经 是 个 新 造 的 人 ， 旧 事 虽 然
在 ； 但 却 有 圣 灵 在 我 心 里 ， 常
常提醒与引导，使我成圣。

您何时，如何开始做基督教事
工
由 于 热 心 地 在 教 会 服 事 ， 渴 慕
追 求 认 识 上 帝 的 话 ， 又 加 上 羡
慕 善 工 ， 我 在 多 次 的 聚 会 信 息
中 都 有 正 面 回 应 讲 员 的 呼 召 ，
愿 意 将 一 身 被 上 帝 使 用 。 记 得
我是在89年悔改信主，92年就
与 我 的 妻 子 田 碧 香 姐 妹 结 婚 ，
她当时是新神的第3年学生，我
还 在 工 作 养 家 ， 从 来 就 不 会 想
到 自 己 可 以 全 时 间 事 奉 主 ； 但
就 在 一 次 工 作 回 家 的 路 上 ， 我
看 见 一 个 异 象 ： 那 是 我 在 用 上
帝 仆 人 的 身 份 服 事 自 己 9 0 人 的
家 族 ， 他 们 有 的 离 开 了 上 帝 、
有 的 甚 至 去 拜 其 他 偶 像 、 有 的
生 病 、 有 的 无 知 而 迷 失 自 己 …
当 我 看 见 这 一 幕 时 ， 我 顿 时 被
感 动 得 落 泪 痛 哭 ， 我 开 始 感 受
到 上 帝 似 乎 在 呼 召 我 出 来 事 奉
祂， 但 当 时 在 头 脑 里 出 现 许 多
不 可 能 ： 我 刚 刚 结 婚 … 谁 来 养
家 … 谁 照 顾 母 亲 … 我 刚 信 主 ，
有 资 格 去 读 神 学 吗 等 等 ？ 就
这 样 ， 我 多 次 跪 在 上 帝 面 前 祷
告，寻求明白祂的旨意和带领，
我也和妻子、教牧分享，最后，
我向自己的母亲询问，她也去问
了教会的牧者，过后她也得到鼓
励 。 就 这 样 ， 我 在 教 会 的 支 持
下报读了新加坡神学院的基宣课
程，回应当时向基层人士宣教的
运动。当时感动我的一段圣经就
是（约10:16）”我另外有羊，

不 是 这 圈 里 的 ； 我 必 须 领 他 们
来 ， 他 们 也 要 听 我 的 声 音 ， 并
且 要 合 成 一 群 ， 归 一 个 牧 人
了 。 ” 我 成 功 被 录 取 ， 并 于 9 3
年 毕 业 ， 过 后 加 入 基 层 宣 教 工
作 一 年 ， 再 到 真 理 文 字 中 心 暂
时 事 奉 ， 并 于 9 5 年 再 次 进 入 新
神接受4年的神学学士课程。于
98年毕业当传道至今。

您在基督教事工中服了多久了
9 8 年 毕 业 后 就 留 在 我 实 习 的 迦
密山笃信圣经长老会服事，3年
期满后就到圣公会事奉了7年，
借 着 到 三 一 神 学 院 修 读 教 牧 硕
士 ， 过 后 又 到 了 长 老 会 ， 前 前
后后已经事奉了30年了。

您在事工中遇到的障碍是什
么？您是如何克服这些障碍
的？
在 传 道 事 奉 的 道 路 上 ， 我 发 现
最 大 的 挑 战 就 是 人 与 人 之 间 的
沟 通 ， 我 们 工 作 可 以 很 勤 劳 ，
很 认 真 ； 但 ， 事 奉 讲 求 的 信 心
与 付 出 、 彼 此 的 建 立 与 爱 的 包
容 ， 事 工 不 是 工 作 本 身 ， 而 最
终 是 做 在 人 身 上 。 我 对 事 奉 的
学 习 是 从 谦 卑 着 手 ， 设 身 处
地 ， 虽 然 事 工 要 认 真 ， 但 关 系
先 要 建 立 ， 千 万 不 要 搞 关 系 ；
而 是 要 搞 好 关 系 ， 真 于 社 群 ，
我还是学习。

告诉我们一些关于你的家庭
我 有 一 个 结 婚 了 2 6 年 的 太 太 ，
她 也 是 传 道 人 ， 在 圣 公 会 服
事 。 家 庭 没 有 孩 子 ， 所 以 事 奉
主 很 自 由 。 我 1 6 岁 时 父 亲 去
世 ， 留 下 我 母 亲 、 两 个 姐 姐 和
一 个 还 在 读 书 的 妹 妹 。 因 为 家
境 不 佳 ， 中 四 毕 业 后 我 就 出 来
工作，维持家庭的需要。

在 我 的 生 命 中 围 绕 两 个 女 人 —
太 太 和 母 亲 ， 我 是 其 中 的 夹 心
饼 。 但 日 子 长 了 ， 我 才 懂 得 ，
我 不 需 要 “ 夹 心 ” ， 可 以 更 自
由 地 去 爱 这 两 个 女 人 ， 这 是 神
给 我 们 的 智 慧 。 今 天 ， 我 的 家
有 多 两 个 老 人 — 岳 父 岳 母 ， 他
们 是 我 太 太 的 至 爱 ， 在 有 需 要
的 时 候 ， 给 予 他 们 一 个 安 身 之
处 ， 他 们 在 主 的 心 意 里 也 成 了
我 的 家 庭 。 感 谢 主 ！ 神 垂 听 了
我 们 的 祷 告 ， 我 的 岳 父 续 岳 母
之 后 ， 已 经 决 定 于 2 0 2 0 年 2 月
1 1 日 接 受 圣 洗 礼 ， 归 入 神 的 大
家庭。阿们！

你有绰号吗？
有的，Peong! 我的兴趣同僚
就就知道… 哈哈…

到 目 前 为 止 ， 我 最 喜 欢 在
KKMC工作的地方是：
感 谢 主 ！ 就 像 黄 庭 汉 牧 师 所 说
的 ， 我 幼 洗 和 童 年 在 卫 理 公
会 ， 这 次 加 入 K K M C 算 是 “ 回
家 ” 了 。 K K M C 是 上 帝 答 应 我
的 祷 告 给 我 可 以 好 好 事 奉祂的
地 方 ， 我 当 然 喜 欢 。 如 果 你
问 我 服 侍 半 年 之 后 最 喜 欢 她 什
么 ？ 我 或 许 可 以 说 ： 同 工 的 关
系。

K K M C 的 同 工 关 系 非 常 健 康 ，
这 不 等 于 人 没 有 软 弱 ； 但 不
论 是 办 公 室 的 关 系 ， 牧 者 的 关
系 、 领 袖 的 关 系 、 弟 兄 姐 妹 的
关 系 、 教 会 与 社 区 的 关 系 ， 我
们 都 成 熟 ， 也 很 单 纯 ， 这 是 真
于 社 群 的 基 础 ， 是 我 可 以 开 心
事奉的地方。

我希望在 K K M C实现的目标
是：
我 已 经 和 华 语 崇 拜 的 领 袖 们
说 ： 我 们 要 建 立 主 的 门 徒 ， 传
福 音 是 我 们 的 呼 召 ， 我 们 领 袖
存 在 的 目 的 就 是 树 立 榜 样 ， 让
新血可以接棒。我们都有7年后
的 目 标 ， 不 论 在 个 人 与 教 会 服
侍 。 对 我 而 言 ， 华 语 崇 拜 肯 定
是 K K M C 要 向 华 人 讲 华 语 和 基
层 人 士 传 福 音 的 事 工 ， 我 的 希
望 是 两 年 后 华 语 华 语 崇 拜 有 年
轻的新领袖接棒，7年后我希望
看 见 华 语 崇 拜 的 领 袖 可 以 群 策
群 力 ， 独 当 一 面 ， 为 主 的 事 工
懂 得 事 奉 与 生 活 。 我 希 望 华 语
崇 拜 不 论 老 幼 都 热 爱 传 福 音 ，
作主耶稣的真门徒。
 
关于王宝荣的趣闻
我 最 开 心 的 时 候 ： 会 友 听 道 行
道 
我最怕的：圣灵离开我。
我 引 以 为 荣 的 ： 自 己 得 福 音 的
果子。 
最喜欢的爱好或消遣: 羽球、踏
脚车及大自然 。
人们会惊讶地知道: 我是个自己
动手做的人。哈哈…  
我 最 喜 欢 的 食 物 ： 妈 妈 煮 的 加
里鸡及炒米粉。 哈哈… 
在我死之前，我想: 环游世界… 
因 为 我 一 直 是 井 底 之 蛙 （ 山
龟）。哈哈…
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FLORAL WORKSHOP

Hands-On Floral Workshop

The Floral Ministry is one of the ministries in the church 
that works quietly and faithfully behind the scenes with 
beautiful decorations of flowers that greet us when we step 
into the Church for worship every Sunday. 

KKMC is blessed with many faithful florists serving 
tirelessly with Mrs Eilleen Chia as the team leader of 
the ministry. Serving almost 30 years and counting as 
our resident florist, Eilleen conducted a hands-on floral 
workshop on 7 December 2019 to share her skills and 
experience to fellow KKMC florists and also to those new 
to flower arrangements. To add on to the excitement, 
there was a mini competition of the floral arrangements 
done by the participants. Ms Evelyn Ng who had served the 
floral ministry for almost 60 years was invited to be the 
judge together with the Rev Kenneth Huang, our Pastor-in-
Charge.  A total of 21 participated and they shared a time 
of fun and also fellowship over lunch. We give thanks to 
God that almost all the new participants joined the floral 
ministry after the workshop.

When you are next in church, do look out for the beautiful 
flower arrangements. It can found in the Sanctuary at the 
chancel area with a grand centerpiece, at the back of the 
Sanctuary, the Chapel and Info-Media counter. You can 
also contribute to the flower arrangement as a way of 
thanksgiving or as a meaningful way to honor or remember 
a loved one if you feel led to.

It was a wonderful experience learning and trying our hands 
at floral arrangement. It was our first time ‘’meddling” with 
these flowers. Eilleen, our instructor, gave us many tips and 
help and our initial worries and embarrassment (of coming 
up with an ugly arrangement) were all gone when we see 
our arrangements slowly come to life. Through this course, 
we also come to learn that God has given every individual 
his/her own unique style and every arrangement is special 
and beautiful. We were also very touched to see the thought 
behind each participant’s finishing touches to their flower 
arrangement. We now appreciate the effort and passion of 
those involved in arranging the flowers in church, and how 
floral arrangement bring praises to God in a beautiful way.

Philip and Lynn Chew
The floral session was fun. We learnt the basic techniques 
of floral arrangement, and how to appreciate the beauty of 
flowers and leaves even the stems! Eilleen was very patient, 
and gave us confidence to be free in our designs. My daughter 
Rachel and I also enjoyed the warm fellowship that morning. 

Corinne Tan
Attending the floral workshop was a great way to meet 
and fellowship with fellow church-goers whom I wouldn’t 
have otherwise had the opportunity to. I’ve had previous 
experience in floral work before, but the workshop gave me 
new insights and allowed me to work with different material 
than I usually would have. The best part though – using God’s 
creations to beautify the church, even if it was just for a day.

Rachel TanEvelyn Ng (Left)  and Eilleen Chia (right)  inspecting the participants' arrangements Corrine (right) and Rachel

Saturday 7 December  2019

The presence of flowers in the sanctuary on Sunday mornings 
adds beauty and warmth to our weekly gatherings for worship as a 
congregation. They are a fragrant offering to God who created them.
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HOLY LAND STUDY TOUR

KKMC Holy Land Study Tour 2019

Not only do we believe, but thirty of 
us (29 participants plus Larry Tan our 
tour organizer) took a journey back in 
time in Bible land to seek the footsteps 
of our Lord. This was KKMC’s Holy 
Land Study Tour (HLST) 2019, planned 
and led by Pastor Kenneth, from 24 
November to 4 December 2019. 

The HLST was more than just an 
overseas trip. The objective of this study 
tour was to enhance our understanding 
of events and persons in the Bible 
through ‘experience’ on location, so 
as to gain a clearer appreciation of the 
hand of our Sovereign God at work 
throughout history.

Our group was specially blessed 
to also have with us Eliahu, or Eli 
for short, a local guide from Israel 
during the study tour.  He is a 
messianic Jew with a deep conviction 
in the faith, who possesses an in-
depth knowledge of the Bible record, 

24 November to 4 December
Oon Chye and Pastor Kenneth

We saw thee not when thou didst come
To this poor world of sin and death;
Nor yet beheld thy cottage home,

In that despised Nazareth;
But we believe thy footsteps trod

Its streets and plains, thou Son of God
(from Hymn “We Saw Thee Not”)

the Christian faith, Jewish beliefs, 
the land of Israel, her neighbouring 
countries, and the tensions in the 
region.  At many points during our 
tour, Eli enriched our experience 
by making Bible passages linked to 
certain locations come alive, and 
exhorting us with sermonettes.

This, together with the Five Senses 
Method of bible study (which 
participants who have completed 
the Disciple I programme would 
be familiar with), helped us travel 
back in time to ‘watch’ scenes like 
David’s confrontation with King Saul 
at Ein Gedi; or the Samarian priests 
sacrificing at the altar of the golden 
calf in the city of Dan; or Jesus and 
His disciples in the upper room 
for the Last Supper; or the loving 
sacrifice of Jesus on Golgotha and 
the laying of His body in the Garden 
Tomb; or Peter remorseful as he was 
restored to the service of the Lord by 

the Sea of Galilee; or Paul standing 
trial before Felix in Caesarea.

However, it was not just serious 
learning all the time.  There were 
times of relaxation and fun, such as 
‘swimming’ on the Dead Sea; tasting 
interesting food, including a meal in 
a tent restaurant; visits to the local 
markets and shopping; and camel 
rides.  Especially precious were the 
close interactions we had, and times 
of sharing of lessons we learnt, with 
one another during the ten days, 
something which we hardly have 
time to do in Singapore.

Beyond doubt, the HLST 2019 was a 
most memorable time for everyone 
involved.  It is our prayer that this will 
lead to the desired outcome of growth 
in our discipleship, accompanied by 
greater faithfulness and devotion to 
God in seeking to live for Jesus by the 
power of the Holy Spirit.  

Reflections by participants on the Study Tour:

It was a wonderful spiritual 
experience to read scriptures 
pertaining to each place of visit, to 
pray and to sing hymns and I feel 
truly blessed to be on this study 
tour. Walking on the shores of 
Galilee and the many places where 
Jesus walked and preached touched 
me deeply as I am reminded of our 
call to be Faithful Disciples who love 
God and who will minister to His 
people despite the many challenges 
and distractions of life. I pray that 
God will help me to be obedient 
and to use everything that I have 
learnt and experienced on this trip 
to bless others. I know I will never 
read or hear God’s Word in the 
same way.

My own reflection is that though I have experienced the physical tour of 
the sites of our Lord and Saviour, the end of the tour is not the end but the  
beginning of my spiritual journey with Him as His Holy Spirit guides, leads 
and admonishes me if need be, so that 'little by little' I am transformed 
into His likeness till I meet Him face to face to hear Him say 'Good and 
faithful servant of the Faith'.

The part of the trip that had the biggest impact on me was the boat ride on 
the Sea of Galilee which was so peaceful but we know from the Bible that 
the disciples had a rough ride on that same sea. Just like them we also can 
be paralysed by fear when something unexpected happens. Jesus said to 
the disciples “Do not be afraid” because he is in control. We need to also 
believe that in our lives when we go through difficult times.

This was my second trip to Israel, the first being in 2016. This is my main 
take-away of this trip -  It is not the sites I visited again or the sites that were 
new to me, but it is Jesus keeping His word.  We won’t know exactly when 
He will return but Jesus keeps His promises, all of them.

Cecilia

Florence

Molly

Teck Hock

Eli - our guide in the Holy Land At the ancient city of Dan
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It felt like being brought back to the many different eras in the bible to be 
seen, felt and told at where the surroundings can be sensed with the various 
bible verses and stories being unveiled right in front of me…The visit to Ein 
Gedi where David tried to hide from Saul (1 Samuel 24). The trekking through 
the caves and finally to see the oasis there, shows God’s love, protection 
and provisions for David…Having tasted the fresh vegetables, tasty meat 
(including fish) and sweet fruits (oranges, persimmons, dates) looking at how 
they were planted and taken care of (with the limited rain) makes me feel that 
God’s provision is always sufficient.

Every site which we have visited is in unity, narrating a common theme of a 
love story: For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16). I 
am truly blessed to have this opportunity to physically experience the many 
walks of our Lord Jesus and His ministry works on earth, to fulfil the great 
rescue plan by God himself for all human mankind that is to free us from the 
bondage of sins and death of this world.

It was at the site of the Garden of Gethsemane where Eli was delivering one of 
his many mini lectures that struck a disturbing note in me. He was recounting 
the pre-crucifixion moments of the Lord and how Jesus came to the garden to 
pray for the cup of “wrath/suffering” to be removed from him and yet He was 
still willing to go to the cross for our sins. The main takeaway for me is that 
we often overlook our so-called daily minor transgressions and to Him we 
would go in prayer at the end of each day to seek forgiveness for the day’s 
sins. But I now realized that this “one day sin” is for my Lord “a thousand 
days” to bear and this gave me much to ponder and reflect upon. So I thank 
the Lord for His unfailing love.

Through this trip, the Bible has come alive. I had a little glimpse of the 
terrain that Jesus had to walk from Capernaum to Jerusalem. I saw the Sea 
of Galilee where Jesus had called his disciples. Also imagined the hustle and 
bustle of activities that took place in the temple and Jesus had to retreat to 
Gethsemane to pray before he was betrayed by Judas Iscariot. Personally, a 
few sites that are memorable to me are the Gideon Spring where God chose 
300 men to defeat the 135000 Midianites (Judges 6-7); the other place is the 
Sea of Galilee where we took a boat ride. I looked in awe at the hills around 
the sea, imagined Jesus calling His disciples to follow him, overflowing fishes 
being caught and the calming of the storm. Pastor Kenneth had reminded us 
that going on the Holy Land Study Trip would not make us any holier than 
others. Yes, indeed, I feel so inadequate in my Bible knowledge. But fret not, 
just like the local guide who said ‘little by little’, I will read more of the Word, 
apply the teachings and serve in areas that God has put me.

Gideon’s spring especially created 
a deep impression on me, not only 
because of the beautiful scenery, but 
because of the way the Scriptures 
mentioned how God helped Gideon 
to choose 300 men from 32,000 to 
fight the enemies of Israel. God is 
greater than anyone else, and so I 
must always claim the promise that 
with God on my side, who do I fear 
(Ps 118:6). Eli also reminded us that 
the weapons are not the ones which 
protect us during war but it is God 
Almighty who protects us. I also 
loved the natural setting under olive 
trees where Eli took us through 
the reading of the Bible, reminding 
me of how Jesus taught groups of 
people everywhere He went also in 
natural settings.

I ended this tour with great 
joy, peace, gratefulness and 
thankfulness, having benefited a 
lot spiritually. This trip was blessed 
with God’s divine protection and 
wisdom, good health and good 
weather. I am awe struck by the 
strong connectivity of Israel’s 
historical sites to bible verses. 
With materials provided by Pastor 
Kenneth and his timely highlights 
coupled with the sharing given by 
Eli, I gained a deeper understanding 
of God’s love, mercy and grace 
on Israel and on my personal 
life.  I truly experienced the Bible 
becoming very much alive. This is 
indeed a memorable trip. It spurs in 
me the desire to know more, to love 
more and to serve more Jesus, my 
Messiah, Son of the living God.

We were not just tourists, but 
primarily interested 'students' of the 
bible and fellow pilgrims seeking a 
deeper understanding of our faith 
and God made all the difference. 
There is so much to learn, to see 
and to reflect on. Confronted by the 
evidence from biblical archaeology 
and learning about the interlocking 
backgrounds of history, geography, 
culture and politics of the day and 
the impact these had on the sites 
visited brought to live the biblical 
narratives of places and events we 
read about. For instance, having 
heard about Peter’s encounter with 
Cornelius at Caesarea helped me 
understand better why God chose 
the city to plant the first seeds of 
the Gentile mission.

Jubilee & Grace

Ann

Mae

Caroline

Patrick & Yin Heng

Yew Tin

Sharon

Tel Dan Nature Reserve

Renewal of Marriage 
Vows at Cana

Sailing the 
Sea of Galiliee
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Visiting the Garden of Gethsemane and the tomb where Jesus was thought 
to have been laid was surreal. I was reminded of how Jesus submitted to the 
Father’s will and endured the most horrible things for us sinners, so that 
we might be reconciled to God. I am reminded that Jesus paid a huge price 
for us, and we must therefore take our sins seriously and turn from them. 
Remembering Jesus’ death also reminds me to truly live for Him, and to share 
the Gospel with friends and family who are not yet saved. This Holy Land 
trip has indeed been a privilege but we remember that because of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, we now have the Holy Spirit living in us. It is not 
the place that is important but Christ that lives in us, and we can worship 
Him anywhere and anytime. I am thankful for everyone who has made this 
trip so meaningful especially Pastor Kenneth, Eli, Larry and the fellowship of 
everyone on this tour.

Walking into the ancient city of Tel 
Dan along the luscious greens and 
the sound of running water that 
soon gave way to the ruins of the 
city, I felt a sense of awe that this 
city must have been like a paradise 
in its day. Soon, listening to Eli and 
Pastor Kenneth, the destruction of 
the city and its inhabitants poses a 
lesson for all Christians. The lull into 
an alternate mindset for whatever 
reasons of conveniences or ‘short 
cuts’ brought the place and it’s 
people to ruins. As Pastor remarked, 
“pretty soon, generations lost touch 
with the true meaning and faith” and 
made up their own justifications that 
became a norm further bringing them 
away from God’s words. This reminds 
me that we can stray from the true 
way, lose our faith and find excuses 
for ourselves. I must be on guard and 
seek to walk closer to God. Like the 
path into Tel Dan, walking with Jesus 
is a narrow path and we should be 
careful that we can and will stray. 

Rachel

Arthur

Judean desert

The Western Wall at nightWe ate well a ll the time!Waterfall at En-Gedi

Photos courtesy of Tanguy Lim
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KKMC Care Ministry  Reflect  our God’s Goodness

The Perfect  Gift  For Christmas Is Jesus Christ  

Gabriel Liew

Leo Samuel

Bishop Emeritus Wee Boon Hup said, “After I 
became a Christian, I found out that God expects 
me to be a witness of how good He is. Doing 
social concerns is simply that – doing good work 
to reflect our God’s goodness. As Methodists, 
we have a special emphasis on social concerns 
because this lies at the very root of Methodism.” 
(MWS, Uncommon Voices, issue 02//2014, Pg 8)

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church's (KKMC) Care 
Ministry was set up in 2011. The Care Team volunteers 
visit church members who are home bound, hospitalised 
or in nursing homes. The visits normally take place on 
Fridays and Sundays. Jane Long who has been with the 
Care Ministry from day one said, "Our aim is to show love 
and care to needy members, especially those who are 
frail, unwell or unable to come to church." 

The ministry of the Care Team enables our members who 
are unable to come to church because of illness to continue 
being part of the KKMC community. This is Authentic 
Community in action. The visits are also a means of grace 
– a phrase John Wesley used to refer to “ordinary channels 
which convey the grace of God to the souls of men.”

John Wesley and his Methodist Movement took Jesus’ 
Parable of the Sheep and the Goats in Matthew 25:31-46 
seriously. Following from Jesus saying, “…I was sick and 
you looked after me…” (Matthew 25:36), John Wesley 
taught that all who are to inherit the kingdom and all 
who are in health should not neglect to visit the sick.

On 14 December 2019, the Care Team and the Celestial 
Choir were ministers of God’s grace when they brought 
Christmas cheer by carolling in the homes of a few of our 
home bound members. 

Kim Hong, whose father Steven was one of those visited, 
said, "The carolling capture a loving and faithful ministry 
of care and partnership between the Celestial Choir and 
the Care Team. My family looks forward each year to 
the gifts of joy and fellowship they share with all of us, 
especially my father. My father's cognition is extremely 
scant at this stage of his experience of the dementia 
disease.  Despite this, the resounding singing of "Silent 
Night" stimulated him to follow in his own way to the 
singing of the chorus. He was also aware that friends had 
come to visit him. Thank you for remembering us."

The cheer they brought extended beyond the homes visited. 
Ms Nancy Lim, daughter of Mr Lim Siam Mong who is living 
with a stroke, wrote, “(Even) my neighbour commented that 
the carollers sang very well. Thank you so much!”

Pray that God will continue to inspire our Care Team and 
give them the joy and energy in their visitation. We also 
thank our Celestial Choir for their invaluable ministry.

If you would like to find out more about the Care 
Ministry, please contact Pastor Gabriel at 9138 1361 or 
gabriel@kkmc.org.sg.

K KMC Care Team and Celestia l Choir carolling

Tamil Ministry Programme for Migrant Workers
Christmas is associated with giving. We 
give gifts to our loved ones and people 
in need. This is because we have 
received the perfect gift, Jesus Christ. 
A few years back, KKMC Tamil Ministry 
realised their responsibility in sharing 
God’s Christmas gift with others. 

So, we organised a Christmas Day 
outreach program for Tamil-speaking 
migrant workers. This the outreach 
program has continued every year 
and has witnessed good growth.

Last year, I was given the opportunity 
to lead the Christmas Day outreach 

programme. Initially I was concerned 
that many people who had help run 
the programme in previous years 
were travelling back to India for 
Christmas celebrations with their 
families. But thanks be to God, 
last December’s outreach program 
turned out to be a great success.  
God reminded me that He was the 
one who was ultimately in charge. 

God raised many church members 
who were thankful to be given 
such opportunities to the spread 
the Word of His kingdom. Everyone 
experienced the grace of God as we 

worked untiringly to achieve the goal 
to bring people to the Lord.

The program started with lunch. The 
responses were overwhelming. We 
had to stop inviting the passersby 
from outside our church as we ran 
out of food in about 15 minutes. 

More than 200 people joined us for 
lunch. Though some left after the 
good Christmas Lunch, more than 150 
guests attended the Christmas service. 

Our Tamil Ministry members 
presented a skit on the Love of God Photos courtesy of Tanguy Lim
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Tamil Ministry  Christmas Carolling Selson

Youth Camp 2019

and His transforming power. This 
showed the reason for Jesus’s birth, 
that He came to save us from our sins.

Rev. Moses boldly and clearly 
proclaimed that there is only one 
God and His name is Jesus Christ. He 
quoted an ancient Tamil poet who 
sang about the attributes of God and 
showed how those attributes were 
found in Jesus Christ – the One true 

One of the highlights of the Christmas 
season in the Tamil Ministry is house-
to-house carolling.

Last December, around 30 carollers 
visited the homes of our church 
members to bless them with carols, 
the reading of the Christmas story 
and prayers. 

We went carolling on two nights. On 
7 December 2019, we visited homes 
in Sengkang and the surrounding 
area. The next time, we went carolling 
in Jurong on 14 December 2019. The 
church members whom we visited 
welcomed us to their homes with 
warm fellowship and delicious food. 

Spirits were high and we sang not 
only in the homes we visited but also 
in the bus along the way. The bond 
of fellowship enriched us all as we 
enjoyed ourselves.

God. More than 25 people responded 
when an altar call was made. 

At the end of the programme, each 
guest received a New Testament 
Bible and door gifts. The seed has 
been sown and the work of follow-
up must now begin. May God help 
the church members to follow-up on 
each of the participants.

Please pray that the Word will take 
root in the hearts of our guests and 
that it will bear fruits in due time.

The children who joined the carollers were 
tireless, staying with us until we visited the 
last home. A church member dressed as Santa 
Claus entertained the children in homes we 
visited, and distributed gifts. 

Some of our church members had 
invited their non-Christian friends to 
their homes to enjoy the carolling. 
They heard carols sung and the 
Word of God read. It was a wonderful 
experience for all.

Kegan Ang Chairman, Youth Ministry
Youth Camp 2019 was held 
on 26 to 29 December 2019 
at the BB/GB Sembawang 
Campsite attended by close to 
80 campers (youth and adult 
leaders). The camp focused 
on the theme of Authentic 
Community, with the camp title 
“Akin” as we considered how we 
could establish relationships 
with God and one another.

“Akin” had a two-fold meaning 
for our consideration. The first 
was that we are akin (of similar 
character) to Christ, which 
we work on everyday – to be 
more like Jesus. The second is 

that we are a kin to each other 
by the blood of Christ, which 
makes us family.

Our camp speaker was Pastor 
Tay Kay Leong and together 
we explored how we could 
build an authentic community 
from the book of Colossians.

Praise God for a blessed time 
of learning and fellowship 
over the four days of camp. In 
the following pages you will 
find some praise reports from 
the campers and the camp 
committee. We hope you will 
be blessed.
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Jason Tan Chairperson, Youth Camp 2019
When the Youth Camp 2019 organising committee 
considered the camp theme of Authentic Community, it 
quickly realised that building an authentic community 
was more than just teaching our youths to say words of 
encouragement and do random acts of kindness. Building 
an Authentic Community involved time, patience, 
resources, sacrifice and most of all, intentionality. It 
was about adopting a lifestyle that puts ourselves in 
positions of discomfort and challenges us to look beyond 
ourselves and into the well-being of others.
 
Building an authentic community was more than 
something we do during a 4-day Youth Ministry holiday 
program. If we were serious about building an authentic 
community where people felt welcomed, loved, connected, 
included, heard and comfortable, then the camp could 
not be a stand alone programme but a catalyst to spark 
a movement. Authenticity doesn’t happen by chance, it is 
the collective agreement of everyone that more can and 
should be done to go deeper and further.
 
To drive home the theme, we organised programmes that 
had not been done in previous camps. We are not sure 
how the campers would respond and certainly did not 
know what to expect. In fact for a while, it seemed that 
things were pulling in different directions. But amidst the 
chaos, there was an assurance that God was in control. 

We were reminded after the first day that this community 
was His and only God could cause the breakthrough.
 
During the camp, we emphasised that whatever we have 
learnt and explored was only the start of a journey in 
building, laying foundations and cultivating habits that 
will lead to becoming an authentic community. 

Many campers gave positive feedback. Some realised 
that issues existed within their communities and they 
needed to address them. Others realised the importance 
of investing in each others’ lives. They became aware 
that they had to be real and had to develop connections 
through meaningful conversation. Many recognised the 
immense work needed to build an authentic community 
and have begun to ask: “where can I start?”
 
In all of this, God has been good and faithful. In the book 
of Colossians, we learned that Christ is the supreme 
head over all and is the reason why we can exist in 
community. We are bonded by a commonality in Christ. 
Because we belong to God, we belong to each other.

I hope those who did not attend the Youth Camp will also 
be able to learn what we have, and together, we can build 
an authentic community in KKMC to the glory of God.
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Group picture outside Wesley Methodist Church, Penang, on 10 Aug 2018

Julian Tay Camp Committee, Youth Camp 2019

Jon Sim Camp Committee, Youth Camp 2019

Ethan Chin Youth 1 Camper, Youth Camp 2019

Rachel Yeo 
Camp Committee, Youth Camp 2019

This youth camp was a special one for me not only because I was part of 
the camp organising committee but also because the camp was different 
from my previous camps. Apart from learning the word of God through the 
book of Colossians, we were impressed about the importance of authentic 
community, and how we might come together to realise this vision. This 
camp demostrated to me that sharing and learning about God with one 
another in an authentic community is so much better than doing it alone.

I had the opportunity to be the camp commandant and it was 
very hectic and stressful. But I eventually learnt to let go of trying 
to manage every aspect of the camp and let God do the work of 
changing lives and building an authentic community. The camp 
committee also witnessed how God was working. I learned that 
we can only do God’s work when we continually seek His strength, 
wisdom and direction. If we wanted to do His ministry, we must 
first of all through prayer and daily devotion understand more of 
the character of God. The theme talks and sharing sessions saw 
the whole Youth Ministry bare open their hearts before God and 
one another.

God’s hand was obvious in many ways, from the planning, to the 
execution and especially in the night when we had “Open Hearts” 
and a Campfire. That night we had time to reconcile with God 
and with one another. We confessed our sins to God and to one 
another and pledged to help keep each other accountable.

Youth Camp 2019 was a truly enlightening experience for me. 

The camp theme was ‘Akin’, and one of the sermons preached by 
Pastor Kay Leong was about being Akin to the change in Christ. 
That meant to have a completely new life in Christ because our old 
self had died and a new one had been raised up with Him.

I had managed to do well in school and this gave me a good 
reputation among my peers. However, the sermon gave me a rude 
awakening to the realities of the world. What was the point of 
having this amazing facade in the eyes of the world and be highly 
regarded in society if I was not walking in the way of Christ. All I 
had achieved were God-given. What God gives, He can take away. 
The only thing I should be proud of is my identity in Him. 

Since, then, you have been raised 
with Christ, set your hearts on 

things above, where Christ is, seated 
at the right hand of God.

Colossians 3:1

Planning a camp is hard. Therefore, as one of 
the camp committee members, I was anxious 
and afraid, to say the least. I was anxious that 
something might not turn out as we hoped for 
and afraid that the campers would not enjoy 
this camp. But, throughout the whole process, 
our theme verse was a constant reminder for 
me to push on and set my heart not on things 
on earth but on things above. I was pleasantly 
surprised to find out that everyone got along 
well with one another and that really warmed 
my heart. From the games to the meal times 
to the pockets of time in between, the bonds 
forged among the campers put a smile on my 
face. The theme talks by Pastor Tay’s were 
interactive, eye opening and enjoyable. The 
camp turned out to be what we had hoped for 
– a camp that was fun and at the same time, an 
authentic community among the youths which 
was supportive and genuine. I felt a sense of 
pride that I had a part in planning for this camp. 
 
I am so grateful for all the campers and 
committee for making this camp special 
to me and for God, for always blessing our 
time together, granting us good weather and 
meaningful conversations.
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Lim Meng Han
Social Worker, KKFSCHear Me Out   A Voice of our Youths

Joseph Tan Youth 3 Camper, Youth Camp 2019

The 2019 Youth Camp was the first time I attended 
an entire Youth Camp. I invited my friend Nelson for 
the camp, but was concerned if he could forge new 
relationships with other people.

I was looking forward to knowing all my group mates, 
namely Timothy Lai and Sue-Ann Ho who were the new 
P6s then, and Gabriel Ting and Julien Tan, who were Sec 
2 and 4. I heard of their names before from my family 
members, but did not meet them prior to the Youth 
Camp. But through the camp I got to know a little more 
about each of them, as well as the rest of my group. 

One thing about the camp I looked forward to were the 

On 26 December 2019, 17 
youths put on a play titled, 
Hear Me Out, to an audience 
of parents and social service 
practitioners. It was the 
culmination of four months 
of hard work and training by 
staff from Kampong Kapor 
Family Service Centre (KKFSC) 
and Beyond Social Services 
(BSS). BSS is a charity dedicated to 
helping children and youths from 
less privileged backgrounds break 
away from the poverty cycle.

Youth Stories is a collaborative 
project piloted by KKFSC and 
BSS using community theatre as 
a platform to empower youths to 
have their stories heard. In Youth 
Stories, we created a safe and non-
judgemental space and facilitated 
conversations with youths through 
different creative methods. The 
youths were then invited to share 
their interactions with drugs in their 
daily lives. 

We created a fictional character, 
Halimi, who was around the same 
age as the youth. Halimi’s life story 
was written by the youth, enabling 
the youth to project their joys and 
woes, happy memories and negative 
influences in the life of this fictional 
character. The youths also wore the 
shoes of Halimi and wrote journals 
from Halimi’s perspective. Lastly, 
they were asked to write letters of 
encouragement for Halimi.

games. Two games stood out for me as they taught  
important life skills like communication, cooperation and 
dependence on God.

For Nelson, the camp was a great opportunity for him 
to make new friends. Although he is usually not socially 
interactive, he did open up. Our group got to know him 
and accepted him as he was. At the close of the camp, 
Nelson shared that he had never felt so accepted in a 
community.

I enjoyed the camp and getting to know everyone. I look 
forward to hanging out with this beautiful bunch of 
brothers and sisters in Christ.

Through these exercises, we distilled 
stories of strained relationships 
and rejections after good intentions 
fell on deaf ears. We heard stories 
of trauma when family members 
witnessed their loved ones being 
arrested for drug use; of hurt when 
family members and friends chose 
drugs over relationships; and of 
resignation and rejection in letting 
the law take over the caregiving. 
Conversely too, we saw stories of 
hope for a restoration of relationship; 
faith in changing for the better 
when given a second chance; and 
unyielding love for those whom the 
youths cared about.

With these stories, we co-wrote a 
script with the youths. BSS staff, 
Izzaty and Sobi, provided the 
technical inputs such as stage 

directions and acting techniques for 
greater impact to the audience. For 
many of our youths, stage acting was 
a new experience. Many persevered 
through the hours of training and 
repetitions. Some of the older youths 
took on leadership roles in coaching 
the younger ones and acted as 
co-facilitators during the training 
sessions.

The play sparked a conversation 
among the audience, who 
acknowledged the need for positive 
relationship building, and that good 
intentions by systems and caregivers 
may end up turning away those who 
we try to help. As a pilot project, 
Youth Stories ended in 2019 with 
a food for thought for all those 
involved and sets the stage for more 
reflective stories to come.
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CHRISTMAS BLESSING AT LITTLE INDIA

Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong

God Surprised Us

Kampong Kapor Methodist Church kicked-off her 125th 
anniversary celebrations in 2019 with the theme, "Rejoice in 
the Lord Always". On 21 December 2019, the final event of 
these celebrations was the Christmas Blessing at Little India, 
with the theme, "Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong". 

This theme was brought forth in four different ways, 
"Kampong Joy", "Kampong Care", "Kampong Friends", and 
"Kampong Home". They represented four different venues 
to bless the residents, businesses, and migrant workers 
within our community. 

Kampong Joy was held at the carpark opposite KKMC 
and consisted of carnival games and activities including 
amusement rides for kids, snack booths, stage 
performances and Hip-Hop dance sessions. 

Kampong Care at the void deck of Blk 635 provided 
services such as foot massage, hair and nail cutting, and 
scam prevention talks by the Singapore Police Force. 
There were also stage performances, exercise and sing-
along sessions. Dinner was also provided.

Kampong Friends saw KKMC’s social hall transformed 
into a warm and friendly café where food and drinks were 
served for free. Guests could hang their “wish” card on 
the Christmas tree for prayers from church members. 
Activities for young and old included art jamming, musical 
workshops, and performances by our choirs, organist, 

Mandarin Ministry and Sheila Ann Smith. Dinner was 
followed by Caroling with Friends, a Christmas candlelight 
service conducted in English, Mandarin and Tamil.

Kampong Home at The Unfailing Light (TUL) catered 
primarily to the needs of migrant workers. There were 
dental and eye screening sessions, medical consultations, 
talks on "How to Help Someone in Debt?" and the 
screening of an Indian movie. The program ended with a 
briyani dinner.

In total, 1,900 people in Little India were blessed by these 
exciting activities. We distributed 1,000 dinner packets to 
the residents and migrant workers. 90 migrant workers 
were blessed with dental screening, eye screening and 
health consultation services. 79 prayer requests from the 
public were hung on the Christmas tree.

We are most grateful for support from the Singapore 
Police Force, the Kampong Glam Rowell Court Residents’ 
Committee and the many vendors within Little India 
who participated in this event. They helped enhance 
community bonding. As a church, we are also proud of 
our 260 congregation members who served in different 
areas to assist in the running of this event. 

To God be the glory.

A week before Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong, months 
of planning and work threatened to be unravelled by a 
series of events beyond our control. Pastors Kay Leong and 
Gabriel looked calm on the outside while trying to manage 
the situation, but inside, they were ruffled. Yet through it 
all, they saw God working in ways that only God can.
 
Pastor Kay Leong: It was five days before the event 
and though we had done all the necessary works of 
preparation and publicity, we were uncertain of the turn-

out on that day. Persistent rainfall throughout December 
made my heart sink. I did not know what to expect on 
that day and could only look up to God with desperation 
and prayers.  

Pastor Gabriel: My heart sank when I was told that we 
could not use the Blk 635 pavilion for our Kampong Care 
programme because of a wake. We knew that that was 
a possibility even though we had booked the pavilion 
months ahead. Our contingency plan was to hold the 
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Han Lu

event at the Block 635 void deck, but that venue was 
much smaller and pillars obstructed the stage. There was 
also no water point there and there was not enough space 
for all the activities we had planned. We therefore prayed 
that there would be no funeral that week. When news 
came that the pavilion was needed for a wake just before 
our event, we did not understand why but we continued 
to put our trust in God.  

Pastor Kay Leong: Moving the Kampong Care event to a 
smaller void deck that was undersized for the programmes 
felt like another big blow when we were already hard-
pressed on every side.

Having said a prayer and composed myself, Pastor Gabriel 
and I went to survey the site. Time was not on our side to 
make drastic changes. But very quickly, by the sovereign 
hand of God, we managed to secure an open space next 
to the void deck, and a vendor to erect tentage for the 
event. But we knew the limitations because we would not 
be able to utilise every bit of space under the tentage due 
to the grass patch beside the open space. 

Pastor Gabriel: On the day before the event, James, 
the Chairperson of the Kampong Glam Rowell Court 
Residents’ Committee (RC) surprised us with a creative 
solution. The stage could be erected on the grass patch, 
thus making more space available. Moreover, the RC was 
so touched by our passion to bring joy to the Community 
that they sponsored the building of a stage. This changed 
the seating arrangement so that the audience could see 
the stage performances without being blocked by the 
pillars. When Mayor Denise Phua saw the changes, she 
was full of praise for our church programmes and the 
new arrangements. Indeed, “We know that all things work 
together for good for those who love God, who are called 
according to his purpose”. (Romans 8:28).

Pastor Kay Leong: We thank God for the contractor who was 
so helpful in providing additional materials because of the 
change in layout. They worked into the night to set up the 
stage. That evening when I visited the void deck, I was utterly 

amazed by the layout of the stage; in particular, the small 
natural plants growing on the grass patch now decorated 
and lined the front of the stage. This change in the stage 
orientation was the game-changer. God surprised us with a 
layout that had not been used before, enabling us to make 
full use of the available space. Indeed, it was a blessing in 
disguise. As the Apostle Paul said, "We are hard pressed on 
every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair”  
(2 Corinthians 4:8).

We witnessed another miracle that God had done 
through the Christmas community event. As a result, we 
are pleased to serve about 300 residents on the day. 
86 residents were blessed with foot reflexology by 11 
volunteers; 35 people came for the haircut services, and 
15 people received the service of nail cutting. We served 
snacks, drinks and 300 dinners at the venue. We are so 
proud of the 30 volunteers from the church serving in 
various capacities.

To God be the glory.

Combined Girls' Brigade & Boys' Brigade bagpipe band

韩路姐妹
庆祝活动前两天，大家都忙得不亦乐乎。有邀请身边
朋友和邻里来欢聚的弟兄姐妹，有在邻里进行行军祷
告的弟兄姐妹，也有安排各个活动场所事宜并做服侍
的弟兄姐妹，也有统计招募义工的弟兄姐妹……

甘榜的朋友作为主会场在当天迎来了不计其数的朋友
们，每一位到场的朋友还都收到了一份精美的礼品。
为了迎接他们的到来，会场准备了咖啡、茶、点心、
饭菜、小吃等等美味可口的食物，家脸上都洋溢着喜
悦的表情，包括我和我的同事们。就在来教会的前十
分钟，一同放工的同事问我接下来休息有什么安排，
就这样，作为义工的一份子我很顺其自然的邀请他们
来参加此次活动。我们一同分享着教会为我们准备的
食物，同时为她们介绍教会以及询问他们对基督教对
耶稣的了解。

Prior to the “Christmas Blessing at Little India”, we 
actively reached out to the nearby community. We also 
held prayer walks in the vicinity to seek God’s blessing 
for this day-long event. The actual turn out on 21 
December 2019 was massive. Praise the Lord!  

I invited my colleagues to join me at the “Kampong Care” 
event held at Block 635. We thoroughly enjoyed the 
wonderful performances and interactive mass workout. 
The church volunteers’ hearty and genuine services were 
truly a manifestation of God’s great love.   

We then moved to the carnival (Kampong Joy) held 
opposite the church premises. Many exciting and fun 
games, rides and performances brought much cheer 

Kampong Care - Cherubim choir singing

Kampong Care stage setup

KAMPONG CARE
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之后我们一同来到甘榜的关爱这个会场。在这里，会
场为大家准备了精彩的歌唱与舞蹈表演活动，带领大
家一起做运动。更加有爱的是，教会请义工们为大家
带来剪指甲，做脚底按摩，剪头发等服务。他们无私
的爱心奉献无时无刻不体现出主爱的同在。

接着，我们来到了甘榜的喜乐会场。这里是每个人的
乐园，各种活动目不暇接，整个会场的气氛活力四
射！有各样的嘉年华游乐设施，以及教会人员用心安
排得类型丰富的游戏项目。有爆米花以及各种可口的
小吃，以及让人新潮澎湃的舞蹈和音乐表演。教会还
特别邀请了新加坡中区市长潘丽萍女士为我们分享她
信主的经历见证以及感受等，让大家颇为收益。我也
和同事们参与其中，沉浸其中，享受着这美好的一
切。整个下午大家都过得都非常的充实和快乐。

很快我们又迎来了晚上圣殿的报佳音活动。庄严肃穆
的圣殿坐满了不同种族不同国家的会众，大家都拿着
圣灯随着管风琴优美的声音一同敬拜祷告。

我知道，此次庆祝圣诞活动在邻里能够顺利圆满的进
行和结束，都是因着主那数不清的恩典以及天父他的
大能和大爱。每时每刻都让我们感受到主与我们同
在，哈利路亚！

期待下一个庆祝圣诞在临里活动的到来，让我们可以
看到更多更多的弟兄姐们与我们同在，与教会同在，
与主同在！一切荣耀归于上帝，阿们！

and Christmas joy to all. Above all, I was particularly 
reassured by Mayor Denise Phua’s testimony.

The celebration continued in the evening. People of 
different races and nationalities congregated at the 
sanctuary. Each of us held a candle, prayed and sang the 
beautiful hymns to the accompaniment of the pipe organ 
and other instruments.

Despite the large scale and logistical challenges, this 
event wouldn’t have been a success without God’s grace 
and blessing. I look forward to more opportunities to 
celebrate Christmas in our community in the future and 
to serve alongside my fellow brothers and sisters. Glory 
to the Lord. Amen!

Kampong Care nail cutting

Mandarin Ministry performing 
an action song

Kampong Care haircut

Elaine, Corrinne and Ronnie 
at the wish tree

Celestial Choir
Kampong Care foot massage

Moses Li

Adelia Low 

李勇弟兄
这样的活动，我还是第一次参与，我被分配到（甘榜
关怀）地点做服侍，亲切友好的与邻里的朋友交谈祝
福！我看到会友们那种孜孜不倦，乐于助人，乐于奉
献爱的精神，真的是令人赞叹不已，心里感到无比的
开心快乐！是的，我们要遵从主耶稣的话语，去爱世
上的每一个人，只有真正的做到爱神，才能做到爱人
如己。感谢上帝爱我们！在此活动期间，不光有丰
富多彩的音乐、歌舞表演节目，还有几个小组组织
的免费为社区朋友及路人们剪头发、做足底按摩、修
剪指甲的服务。他们的服务都超级棒，个个忙的不亦
说乎，还有各种各样精美的礼物赠送给他们。他们的
脸上都绽放出灿烂的笑容，心里都乐开了花。在这次
的服侍工作中，虽然忙得不可开交，但是我一点都没
有感觉到乏累，心中仍充满着动力与激情。感谢主！
为上帝做工，是每个基督徒分内的事，也是彰显神荣
耀的时刻。我们可以为更多的人带去平安与喜乐！送
去最真挚的祝福！也希望更多的人能认清事实，来了
解并认识这位独一真神，相信并接受他成为你们的救
主，而得永生！

你们要亲自体验，就知道耶和华是美善
的；投靠他的人，都是有福的。 诗篇 34:8
阿们！

This was the first time I have participated in this kind of 
activity. I was assigned to help at the “Kampong Care” 
event at Block 635 Rowell Court void deck. My role was 
to befriend the people who came. I was very encouraged 
by the many volunteers from KKMC who served willingly 
and lovingly. Only by the love of God could we love others 
as ourselves. This was demonstrated in the Christmas 
performances and services rendered: foot massage, 
haircut and nail cuttings. The people who received those 
services rewarded us with bright smiles on their faces 
and heartfelt thanks. Flowers bloomed in their hearts. In 
the midst of all the activities, I did not feel tired at all. 
Instead my heart was filled with joy. Serving God brought 
us into a moment of God's glory. We can bring peace 
and joy to more people! May people come to know the 
blessings of God.

Taste and see that the Lord is good, blessed is 
the man who takes refuge in Him.

Psalms 34:8

I was touched by how many residents were unabashedly 
having haircuts and foot massages, while enjoying the 
speeches and music at Kampong Care. They looked like 
they felt so relaxed and at home.
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Kampong Joy face painting

Kampong Care Tamil dance

Kampong Home 
dental checks Kampong Home 

eye check-upsKAMPONG HOME

KAMPONG JOY : Spreading The Joy of Christmas

The Tamil Ministry (TM) had a wonderful time on 21 
December 2019 as we gathered to celebrate Jesus 
Christ, the One who came to save us and be the light in 
our lives!

The TM had the privilege of presenting an Indian classical 
dance at Kampong Care, Kampong Joy and Kampong 
Home. At every venue, the audience were moving to the 
rhythmic beat of the item performed by the kids and 
youth of the Tamil Ministry.

The TM was specially in charge of Kampong Home.  There 
were several health check-ups provided for the migrant 
workers who were in need. Around 90 people benefitted 
from the eye and dental check-ups. 

Steffi Christopher

An Indian short film was screened for the migrant 
workers. Again, the Indian classical dance performed 
by the Tamil Ministry kids and youth brought cheer and 
fond memories for the workers who were far from home.

A talk on “How to Help Someone in Debt?” taught many of 
the migrant workers how to manage their finances. As part 
of the celebration, we fed the community by distributing 
delicious food. Many people enjoyed the food and thereafter 
joined the Carolling with Friends candlelight service.

The TM members were part of a trilingual choir. This was 
the first time the church had a combined carol service in 
English, Mandarin and Tamil. Guests and church members 
alike sang familiar Christmas songs enthusiastically and 
were treated to special songs performed by the Tamil 
Ministry and Chinese Ministry. At the end of the service, 
the choir brought the congregation to their feet as we all 
joined to sing the carol “Sing Noel”.

After the carol service, many people stayed on to greet 
and wish each other well.

By God’s grace, KKMC will become a place of 
gospel joy, relational peace, and flourishing for our 
neighbourhoods and workplaces! I truly believe that our 
anniversary celebrations reflected that motto “Rejoice in 
the Lord always”.

Many people have a warm fuzzy image of Christmas 
celebrated with family and friends over a cosy meal. That 
was exactly what the Enjoy Christmas at the Kampong 
event on Saturday, 21 December 2019 aimed to do – 
except that we expanded the family and friends to 
include the entire neighbourhood around KKMC.

In preparing to host this event, our 45th Girls’ Brigade 
girls also discovered the fulfilment of spreading 
Christmas joy through serving others. 

Alongside three other GB girls from 45th Coy, we 
volunteered to help set up the KKMC social hall for 
Kampong Friends, oversee some stations at Kampong Joy 
and made ourselves available for any ad-hoc needs that may 
arise. The latter included cable-tying signs indicating water 
points outside the church and cleaning dusty surfaces! 

We particularly enjoyed setting up and decorating the big 
Christmas tree at the Social Hall alongside other church 

members. There were so many helping hands – someone 
would cut tape, others went to get additional decorations 
or wire, and it was very heartwarming to see things all 
come together. 

We experienced the same at Kampong Joy. Church 
members came together to set up and serve through 
various activities: guiding children to the animal rides, 
performing through song and dance, making plastic 
keychains and balloons, manning a photo booth, and 
also face painting for kids (and also adults!). When we 
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KAMPONG FRIENDS Salmon Sim Coming Together as One
As one of the organisers for Enjoy Christmas at the 
Kampong, I had the opportunity of seeing how different 
groups of people came together to make this outreach 
event a success. Even more amazing was that each group, 
while fairly independent, coordinated with such precision 
to culminate in over 600 people coming to kCafe. 

When it came to catering food and drinks for the café, 
we decided we would start with F&B vendors located 
around the church. This was because we recognised 
that the neighbourhood around KKMC comprised many 
businesses, and this event would be a good way to engage 
them in building a community together.

Sadly, as I went around talking to the various F&B vendors, 
I heard a common refrain from them – that doing business 
with churches was often a loss-making venture and 
they were reluctant to do it again. Many had a negative 
impression of churches already. Thankfully, when they 
realised our desire to bless the neighbourhood with free 
food and drinks, and that we were willing to pay for their 
food and services, they agreed to work with us and even 

saw that the face-painting station needed extra hands, we 
stepped up despite not having a lot of prior experience.  
I was touched by the way the GB girls asked the kids what 
they wanted painted. The girls tried to meet the requests 
as much as possible, even when some asked for the 
more complicated sparkly unicorns or Spiderman masks. 
We were very heartened by the smiles on the faces of the 
children when they saw the artwork on their faces. 

When it started pouring in the late evening, the girls 
persevered to meet the needs of each and every 
customer. They ensured the kids and their parents were 
seated within the tentage to prevent them from getting 
drenched in the rain, sometimes holding up an umbrella 
for extra shelter. Several times, I asked the girls to take a 
break for food and each time they preferred to continue 
painting with much joy, kindness, and love. 

The heavy rain was, however, seemingly a sign from 
God to seek some rest and eat – it allowed all serving at 
Kampong Joy to have dinner, seek shelter from the rain 
at KKMC itself, and even participate in the Carolling with 
Friends held at the Sanctuary. It was also a sign of God’s 
divine planning and provision: God held back the rain for 
most of the day, but with the heavy evening downpour, 
it called the members of the community into our church 
sanctuary itself, and many ended up staying for the 
carolling service. 

As a relatively “new” member of the church, I also was 
struck by just how many members there were at KKMC 
who were willing to serve. While there was some worry 
during the preparation for the carnival that there would 
not be enough volunteers, the worries were unfounded, 
as many stepped up to be involved. It opened my eyes to 

the impact we can make in our community when we rely 
on God’s provision, and when we come together as one 
church to serve. 

May we at KKMC continue to glorify God through serving 
Him with much joyfulness - and see that Christmas is so 
much more than having a good time with our loved ones: 
He is the reason for the season! 

gave us favourable prices or outright donations! After the 
event, it was heartwarming to hear them say that they 
really enjoyed working with us. The team from Ark Coffee 
even wrote a personal card to thank us for sharing this 
amazing experience with them.

Art Jamming

Mandarin Ministry Carolling

Christmas Candlelight 

Kampong Joy carnival, animal rides, games and activities
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Children’s Ministry and Youth Ministry Mission Discovery Trip

Admittedly, this being the first time organising such a 
large event and café, I was aware that there were many 
aspects that we had not completely worked out. However, 
what I saw on the actual day was most encouraging. Every 
volunteer was single-minded in achieving God’s mission 
and as such, felt empowered to make impromptu decisions 
that ultimately made the event execution flawless. 

The food servers worked out how best to display the food 
on the shelves. The WSCS after seeing how crowded the 

Christmas Candlelight

Distrbuting water bottles 

Sheila 
Ann 
Smith

KCafe

KCafe 
Kate Tiu 
Emcee

Music Workshop

café was at the 6pm closing time decided to serve dinner 
out on the street side instead, thus alleviating some 
of the crowd in the café. Kate Tiu really owned her role 
as the emcee even though the brief was just for her to 
make announcements. She took the initiative to interact 
with guests and engaged them through conversations, in 
both Mandarin and English. This really helped to liven up 
the café! Even though we set up two work shifts for the 
volunteers, many just stayed the whole three hours. The 
staff from Anjappar saw how crowded the café got and 
decided to leave one of their staff at the café to help us 
serve the mango lassi and other self-service drinks without 
asking us. Quite plainly, it was all God’s hand at work.

Now thinking back, what I recall most are the smiling faces 
of all the volunteers. No one worried about any oversights 
or lapses. I also think that this experience opened our 
eyes to how a simple café in the social hall could be a 
powerful outreach platform for the community. 

We can always trust in God that He will rally everyone, 
both KKMC members and vendors alike, together to serve 
His purpose. 

Lianne Ong
The Choir was given three 
singing slots – two at the 
kCafe, and one at Kampong 
Care. The contrast between 
the two venues was not lost 
on us but seeing the sheer 
number of guests impressed upon us the purpose of 
our music-making and invigorated us. We had heard that 
some guests asked if we were a hired group of singers 
for the event, and many whipped out their smartphones 
to take videos as they found the carolling a novel 
experience. We were very encouraged by this! Praise God 
for helping us through our programme even though our 
choir was not at full strength, and many of us were on 
the verge of falling sick. 

Every year our DiscipleKids 6 (DK6) class 
would make a mission discovery trip 
as the culmination of their time in the 
Children’s Ministry. The Youth 2 class 
also go on the trip as big brothers and 
sisters, having made the trip two years 
earlier when they were in DK6.

Last year’s trip took place from 26 
November to 1 December 2019. There 
were 17 DK6 children, 11 youths and 10 
adults in the team of 38 persons.

The team supported the work of Water of 
Life Methodist Church in Patuingnoi and 
also went to MaePunlang – a preaching 
point of Santi Methodist Church.

23

 – KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH



Jeshua, Timothy, Jaylyn and translator 
Nathana narrating the skit

MISSION TRIPS

Gareth Teo, DK6 2019
I felt that God sent me to Lahu for a 
reason...because after Lahu, I felt more 
motivated to go to church and felt 
more comfortable too. The trainings 
prepared us to share with others about 
God. I now pray to God when I am 
upset and I feel closer to Him.

Conrad Chew, Youth 2, 2019 
I was appointed as a group leader 
of one of the DK6 groups. I did 
not know many of them and with 
little prior leadership experience, I 
struggled at the start. However, with 
the continued support of the adults, 
friends and kids, I was able to be 
more responsible and lead better.

One night during the trip, we ran 
a clinic where the doctors would 
treat the patients and some of us 
would pray for them. Each and 
every one of us prayed for all of the 
sick, overcoming our awkwardness 
and lack of confidence. That night, 
God had not only used us to touch 
the villagers’ hearts, but used the 
villagers to touch our own hearts as 
well. God’s presence left a lasting 
impact on many of us. 

The trip was everything I could have 
ever hoped it to be: we helped the 
Lahu people while growing closer to 
God at the same time.

Reuben Sim, DK6 2019
During the mission trip the DK6s 
had to to prepare and share our 
testimonies. But my teachers deemed 
my testimony as “not good enough” 
for sharing because in all honesty, 
it wasn’t well written. At that time I 
felt that I had not experienced God 
in a meaningful or dramatic way, that 
made an impact in my life. On the 
last day of the mission trip, I had a 
conversation with one of the youth 
leaders. He shared some verses with 
me and we talked about our faith. 
Even though it was simple, it was 
very impactful and empowering. No 
miracles, no big event. It showed me 
that I can experience God anywhere.

Timothy Ang, Youth 2, 2019
One experience that was memorable 
for me was towards the end of the 
first night program when we helped 
to pray for the few remaining sick 
people. At the time, I had a sore 
throat and was worried that it would 
get worse and that I would fall sick. 
However, although I had no speaking 
role in the prayer, I felt a new desire: 
the desire for continuous prayer, 
to keep praying all throughout the 
night. It was a fleeting sensation, 
lasting only a few moments, but it 
was powerful.

Sara-Ann, Youth 2, 2019
On one of the nights I was to share 
my testimony, all the village children 
were playing and talking, making 
it rather noisy and chaotic. I was 
worried that no one would listen to 
what I going to share. However, God 
reminded me that even if only one 
person heard, it was still good. So, 
I prayed to God and asked him to 
work in the lives of those villagers 
and touch their hearts, to let them 
feel His love and comfort.

It’s been such a blessing and 
privilege to be able to serve in Lahu. 
It is my prayer that God will continue 
to watch over the people in Lahu.

Stacie Goh, DK6, 2019
Before the trip, I took the benefits 
and luxuries I had in Singapore for 
granted. When we went house to 
house carolling in the village, I was 
shocked to see people living in small 
wooden houses. Later, I was even 
more astounded when I found out that 
we had gone carolling at the richer 
part of the village. I could not imagine 
what the less fortunate side of the 
village was like. I have since learned to 
appreciate what I have in Singapore.

I felt quite homesick during the trip 
and was grateful for the busy schedule 
and the kind and supportive adults.

My highlight of the trip was praying 
for the sick. I felt happy when I saw 
the sick receiving medical treatment 
as many of them find it too costly or 
too inconvenient to visit a doctor. 
Aunty Jennifer (Chan) taught me that 
we can feel the presence of the Holy 
Spirit when we pray. I felt good when 
I prayed for the sick.Team teaching at Pittakiat School
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Seniors exercising at MaePunLang Village

Painting a 
community 
hall

MISSION TRIPS

Jaylynn Loh, DK6, 2019
I was excited when we landed in 
Chiangmai and could not wait to 
practice the Thai phrases we had 
learned. I saw a “song meow” for the 
first time as we exited the airport 
terminal and could not wait to sit in 
it. That night in the village, I found it 
too chilly to sleep. However, I prayed 
and drifted off to sleep. I woke the 
next day feeling prepared for the 
day’s programmes.

On the day we had to do a skit, I felt 
worried as we did not have time to 
practice it again. What’s more, I was 
the narrator. Again, God enabled 
us and we managed to perform the 
skit. I also had zero confidence in my 
dancing and was very encouraged by 
the praises from the team.

This trip changed me a lot. I came 
back more open to others, more 
humble, encouraging and helpful. I 
have also grown spiritually.

Charmaine Yeo, DK6, 2019
I was always awkward and insecure 
about praying for others, feeling 
that my prayers were not “good 
enough”. I was therefore afraid 
that I had to pray for them during 
the mission trip. However, God 
spoke to me. When the time came 
to pray for the sick, I felt God 
guiding and telling me what to say. 
I felt comfortable expressing my 
concern to God in front of others 
and I did not stutter nor was I at 
a loss for words. I was able to 
connect with God through prayer. 

It later dawned on me that in 
prayer, I did not have to use big 
words to impress others. I did not 
have to use grammatically correct 
sentences. God hears our prayers 
and he understands them all. Charmaine praying for the sick

Darius attending to a patient

December Mission Trip To  Lahu 6 to 17 December 2019 

A team of 26 persons went from 6-17 
December to support our mission 
work to the Lahu.

The trip itinerary was split into 2 
phases. From 6 to 11 December, the 
team was at the preaching point of 
MaePunLang Village, and from 12 to 17 
December, the team spent their time at 
Payakorngdee Village and Santi Village.

Prior to the trip, a lot of time 
was spent with the Lahu pastors 
evaluating the effectiveness of past 
activities and programmes that 
previous mission teams had done. 
We asked if those past activities 
were still useful or if we needed new 
approaches.  We decided to add some 
new programmes and modify the way 
we did some activities. 

Realising that MaePunLang Village and 
Payakorngdee Village had a number 
of elderly residents, we wanted to try 

a programme similar to our Seniors’ 
Corner in KKMC. We would invite 
the older residents for a time of 
fellowship, exercise and games.

Another new programme we 
introduced was a cooking class that 
demonstrated new ways of preparing 
food that was easily available. Pisut’s 
wife, Ratanna, demonstrated how 
to cook banana in coconut milk. 
She taught lessons on food hygiene 
and weaved in a lesson on gratitude 
to God. She explained that God 

provides for our needs and taught 
the people how to give thanks to God 
for their food.

To encourage the believers to read the 
Bible, we conducted a Bible quiz based 
on the Christmas story in Santi and 
Payakorngdee Methodist Churches.

The feedback from the people to our 
new programmes was very positive. 
They felt that we had met them at some 
of their needs, and became more open 
when we invited them to church.

Ratanna doing a cooking demonstration 
at Payakorngdee Methodist Church
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Megan Tay
Going up to Lahu mission trip 
for the 7th year, I expected that 
we would just be going through 
the motions, doing what we had 
always been doing. The changes in 
programme were mentioned during 
the team briefings but I did not 
realise how different it would be 
from previous trips.

One big change was our usual 
house-to-house carolling. Instead 
of walking around to each house in 
the village, this year we gathered 
everyone at night in the church for 

a Christmas celebration with fun 
and games. We taught them to 
sing Christmas carols, conducted 
a Bible quiz on the Christmas story 
and had a short sharing at the 
end. Instead of standing in front 
of their houses and singing to 
them like we had done in the past, 
I found it a great joy to see the 
whole village together under one 
roof worshipping the Lord together 
and having fun with one another. 
It really warmed my heart to see 
them so united and embodying that 
kampong spirit. That really inspired 

me to prepare my heart towards 
building an authentic community 
in KKMC in 2020. What I saw in 
the new Christmas programme in 
the Lahu churches was a picture 
of a united church supporting one 
another and worshiping the Lord, 
bringing much glory to God! I’m 
thankful that God gave me a new 
insight and perspective to tackle 
the new year ahead and I’m excited 
to see how God will work in KKMC 
as we prepare to build an authentic 
community!

Luke Sim
Coming for the mission trip in 
December 2019 was nothing short 
of life changing. I thank God for even 
allowing me join the trip as I had 
been studying at Hillsong College, 
Sydney, Australia. Although the trip 
coincided with my semester break, 
it was a hard decision on whether to 
go for the Mission trip, as it would 
mean having less time to spend in 
Singapore with my family. However 
I decided to use this trip as a way 
for me to apply what I had learnt in 
college. Going for the trip with this 
perspective helped me see God in a 
different and more prominent light.  
I reflected on the things we were 
doing in the Lahu ministry more 
deeply than I had ever done over my 
past 10 mission trips. Truly I can say 
that the work we had been doing in 
Lahu was now bearing fruit. It was 
beautiful to witness the fruit of past 
mission trips. 

Christmas gift exchange at 
Payakorngdee Methodist Church

Samuel, Jerusha and Eugenia leading a 
game at MaePunLang Village

Micah Tan giving a blanket to an 
elderly lady. A sudden cold spell 
saw temparatures drop to 2°C.  The 
team bought blankets to distrubute 
to the elderly and the poor to help 
them keep warm. 

Pastor Pisut (left) and 
Pastor Tharwin (right) 
praying for Ah Tan 
and his wife Na Sor 
before baptism in the 
river. Ah Tan and Na 
Sor are the first couple 
to be baptised from 
the preaching point at 
MaePunLang Village. 
They hosted a cell  
group at their house 
last year. After their 
baptism, they relocated 
to Bangkok to live with 
their son.

Having seen the way Santi Methodist 
Church has grown and how the 
church is now spreading the Gospel 
to other places like MaePunLang 
Village is assurance that God is 
their rock and strength, the core 
of their Church. One of the most 
special things for me this trip was 
witnessing the partnership between 
KKMC and Santi Methodist Church as 
equal partners in Christ together on 
the same mission.

I would definitely continue to 
recommend the experience of 
missions to everyone as it gives 
us a wider perspective on what the 
Church is doing outside of our four 
walls, and recognising that the God 
we serve is so much bigger than just 
our everyday lives! To God truly be 
all the Glory!
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MISSION TRIPS

Ian Tung, 
Primer, 60th Coy The Boys' Brigade, Raffles Institution
The mission trip was an eye opening experience for me. It was the first 
time I took such a trip overseas. 

Seeing how different the Lahu children were compared to Singapore was 
quite heartening. Although they may not be as “privileged” compared to 
children in Singapore, they are not confined to electronic devices at a 
young age and are more able to appreciate the community around them. 
When we taught English in a school, it was quite endearing to see that 
the students were all very cooperative and interested in learning and 
improving their English. 

I had never paid much attention to Christmas carolling groups before, 
but now I can appreciate the amount of effort that goes into caroling, 
especially when we had to sing in Thai and Lahu. We felt very welcome 
by the villagers. The ministry and interaction with the villagers there was 
quite new for me as well because I could not speak their language, and 
had to rely instead on simple gesturing and smiling where possible to 
communicate when I had to.

Throughout the trip I felt somewhat guilty that the local Lahu team could 
probably do the work more efficiently. During the construction of the 
water tank, it showed clearly that we lacked the skills and knowledge to 
carry out the tasks. Without the right skillset, why were we needed there? 
I guess one thing would be that our physical presence was assuring and 
helped to facilitate the setting up of social infrastructure like the cement 
water tank which would be helpful to all villagers, Christians and non-
Christians alike.

Phase 1 team at MaePunLang Village

Team erected 2 water tanks 
at MaePunLang Village

This 89 year-old lady is the widow of 
a man named Pa Ya Kon. They were 
the 1st to build a house in this part of 
MaeYaMin. That is why the village is named 
PaYaKorngDee. Both the widow and her 
later husband are believers. Stefanie and Ps 
Panya were praying for her.

Clyde Tan
2019's Lahu Mission trip differed 
greatly from my previous mission 
trips. For starters, it would be the 
first time I would be going without 
my 3 trusty friends - Daryn, Matthew 
and Luke. Usually we would be the 
ones settling the bulk of the logistics, 
games, worship etc. However, due to 
work and school commitments, all of 
them couldn't make it. Without them, 
I did feel relatively handicapped. 
To add to that, it would be the first 
time going up where there would be 
less KKMC people than 60th Coy BB 
primers. It seemed really daunting 
initially, having to coordinate the 
many things in preparation for the 
trip with many first-timers. 

However, this was where God showed 
me that sometimes, when we're too 
comfortable in certain environments, 
we forget about His sovereignty. I 
must admit, having capable friends 
to rely on the past few years made me 
forget that ultimately it was God that 
enabled all that we do, rather than 
our own abilities. Having realised 
that, I learnt to place my trust in 
God and His provision, rather than 
attempting to provide for myself. 
By His grace, the team was very 
proactive and responsive in helping 
out wherever they could, and even 
gelled well during the trip, forming 
new friendships. Overall, I think the 
trip served as a timely reminder to 
me that though we are serving God 
in doing His work, ultimately He's 
also the one that enables the work 
to be done.
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Chia Zhi Yi, 
Each time I go on this mission trip, 
I've appreciated its significance more. 
There is an odd sort of familiarity – 
odd because I've only been there a 
few weeks over the years, yet amidst 
the cold temperatures there is a 
warmth that seeps into me from 
just being there. Seeing the children 
grow up, the ceaseless effort by 
the pastors there, and the fruits of 
the ministry over the years - the 
sense of those gradual changes 
intermixing with that vague 
familiarity leaves an appreciation 
that cannot quite be described.

Initially, I questioned the purpose 

of going on the trip. All these 
resources, just for us to spend a 
week or two there? Yet, something 
compelled me to return each year. 

After this trip, I think I finally know 
how to express it. There's always 
been a lingering feeling that mission 
work should be filled with life-
changing miracles and momentous 
conversions. But actually, it is the 
little things that are just as much 
mission work as the big ones. 
Performing a skit to tell a Bible 
story, letting the children colour 
a scene from the Bible, sharing a 
testimony with them - maybe we 

don't fully see the importance of 
these things at this point in time 
but these are where God works. 
Just as His living water washes over 
and gently alters the landscape, 
working along to help it flow into 
the cracks and crevices of people's 
hearts is just as important as the 
major breakthroughs. 

I've learnt a lot from my trips there 
– and I hope I've left behind at least 
as much as I've gained. Although 
I'm not sure how many times I'll go 
back again, I hope I can continue to 
as long as I can contribute!

MISSION TRIPS 

Phase 2 team at Santi Methodist Church

Valerie Tay, 
On this mission trip, two things 
stood out to me in particular. 

The first being the sheer irony of 
the situation – when compared 
to the Lahu people, it seemed to 
me that people caught up in the 
first world rat race were definitely 
missing out on life. In the presence 
of the Lahu people, it was amazingly 
easy to let go of my inhibitions 
and enjoy interacting with them, 
no doubt due to the genuineness 
and openness on their part. I was 
pleasantly surprised by the warmth 

and receptivity of the Thai students 
who were willing to learn English 
from strangers. In the village, I saw 
many of us laughing and smiling 
as we played with the children. In 
the same vein, the elderly gave off 
a sense of peace and belonging to 
their community. Ultimately, I felt 
that insofar as we embarked on 
activities to bring the Lahu people 
good cheer, we were as much a 
recipient as them, if not more. 

The second thing that struck me 
was how real God was to many. 

Despite residing in geographically 
distant lands, and speaking 
completely different languages, the 
ministry in Thailand and the ministry 
from KKMC were the same in their 
willingness to serve God. Witnessing 
a river baptism and learning about 
how members of KKMC committed 
themselves to yearly mission trips 
really showed me how deeply 
people dedicated their lives to 
Christ. I am sure that many others 
can come to see Christ’s work in 
us, and that there is worth in these 
mission trips. 

Alumni, 60th Coy The Boys' Brigade, Raffles Institution

Primer, 60th Coy The Boys' Brigade, Raffles Institution

28

KAMPONG KAPOR METHODIST CHURCH –



ALPHA COURSE

Alpha Course at KKMC
The #1 reason people 

come to Alpha is because 
someone invited them.

Both Desiree Tan and John Chan attended the September 2019 
Alpha course because they were invited by Kampong Kapor 
Methodist Church (KKMC) members.

Desiree was invited by Maple and joined the Alpha course 
conducted in English while John joined the Mandarin-speaking 
course when Chui Min invited him.

Maple shares how she came to invite Desiree and Desiree writes 
about her experience of the Alpha Course.

Maple Khoo Desiree Tan
Desiree and I were university course mates and 
I’ve known her for about 4-5 years. During our 
university days, we shared a few conversations 
about faith and religion. However, when I invited 
her to church or the Alpha course, she was 
ambivalent. I continued praying for her, hoping 
that one day, she would come to know Jesus.

Just before the Alpha run in September 2019, I 
found out that Desiree was exploring more about 
religion and faith. She was asking me questions, 
such as what faith was about and how I decided 
to become a Christian. I thought the Alpha course 
would be an appropriate platform to address some 
of the questions she had, hence I extended the 
invitation to her. I was pleasantly surprised when 
she agreed to attend the Alpha course as she had 
declined previous invitations. Eventually, when she 
made the decision to accept Christ as her personal 
saviour, I was elated! Praise God indeed!

Never would I have imagined myself looking 
forward to Alpha each week. An existential crisis 
prompted me to explore the spiritual aspect of my 
life, an area that has been neglected in the midst 
of a constant paper chase. When my close friend, 
Maple, found out that I had been exploring life and 
faith, she introduced me to the Alpha course at 
KKMC. I was initially hesitant and had rejected her 
invitation in our university days. However, I decided 
to keep an open mind and took a leap of faith this 
time. Perhaps, it was all God’s perfect timing. 

Upon joining the Alpha course at KKMC, Fridays 
became the time when I could get to know God 
better and to spend time with people who were 
eager to share their wisdom and testimonies. I 
appreciated how this course was structured such 
that it builds on the fundamentals of Christianity. 
I looked forward to viewing the videos which were 
well produced and gave excellent summaries of the 
topics covered each session. (Keep a lookout for the 
quirky blonde Asian girl featured in the videos!)

The small group discussions that followed were 
initially a little intimidating for me, but I had some of 
my doubts addressed and questions answered. The 
more I learnt, the more I realised that I would never 
be able to have all my questions answered and all I 
needed was to have faith. As I came to understand 
more each week at Alpha, along with other multiple 
events that happened in my life, I eventually came 
to accept Christ.

I entered the course expecting all my doubts to be 
answered but I must admit that I have graduated 
from it with even more questions than before. In 
some ways, Alpha has increased my appetite to 
learn and build on my relationship with God and 
perhaps, this is the very essence of what the Alpha 
Course is all about. 

L-R: Desiree, Maple, WeiLing, and Kimberly at 
the Alpha Weekend on 27 Oct 2019
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John Chan
I was fortunate to have participated in last year's Alpha 
course on the invitation of Wong Chiu Min.

The Alpha Course included a 2 Day, 1 Night weekend 
camp at the Changi Beach Club where the talks 
focused on the Holy Spirit. Apart from the meaningful 
talks, interesting and diverse activities, such as 
bowling, billiards and memory games, helped to foster 
friendships. Moreover, as the venue was by the beach, 
the gentle sea breeze helped me to relax, blowing away 
my usual fatigue. Looking at the vast ocean made me 
feel happy and relaxed. The stresses of life faded away. 
This beautiful scenery, accompanied by delicious food, 
provided the relaxed and joyful atmosphere where 
everyone could freely share their thoughts. We were like 
a big family.

I was more than satisfied with how the weekend was 
organised and would definitely participate again given 
the opportunity.

I was deeply moved by the Holy Spirit during the 
Alpha weekend, but I was still hesitant to take that 
step of faith. However, encouraged by Zhang Kan, 

my group facilitator, I made the decision to accept 
the Lord Jesus. I am grateful for brother Donald and 
sister Zhang Kun who prayed with me. From that day, 
I became a Christian.

Thanks be to the Lord Jesus for making me feel the 
power of God's love for the world, and for letting me 
meet the loving brothers and sisters from KKMC. Most 
of all, thanks be to the Lord Jesus for pulling me away 
from sin.

Chui Min and John Chan

The Alpha Courses at KKMC for 2020 are from 28 Feb – 29 May and 4 Sep – 20 Nov. 
We meet on Fridays, 7.00pm – 9.30pm. 

Please contact Mr Lyndon Gan at Tel: 62937997 Email: mailbox@kkmc.org.sg for 
more information or visit http://kkmcalpha.blogspot.com.

曾国贤
在一位热情友善的教友秋明积极主动邀请下，我
有幸参与了去年的启发课程。
 
启发课程有两天一夜的周末营，地点是新加坡章
宜俱乐部。周末课程的主题是关于圣灵，活动多
姿多彩，包括了富有趣味与意义的讲座，让大家
放松心情的保龄球，桌球和益智记忆游戏。活动
地点依海，海风轻抚脸颊，吹走了平日的疲倦。
大海的辽阔，让都市人的我心旷神怡，忘却扰人
尘事。在如此美景之下，伴以美食，大家在轻松
愉悦的气氛中，自在地交流，促进感情，就如一
个大家庭。
 
我很满意这两天一夜的活动安排，感谢筹划小组
的细心周详安排。如有机会，我肯定会再参加。
 

这次活动让我感受深刻与感动万分的是圣灵课程。

记得当我还在犹豫不决是否要踏出那一步，
走向台前接受主耶稣的那一刻，是张坤组长给予我
鼓励，坚定我的信心，让我勇敢地相信自己，相信
主耶稣，迈开步伐，走向台前，走向主耶稣。

感谢Donald 弟兄与张坤为我完成祷告。

那天起，我正式成为基督徒。

感恩主耶稣的安排，让我感受到神爱世人的力
量，也让我遇到充满爱的教会和弟兄姐妹们。

感恩主耶稣的牵引，让我不再迷失。

ALPHA COURSE
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The Rich Fool
DEVOTION

The Rich Fool

Was God being unreasonable?

Who was responsible for the farmer’s good health and great wealth?

In vv16-19, how often do the words God, I and my appear?

Leong Kwok Thye

This poem explores Jesus' parable of the Rich Fool in 
Luke 12:16-21. The Rich Fool was a farmer who had amassed 
great wealth. He was planning to build more barns to store 

his bumper harvests so that he could retire in leisure.

The farmer was in excellent health.
He had amassed substantial wealth.

More barns to store his treasure
For a life of unfettered leisure.

 Wealth preservation to posterity;
An achievement many would envy.
He had worked hard for his wealth;

It was time to enjoy himself.

“Good things for life I have plenty,
So I will eat, drink and be merry.” 

But to the foolish farmer’s surprise;
God’s criterion was otherwise.

Since you will act as you please,
Your life on earth will cease.

Who will then ultimately,
Enjoy your treasure in posterity?

   
Jesus’ message to us is clear;

Things of the world will disappear.
Focus on the eternal goal –

Don’t exchange the world for your soul.

Th
in

k

Read Psalm 14:2 and James 4:14 for the 
rationale of Jesus’ response.
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But if we walk in the 
light as he himself 
is in the light, we 
have fellowship with 
one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son 
cleanses us from all sin.

 1 John 1:7 
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